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1. E T T RR ex c. 


"Fs ©] April the 26th, O. S. 7750, . 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


= S your journey to Paris approactics, and 
A as that period will one way or another 
be of infinite conſequence to you, my 

etters will henceforwards be principally calcu- 
| lated for that meridian. You will be left there 


do your own diſcretion, inſtead of Mr Harte's , 


and you will allow me, I am ſure, to diſtruſt 

a a little the diſcretion of eighteen. . You will 
find in the Academy a number of young fel- 
lows much leſs diſcreet than yourſelf. Theſe 
will all be your acquaintances z but look about 
you firſt and inquire into their reſpective cha- 
racters, before you form any connections a- 
mong them; and, ceteris paribus, ſingle out 
Vor. UI. A thoſe 
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thoſe of the moſt conſiderable rank and family, 
Sbow them a diſtinguiſhing attention; by 
which means you will get into their reſpecti ve 
houſes, and keep the beſt company. All 
thoſe French young fellows are exceſſively 


| &tourdis : be upon your guard againſt ſcrapes 


and quarrels: have no corporal pleaſantries 
with them, no yeux de main, no coups de 


 chambriere, which frequently bring on quar- 
rels. Be as lively as they, if you pleaſe; but 
at the ſame time be a little wiſer than they. 


As to letters, you would ſind moſt of them ig- 
norant: do not reproach them with that igno- 


rance, nor make them feel your ſuperiority; 


it is not their fault, they are all bred up for 


the army. But, on the other hand, do not al- 


low their ignorance and idleneſs to break in 
upon thoſe morning hours which you may be 

able to allot to your ſerious ſtudies. No breax- 
ſaſtings with them, which conſume a great 
deal of time; but tell them (not magiſteriallß 


and ſententiouſſy) that you will read two or 
three hours in the morning, and that for the 


reſt of the day you are very much at their ſer- 


vice: Though, by the way, I hope you will 


keep wiſer company in the evenings. 

I mult inſiſt upon your never going to what 
13 called the En; sliſh coffee houſe at Paris; 
which is the reſort of all the ſcrub Englich, 


and 
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and alfo of the fugitive and attainted Bach 
and Iriſh : party-quarrels and drunken ſquab- 
bles are very frequent there; and I do not 


know a more degrading place in all Paris. 


Coffee- houſes and taverns are by no means 
creditable at Paris. Be cautiouſly upon your 
guard againſt the infinite number of fine-dreſ- 
_ fed and "Gas -ſpoken chevaliers d' induſtrie and 
aventuriers, which ſwarm at Paris; and keep- 
every body civilly at arm's-lergth, of whoſe 
real character or rank you are not previouſly . 
informed. Monſieur le Comte, or Monſieur 
le Chevalier, in a handſome laced coat, et tres 
bien mis, accoſts you at the play, or ſome o- 
ther public place: he conceives at firſt fight 
an infinite regard for you; he ſees that you are 
a ſtranger of the firſt diſtind ion; he offers you 
his ſervices; and wiſhes nothing more ardently 
than to contribute, as far as may be in his little 

power, to procure you les agremens de Paris. 
He is acquainted with ſome ladies of condi- 
tion, qui preferent une petite ſociete agreable, 
et des petits ſoupers aimables dihonnẽtes gens, 
au tumulte et à̃ la diſſipation de Paris; and he 
will with the greateſt pleaſure imaginable have 
the honour of introducing you to theſe ladies 
of quality. Well, if you were to accept of 
this kind offer, and go with him, you would 
hnd au troiſieme a handſome, painted, and 
Cle | A 2 p - IL 
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p— d ſtrumpet, in a tarniſhed filver or gold 
ſecond-hand robe, plaving a ſham paity at 

cards for livres, with three or four ſharpers 

wel! dreſſed enough, and dignified by the titles 

1 of Marquis, Comte, and Chevalier. The lady 

receives you in the moſt polite and gracious 
| 


manner, and with ail thoſe compliments de rous 
tine which every French woman bas cqualiy. 


0 Theughb ſhe loves retirement, and ſhuns /e grand 
5 monde; yet ſhe confeſies herſelf obliged to the 
Wo Marquis for having procured her fo ineſtima- 

| | ble, fo accomplithed an acquaintance as your - 
= {elf ; but her concern is how to amuſe you, for 
| * the never ſuffers play at her houſe ſor above a 
bn livre; if you can amuſe yourſelf with that low 
1 play till ſupper, 2 la bonne heure. According- 
=. ly you fit down to that litiJe play, at which the 
= good company takes care that you ſhall win 
0 fifteen or ſixteen livres, which gives them an 
=. opportunity of eclebrating both your good 
K luck and your good play. Supper comes up; 


and a good one it is, upon the ſtrength of your 
being to pay for it. La Marquiſe en fait les. 
Hbionneurs au mieux, talks ſentiments, meurs, 
1 et morale; interlarded with enjoutment, and 
accompanied with ſome oblique ogles, which 
bid you not deſpair in time. Aſter ſupper, | 
pharaon, lanſquenet, or quinze, happen acci- 
dentally to be mentioned: the Chevalier pro- 
poles 
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LETTERS TO HIS SON. 5 
poſes playing at one of them ſor half an hour: 
the Marquiſe exclaims againſt! it, and vows ſhe 
will not tuffer it; but is at laſt prevailed upon, 
by being aſſured que ce ne ſera que pour des ri- 
eng. Then the wiſhed-for moment is come, 
the op:ration begins: you are cheated, at beſt, 
of all the money in your pocket; and, if you 
ſtay late, very probably robbed of your watch 
and ſnutt-box, poſſibly murdered for greater 
ſecurity. This, I can aſſure you, is not an 
exaggerated, but a literal deſcription of what 
happens every day to ſome raw and inexperien- 
ced ſtranger at Paris. Remember to receive 
all theſe civil gentlemen, who take ſuch a fan- 
cy to you at firſt ſight, very coldly; and take 
care always to be previouſly engaged, whatever 
party they propoſe to you. You may happen 
ſometimes in very great and good companies 
to meet with ſome dexterous gentlemen, who 
may be very deſirous, and alſo very ſure, to. 


win your money, if they can but engage you 8 
to play with them. Therefore lay it down as 


an invariable rule never to play with men, but 
only with women of faſhion, at low play, or 


with women and men mixed. But at the ſame 


time, whenever you are aſked to play deeper 


than you would, do not reſuſe it gravely and 


ſententioufly, alledging the folly of ſtaking 
what would be very inconvenient to one to 
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loſe, againſt what one does not. want to win; but 


| parry thoſe invitations ludicrouſſy, er en badi- 
nant. Say that if you were ſure to loſe, you 
might poſſibly play; but that as you may as: 


well win, you dread Pembaras des richeſſes ever 


ſince you have ſeen what an incumbrance they. 


were to poor Harlequin, and that therefore you 


are determined never to venture the winning. 


above two Louis a-day. This fort of light 


trifling way of declining invitations to vice and 
folly, is more becoming your age, and at the 
ſame time more effectual, than grave philoſo- 
phical refuſals. A young fellow who ſeems. 


to have no will of his own, and who does every 
thing that is aſked of him, is called a very 
good natured, hut at the ſame time is thought 


a very filly, young fellow. Ack wiſely, upon 
folid principles, and from true motives; but 
keep them to yourſelf, and never talk ſenten- 


tiouſly. When you are invited to drink, ſay 


| you wiſh you could, but that ſo little makes 


you both drunk and fick, que le jeu ne vaut * 


la chandetle. 


Pray ſhow great attention and make FER 


court to Monheur de la Gueriniere z; he is well 
with Prince Charles, and many people of the 


firſt diſtinction at Paris; his commendations 
will raiſe your character there; not to mention, 


that his favour will be of uſe to you in the A- 


dem 
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: cademy itſelf, For the reaſons which 1 kids 
mentioned to you in my laſt, I would have 
: you be interne in the Academy for the firſt fix 
months; but after that, I promiſe you that 
you ſhall have lodgings of your own dung un 
hotel garni, if in the mean time I hear well 
of you, and that you frequent and are efteem- 
ed in the beſt French- companies. You want 


nothing now, thank God, but exterior advan- 
tages, that laſt poliſh, that fournure du monde, 


and thoſe graces, which are ſo neceſſary to ad- 


orn and give efficacy to the moſt ſolid merit. 
'They are only to be acquired in the beſt com- 


panies, and better in the beſt French compa- 
nies than in aity other. You will not want 


opportunities; for] ſhall ſend you letters, that 


will eſtabliſh you in the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
companies, not only of the beau monde, but of 
the beaux eſprits too. Dedicate therefore, 1 
beg of you, that whole year to your own ad- 
vantage and final improvement, and do not be 


diverted from thoſe objects by idle diſhpations, 


low ſeduction, or bad example. After that 
year, do whatever you pleaſe; I will interfere 


no longer in your conduct; for I am ſure both 


| you and I ſhall be ſafe they: Adieu. 
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LET EH ee 


Landon: Apt the oa, ©. 8. 1750. 
my DEAR FRIEND, 


R Harte, who in all his letters gives you 
ſome daſh of panegyric, told me in his 


laſt a ding that pleaſes me extremely; which 


was, that at Rome you had conſtantly preter- 
red the eſtabliſhed Italian aſſemblies, to the 


Engliſh conventicles ſet up againſt them by dif- 
ſenting Engliſh ladies. 'Vhat ſhows ſenſe, and 
that you know what you are ſent abroad for. 


It is of much more conſequence to know the 


Nores multorum hsminum than the Urbes. Pray 
continue this judicious conduct wherever you 


go, eſpecially at Paris, where, inſtead of thir- 


ty, you will find above three hundred Engliſh, 
herding together, and converſing with no one 


French body. 
The life of les Milords Anglois is regularly, 


they riſe, which is very late, they breakfaſt 


together, to the utter loſs of two good morn- 
ing hours. Then they go by coach-fulls to 


the Palais, the Invalides, and Notre-Dame; 
from thence to the Engliſh coffee-houſe, where 


they make up their tavern- party for dinner. 


From dinner, where oy drink quick, they 


or, if you will, irregularly, this: As ſoon as 


ad- 
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journ in eluſters to the play, where they crowd 
up the ſtage, dreſt up in very fine clothes very 
ill made by a Scotch or Irith taylor. From the 
Play to the tavern again, where they get very 
drunk, and where they either quarre] among 
themſelves, or ſally forth, commit ſome riot 
in the ſtreets, and are taken up by the watch. 
Thoſe who do not ſpeak French before they 
go, are ſure to learn none there. Their tender 

vows are addreſſed to their Iriſh laundreſs, un- 
leſs by chance ſome itinerant Engliſhwoman, 

eloped from her huſband or her creditors, de- 
frauds her of them. Thus they return home, 


... ˙L mu w <7. Pre AA. l 


more petulant, but not more informed, than 


when they left it; and ſhow, as they think, their 
Improvement, by affectedly both ſpeaking and 
arent in broken French. _ 


1 fu Romane caveto. 


Connect yourſelf, while you are in France, 
entirely with the French; improve yourſelf 
with the old, divert yourſelf with the oung; 
conform cheerfully to their cuſtoms, even to 
their little follies, but not to their vices. Do 


not however remonſtrate or preach againſt 


them, for remonſtrances do not ſuit with your 


age. In French companies in general you 


will not find much learning, therefore take care 
not to brandiſh youts in their faces. People 
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hate thoſe who make them feel their own in- 
feriority. Conceal all your learning carefully, 


and reſerve it for the company of les Cent d 
Egliſe, or les Gens de Robe; and even then let 


them rather extort it from you, than find you 
over willing to draw it. You are then thought, 
from that ſeeming unwillingneſs, to have ſtil} 


more knowledge than it may be you really 
have, and with the additional merit of modeſty 


into the bargain. A man who talks of, or 
even hints at, his bonnes fortunes, is ſeldom 
believed, or, if believed, much blamed: where- 


as a man who conceals with care is often ſup- 
poſed to have more than he. has, and his repu- 
tation of diſcretion gets him others. It is juſt 


ſo with a man of learning: if he affects to 
ſhow it, it is queſtioned, and he 1s reckoned 
only ſuperficial ; but if afterwards it appears 


that he really has it, he is pronounced a pe- 
dant. Real merit of any kind, vb: % non po- 


teſt diu celari; it will be diſcovered, and no- 
thing can depretiate it but a man's exhibit- 


ing it himſelf. It may not always be reward- 


ed as it ought; but it will always be known. 
You will in general find the women of the 
beau monde at Paris more inſtructed than 


the men, who are bred up ſingly for the army, 


and thrown into it at twelve or thirteen years 


eld; but then that ſart of education, which 


; . makes 
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makes them ignorant of books, gives them a 


great knowledge of the world, an ealy addre {s, 
and polite manners. 


| Faſhion is more weannienl at Paris than in 

any other place in the world; it governs even 
more abſolutely than their King, which is 
ſaying a great deal. The leaſt revolt againſt 


it is puniſhed by proſcription. You muſt ob- 
ſerve and conform to all the minuties of ity 
if you would bein faſhion there yourſelf; and 
if you are not in faſhion, you are no-body. 


Get therefore, at all events, into the company 
of thoſe men and women gui donnent le ton; 


and though at firſt you ſhould be admitted 
upon that ſhining theatre only as a perſona 


muta, perſiſt, perſevere, and you will ſoon 


have a part given you. Take great care ne- 


ver to tell in one company What you ſee or 
hear in another, much lefs to divert the pre- 
ſent company at the expence of the laſt; but 
let diſeretion and ſecrecy be known parts of 
your character. They will carry you much 


farther, and much ſafer, than more ſhining 
talents. Be upon your guard againſt quarrels 
at Paris; honour 1s extremely nice there, 


though the afferting of it is exceeding penal. 
Therefore point de mauvaiſes plaiſanteries, 


foint de jeux de main, et point de raillerie 
piquante. 


Paris 
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Paris is the place in the world where, if 
you pleaſe, you may the beſt unite the file 


and the dulce. Even your pleaſures will be 
your improvements, if you take them with 
the people of the place, and in high life. 
From what you have hitherto done every where 


elſe, I have juſt reaſon to believe that you 
will do every thing you ought at Paris. Re- 


member that it is your deciſive moment: 
whatever you do there will be known to thou- 


ſands here; and your character there, what- 
ever it is, will get before you hither. You 
will meet with it at London. May you and 
I both have reaſon to rejoice at that meeting! 
Adieu. 


r Wy , 3 * * I r 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 

T your age the love of pleaſures i is ex- 
. tremely natural, and the enjoyment 
of them not unbecoming; but the danger at 
your age, is, miſtaking the object, and ſetting 
out wrong in the purſuit. The character of 
a man of pleaſure dazzles young eyes; they 
do not fee their way to it diſtinckly, and fall 
into vice and profligacy. I remember a ſtrong 

in- 
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f inſtance of this a great many years ago. A 
le young fellow, determined to ſhine as a man of 
* pleaſure, was at the play called The Liber- 
ch tine Deſtroyed, a tranſlation of le Feſtin de 
e. Pierre of Moliere's. He was fo ſtruck with 
re what he thought the fine character of the Li- 
u bertine, that he ſwore he would be the Liber- 
e- tine Deſtroyed. Some friends aſked him, whe- 
t: ther he had not better content himſelf with 
6. being only the Libertine, without being de- 
t- flroyed? to which he anſwered with great 
Ju warmth, “ No, for that being deſtroyed was 
1d & the perfection of the whole.” This, extra- 


vagant as it ſeems in this light, is really the 
caſe of many an unfortunate young fellow, 
who, captivated by the name of pleaſures, 
ruſhes indiſcriminately, and without taſte, 
into them all, and is finally de/royed. I 
am not ſtoically adviſing nor parſonically 
preaching to you to be a Stoic at your age; 
far from it: I am pointing out to you the 


x- paths to pleaſure, and am endeavouring only 
nt K to quicken and heighten them for you. Enjoy 
at | pleaſures; but let them be your own, and then 
ng | you will taſte them: but adopt none; truſt to 
of | mature for genuine ones. The pleaſures that 
ey you would feel, you muſt earn; the man who 
all gives himſelf up to all, feels none ſenfibly. 5 
ng | SardanapaJus, I am convinced, never in his 


in- . B e 
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fe felt any. Thoſe only who join ſerious oc- 


cupations with pleaſures, feel either as they 
ſhould do. Alcibiades, though addicted to 
the moſt ſhameful exceſſes, gave ſome time to 


| philoſophy, and ſome to buſineſs. Julius 


Celar joined buſineſs with pleaſure ſo properly, 


that they mutually aſſiſted each other; and, 
though he was the huſband of all the wives at 


Rome, he ſound time to be one of the beſt 
Scholars, almoſt the beſt Orator, and abſo- 
Jutely the beſt General, there. An uninter- 
rupted life of pleaſures is as inſipid as con- 


temptible. Some hours given every day to 


ſerious buſineſs, muſt whet both the mind and 
the ſenſes to enjoy thoſe of pleaſure. A ſur- 
feited glutton, an emaciated fot, and an ener- 


vated, rotten whore-maſter, never enjoy the 
pleaſures to which they devote themſelves 


they are only fo many human ſacrifices to falſe 
gods. The pleaſures of low life are all of 
this miſtaken, merely ſenfual, and diſgrace- 
ful, nature; whereas thoſe of high life, and in 
good company (though poſſibly in themſelves _ 
not more moral), are more delicate, more re- 
ſined, lefs dangerous, and leis diſgraceful ; 
and, in the common courſe of things, not 
reckoned difgraceful at all. In ſhort, plea- 


ſure muſt not, nay cannot, be the buſineſs of 


a man of ſenſe and character; but it may be, 
; and 


* aw > I. © I... nt 1 
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and is, his relief, his reward. It is particu- 
larly fo with regard to the women, who have 
the utmoit contempt for thoſe men, that, ha- 
ving no character nor conſideration with their 


own ſex, frivolouſly paſs their whole time in 
ruclles, and at toileties. I bey look upon 


them as their lumber, and remove them 


whenever they can get better furniture. Wo- 


men chuſe their favourites more by the ear 
than by any other of their ſenſes, or even their 
underſtandings. 'The man whom they hear 


the moſt commended by the men, will always. 
be the beſt received by them. Such a con- 
queſt flatters their vanity; and vanity is their 


_ univerſal, if not their ſtrongeſt, paſſion. A 
diſtinguiſhed ſhining character is irreſiſtible 
with them; they crowd to, nay, they even 


quarrel for, the danger, in hopes of the tri- 
umph. Though by the way (to uſe a vulgar. 

expreſſion) the who conquers only catches a tar- 
tar, and becomes the {lave of her captive. Mats 


 Ceft la leur af aire. Divide your time between 


uſeful occupations and elegant pleaſures. 'The 
morning ſeems to belong to ſtudy, buſineſs, 
or ſerious converſations with men of learning 
and figure not that I exclude an ocenfional 
hour at a foilette. From fitting down to din- 


ner, the proper buſineſs of the day is pleaſure, 
unleſs real buſineſs, which mult never be poſt- 


. 2 poned 
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life felt any. Thoſe only who j join ſerious oc- 
cupations with pleaſures, feel eithet as they 
ſhould do. Alcibiades, though addicted to 


the molt ſhameful exceſſes, gave ſome time to 


philoſophy, and ſome to bufineſs. Julius 
Celar joined buſineſs with pleaſure ſo properly, 
that they mutually aſſiſted each other; and, 
though he was the huſband of all the wives at 
Rome, he ſound time to be one of the belt 
Scholars, almoſt the beſt Oratvr, and abſo- 
Jutely the belt General, there. An uninter- 

rupted lite of pleaſures is as inſipid as con- 
temptible. Some hours given every day to 
ſerious buſineſs, muſt whet both the mind and 
the ſenſes to enjoy thoſe of pleaſure. A ſur- 
feited glutton, an emaciated fot, and an ener- 


vated, rotten whore-maſter, never enjoy the 


pleaſures to which they devore themſelves 
they are only ſo many human ſacrifices to falſe 
gods. The pleafures of low life are all of 
this miſtaken, merely ſenſual, and diſgrace- 
ful, nature; whereas thoſe of high life, and in 


good company (though poſſibly in themſelves 
not more moral), are more delicate, more re- 
fined, lefs dangerous, and lets een 
and, in the common courſe of things, not 
reckoned difgraceful at all. In ſhort, plea- 


ſure muſt not, nay cannot, be the buſineſs of 


ang 
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and is, his relief, his reward. It is particu- 
larly fo with regard to the women, who have 
the utmoit contempt for thoſe men, that, ha- 
ving no character nor conſideration with their 
own fex, frivolouſly paſs their whole time in 
' ruelles, and at toileties. They look upon 
them as their lumber, and remove them 
whenever they can get better furniture. Wo- 
men chuſe their favourites more by the ear 
than by any other of their ſenſes, or even their 
underſtandings. The man whom they hear 
the moſt commended by the men, will always 
be the beſt received by them. Such a con- 
— queſt flatters their vanity; and vanity is their 


. univerſal, if not their ſtrongeſt, paſſion. A 


diſtinguiſhed ſhining character is irreſiſtible 
with them z they crowd to, nay, they even 
quarrel for, the danger, in hopes of the tri» 
umph. Though by the way (to uſe a vulgar 
expreſſion) ſhe who conquers only catches a tar- 
tar, and becomes the {lave of her captive. Mats 
c'eſt la leur Maire. Divide your time between 
uſeful occupations and elegant pleaſures. The 
morning ſeems to belong to ſtudy, buſineſs, 
or ſerious converſations with men of learning 
and figure; not that I exclude an occaſional 
hour at a toilette. From fitting down to din- 
ner, the proper buſineſs of the day is pleafure, 
unleſs real buſineſs, which muſt never be poſt- 
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poned for pleaſure, happens accidentally to in- 


terfere. In good company, the pleaſures of 


the table are always carried to a certain point 


of delicacy and gratification, but never to ex- 


ceſs and riot. Plays, operas, balls, ſuppers, 
gay converſations in polite and cheerful com- 
panies, properly conclude the evenings; not 


to mention the tender looks that you may direct, 


and the ſighs that you may offer, upon theſe 
ſeveral occaſions, to ſome propitious or unpro- 


- pitious female Deity ; whoſe character and 
manners will neither diſgrace nor corrupt 
yours. This is the life of a man of real fenſe 


and pleaſure; and by this diſtribution of your 


time, and choice of your pleaſures, you will 


be equally qualified for the buſy or the beau 
monde, You fee I am not rigid, and do not 
require that you and I ſhould be of the fame _ 
age. What J ſay to you, therefore, ſhould 
have the more weight, as coming from a 
friend, not a father. But low company, 
and their low vices, their indecent riots, and 
profligacy, I never will bear, nor forgive. 

] have lately received two volumes of Trea- 


tiſes, in German and Latin, from Hawkins, 
with your orders, under your own hand, to 


take care of them for you, which orders I 


ſhall moſt dutifully and punctually obey; and 
they wait for you in my library, together with 


your 


. 
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your great collection of rare books, which 
your mamma ſent me upon removing from | 
her old houſe. 

I hope you not only keep up, but improve 
in your German : for it will be of great uſe to 


you when you come into buſineſs; and the 
more ſo, as you will be almoſt the only Engliſh- 5 


man who either can ſpeak or underſtand it. 


Pray ſpeak it conſtantly to all Germans, 
wherever you meet them, and you will meet 


multitudes of them at Paris. Is Italian now 


become eaſy and familiar to you? Can you 
ſpeak it with the ſame fluency that you can 


ſpeak German? You cannot conceive what 
an advantage it will give you, in negotiations, 
to poſſeſs Italian, German, and French, per- 


fectly, ſo as to underſtand all the force and 


_ fineſſe of thoſe three languages. If two men 
of equal talents negotiate together, he who 
beſt underſtands the language in which the 


negotiation is carried on, will infallibly get 
the better of the other. The ſignification and 
force of one ſingle word is often of great con- 
. e in a treaty, and even in a letter. 

Remember the graces, for without chem 
ogni Jatica © vana. Adieu. N 
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| | London, May the e. O. 8. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Ou apprenticeſhip is near out, and you 
are ſoon to ſet up for yourſelf; that ap- 


proaching moment is a critical one for you, 


and an anxious one for me. A tradefman 
who would ſucceed in his way, muſt begin 
by eſtabliſhing a character of integrity and 
good manners: without the former, nobody 
will go to his ſhop at all; without the latter, 


nobody will go there twice. This rule does 
not exclude the fair arts of trade. He may 
ſell his goods at the beſt price he can, within 


certain bounds. He may avail himſelf of the 
humour, the whims, and the fantaſtical taſtes, 
of his cuſtomers ; but what he warrants: to be 
good muſt be really ſo, what he feriouſly af- 


ferts muſt be true, or his firſt fraudulent profits 


will foon end in a bankrupcy. It is the fame 


in higher life, and in the great buſineſs of the 
world. A man who does not ſolidly eſtabliſh, 


and really deſerve, a character of truth, pro- 


bity, good manners, and good morals, at his 
firſt ſetting out in the world, may impoſe, and 


thine like a meteor, for a very ſhort time; but 
will very ſoon vaniſh, and be extinguiſhed 
with . 
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with contempt. People eaſily dane in 
young men, the common. irregularities of the 


ſenſes; but they do not forgive the leaſt vice 
of the heart. The heart never grows better 


by age: 1 fear rather worſe, always harder, 


A young liar, will be an old one; and a 


young knave, will only. be a greater knave as 


be grows older. But ſhould a bad young 


heart, accompanied with a good head (which, 


by the way, very ſeldom is the caſe), really re- 


form in a more advanced age, from a conſct- 


ouſneſs of its folly, as well as of its guilt; 
ſuch a converſion would only be thought pru- 
dential and political, but never ſincere. 1 
hope in God, and I verily believe, that you 
want no, moral virtue. But the poſſeſſion of 


all the mortal virtues, in actu primo, as the 


logicians call it, is not ſufficient; you, muſt 
have them in adtu ſecundo too: nay, that is 
not ſufficient neither; you mult have the re- 
putation of them alſo. Your character in the 
world muſt be built upon that ſolid founda- 
tion, or it will ſoon fall, and upon your own 
head. You cannot therefore be too careful, 
too nice, too ſcrupulous, in eſtabliſhing this 
character at firſt, upon which your whole de- 
pends. Let no converfation, no example, no 
faſhion, no bon mot, no filly deſire of ſeeming 


to be above what moſt knaves and many 


fools 
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fools call prejudices, ever tempt you: to a- 
vow, excuſe, extenuate, or lau gh at, the leaſt 
breach of morality; but ſhow upon all occa- 
ſions, and take all occafions to ſhow, a deteſta- 
tion and abhorrence of it. There, though 
young, you ought to be ſtrict; and there only, 
while young, it becomes you to be ſtrict and 
ſevere. But there too, ſpare the perſons, 
while you laſh the crimes. All this relates, 
as you eaſily judge, to the vices of the heart, 
| ſuch as lying, fraud, envy, malice, detraction, 
Cc. and I do not extend it to the little frail- 
ties of youth, flowing from high ſpirits and 


warm blood. It would ill become: you, at 
your age, to declaim againſt them, and ſen- 
tentiouſly cenſure a gallantry, an accidental 


excels of the table, a frolic, an inadvertency : 
no; keep as free from them yourſelf as you 


can, but ſay nothing againſt them in others. 


They certainly mend by time, often by rea- 
ſon; and a man's worldly character is not af- 


fected by them, provided it be pure in all 


other reſpects. 

To come now to a point of much leſs, but 
yet of very great conſequence, at your firſt 
ſetting out. Be extremely upon your guard 
againſt vanity, the common failing of unex- 


perienced youth : but particularly againſt that 


kind of vanity; that dubs ; a man a coxcomb z 
a cha- 


* 
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a character which, once acquired, is more 
indelible than that of the prieſthood. It is 
not to be imagined by how many different 
ways vanity defeats its own purpoſes. One 
man decides peremptorily upon every ſubject, 
betrays his ignorance upon many, and ſhows 
a diſguſting preſumption upon the reſt. Ano- 
ther defires to appear ſucceſsful among the 
women; he hints at the encouragement he 


| has ad, from thoſe of the moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed rank and beauty, and intimates a par- 
ticular connection with ſome one: if it is 
true, it is ungenerous; if falſe, it is infamous; 
but in either caſe he deſtroys the reputation 
he wants to get. Some flatter their vanity, 
by little extraneous objects, which have not 
the leaſt relation to themſelves; ſuch as being 
deſcended from, related to, or acquainted 
with, people of diſtinguiſhed merit and emi- 
nent characters. They talk perpetually of 
their grandfather ſuch-a-one, their uncle ſuch- 
a-one, and their intimate friend Mr ſuch-a- 
one, with whom, poſſibly, they are bardly 
acquainted. But admitting it all to be as 
they would have it, what then? Have they 
the more merit ſor theſe accidents? Certainly 
not. On the contrary, their taking up adven- 
titious, proves their want of intrinſic, merit 
a rich man never borrows. Take this rule 
_ for 
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for granted, as a never-failing one, That you 


mult never ſeem to affect the character in b 


which you have a mind to ſhine. Modeſty 
is the only ſure bait, when you angle for 
praiſe. The affectation of courage will make 
even a brave man paſs only for a bully; as 
the affectation of wit will make a man of parts 
paſs for a coxcomb. By this modeſty, I do 
not mean timidity and awkward baſhfulneſs. 
On the contrary, be inwardly firm and ſteady: 
know your own value, whatever it may be, 
and act upon that principle; but take great 
care to let nobody diſcover that you do know 
your own value. Whatever real merit you 
have, other people will diſcover; and people 
always magnify their own diſcoveries, as they 
leſſen thoſe of others. 

For God's ſake revolve all theſe things ſe- 
riouſly in your thoughts, before you launch 
out alone into the ocean of Paris. Recollect 
the obſervations that you have yourſelf made 
upon mankind, compare and connect them 
with my inſtructions, and then act ſyſtemati- 


cally and conſequentially from them; not au 


four la journze. Lay your iittle plan now, 
which you will hereafter extend and improve 
by your own obſervations, and by the advice 
of thoſe who can never mean to millead you? ; 


1 mean, Mr Harte and felt. 


LIT 
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L E T 3 R CXCIV. 


| 8 London, May thi 24th, 0. 8. 1730. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


RECEIVED yelterday your letter of the f 
in, N. S. from Naples, to which place 
] find you have travelled claſſically, critically, 
and da virtuoſo. You did right; for whatever 
is worth ſeeing at all, is worth ſeeing well, 
„and better than moſt people ſee it. It is a 
poor and frivolous excuſe, when any thing 
curious is talked of. that one has ſeen, to ſay, 
1 jaw it, but really I did not much mind it. 
Why did they go to ſee it, if they would not 
mind it? or why would they not mind it when 
they ſaw it? Now you are at Naples, you paſs 
part of your time there, en honnete homme, da 
garbato cavaliere, in the Court, and the beſt 
ot IU companies. I am told that ſtrangers are recei- 
ved with the utmoſt hoſpitality at Prince —; 


mi que lui il fait bonne chere, et que madame la 

ti- Princeſſe donne chere entiere ; mais que {a 
au i chair eft plus que hazardee ou mortifie meme ; 
„which, in plain Engliſh, means, That ſhe is not 
Foe only tender, but rotten. If this be true, as 
ce IJ am pretty ſure it*is, one may ſay to her 
u; in a literal belt e 25 ace! Fublica 

i curd: 

T. i 


Nie 
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Mr Harte informs me that you are cloathed 


in ſumptuous apparel ; a young fellow ſhould 


be ſo, eſpecially abroad, where fine clothes 
are fo generally the faſhion. Next to their 
being fine, they ſhould be well made, and 
worn eafily; for a man is only the leſs genteel 


for a fine coat, if in wearing it he ſhows a re- 


DP gard for it, and 1s not as mn in it as if it were 
a plain one. | 


I thank you for your drawing, which I am 


impatient to ſee, and which I ſhall hang up 
in a new gallery that I am building at Black- 
heath, and very fond of; but I am ſtill more 

impatient for another copy, which I wonder 

TI have not yet received, I mean the copy of 

your countenance. I believe, were that a 
whole length, it would {till fall a good deal 
ſhort of the dimenſions of the drawing after 
Dominichino, which you fay is about eight 
feet high; and I take you, as well as. myſelf, 
to be of the family of the Piccolomini. Mr 
Bathurſt tells me, that he thinks you rather 
taller than I am : if ſo, you may very poſlibly 
get up to five feet eight inches, which I would 
compound for, though I would wiſh you five 
feet ten, In truth, what do I not wiſh you, 
that has a tendency to perfection? I ſay a ten- 
dency only; for abſolute perfeQtion is not in 
human nature, fo that it would be idle to 
3 wiſh 
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wih it. But I am very willing to compound 


for your coming nearer to perfection than 
the generality of your co-temporaries : with- 
out a compliment to you, I think you bid 
fair for that. Mr Harte affirms, (and, if it 
were conſiſtent with his character, would, I 
believe, ſwear,) that you have no vices of the 
heart; you have undoubtedly a ſtock both of 

ancient and modern learning, which, I will 
venture to ſay, nobody of your age has, and 

which muſt now daily increaſe, do what you 
will. What then do you want towards that 
practicable degree of perfection which I wiſh 

you ? Nothing, but the knowledge, the turn, 
and the manners, of the world; I mean, the 
beau monde. "Theſe it is impoſũble that you 
can yet have quite right; they are not given, 
they muſt be learned. But then, on the other 
hand, it is impoſſible not to acquire them, if 
one has a mind to them; for they are acqui- 
red inſenſibly, by keeping good company, if 
one has but the leaſt attention to their charac- 
ters and manners. Every man becomes, to 
a certain degree, what the people he general- 
ly converſes with are. He catches their air, 
their manners, and even their way of thinking. 
If he obſerves with attention, he will catch 
them ſoon ; but if he does not, he will at long 


run euere them inſenſibly. I know nothing 5 
Vor. III. 255 | C in 
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in the world but poetry, that is not to be ac- 
quired by application and care. The ſum to- 


tal of this is a very comfortable one ſor you, 
as it plainly amounts to this in your favour; 


That you now want nothing but what even your 
pleaſures, if they are liberal ones, will teach 
you. I congratulate both you and myſelf, 


upon your being in ſuch a ſituation, that, ex- 


cepting your exeiciſes, nothing is now want- 
ing but pleaſures to complete you. Take 


them; but (as I am ſure you will) with peo- 


ple of the firſt faſhion, wherever you are, and 


the buſineſs is done: your exerciſes at Paris, 
which I am fure you will attend to, will ſup- 


ple and faſhion your body; and the company 


you will keep there, will, with ſome degree 


of obſervation on your part, ſoon give you their 
air, addreſs, manners, in ſhort, 4e ton de la 


bonne compagnie. Let not thoſe conſiderations, 


however, make you vain; they are only be- 
tween you and me: but as they are very com- 


fortable ones, they may juſtly give you a man- 


ly aſſurance, a firmneſs, a ſteadineſs, with- 
out which a man can neither be well- bred, 


or in any light appear to advantage, or really 


what he is. 'They may juſtly remove all ti- 
midity, awkward baſhfulneſs, low diffidence 


of one's ſelf, and mean abject complaiſance to 


every or any body's opinion. La Bruyere 
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ſays, very truly, On ne vaut dans ce monde, 
que ce que Pon veut valoir : It is a right prin- 
ciple to proceed upon in the world, taking 
care only to guard againſt the appearances 
and outward ſymptoms of vanity. Your 
whole then, you ſee, turns upon the company 


you keep for the future. I have laid you in 

; variety of the beſt at Paris, where, at your ar- 

- MW rival; you will find a cargo of letters, to very 

© different ſorts of people, as beaux eſprits, 

; ſcavants, et belles dames. Theſe, if you will 

1 frequent them, will torm you, not only by 
, their examples, but by their advice and ad- 
: monitions in private, as I have defired them 
y to do; and conſequently add to what you have, : 
e 


the only one thing now needful. 


| Pray tell me what Italian books you have 
a read, and whether that language is now be- 
55 come familiar to you. Read Arioſto and Taſ- 
. ſo through, and then you will have read all 
1 the Italian poets who in my opinion are 
- WH worth reading. In all events, when you get 
to Paris, take a good Italian maſter to read 
d, . Italian with you three times a- week; not only 
L to keep what you have already, which you 
1- would otherwiſe forget, but alfo to perfect you 
ce in the reſt. It is a great pleaſure, as well as 
to a great advantage, to be able to ſpeak to people 
re ol L all nations, and well, in their own language. 
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Aim at perfection in every thing, though in 


moſt things it is unattainable; however, they 


who aim at it, and perſevere, will come much 
nearer it, than thoſe whoſe lazineſs and de- 


ſpondency makes them give it up as unattain- 
able. Magnis tamen excidit auſis, is a degree 
ol praile which will always attend a noble and 


Guning temerity; and a much better ſign in a 
young fellow, than ſerpere humi, tutus nimium 
timilujque procelig. For men, as well as wo- 


| men; 


1 Porn to be controuled, 
Stoop to the forward and the bold. 


A man who ſets out in the world with real 
timidity and diffidence, has not an equal 
chance in it; he will be diſcouraged, put by, 
or trampled upon. But, to ſucceed, a man, 
_ eſpecially a young one, ſhould have inward 
| firmneſs, ſteadineſs, and intrepidity; with 
exterior modeſty, and ſeeming diffidence. He 
mult modeſtly, but reſolutely, affert his own 
rights and privileges. Suaviter in modo, but 
| Fortiter in re. He ſhould have an apparent 


frankneſs, and openneſs, but with inward 
caution and cloſeneſs. All theſe things will 


come to you, by frequenting and obſerving 
good company : and by good company, I 


mean that ſort of company, which 1s called 


ns: company by err body of that place. 


When 
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When all this is over, we ſhall meet; and 
then we will talk over, téte à téte, the va- 
rious little finiſhing ſtrokes, which coverſation 
and acquaintance occaſionally ſuggeſt, and 
which cannot be methodically written. 

Tell Mr Harte that I have received his two 
letters of the 24 and 8th, N. 8. which, as ſoon 
as I have received a third, I will anſwer. 


Adieu, my dear ! I find you will do. 


—_—.. 


L EL TAK. 5 cxcv. 


| - "Londen. June the su, O. 8. 1780. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Have received your picture, which I have 


1 long waited for with impatience; I want- 
ed to foe your countenance, from whence Iam 
very apt, as I believe moſt people are, to form 
ſome general opinion of the mind. If the 
painter has taken you as well as he has done 
Mr Harte, (for his picture is by far the moſt 
like I ever ſaw in my life), I draw good con- 
cluſions from your countenance, which has 
both ſpirit and Fineſſe in it. In bulk you are 

pretty well increaſed ſince I ſaw you. if your 


height is not increaſed in proportion, I deſire 


that you will make haſte to complete it. Seri- 
* „believe that your exerciſes at Paris will 


2x. make. . 
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make you ſhoot up to a good ſize; your legs, 
by all accounts, ſeem to promiſe it. Dancing 
excepted, the wholeſome part 1s the beſt part 
of thoſe academical exerciſes. Ils dẽgraiſſent 


eur homme. A propos of exerciſes; I have 


prepared every thing for your reception at 


Monſieur de la Gueriniere's ; and your room, 
c. will be ready at your arrival. I am ſure 


vou mult be ſenſible how much better it will 


be for you to be interne in the Academy, for 


the firſt fix or ſeven months at leaft, than to 


be en hotel garni, at ſome diſtance from it, 
and obliged to go to it every morning, let the 


weather be what it will, not to mention the 
Joſe of time too : beſides, by living and board- 


ing in the Academy, you will make an ac- 


cuaintance with half the young fellows of fa- 


ion at Paris; and in a very little while be 


looked upon as one of them in all French com- 
panies; an advantage that has never yet hap- 
pened to any one Engliſhman that I have 
known. I am ſure you do not ſuppoſe that 


the difference of the expence, which is but a 


trifle, has any weight with. me in this reſolu- 


tion. You have the French language ſo per- 


fectly, and you will acquire the French tour- 
ure ſo ſoon, that I do not know any body 
likely to paſs his time ſo well at Paris as your- 
Felt. Our young countrymen have WR 

too 


"ng 


too little French, and too bad addreſs, either 
to preſent themſelves or be well received in 
the beſt French companies; and, as a proof of 
it, there is no one inſtance of an Engliſhman's 


having ever been ſuſpected of a gallantry with 
a French woman of condition, though every 
French woman of condition is more than ſuſ- 
ſpected of having a gallantry. But they take 


up with the diſgraceful and dangerous com- 
merce of proſtitutes, actreſſes, dancing women, 


and that fort of traſh; though, if they had 


common addreſs, better atchievements would 
be extremely eaſy. Un arrangement, which 
is in plain Engliſh a gallantry, is, at Paris, as 
neceſſary a part of a woman of faſhion's 5 


bliſhment, as her houſe, table, coach, &c. A 


young fellow muſt therefore be a very awk- 
ward one, to be reduced to, or of a very ſin- 


gular taſte, to prefer drabs and danger to a 


commerce (in the courſe of the world not diſ- 


graceful) with a woman of health, education, 


and rank. Nothing ſinks a young man into 


low company, both of women and. men, ſo 
ſurely as timidity and diffidence of himſelf; 
If he thinks that he ſhall not, he may depend 


upon it he will not, pleaſe z. but with proper 


endeavours to pleaſe, and a degree of per- 

ſuaſion that he ſhall, it is almoſt certain that 
he wall. How many people does one meet 
; with 
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with every where, who with very moderate 


parts, and very little knowledge, puth them 


ſelves pretty far, ſingly by being ſanguine, en- 
terprizing, and perſevering? They will take 


no denial from man or woman; diffculties do 
not diſcourage them; repulſed twice or thrice, 
they rally, they charge again, and nine times 
in ten prevail at laſt. The ſame means will 

much ſooner, and more certainly, attain the 


ſame ends, with your parts and knowledge. 
Lou have a fund to be ſanguine upon, and 
good forces to rally. In buſineſs (talents ſup- 


poſed) nothing is more effectual, or ſucceſsful, 


than a good, though concealed, opinion of 


one's ſelf, a firm reſolution, and an unwearied 
perſeverance. None but madmen attempt im- 
poſſibilities; and whatever is poſſible, is one 
way or another to be brought about. If one 
method fails, try another, and ſuit your me- 
thods to the characters you have to do with. 


At the treaty of the Pyrenees, which Cardi- 


nal Mazarin and Don Louis de Haro con- 


cluded dans die des Faiſans, the latter car- 


ried ſome very important points by his conſtant 


and cool perſeverance. 


The Cardinal had all the Iealian vivacity and 
impatience; Don Louis all the Spaniſh phlegm 


and tenaciouſneſs. The point which the Car- 


dinal had molt at heart was, to hinder the re- 


eſtabliſh» 


e 
I 
C 
a 


— 
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eſtabliſhment of the Prince of Condse, his im- 


placable enemy; but he was in haſte to con- 
clude, and impatient to return to Court, where 
ablence is always dangerous. Don Louis ob- 
ſcrved this, and never failed at every confe- | 
rence to bring the affair of the Prince of Conde 
upon the fais. The Cardinal, for ſome time, 
refuſed even to treat upon it; Don Louis, with 
the tame /ens froid, as conſtanly perſiſted, till 
he at laſt prevailedz contrary to the intentions 
and the intereſt both of the Cardinal and of 
his Court. Senſe muſt diſtinguiſh between 
what is impoſſible, and what is only difficult; 


and ſpirit and perieverance will get the better 


of the latter. Every man is to be had one way 
or another, and every woman almoſt any way. 


J muſt not omit one thing, which is previouſly. 


neceſſary to this, and indeed to every thing 
elſe; which is, Attention, a flexibility of atten» 


tien; never to be wholly engroſſed by any paſt 
or luture object, but uſtantly directed to the 


preſent one, be it what it will. An abſent 
man can make but few obſervations; and thoſe 


will be disjointed and imperfeCt ones, as half 
the circumitances muſt neceſſarily eſcapehim, 


He can purſue nothing ſteadily, becauſe his 
abſences make him loſe his way. They are 
very difagreeable, and hardly to be tolerated 
in old age; but, in youth, they cannot be for- 

given. 
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given. If you find that you have the leaſt ten- 


dency to them, pray watch yourſelf very care- 
fully, and you may prevent them now : but if 
| you let them grow. into a habit, you will find 
{| it very dithcult to cure them hereafter; and a 
 worle diſtemper 1 do not know. 


from one who had been lately at Rome, that 
nobody was better received in the beſt com- 
panies than yourſelf. The fame thing, I dare 
| ſay, will happen to you at Paris; where they 
are particularly kind to all ſtrangers, who 
will be civil to them and ſhow a deſire of 
pleaſing. But they muſt be flattered a little, 
not oniy by worels, but by a ſeeming preſe- 
"rence given to their country, their manners, 
and their cuſtoms; which is but a very imall 
price to pay for a very good reception. Were 
I in Africa, I would pay it to a negro for his 
 good- -will, Adicu. 


* T TK. k - Cxeve 
. London, June the 11th, 0. s. 1750s 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


HE Preſident Monteſquieu e you 
will be acquainted with at Paris) after ha- 
vin, laid down, in his book de E/prit des Loix, 
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I heard with great ſatisfaction the other day, | 


od oa, + ws tus AY wand . an" wm „ ©: oo wail > 


| neſs it in our behav Iour, 
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the nature and principles of the three different 


kinds of government, viz. the democratical, 


the monarchical, and the deſpotic; treats of the 


education neceſſary for each reſpective form. 
His chapter upon the education proper for the 
monarchical, I thought worth tranſcribing 
and ſending to you. You will obſerve, that 
the monarchy which he has in his eye 18 
France. 


Ce n'eſt point dans les maiſons publiques 


ou l'on inſttuit l'enfance, que l'on recoit dans 
les monarchies la principale education ; c'eſt 


lorſque l'on entre dans le monde que l'educa- 


tion en quelque fagon commence. La eſt Pe- 
cole de ce que l'on appelle l'honneur, ce mai- 


tre univerſe], qui doit partout nous conduire. 


C'eſt là que l'on voit et que Von entend 
toujours dire trois choſes, qu'il faut mettre 


dans les vertus une certaine nobleſſe, dans les 


meœurs une certaine franchiſe, dans les mani- 
eres une certaine Politeſſe. 5 


| Les 
In monarchies, the principal branch of education is 
not taught in colleges or academies. It comm-.ces, in 
ſome meaſure, at our ſetting out in the world ; for this is 


the ſchool of what we call honour, that univerſal preceptor, 
which ought every where to be our guide. 


Here it is that we conſtantly hear three rules or maxims; | 
viz. that we ſhould have a certain nobleneſs 1 in our virtues, 


a kind of frankneſs in our morals, and a particular oe 
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Les vertus qu'on nous y montre ſont tou- 
jours moins ce que l'on doit aux autres, que 


ce que Pon ſe doit a ſoi-meme; elles ne ſont | 


Pas tant ce qui nous appelle vers nos concitoy- 
ens, que ce qui nous en diſtingue. 
On n'y juge pas les actions des hommes 


comme bonnes, mais comme belles; comme 


juſtes, mais comme grandes; comme raiſon- 
nables, mais comme extraordinaires. 

Des que Vhonneur y peut trouver quelque 
choſe de noble, il eſt ou le juge qui les rend 
legitimes, ou le ſophiſte qui le juſtifie. 

Il permet la galanterie, lors qu'elle eſt unie 
a l'idèe du ſentiment du cœur, ou a Videe de 
conquete; et c'eſt la vraie raiſon pour laquelle 
les mceurs ne ſont jamais ſi pures dans les mo- 
narchies, que dans les gouvernemens repu- 
| blicains. 
II 
The virtues we are here taught, are leſs what we owe to 


others, than to ourſelves ; they are not ſo much what draws 
us towards ſociety, as what INS us trom our fellow- 
citizens. | 

Here the actions of men are judged, not as virtuous, but 
as \hining; not as juſt, but as great: not as reaſonable, 
but as extraordinary. | 

When honour here meets with any thing noble in our 
actions, it is either a judge that approves them, or a fo- 
phiſter by whom they are excuſed. | 

It allows of gallantry, when united with the idea of ſen- 
ſible affection, or with that of conqueſt; this is the reaſon 
why we never meet with ſo ſtrict a purity of morals in mo- 
narchies, as in republican governments. 
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Il permet la ruſe, lorſqu' elle eſt jointe I Vi- 
dee de la grandeur de l'eſprit ou de la gran- 
deur des affaires, comme dans la politique dont 
les fineſſes ne l'offenſent pas. 

Il ne defend Padulation que lorſqu' elle eſt 
ſeparee de Videe d'une grande fortune, et n'eſt 
jointe qu'au ſentiment de fa propre baſſeſſe. 

A l'egard des mceurs, Jai dit que Peduca- 
tion des monarchies doit y mettre une certaine 
franchiſe. On y veut donc de la verite dais 
les diſcours. Mais eſtce par amour pour elle? 
point du tout. On la veut parce qu'un hom- 
me qui eſt accoutume a la dire paroit ctre har- 
di et libre. En effet, un tel homme ſemble 
ne dependre que des choſes, et non pas de la 


maniere dont un autre les regoit. 
Vor, HI. D Oct 


It allows of cunning and craft, when joined with the no- 
tion of greatneſs of ſoul or importance of affairs ; as, for 


inſtance, in politics, with whoſc fineſles it is far from being 
offended, 


It does not forbid adulation, but When 8 from the 


idea of a large fortune, and connected only with the ſenſe 


of our mean condition. | 

With regard to morals, J have obſerved, that the educa- 
tion of monarchics ought to admit of a certain frankneſs and 
open carriage. Truth therefore in converſation is here a 
necelfary point. But is it for the ſake of truth? By no 
means. Truth is requiſite only, becauſe a perſon habituated 
to veracity has an air of boldneſs and freedom. And indeed, 
a man of this ſtamp ſeems to Jay a ſtreſs only on the bios 
themſelves, not on the manner in which they are received. 
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politeſſe a coutùme de tirer ſon origine. 
nait de Venvie de fe diſtinguer. 
gueil que nous ſommes polis: nous nous ſen- 


| Aiſtinguihing ourſelves. 
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C'eſt ce qui fait qu' autant que Von y re- 
commande cette eſpece de ranchile, autant 
on y meépriſe celle du peuple, qui n'a que la 
verite et la ſimplicitè pour objet. 

Enfin education dans les monarchies exige | 
dans les manieres une certaine politeſſe. Les 
hommes nes pour vivre enſemble, ſont nes 
auſſi pour ſe plaire; et celui qui n'obſerveroit 


Pas les bienſeances, choquant tous ceux avec 


qui il vivroit, ſe decrediteroit au point qu il 


deviendroit incapable de faire aucun bien. 


Mais ce n'eſt pas d'une ſource ft pure que la 
Elle 
C'eſt par or- 


tons flatés d'avoir des manieres qui prouvent 


que nous ne ſommes pas dans la baſſeſſe, et 


que 


Hence it is, that in proportion as this kind of frankneſs 
1s commended, that of the common people is deſpiſed, 


which has nothing but truth and ſimplicity for its object. 


In fine, the education of monarchies requires a certain 
politeneſs of behaviour. Man, a ſociable animal, is formed 


to pleaſe in ſociety ; and a perſon that would break through 


the rules of decency, ſo as to thock thoſe he converſed with, 


would loſe the public eſteem, and become incapable of 
doing any good. 


But politeneſs, generally ſpeakiag, does not derive its 
riginal from ſo pure a ſource. . It riſes from a defire of 
It is pride that renders us polite : 


we are flattered with bein g taken notice of for a behaviouz 
that 


which ſhews itſelf externally, but whoſe pride inſenſibly di- 
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que nous n'avons pas vecu avec cette forte 
de gens que Ion a abandonnes dans tous les 


Ages. 


Dans les monarchies la politeſſe eſt natura- 
liſee i la cour. Un homme exceſſivement 
grand rend tous les autres petits. De la les 


egards que l'on doit A tout le monde; de- là 
nait la politeſſe, qui flatte autant ceux qui 


ſont polis que ceux a Pegard de qui ils le ſont, 
parce qu'elle fait comprendre qu'on eſt de la 
cour ou qu'on eſt digne d'en etre. 

L'air de la cour conſiſte à quitter ſa gran- 
deur propre pour une grandeur empruntee. 
Celle-ci flatte plus un courtiſan que la ftienne 


meme. Elle donne une certaine modeſtie 


ſuperbe qui ſe repand au-loin, mais dont Por- 
gaeil diminue inſenſiblement, A proportion 
WR D'2 „ 


that ſhews we are not of a mean condition, and that we have 
not been bred up with thoſe d ho in all ages are conlidere. a 
as the ſcum of the people. 


Politeneſs, in monarchies, is naturalifed at Court; one 


man exceſſively great, renders every body elſe little, Ilence 
that regard, which is paid to our fellow-ſubjects; henee 
that politeneſs, equally plealing to thoſe by whom, as to 


thoſe towards whom, it is practiſed ; becauſe it gives people 
to underſtand, that a perſon actually belongs, or at lcalt 


deſerves to belong, to the Court. 


A Court air conſiſts in quitting a real for a borrowed 


_ greatneſs. The latter pleaſes the Courtier more than the 


former. It inſpires him with a certain diſdainful modeſty, 


mi- 
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= de la diſtance ou Von * de la ſource de cette 
| grandeur. | 

On trouve à la cour une delicateſſe de gout 
en toutes choſes, qui vient d'un uſage conti- 
nuel des ſuperfluitès d'une grande fortune, de 
{a variete et ſurtout de la laſſitude des plaiſirs, 
de la multiplicite, de la confuſſion meme des 
fantaiſies, qui lorſqu'elles ſont SO 7 
{ont toujours regues. ; 

C'eſt fur toutes ces choſes que Veducation 
ſe porte pour faire ce qu'on appelle }honnete 
homme, qui a toutes les qualites et toutes 
les vertus que l'on demande dans ce gouverne- 
ment. | 
12. Fbonsent ſe di par-tout entre 
dans toutes les facons de penſer et toutes les 
manieres de ſentir, et dirige meme "es prin» 
cipes. 3 
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Cet 


miniſhes in eee to its diſtance from the fource of this 
grcatneſs. 
At Court we find a delicacy of taſte i in every thing, a de- 
licacy ariſing from the conſtant uſe of the ſuperfluities of 
life, from the variety, and eſpecially the ſatiety of pleaſures, 
from the multiplicity and even confuſion of fancies, which, 
-af they are but agreeable, are ſure of bcing well received. 
Theſe are the things which properly fall within the pro- 
vince of education, in order to form what we call a man of 
honour, a man poſſeſſed of all the qualities and virtues 8 
quiſite in this kind of government. 2 
| Here it is that honour interferes with every thing, mixing 
even with people's manner of thinking, and direQing their 
very principles. | 
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Cet honneur biſarre fait que les vertus ne 
font que ce qui'l veut et comme il les veut; 
il met de ſon chef des regles à tout ce qui 
nous eſt preſcrit; il etend ou il borne nos de- 
voirs à fa fantaiſie, ſoit qu'ils atent leur ſource 
dans la religion, _ la politique, ou dans la 
morale. | 
Il n'y a rien dans la monarchie que les loix, 
la religion, et l'honneur preſcrivent tant que 


Pobeiflance aux volontes du Prince: mais cet 


honneur nous dicte que le Prince ne doit ja- 
mais nous preſcrire une aCtion qui nous de- 


ſhonore, parce qu elle nous rendroit incapable 
de le ſer vir. 


Gruillon refuſa dbaffaſſiner le Duc de Gets, 
mais il offrit à Henri Trois de ſe battre contre 
Jui. Apres la Saint Barthelemi, Charles 
Neuf ayant ecrit a tous les gouverneurs de 


3 faire 


To this whimſical honour it is owing that the virtues are 
only juſt what it pleaſes : it adds rules of its own invention 
to every thing preſcribed to us; it extends or limits our 
Cuties according to its own fancy, whether they proceed 
trom religion, politics, or morality. | 
| There 1 is nothing ſo ſtrongly inculcated in monarchies, by 
the laws, by religion, and honour, as ſubmiſſion to the 
Prince's will; but this very honour tells us, that the Prince 
never ought to command a dithonourable action, becauſe 
this would render us incapable of ſerving him. | 

Grillon refuſed to aſſaſſinate the duke of Guiſe, but offered 
to fight him. After the maſſacre of St Bartholomew, Charles 

IX. having ſent orders to the governors in the ſeveral pro- 

| | vinccs 
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faire maſſacrer les Huguenots, le Vicomte 
Dorte, qui commandoit dans Bayonne, ecri- 
vit au Roi: “ Sire, je n'ai trouve parmi les 
ce habitans et les gens de guerre, que de bons 
« citoyens, de braves ſoldats, et pas un bour- 
« reauz ainſi eux et moi ſupplions votre Ma- 
&« jelte d' employer nos bras et nos vies a choſes 
« faiſables.” Ce grand et genereux courage re- 
gardoit une làchetè comme une choſe impoſſible. 

Il n'y a rien que l'honneur preſcrive plus 
a la Nobleſſe, que de ſervir le Prince a la 
guerre. En effet, c'eſt la profeſſion diſtinguee, 
Parce que ſes haſards, fes ſucces, et ſes mal- 
heurs meme conduifent a la grandeur. Mais 
en impoſant cette Joi, Phonneur veut en 
etre Parbitre; et s'il fe trouve choque, il 10 
ou permet a 'on 1 fe retice chez ſoi. 

II 
vinces for Huguenots to be murdered, viſcount Dort, Who 
commanded at Bayonne, wrote thus to the king: Sire, 
among the inhabitants of this town, and your Majeſty's 
troops, I could not find ſo much as one executioner; they 
* are honeſt citizens and brave ſoldiers. We jointly there- 
fore beſeech your Majeſty to command our arms and 
lives in things that are practicable.” This great and ge- 
nerous ſoul looked upon a baſe action as a thing impoſſible. 
There is nothing that honour more ſtrongly recommends 
to the Nobility, than to ſerve their Prince in a military capa- 
city. And indeed this is their favourite profeſſion ; becauſe 
its dangers, its ſucceſs, and even its miſcarriages, are the 
road to grandeur, Yet this very law of its own making, 
honour chuſes to explain; and in cafe of any affront, it re · 
quires or permits us to retire, 


Il 
whe 
Sire, 
ſty's 
they 
here- 
and 
d ge- 
ible, 
iends 
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Ill veut qu'on puiſſe indifferemment aſpirer 
aux emplois ou les refuſer ; il tient cette li- 
berte au deſſus de la fortune meme. 
IL'bonneur a donc ſes regles ſupremes, et 
education eſt obligee de 8'y conformer. Les 
principales ſont, qu'il nous eſt bien permis de 
faire cas de notre fortune, mais qu'il nous eſt 
ſouverainement defendu d'en faite aucun de 
notre vie. i 
Lua ſeconde eſt, que lorſque nous avons ee | 
une foi places dans un rang, nous ne devons 
tien faire ni ſouffrir qui faſſe voir que nous 
nous tenons inferieurs A ce rang meme. 

Lua troiſieme, que les choſes que l'bonneur 
defend, font plus rigoureuſement defendues, 
lorſque les Loix ne concourent point a les pro- 
ſcrire, et que celles qu'il exige font plus forte- 

ment 


It inſiſts alſo that we ſhould be at liberty either to ſeek or 


to reject employments ; a liberty which it prefers even to 
an ample fortnne. Ds, 


Honour therefore has its ſupreme 0 to which 8 
tion is obliged to conform. The chief of theſe are, that we 
are permitted to ſet a value upon our fortune, but are abſo- 
lutely forbidden to ſet any upon our lives. 

The ſecond is, that when we are raifed to a poſt or pre- 
ferment, we ſhould never do or permit any thing, which 
may foo to imply that we look upon Cartel ves as inferior 
to the rank we hold. 

The third is, that thoſe 2 which dandur forbids, are 
more rigorouſly forbidden, when the laws do not concur in 
the prohibition; and thoſe it commands, are more ſtrongly 

| 1 
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ment exigees, lorſque les Loix ne le deman- | 
dent Pas. 


ſe: 


W. 


Though our government differs conſidera- 
bly from the French, inaſmuch as we have 
fixed laws, and conſtitutional barriers, for the | 
ſecurity of our liberties and properties; yet 
the Preſident's obſervations hold pretty near 
as true in England, as in France. "Though 
Monarchies may differ a good. deal, Kings 
differ very little. Thoſe who are abſolute, 
defire to continue ſo ; and thoſe who are not, 
endeavour to become fo: hence, the ſame t 
maxims and manners almoſt in all Courts; N 
voluptuouſneſs and profuſion encouraged, the Ii n: 
one to ſink the people into indolence, the o- Ii in 
ther into poverty, conſequently into depen- Þ i! 
dency. The Court is called the world here, ft 
as well as at Paris; and nothing more is Un 
meant, by ſaying that a man knows the world, *\ 
than that he knows Courts. In all Courts Ia 
you muſt expect to meet with connections r1 
without friendſhip, enmities without hatred, P 
honour without virtue, appearances ſaved, l; 
and realities ſacrificed ; good manners, with n 
bad morals; 3 and all vice and virtue ſo diſgui- f 


ſed, b 
inſiſted upon, Wh they happen not to be commanded k 
by law, 8 


| Mr Ny GENT's Tranſlation- 
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ſed, that whoever has only reaſoned upon both, 
would know neither when he firſt met them 
at Court. It is well that you ſhould know 
the map of that country, that when you come 
to travel in it, you may do it with 3 
ſafety. | 
From all this, you will of yourſelt draw 
this obvious concluſion, That you are in truth 
but now going to the great and important 
ſchool, the world; to which Weſtminiſter 


and Leipſig were only the little preparatory 


ſchools, as Mary-le-bone, Windſor, &c. are 
to them. What you have already acquired, 
will only place you in the ſecond form of this 
new ſchool, inſtead of the firſt. But if you 
intend, as I ſuppoſe you do, to get into the 


I ſhell, you have very different things to learn 


from Latin and Greek; and which require 
much more ſagacity and attention, than thoſe 
two dead languages: the language of pure 
and ſimple nature, the language of nature va- 
riouſly modified, and corrupted by pathons, 


prejudices, and habits: the language of ſimu- 


lation, and diſſimulation; very hard, but very 
neceſſary, to decypher. Homer has not half 
ſo many, nor ſo diſſicult dialects, as the great 
book of the ſchool you are now going to. 
Obſerve therefore progreſſively, and with the 


greateſt attention, what the beſt ſcholars in 


the 
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the form immediately above you do, and ſo 


on till you get into the ſhell yourſelf. Adieu. 


Pray tell Mr Harte that I have received his} 
letter of the 27 May, N. 8. and that I ad- 


vile him never to take the Engliſh news-wri- 
ters literally, who never yet inſerted any one 
thing quite right. I have both his patent and} 


his mandamus, in both which he is Walter, 


let the news: papers call him what they pleaſe, 


i 5 4 © 0:0 CXC Vn. 
> on 3 Joly the gth, O. S. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

SHOULD not deſerve that a appellation | in 
return from you, if I did not freely and 
explicitly inform you of every corrigible defect, 
which I may either hear of, ſuſpect, or at any 
time diſcover, in you. Thoſe who in the com- 
mon courſe of the world will call themſelves 
your friends, or whom, according to the com- 
mon notions of friend{hip, you may poſſibly 
think ſuch, will never tell you of your faults, 
ſtill lefs of your weakneſſes. But on the con- 
trary, more deſirous to make you their friend, 
than to prove themſclves yours, they will flat- 
ter both, and in truth not be ſorry for either. 


Interiorly, moſt people enjoy the inferiority 
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their beſt friends. The uſeful and eſſential | 
hart of friendſhip, to you, is reſerved ſingly 
or Mr Harte and myſelf; our relations to 
ou tand pure, and unſuſpected of all private 
ri. Nriews. In whatever we ſay to you, we can 
ave no intereſt but yours. We can have no 
ompetition, no jealouſy, no ſecret envy or 
malignity. We are therefore authoriſed to 
repreſent, adviſe, and remonſtrate; and your 
reaſon muſt tell you that you ought to attend = 
— to and believe us. 
7 I am credibly informed, that there is ſtill * 
conſiderable hitch or hobble in your enunci- 
ation; and that when you ſpeak faſt, you 
ſometimes ſpeak unintelligibly. I have for- 
in merly and frequently laid my thoughts before 
ind you fo fully upon this ſubject, that I can ſay 
ect, nothing new upon it now. I mult therefore 
any only repeat, that your whole depends upon 
m- i.. Your trade is to ſpeak well, both in pub- 
ves lic and in private. The manner of your ſpeak- 
om · Jing is full as important as the matter; as more 
bly neople have ears to be tickled, than under- 
ts, | ſtandings to judge. Be your productions ever 
on- ſo good, they will be of no uſe, if you flifle | 
nd, Ward ſtrangle them in their birth. The beſt 
lat - compolitions of Corelli, if ill executed, and 
her. Nplav'd out of tune, inſtead of touching, as 
rity} they do when well Ferme, would only 
of . „ enxcite 
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excite the indignation of the hearers, when 
murdered by an unſkilful performer. But tof 
murder your own productions, and that coram 


| a 
populs, is a Medean cruelty, which Horace 
abſolutely forbids. Remember of what im- p 


portance Demoſthenes, and one of the Gracchi, Ml ; 
thought enunciation: read what ſtreſs Cicero it 
and Quintilian lay upon it: even the herb- a 
women at Athens were correct judges of it. Ne 
Oratory with all its graces, that of enunciation t 
in particular, is full as neceſſary in our go- t 
vernment, as it ever was in Greece or Rome. q 
No man can make a fortune or a figure in this 
country, without ſpeaking, and ſpeaking well, W t| 
in public. If you will pcrſuade, you muſt 
Hrit pleaſe; and if you will pleaſe, you muſt 
tune your voice to harmony, you wulſt articu- 
late every ſyllable diſtinctly, your emphaſes 
and cadences muſt be ſtrongly and properly 
marked, and the whole together muſt be 
graceful and engaging; if you do not ſpeak 
in that manner, you had much better not ipeak 
at all. All the learning you have, or ever 
can have, is not worth one groat without it. 
It may be 2 comfort and an amuſement to 
you in your cloſet, but can be of no ule to you 
in the world, Let me conjure you, therefore, 
to make this your only object, till you have 
abſclutely conquered i, tor that is in your 

| power; 


> 2 


— 
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power; think of nothing elſe, read and ſpeak 


bor nothing elſe. Read aloud, though alone, 


and read articulately and diſtinctly, as if you 
were reading in public and on the moſt im- 
portant occaſion. Recite pieces of eloquence; 
declaim ſcenes of tragedies to Mr Harte, as 
if he were a numerous audience. If there is 
any pa rticular conſonant which you have a difh- 
culty in articulating, as I think you had with 
the R, utter it millions and millions of times, 
till you have uttered it right. Never ſpeak 
quick, till you have firſt learned to ſpeak well. 
In ſhort, lay aſide every book and every 
thought, that does not directly tend to this 
great object, abſolutely deciſive of your future: 
fortune and figure. 

The next thing neceſfaryi in your e 
is, writing correctly, elegantly, and in a 
good hand too; in which three particulars, I 
am ſorry to tell you, that you hitherto fail. 
Your hand- writing is a very bad one, and 
would make a ſcurvy figure in an office- book 
of letters, or even in a lady's pocket-book. 
But that fault is eaſily cured by care, ſince 
every man who has the uſe of his eyes and of 
bis right hand, 


uu m a fie ple ased. i 


As to the correAneſs and elegancy of your 
Vor. III. L | Wri- 
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writing, attention to grammar does the one, 
and to the beſt authors the other. In your 


letter to me of the 27 June, N. 8. you 


omitted the date of the place, fo that I only 


conjectured from the contents that you were | 


at Rome. 
Thus I have, wich he truth and fraction 
of the tendereſt affection, told you all your 


5 defects, at leaſt all that I know or have heard 


of. Thank God, they are all very curable; 
they mult be cured, and I am ſure you will 
cure them. 'That once done, nothing remains 
for you to acquire, or for me to wiſh you, 
but the turn, the manners, the addreſs, and 


the graces, of the polite world; which expe- 


rience, obſervation, and good company, will 
inſenſibly give you. Few people at your age 


have read, ſeen, and known, fo much as you 


have; and conſequently few are fo near as 
yourſelf to what I call perfection, by which 
I only mean being very near as well as the 
beſt, Far, therefore, from being diſcouraged 
by what you ſtill want, what you already have 
ſhould encourage you to attempt, and con- 


"vince you that by attempting you will inevi- 

tably obtain it. The difficulties which you 
| have ſurmounted were much greater than any 
you have now to encounter. Till very lately, 


Your. way has been only y through thorns and 


brlars; 


n 
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briars; the few that now remain are mixed 
with roſes. Pleaſure is now the principal 
remaining part of your education, It will 
ſoften and poliſh your manners; it will make 

you purſue and at laſt overtake the graces. 
Pleaſure is neceflarily reciprocal; no one feels 
who does not at the ſame time give it. To 
be pleaſed, one muſt pleaſe. What pleaſes 
you in others, will in general pleaſe them in 
you. Paris is indiſputably the ſeat of the 


graces; they will even court you, if you are 


not too coy. Frequent and obſerve the beſt 
companies there, and you will ſoon be natu- 
ralized among them ; you will ſoon find how 

particularly attentive they are to the correct - 
neis and elegancy of their language, and to 
the graces of their enunciation ; they would 
even call the underſtanding of a man in que- 

ſtion, who ſhould negle& or not know the 
infinite advantages ariſing from them. Nar- 
rer, reciter, declamer bien, are ſerious ſtudies 
among them, and well deſerve to be fo every 
where. The converſations even among the 


women, frequently turn upon the elegancies 


and minuteſt delicacies of the French language. 
An engouement, a gallant turn, prevails in all 
their companies, to women, with whom they 
neither are, nor pretend to be, in love; but 
ſhould you (as may very poſſibly happen) fall 

| E 2. really 
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really in love there with ſome woman of fa- 


ſhion and ſenſe, (for I do not ſuppoſe you ca- 
pable of falling in love with a (trumpet), and 


that your rival, without half your parts or 


knowledge, ſhould get the better of you, 
merely by dint of manners, enjouement, badi- 
vage, &c. how would you regret not having 
ſulliciently attended to theſe accompliſhments 
which you deſpiſed as ſuperficial and trifling, 
but which you would then find of real conſe- 
quence in the courſe of the world! And men, 
as well as women, are taken by theſe external 
graces. Shut up your books then now as a 
| buſineſs, and open them only as a pleaſure: 
but let the great book of the world be your 
ferious ſtudy; read it over and over, get it by 
heart, adopt its ſtyle, and make it your own. 
When I caſt up your account as it now 
ſtands, I rejoice to fee the balance ſo much in 
your favour; and that the items per contra 


are ſo few, and of ſuch a nature, that they 


may be very eaſily cancelled. By way of 
debtor and creditor, it ſtands thus: 


Creditor By French. Debtor. To Engliſh. 


German. Enunciation. 
Italian. Manners. 
Latin. . 5 

| Greek. 


8 
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Creditor, By Logic. 


- Ethics. 

d Hiſtory. 

5 = AT Natur, 

u, Jus deere. 

i- Publicum. 

ho This, my dear friend, is a very true ac- 


g, Count, and a very encouraging one for you. 
e. A man who owes ſo little, can clear it off in 
a very little time; and, if he is a prudent man, 
al will: whereas a man, who by long negligence 
owes a great deal, deſpairs of ever being able 
e: co pay; and thereſore never looks into his ac- 
counts at all. 
by When y ou go to Genoa, pray obſerve care- 
n. | fully. all the environs of it, and view them 
ow | with ſomebody who can tell you all the ſitua- 
in tions and operations of the Auſtrian army, 
ira during that famous ſiege, if it deſerves to 
ey. be called one; for in reality the town never 
of was beſieged, nor had the Auſtrians any one 
thing neceſſary for a ſiege. If Marquis Cen- 
Iturioni, who was laſt winter in England, 
h. | ſhould happen to be there, go to him with my 
on. compliments, and he will ſhow you all 4 ima- 
5 ginable civilities. 
I could have ſent you 3 letters to Flo- 
Nagy but that I knew Mr Mann would be 
V' + of. 
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melons you eat, and put it up dry in paper. 
Jou need not ſend it me; but Mr Harte will 
bring it in his pocket when he comes over- I 


the beſt figs, eſpecially z/ Fico gentile, and the 


them, Mr Mann will, I dare ſay, under- 
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of more uſe to you than all of them. Pray 
make him my compliments. Cultivate your 
Jralian, while you are at Florence; where it 
is ſpoken in its utmolt purity, but 111 pro- 
nounced. 


Pray fave me the ſeed of ſome of the beſt 


A, wi ow 1 — 


ſhould likewiſe be glad of ſome cuttings of 
NMaltheſe; but as this is not the ſeaſon for 
take that commiſſion, and ſend them to me 


at the proper time by Leghorn. Adieu. 
Endeavour to pleaſe others, and divert your- 


A” ww — — , ,,, fy pw! tis 


felf as much as ever you can, en honnete et ga. ſ 


tant Homme. t 
„P. 8. 1 fend you the incloſed to deliver to 

Lord Rochford, upon your arrival at Turin.  v 
5 t 

A 
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London, Avguſt the 6th, O. 8. 1750: Y 

MY DEAR FRIEND, n 
IN ck your letter from Sienna, which gare n 
me a very imperfect account both of 
your illneſs and your recovery, L have not re 
ceived 
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ceived one word either from you or Mr Harte. 
L impute this to the careleſſneſs of the poſt 


C fingly ; and the great diſtance between us, at 


preſent, expoſes our letters to thoſe accidents. 
But when you come to Paris, from whence 
the letters arrive here very regularly, I ſhall 
in ſiſt upon your writing to me conſtantly 
once a-week ; and that upon the ſame day, for 
inſtance, every Thurſday, that I may know 
by what mail to expect your letter. I ſhall 
alſo require you to be more minute in your ac- 
count of yourſelf than you have hitherto been, 
or than I have required; becauſe of the in- 
formation which I have received from time to 
time from Mr Harte. At Paris you will be 
out of your time, and mult ſet up for your- 
ſelf: it is then that J ſhall be very ſolicitous 
to know how you carry on your buſineſs. 
While Mr Harte was your partner, the care 
was his ſhare, and the profit yours. But at 


Paris, if you will have the latter, you muſt 
take the former along with it. It will be quite 
a new world to you; very different from the 


little world that you have hitherto ſeen ; and 


you will have much more to do in it. You 


mult keep your little accounts conſtantly every 
morning, if you would not have them run in- 
to confuſion, and ſwell to a bulk that would 
frighten you from ever looking into them at 

33 all. 
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all. You muſt allow ſome time for learning 
what you do not know, and ſome for keeping 
what you do know: and.you muſt leave a great 
deal of time for your pleaſures, which (J re- 
peat it again) are now become the moſt neceſ- 
ſary part of your education. It is by conver— 
fations, dinners, ſuppers, entertainments, &c. 
in the beſt companies, that you muſt be formed 
for the world. Les manieres, les agremens, 
les graces, cannot be learned by theory ; they 
are only to be got by uſe among thoſe who 
have them; and they are now the main object 
of your life, as they are the neceſſary ſteps to 
vour fortune. A man of the beſt parts and 
the greateſt learning, if he does not know the 


world by his own experience and obſervation, 


will be very abſurd; and, conſequently, very 


unwelcome in company. He may ſay very 


good things; but they will probably be fo ill- 
timed, miſplaced, or improperly addreſſed, 
that he had much better hold his tongue. Full 
of his own matter, and uninformed of, or in- 
attentive to, the particular circumſtances and 
ſituations of the company, he vents it indiſ- 
eriminately: he puts ſome people out of coun- 


tenance; he ſhocks others; and frightens all, 


who dread what may come out next. The 
moſt general ru!- that I can give you for the 
world, and which Jour. experience will con- 


vince 
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vince you of the truth of, is, Never to give 
the tone to the company, but to take it from 


them; and to labour more to put them in conceit 


with themſelves, than to make them admire _ 


you. Thoſe whom you can make like them- 
ſelves better, will, I promiſe yous like you very 
well. 


A ſyſtem- monger, who, * knowing : 


any thing of the world by experience, has 


formed a ſyſtem of it in his duſty cell, lays 


it down, for example, that (from the general 
nature of mankind) flattery is pleaſing. He 
will therefore flatter. But how? Why, in- 


diſcriminately : and inſtead of repairing and 


heightening the piece judicioufly, with ſoft 


colours, and a delicate pencil; with a coarſe 


bruſh, and a great deal of white-waſh, he 


daubs and beſmears the piece he means to 


adorn. His flattery offends even his patron ; 


and is almoſt too groſs for bis miſtreſs. A__ 
man of the world knows the force of flattery 
as well as he does: but then he knows how, 
when, and where, to give it; he proportions 
his doze to the conſtitution of the patient. He 


flatters by application, by inference, by com- 


> Epariſon, by hint; and ſeldom directly. In the 
courſe of the world, there is the ſame dif- 
ference, in every thing, between ſyſtem and 5 


Practice: | 


I lon g 


58 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


1 long to have you at Paris, which is to be 
your great ſchool; you will be then in a man- 
ner within reach of me. 
Tell me, are you perfectly recovered, of 
do you ſtill find any remaining complaint upon 

your lungs? Your diet ſhould be cooling, and 
at the ſame time nouriſhing. Milks of all 
kinds are proper for you; wines of all kinds 
bad. A great deal of gentle, and no violent 
exe rciſe, is good for you. Adieu. Gratzia, 
Fama, Valetudo, contingat abunde. 


2- 
WW. 
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London, October the 22d, 5 O. 8. 1750, 
_ MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
His letter will, I am perſuaded, find 


you, and I hope ſafely, arrived at Mont- 


pelier; from whence I truſt that Mr Harte's 


indiſpoſition will, by being totally removed, 
allow you to get to Paris before Chriſtmas. 


| You will there find two people, who, though 


both Engliſh, I recommend in the ſtrongeſt 
manner poſhble to your attention; and adviſe 
you to form the moſt intimate connections 


with them both, in their different ways. The 


one is a man whom you already know ſome- 
thing of, but not near enough ; it is the Earl 
= 3 oF 
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of Huntingdon; who, next to you, is the 
trueſt object of my affection and eſteem ; and, 
who (Iam proud to ſay it) calls me, and con- 
ſiders me as, his adopted father. His parts are 


as quick, as his knowledge is extenſive; and 


if quality were worth putting into an account, 
where every other item is ſo much more va- 
luable, his is the firſt almoſt in this country: 
the figure he will make, ſoon after he returns 


to it, will, if I am not more nsſtaken than 


ever I was 1n my life, equal his birth and my 


hopes. Such a connection will be of infinite 


advantage to you: and I can aſſure you that 


he is extremely diſpoſed to form it upon my 


account; and will, I hope and believe, deſire 
to improve and cement it upon your own. 
In our parliamentary government, connec- 


adams are abſolutely neceſſary; and, if pru- 
dentlyformed, and ably maintained, the ſucceſs 


of them is infallible. There are two forts of 


connections, which I would always adviſe 
you to have in view. The firſt I will call 
equal ones; by which I mean thoſe where the 
two connecting parties reciprocally find their 


account from pretty near an equal degree of 


parts and abilities. In thoſe, there mult be a 


freer comipunication 3 each mult ſee that the 


other 1s able, and be convinced that he N | 
willing, to be of uſe to him. Honour muſt 


be 
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be the principle of ſuch connections; and 
there muſt be a mutual dependence, that pre- 
ſent ard ſeparate intereſt ſhall not be able to 
break them. There mult be a joint ſyſtem of 
action; and in caſe of different opinions, each 
mult recede a little, in order at laſt to form 
an unanimous one. Such, I hope, will be 
your connection with Lord Huntingdon. You 
will both come into parliament at the ſame 
time; and if you have an equal ſhare of abili- 
ties and application, you and he, with other 
young people, whom you will naturally aſſo- 
Ciate, may form a band which will be reſpect- 
ed by any adminiſtration, and make a figure 
in the public. The other ſort of connections 
I call unequal ones; that is, where the parts 
are all on one fide, and the rank and fortune on 
the other. Here, the advantage is all on one 
fide; but that advantage muſt be ably and 
artfully concealed. Complaiſance, an enga- 
ging manner, and a patient toleration of cer- 
tain airs of ſuperiority, muſt cement them. 
The weaker party muſt be taken by the 
heart, his head giving no hold; and he muſt 
be governed, by being made to believe that 
he governs. Theſe people, ſkilfully led, 
give great weight to their leadem I have 
formerly pointed out to you a couple that 1 
take to be proper objects for your {kill ; and 

you 
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you will meet with twenty more, for they are 
very rite. 

The other perſon, whom I ocean to 
you, is a woman; not as a woman, for that 
is not immediately my buſineſs; beſides, 1 


fear ſhe is turned of fifty. It is Lady Hervey, 


whom I directed you to call upon at Dijon; 
but who, to my great joy, becauſe to your 
great advantage, paſſes all this winter at Paris. 
She has been bred all her life at Courts; of 
which ſhe has acquired all the eaſy good breed- 
ing and politeneſs, without the frivolouſneſs. 
She has all the reading that a woman ſhould 
have; and more than any woman need have; 
for ſhe underſtands Latin perfectly well, 
though ſhe wiſely conceals it. As ſhe will 


look upon you as her ſon, I deſire that you 


will look upon her as my delegate: truſt, 
conſult, and apply to her without reſerve, 
No woman ever had, more than ſhe has, 1e 
ten de la parfaitement bonne compagnie, les 
manieres engageantes, et le je ne ſgais quoi qui 
lait. Deſire her to reprove and correct any, 
and every, the leaſt error and inaccuracy in 
your manners, air, addreſs, &. No woman 
in Europe can do it ſo well; none will do it 
more willingly, or in a more proper and obli- 
ging manner. In ſuch a caſe ſhe will not put 


you out of countenance, by telling you of it 
Vol. ny | | F | in | 
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in company; but either intimate it by ſome 

ſign, or wait for an opportunity when you are 

alone together. She is alſo in the beſt French 

company, where ſhe will not only introduce, 

but puff you, if I may uſe fo low a word. 
And I] can aſſure you, that it is no little help, 


in the beau monde, to be puffed there by a fa- 


ſhionable woman. I fend you the incloſed 
billet to carry her, only as a certificate of the 
identity of your perſon, which I take it for 
granted ſhe could not know again. 
Lou would be fo much ſurpriſed to receive 
a whole letter from me, without any mention 
of the exterior ornaments neceſſary for a gen- 
tlemen, as manners, elocution, air, dreſs, ad- 
dreſs, graces, &c. that, to comply with your 
expectations, I will touch upon them; and 
tell you, that, when you come to England, I 
will ſhow you ſome people whom I do not 
now care to name, raiſed to the higheſt ſta- 
tions ſingly by thoſe exterior and adventitious 
ornaments; whoſe parts would never have 
entitled them to the ſmalleſt office in the ex- 
ciſe. Are they then neceſſary, and worth 
acquiring, or not? You will ſee many inſtan- 
ces of this kind at Paris, particularly a glaring 
one, of a perſon “ raiſed to the higheſt poſts 
and dignities in France, as well as to be abſo- 
: „„ lute 
Mr Le Marechal de Richelieu. 
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Jute ſovereign of the beau monde, fingly by the 
graces of his perſon and addreſs; by woman's 
chit-chat, accompanied with important geſ- 
tures; by an impoſing air, and pleaſing abord. 
Nay, by theſe helps he even paſles for a wit, 


though he hath certainly no uncommon ſhare 
of it. I will not name him, becauſe it would 
be very imprudent in you to do jt, A young 


fellow, at his firſt entrance into the beau 
monde, muſt not offend the king de facto there. 
It is very often more neceſſary to conceal 
contempt than reſentment, the former being 
never forgiven, but the latter ſometimes 
forgot. | 

There is a ſmall quarto book, entitled Hi. 
floire Chronologique de la France, lately pub- 


liſhed by le Preſident Henault; a man of parts 
and learning, with whom you will probably 


get acquainted at Paris. I defire that it may 
always lie upon your table, for your recourſe 
as often as you read hiſtory. The chronology, 
though chieffy relative to the hiſtory of France, 


is not ſingly confined to it; but the moſt in- 


tereſting events of all the reſt of Europe are 


alſo inſerted, and many of them adorned by 


ſhort, pretty, and juſt reflections. The new 
edition of les Memaires de Sully, in three quarto 
volumes, is alſo extremely well worth your 
reading, as it will give you a clearer and truer 

55 notion 
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notion' of one of the moſt intereſting periods 
of the French hiſtory, than you can yet have 
formed from all the other books you may 


have read upon the ſubject. That Prince, I 


mean Henry the Fourth, had all the accom- 


pliſhments and virtues of a Hero, and of a 
King; and almoit of a. man. The Jaſt are 


the moſt rarely ſeen; may you poſleſs them 
all! Adieu. | 
Pray make my compliments to Mr Hardly 
and let him know that I have this moment 
received his letter of the 12h, N. S. from 


Antübes. It requires, no immediate anſwer, 


T ſhall therefore delay mine till I have another 
from him. Give him the incloſed, which 1 | 
have received from Mr Eliot. E 


L E T-T' * 1 8 


London, November the 15t, O. S. 1750, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Hop E this letter will not find you ſtill at 
1 Nontpelier, but rather be ſent after you 
irom thence to Paris, where, I am perſuaded, 
that Mr Harte could find as good advice for 
his leg as at Montpelier, if not better; but 


if he is of a different opinion, I am ſure you 
ought to ſtay there as long as he deſires. 


While 


A 
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While you are in France, I could wiſh that 
the hours you allet for hiſtorical amuſement, 
ſuould be entirely devoted te the hiſtory of 


France. One always reads hiſtory to moſt ad- 


vantage in that country to which it is relative; 
not only books, but perſons, being ever at 
hand to ſolve the doubts and clear up difficul- 
ties. I do by no means adviſe you to throw 
away your time in ranſacking, like a dull an- 
tiquarian, the minute and unimportant parts 
of remote and fabulous times. Let blockheads 


read what blockheads wrote. A general no- 


tion of the hiſtory of France, from the conqueſt 
of that country. by the Franks,.to the reign of 
Lewis the XIth, is ſufficient for uſe, conſe- 
quently ſufficient for you. There are, how- _ 
ever, in thoſe remote times, ſome remarkable 
Xras, that deſerve more particular attention; 
I mean thoſe in which ſome notable alterati- 
ons happened in the conſtitution and form df 
government. As for example, the ſettlement 
of Clovis in Gaul, and the form of government 


which he then eſtabliſhed; for, by the way, 


that form of government differed in this par- 
ticular from all-the other Gothic governments, 
That the people, neither collechvely, nor by 
repreſentatives, had any ſhare in it. It was a 
mixture of monarchy and ariſtocracy.; ; and 


what were called the States General of France, 


F 3 don 


= _ ao_ — — 4 * K * 1 wh — 
— . erty It 


——— — — * — 
” d —— 7 — r owes; 5 
„ — : > — 
— 7. i, I ORF 4s" NE ann . 


66 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


conſiſted only of the Nobility and Clergy, till 
the time of Philip le Bel, in the very begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century; who firſt call- 
ed the people to thoſe aſſemblies; by no means 
for the good of the people, who were only a- 
muſed by this pretended honour ; but, in truth, 


to check the Nobility and Clergy, and induce 


them to grant the money he wanted for his 
profuſion : this was a ſcheme of Enguetrrand 
de Marignv, his Miniſter, who governed both 
bim and his kingdom to ſuch a degree, as to. 


be called the co adjutor and governor of the 


kingdom. Charles Martel laid afide theſe aſ- 
ſemblies, and governed by open force. Pepin 
reſtored them, and attached them to him, and 
with them the nation; by. which means he 
depoſed Childrie, and mounted the throne. 
This is a ſecond period worth your attention. 
The third race of Kings, which begins with 
Hugues Capet, is a third period. A judici- 
_ ous reader of hiſtory will ſave himſelf a great 
deal of time and trouble, by attending with 
care only to thoſe intereſting periods of hiſto- 


ry which furniſh remarkable events and make 


Kras, going {lightly over the common run of 


events. Some people read hiſtory, as others 


read the Pilgrim's Progreſs ; giving equal at- 
tention to, and indiſcriminately loading their 
memories with, every part alike. But ! would 


have 
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have you read it in a different manner: take 
the ſhorteſt general hiſtory you can find of e- 
very country; and mark down in that hiſtory 
the moſt important periods, ſuch as conqueſts, 
changes of Kings,. and alterations of the form 
of government; and then have recourſe to 
more extenſive hiſtories, or particular treatiſes, 
relative to theſe great points. Conſider them 
well, trace up their cauſes, and follow their- 
conſequences. For inſtance, there is a moſt 
excellent, though very ſhort, hiſtory of France, 
by le Gendre. Read that with attention, and 
| you will know enough of the general hiſtory z 
but when you find there ſuch remarkable pe- 
riods as are above mentioned, conſult Mezeray, 
and other the beſt and minuteſt hiſtorians, as 
well as political treatifes upon thoſe ſubjects. 
In latter times, Memoirs, from thoſe of Philip 
de Com mines, down to the innumerable ones 
in the reign of Lewis the XIVth, have been of 
great uſe, and thrown great light * parti · 
cular parts of hiſtory.. 

Converſation in France, if you have the . 
dreſs and dexterity to turn it upon uſeful ſub- 
jects, will exceedingly improve your hiſtori- 
cal knowledge; for people there, however 
claſſically ignorant they may be, think it a 
ſhame to be ignorant of the hiſtory of their 
own country : they read thats if they read no- 

thing 
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ching elſe; and having often read nothing elſe, 


are proud of having read that, and talk of it 
willingly ; even the women are well inſtrue- 
ted in that fort of reading. I am far from 


meaning by thts, that you ſhouid always be 
talking wiſely, in company, of books, hiſtory, 


and matters of knowledge. There are many 
companies which you will and ought to keep, 
where ſuch converiations would be miſplaced 


and ill-timed; your own good ſenſe mult di- 


ſtinguiſh the company, and the time. You 


mult trifle with triflers 3 and be ſerious only 


with the ſerious, but dance to thoſe who pipe. 


' Cur in theatrum Cato ſevere veniſti? was 
juſtly ſaid to an old man: how much more ſo 
would it be to one of your age? From the mo- 
ment that you are dreſt, and go out, pocket 
all your knowledge with your watch, and ne- 
ver pull it out in company unleſs deſired: the 


producing of the one unaſked, implies that 
you are weary of the company; and the pro- 
ducing of the other unrequired, will make the 
eompany weary of you. Company is a repu- 
blic too jealous of its liberties, to ſuffer a dic- 
tator even for a quarter of an hour; and yet 
in that, as in all republics, there are ſome 
few who really govern; but then it is by ſeem- 


ing to diſclaim, inſtead of attempting to uſurp, 
the power: that 1s the occalion 1 in which man- 


ners, 


ed, their conqueſt is ſure, and the more laſt- 


, this is not only your firſt and greateſt, but 
” Wought to be almoit your only object, while 
f you are in France. 
1 know that many of your countrymen : are 
apt to call the freedom and vivacity of the 
he French, petulancy and ill- breeding; but 
F ſhould you think ſo, I deſire upon many ac- 
/ counts that you will not ſay ſo: I admit that 
nj 
it may be ſo, inome inſtances of petis maitres 
a ctourdis, and in ſome young people unbroken 
o i 
to the world; but I can aſſure you, that you 
$4 will find it much otherwiſe with people of a 
certain rank and age, upon whoſe model you 


i will do very well to form yourſelf. We call 
their ſteady aſſurance impudence : Why? 


ha Only, becauſe what we call modeſty is awk- 
* ward baſhfulneſs and mauvaiſe honte. For 
u. Iny part, I ſee no impudence, but, on the 
e. Joontrary, infinite utility and advantage, in 
jt preſenting one's felt with the fame coolneſs 
= and unconcern, in any and every company : 
till one can do that, I am very ſure that one 
m- 9 | — 
5 can never preſent one's ſelf well. Whatever is 
ha done under concern and embarraſſment, muſt 
re, oe ill done; and, till a man is ablolutcly eaſy 


aud 
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ners, dexterity, addreſs, and the undefinable 
je ne ſcais quoi, triumph; if properly exert- 


ing for not being perceived. Remember, that 


* 
* 
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Aſſurance and intrepidity, under the white 


for I never ſhall they are of too great conſe- 


and unconcerned in every company, he will 


never be thought to have kept good, nor be 
very welcome in it. A ſteady aſſurance, with n 
ſceming modeſty, is poſſibly the moſt uſeful , 

qualification that a man can have in every part 
of life. A man would certainly make a very © 
inconſiderable fortune and figure in the world, Ml * 
| whoſe modeſty and timidity ſhould often, a 7 
baſhfulneſs always does, put him in the deplo- * 
rable and lamentable ſituation of the pious 0 
Zneas, when ebfupuit fleteruntque come, Ml © 
et vox Jaucibus haſt t. Fortune (as well ay N 
women) | n 
— . — born to be controul',. N 


Stoops to the forward and the bold. 
it. 


banner of ſeeming modeſty, clear the way 


for merit, that would otherwiſe be diſcouraged 


by difficulties in its journey; whereas bare- 
faced impudence is the noiſy and bluſter- 


ing harbinger of a worthleſs and ſenſclels 


uſurper. | 

You will think that I hall never Jo done 
recommending to you theſe exterior worldly 
accompliſhments : and vou will think right, 


quence to you, for me to be indifferent or ne- 
gligent abour them : the ſhining part of your 


| future bguce and fortune depends now wholly * 


upon 
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upon them. Theſe are the acquiſitions which 
mult give efficacy and ſucceſs to thoſe you 
have already made. To have it ſaid and be- 


7 lieved that you are the moſt learned man in 

England, would be no more than was ſaid 
yh and believed of Dr Bentley: but to have it ſaid, 
1 at the ſame time, that you are alſo the beſt- 


bred, moſt polite, and agreeable man in the 
kingdom, would be ſuch a happy compoſition 


y of a character, as I never yet knew any one 

M man deſerve; and which I will endeavour, as 

ſo well as ardently with, that you may. Abſo- 

lute perfection is, I well know, unattainable; 

but I know too, that a man of parts may be 

unweariedly aiming at, and arrive pretty near 

ite it: Tr ſs — | mag Adieu. 

ray LES 


* * 7 1 1 u och 
London, Nov. the 8th, O. 8. 1750. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


EFORE-you get to Paris, where you will 
ſoon be left to your own diſcretien, if 


you have any, it is neceſſary that we ſhould 
underitand one another thoroughly; which is 
the moſt probable way of preventing diſputes. 
Money, the cauſe of much miſchief in the 
world, is the cauſe of moſt quarrels between 
fathers 


erxpence than Idid myſelf: but I never ſo much 
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fathers and ſons ; the former commonly 
thinking that they cannot give too little, and 
the latter that they cannot have enough; 

both equally in the wrong. You muſt do me 
the juſtice to acknowledge, that I have hither- 
to neither ſtinted nor grudged any expence 
that could be of uſe or real pleaſure to you; 
and I can aſſure you, by the way, that you 
have travelled at a much more conſiderable 


as thought of that, while Mr Harte was at 
the head of your finances; being very ſure, 
that the ſums granted were ſcrupulouſly ap- 
_ plied to the uſes for which they were intended. 


But the caſe will ſoon be altered, and you will |f © 
be your own receiver and treaſurer. However, I . 

I promiſe you, that we will not quarrel ſingly i 
upon the quantum, which ſhall be cheerfully 2 
and freely granted ; ; the application and ap- 1 
propriation of it will be the material point, 0 


which I am now going to clear up and finally 
ſettle with you. I will fix, or even name, no 7 
ſettled allowance, though I well know in my 
own mind what would be the proper one; 
but! will firſt try your draughts, by which I b 
can in a good degree Judge of your conduct. 
This only I tell you in general, that if the s 
channels through which my money is to go 
+ are the proper ones, the ſource ſhall not be | 
feanty; 
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| ſcanty 3 but ſhould it deviate into dirty, mud- 


dy, and obicure ones, (which by the by it 
cannot do for a week, without my knowing 
it) I give:you fair and timely notice, that the 


| ſource will inſtantly be dry. Mr Harte, in 


eſtabliſhing you at Paris, will point out to you 

thoſe proper channels. He will leave you there 
upon the foot of a man of faſhion, and I will 
continue you upon the ſame: you will have 
your coach, your valet de chambre, your own 
footman, and a valet de place; which, by the 

way, is one ſervant more than I had. I would 
have you very well dreſſed; by which I mean, 
dreſſed as the generality of people of faſhion 
are; that is, not to be taken notice of for be- 

ing either more or leſs fine than other people: : 
it is by being well dreſſed, not finely drefled, 


| that a gentleman ſhould be diſtinguiſhed. You 5 


muſt frequent les ſpectacles, which expence I 
ſhall willingly ſupply. You muſt play 2 des 


petits jeux de commerce, in mixed companies: 


that article is triſling; I thall pay it cheerfully. 
All the other articles of pocket- money are very 
inconſiderable at Paris, in compariſon of what 
they are here; the filly cuſtom of giving mo- 
ncy wherever one dines or ſups, and the ex- 
penſive importunity ol ſubſcriptions, not being 
yet introduced there. Having thus reckoned 
up all the decent expences of a gentleman, 
You Me d nn 
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to thoſe which I will neither bear nor ſupply. 


which I will moſt readily defray; I come now 


'The firſt of theſe is gaming; which though I 
bave not the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect you of, I 
think it neceſſary eventually to aſſure you, 


that no conſideration in the world ſhall ever t 
make me pay your play-debts: fliould you p 
ever urge to me that your honour is pawned, t. 

I ſhould moſt immoveably anſwer you, that it p 
was your honour, not mine, that was pawned, b 


and that your creditor might e'en take the W 
pawn for the debt. n 


Low company, and low 3 are al- In 


ways much more coſtly than liberal and ele- 1 


gant ones. The diſgraceful riots of a tavern ||| ti 


are much more expenſive, as well as diſho- || 1 
nourable, than the (ſometimes pardonable) I to 


exceſſes in good company. I muſt abſolutely I tu 


hear of no tavern ſcrapes and ſquabbles. | Pt 


I come now to another and very material I th 
point; I mean, women: and Iwill not addreſs | O! 
myſelf to you upon this ſubject, either in a ] in 
religious, a moral, or a parental ſtyle. I will | H 
even lay aſide my age, remember yours, and in 


ſpeak to you as one man of pleaſure, if he had | 
parts too, would ſpeak to another. I will, by 


no means, pay for whores, and their never- || CE 


failing conſequences, ſurgeons; nor will I, Ine 
upon any account, keep lingers, dancers, ac- || Pl 


| treſſes 3 
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treſſes, and id genus omne. And, independent - 
ly of the expence, I muſt tell you, that ſuch 
connections would give me, and all ſenſible 


people, the utmoſt contempt for your parts 


and addreſs: a young fellow muſt have as lit- 
tle ſenſe as addreſs, to venture, or more pro- 


perly to ſacrifice, his health, and ruin his for- 


tune, with ſuch ſort of creatures; in ſuch a 
place as Paris eſpecially, where gallantry is 


both the profeſſion and the practice of every 
woman of faſhion. To ſpeak plainly, I will 


not forgive your underſtanding c—s and ps; 
nor will your conſtitution forgive them you. 
Theſe diſtempers, as well their cures, fall nine 


times in ten upon the lungs. This argument, 


Jam ſure, ought to have weight with you; 
for I proteſt to you, that if you meet with any 
ſuch accident, I would not give one year's 


purchaſe for your life. Laſtly, there is ano- 
ther ſort of expence that I will not allow, 
only becauſe it is a ſilly one; I mean, the fool 
ing away your money in baubles at toy-ſhops. 


Have one handſome ſnuf-box (if you take 


inuff), and one handſome ſword; but then no 


more very pretty and very uſeleſs things. 


By what goes before, you will eaſily per- 
ceive, that I mean to allow you whatever is 
neceſlary, not only for the figure, but for the 


Kent of a Gentleman; and not to ſupply 
Be © | the 
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the profuſion of a Rake. This, you muſt con- 
feſs, does not favour of either the ſeverity ot 
parſimony of old age. I conſider this agree- 
ment between us, as a ſubſidiary treaty on 
my part, for ſervices to be performed on 
yours. I promiſe you, that I will be as punc- 
tual in the payment of the ſubſidies as Eng- 
land has been during the laſt war: but then 
1 give you notice, at the ſame time, that! 
require a much more ſcrupulous execution of 
the treaty on your part, than we met with on 
that of our allies; or elfe that payment will be 
| ſtopped. I hope that all that I have now ſaid {c 
was abſolutely unneceſſary, and that ſenti- 
ments more worthy and more noble than pe- pl 


cuniary ones would of themſelves have point- | © 
ed out to you the conduct J recommend ; but, || 

in all events, I reſolved to be once for all ex- be 
plicit with you, that, in the worſt than can th 
bappen, you may not plead ignorance, and by 
complain that I had not ſufficiently explained Ve 
to you my intentions. 1 | ſil 
HFlaving mentioned the word Rake, I muſt ON 
ſay a word or two more upon that ſubject Ih 
becauſe young people too frequently, and al- of 
ways fatally, are apt to miſtake that character G 
for that of a man of pleaſure z whereas there] 
are not in the world two characters more dif- * 
q 


ferent. A rake is a compoſition of all the 
lowelt 
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loweſt, moſt ignoble, degrading, and ſhame- 


ful vices : they all conſpire to diſgrace his 
character, and to ruin his fortune; while wine 


and the p—x contend which ſhall ſooneſt and 


moſt effeQtually deſtroy his conſtitution. A 
diſſolute, flagitious footman, or porter, makes 


full as good a rake as'a man of the firſt quality. 
By the bye, let me tell you, that in the wildeſt 
part of my youth I never was a rake, but on 
the contrary always deteſted and ee the 


character. 


A man of pleaſure, though not always ſo 


ſcrupulous as he ſhould be, and as one day 
he will wiſh he had been, refines at leaſt his 


pleaſures by taſte, accompanies them with de- 


cency, and enjoys them with dignity. Few 
men can be men of pleaſure, every man may 


be a rake. Remember that I ſhall know every 
thing you ſay or do at Paris, as exactly as if, 
by the force of magic, I could follow you e-— 
very where, like a Sylph or a Gnome, 1nvi- 


ſible myſelf. Seneca ſays, very prettily, that 
one ſhould aſk nothing of God, but what one 


ſhould be willing that men ſhould know; nor 
of men, but what one ſhould be willing that 
God ſhould know : I adviſe you to fay or do 
nothing at Paris, but what you would be 
willing that I ſhould know. I hope, nay I 
believe, that will be the caſe. Senſe, I dare 


fay, 
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ſay, you do not want; inſtruction, I am ſure, 
you have never wanted; experience, you are 
daily gaining; all which together muſt ine- 
vitably (I ſhould think) make you both 
reſpectable et aimable, the perfection of a hu- 
man character. In that caſe, nothing ſhall 
be wanting on my part, and you ſhall folidly 


experience all the extent and tenderneſs of 


my affection for you; but dread the reverſe of 
both! Adieu. 


P. 8. When you get to Paris, after you 
| Have been to wait on Lord Albemarle, go to 

ſee Mr Yorke, whom I have particular reaſons 
for defiring that you ſhould be well with, as I 
ſhall hereafter explain to you. Let him know 

that my orders, and your .own inclinations, 
conſpired to make you deſire his friendſhip 
and protection. 


TELE 1 cen. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
Have ſent you ſo many preparatory let- 
ters for Paris, that this, which will meet 


you there, {hall n be a ſummary of them 
all. 


You 


cf = — 22 — — kw — — 
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You have hitherto had more liberty than 
any body of your age ever had; and I muſt do 


W you the juſtice to own, that you have made a 


better uſe of it than moſt people of your age 
would have done; but then, though you had 
not a jailer, you had a friend with you. At 
Paris, you will not only be unconfined, but 
unaſhſted. Your own good ſenſe muſt be 


vour only guide: I have great confidence in 


it, and am convinced that I ſhall receive 208. --. 


| ſuch accounts of your conduct at Paris as I 


could wiſh ; for I tell you beforehand, that I 
ſhall be moſt minutely informed of all that 
you do, and almoſt of all that you ſay, there. 
Enjoy the pleaſures of youth, you cannot do 
better; but refine and dignify them like a man 
of parts: let them raiſe and not fink, let them 
adorn and not vilify, your character; let them, 
in ſhort, be the pleaſures of a gentleman, and 
taken with your equals at leaſt, but rather 
with your ſuperiors, and thoſe chiefly French. 

Inquire into the characters of the ſeveral 
academicians, before you form a connection 
with any of them; and be moſt upon your 
guard againſt thoſe who make the moſt court 
10 n 

Lou cannot ſtudy much in the academy; 
but you may ſtudy uſefully there, if you are 


an G conomiſt of your time, and beſtow only 


upon 
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of almoſt every day, and which at the year's 
end amount to a very conſiderable ſum of 
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upon good books thoſe quarters and halves of 
hours, which occur to every body in the courſe 


time. Let Greek, without fail, ſhare ſome 


part of every day: I do not mean the Greek 


poets, the catches of Anacreon, or the tender 
complaints of 'Theocritus, or even the porter- 
like language of Homer's heroes; of whom 
all ſmatterers in Greek know a little, quote 
often, and talk of always : but I mean Plato, 
Ariſtotle, Demoſthenes, and Thucydides, 


whom none but adepts know. It is Greek 
that muſt diſtinguiſh you in the learned world, 


Latin alone will not. And Greek muſt be 
ſought to be retained, for it never occurs like 


Latin. When you read hiſtory, or other 


books of amuſement, let every language you 
are maſter of have its turn; ſo that you may 
not only retain, but improve in, every one. [I 
alſo deſire that you will converſe in German 
and Italian, with all the Germans and the I- 
talians with whom you converſe at all. This 


will be a very agreeable and flattering thing 


to them, and a very uſeful one to you. 
Pray apply yourſelf diligently to your exer- 
ciſes; for though the doing them well is not 


ſupremely meritorious, the doing them ill is 


1lliberal, vulgar, and ridiculous, 


] 
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I recommend theatrical repreſentations to 
you; which are excellent at Paris. The tra- 
gedies of Corneille and Racine, and the co- 
medies of Moliere, well attended to, are ad- 
mirable leſſons both for the heart and the 
head. There is not, nor ever was, any 


theatre comparable to the French. If the 


muſic of the French operas does not pleaſe 


your Italian ear, the words of them at leaſt 


are ſenſe and poetry, which is much more 
than I can ſay of any Italian opera that I ever 


read or heard in my life. 
I ſend you the incloſed letter of recom- 


mendation to Marquis Matignon, which 1 
would have you deliver to him as ſoon as you 
can: you will, I am ſure, feel the good effects 
of his warm friendſhip for me, and Lord Bo- 


lingbroke, who has alſo wrote to him upon 


your ſubject. By that, and by the other let- 


ters which I have ſent you, you will be at 
once ſo thoroughly. introduced into the beſt 


French company, that you mult take ſome 


pains if you will keep bad; but that is what 


I do not ſuſpect you of. You have, I am 
ture, too much right ambition, to prefer low 


and diſgraceful company, to that of your ſu- 


| periors both in rank and age. | Your cha- 

racter, and conſequently;your fortune, abſo- 

_y depends upon the company you keep 
and 


—— — IE — = 
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and the turn you take at Paris. I do not, in 
the leaſt, mean a grave turn; on the contrary, 
a gay, a ſprightly, but at the ſame time an 
elegant and liberal one. 

Keep carefully out of all ſcrapes and quar- 
rels. They lower a character extremely; and 
are particularly dangerous in France; where 
a man is diſhonoured by not reſenting an af- 
front, and utterly ruined by refenting it. 'The 
young Frenchmen are haſty, giddy, and pe- 
tulant; extremely national, and avantageux. 
Forbear from any national jokes or reflections, 
which are always improper, and commonly 
unjuſt. The colder northern nations generally 
look upon France as a whiſtling, ſinging, 
dancing, frivolous nation: this notion is very 
far from being a true one, though many petits 


82 


maitres by their behaviour ſeem to jultify it; 


but thoſe very petits maitres, when mellowed 
by age and experience, very often turn out 
very able men, 'The number of great Gene- 
rals and Staſemen, as well as excellent Au- 


thors, that France has produced, is an unde-! 
niable proof, that it is not that frivolous, un- 


thinking, empty nation, that northern preju- 
dices ſuppoſe it. Seem to like and approve 
of every thing at firſt, 


Alter wards... 


MY 


and I promiſe youſ} 
that you will like and N of many thingy, | 


) 


pear 
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expect that you will write to me conſtant- 


| every Thurſday : and that your letter may in- 


form me of your perſonal tranſactions; not of 


what you ſee, but of whom you lee, and what 
you do. 


| Be your own monitor, now that you will 
- have no other. As to enunciation, I muſt. 


e repeat it to you again and again, that there is 
Ino one thing ſo neceſſary; all other talents, 


x. ¶ without that, are abſolutely uſeleſs, except in 


s, your own cloſer. 

ly} It ſounds ridiculouſly to bid you ſtudy with 
ly Hour dancing- maſter; and yet I do. The bo- 
„lily carriage and graces are of infinite conſe- 


ery [quence to every . and more particularly 


its o you. 


it; Adieu for this time, my dear child. Yours 


ved enderly. 

out 8 
e ens 
r E R Ce. 


un- 


London, November the rath, O. 8. 17 50. 
eju- M DEAR FRIEND, 
\rove 


you h 


turns upon ſtrange, little, trifling objects : 


ly, once every week, which I deſire may be 


OU will poſſibly think, that this letter 


linge you will think right, if you conſider them 
| parately z but if you take them aggregately, 
3 you. 


; 
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you will be convinced, that as parts, which 
conſpire to form that whole called the exte- 
rior of a man of faſhion, they are of import. 
ance. I ſhall not dwell now upon thoſe per- 
ſonal graces, that liberal air, and that enga- 
ging addreſs, which I have ſo often recom- 
mended to you; but deſcend ſtill lower, to 
your dreſs, cleanlineſs, and care of your per- 
fon. 1 TY 


When you come to Paris, you muſt take | 


care to be extremely well dreſt 3 that is, as the 
faihionable people are; this does by no means 
conſiſt in the ſinery, but in the taſte, fitneſs, 
and mannet of wearing your clothes; a fine 
ſuit ill made, and flatternly or ſtifly worn, 
fat from adorning, only expoſes the awkward- 

nels of the wearer. Get the beſt French taylor 

to make your clothes, whatever they are, in 
the faſhion, and to fit vou: and then wear 
them, button them, or unbutton them, as the 
genteeleſt people you ſee do. Let your man 
learn of the beſt Vriſeur to do your hair well, 
for that is a mate: ial part of your dreſs. Take 
care to have your ſtockings well gartered up, 
and your ſhoes well buckled; for nothing gives 
a more flovenly air to a man than ill. dreſſed 
legs. In your perſon, you mutt be accurately 
clean; and your teeth, hands, and nails, 
{ould be ſuperlatively fo: 2 dirty mouth has 
real 


tc 
tl 
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real ill conſequences to the owner, for it in- 
fallibly cauſes the decay as well as the into- 
t. | lerable pain of the teeth; and it is very offen- 
ſive to his acquaintance, for it will moſt ine- 


- vitably ſtink. I inſiſt, therefore, that you 
n. wah your teeth the firſt thing you do every 
to morning, with a ſoft ſpunge and warm water, 


ſor four or five minutes; and then waſh your 
mouth five or ſix times. Mouton, whom J 
re defire you will ſend for upon your arrival at 
he Paris, will give you an opiate and a liquor to 
be uſed ſometimes. Nothing looks more or- 
dinary, vulgar, and illiberal, than dirty hands, 
and ugly, uneven, and ragged nails. I do not 
ſuſpect you of that ſhocking, awkward trick, of 
biting yours : but that is not enough; you 
muſt keep the ends of them ſmooth and clean, 
not tipped with black, as the ordinary people's 
always are. The ends of your nails ſhould 
be ſmall ſegments of circles, which, by a very 
ltile care in the cutting, they are eaſily crouglit 
to; every time that you wipe your hands, rub 
the {ſkin round your nails backwards, that it 
may not grow up and ſhorten your nails too 
much. The cleanlineſs of the reſt ot your 
perſon, which by the way will conduce greatly 
to your health, I refer from time to time to 
the bagnio. My mentioning theſe particulars ö 
ariſes (I freely own) from ſome {ſuſpicion that 
VoL. III. 2 - „ 
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the hints are not unneceſſary; for when you 
was a ſchool-boy, you were flovenly and dirty 
above your fellows. I muſt add another cau- 
tion; which is, that, upon no account what- o. 
ever, you put your fingers, as too many peo- g. 
ple are apt to do, in your noſe or ears. It is th 


the moſt ſhocking, naſty, vulgar rudeneſs . 


that can be offered to company; it diſgufts I th 
one, it turns one's ſtomach; and, for my own ||| th 
part, I would much rather know that a man's I de 


finger were actually in his breech, than ſee I dr 


them in his noſe. Waſh your ears well every Jon 


morning, and blow your noſe in your hand- ho, 
kerchief whenever you have occaſion ; but, by an- 


the way, without looking at 1t eee pre 


There ſhould be in the leaſt, as well as in] bee 
the greateſt parts of a gentleman, les manieres I cor 
9 Senſe will teach you ſome, obſerva-¶ be 
tion others; attend carefully to the manners, || titu 


the diction, the motions, of people of the firſt the: 
faſhion, and form your own upon them. On] you 
the other hand, obfcrve a little thoſe of theſ is at 
vulgar, in order to avoid them: for though theſ ever 
things which they ſay or do may be the ſame, I is ve 


the manner is always totally different; andſagre 
in that, nothing elſe, conſiſts the charaCteriſtic} E 


ing, 
peda 


of a man of faſhion. The loweſt peaſant 
ſpeaks, moves, dreſſes, eats, and drinks, a 


much as a man oi the firſt faſhion 3 but doeglette. 


the 


nez 
and 
{tic 


ſantſf ing, what a formal dull fellow, or a cloiſtered 
aJpedant, would fay, if they were to ſee this 
letter: they would look upon it with the ut- 
= i ns = 


does 
e 
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them all quite differently; ſo that by doing 
and faying moſt things in a manner oppoſite 
to that of the vulgar, you have a great chance 
of doing and faying them fight. There are 


gradations in awkwardnefs and vulgariſm, as 
there are in every thing elſe. Les manteres de 


Robe, though not quite right, are ſtill better 
than les manieres Bourgeoiſes, and theſe, 
though bad, are {till better than leg manteres 


de Campagne. But the language, the air, the 
dreſs, and the manners of the Court, are the 


only true ſtandard des manicres nobles, et d'un 


honnete homme. Ex pede Herculem, is an old 
and true ſaying, and very applicable to our 


prefent ſubject ; for a man of parts, who has 
been bred at Courts, and uſed to keep the beſt 
company, will diſtinguith himſelf, and is to 
be known, from the vulgar, by every word, at- 


tizude, geſture, and even look. I cannot leave 
theſe ſceming minuties, without repeating to 
you the neceſſity of your carving well; which 
is an article, little as it is, that is 127 0 twice 
every day of one's life; and the doing it ill 
is very troubleſome to one's ſelf, and very diſ- 


agreeable, often ridiculous, to others. 
Having ſaid all this, I cannot help reflect- 
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moſt contempt : ; ind ſay, that ſurely a farker | 
might find much better topics for advice to a 
ſon. I would admit it, if I had given you, 
or that you were capable of receiving, no bet- 
ter; but if ſufficient pains have been taken to 
form your heart and improve your mind, and, 
as I hope, not without ſucceſs, I will tell thofe 
ſolid Gentlemen, that theſe trifling things, as 
they think them, collectively form that plea- 
ſing je ne ſcais quoi, that enſemble, which they 
are utter itrangers to both in themſelves and 
others. The word azmable is not known in 
their language, or the thing in their manners, 
Great uſage of the world, great attention, and 
a great dure of pleaſing, can alone give it; 
and it is no trifle. It is from old people's 
looking upon thole things as trifles, or not 
thinking of them at all, that ſo many young 
people are fo awkward and ſo ill bred. Their 
Parents, often carcleſs and unmindtul of il 
hens give them only the common run of 
education, as ſchool, univ erſity, and then tra- 
„ching without examining, and very often 
without being able to judge if they did ex- 
amine, what progreſs they make in any of 
theſe ſtages. Ihen they careleſsly comfort 
themſclves, and ſay, That their ſons will do 
like other people's ſons : and ſo they do; that 
15, commonly, very ill. They correct none of 
| the 
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the childiſh, naſty tricks, which they get at 
ſchool; nor the illiberal manners which they 
contract at the univerſity z nor the frivolous 
and ſuperficial pertneſs, which is commonly all 


chat they acquire by their travels. As they do 
not tell them of theſe things, nobody elſe can; 


ſo they go on in the practice of them, without 
ever hearing, or knowing, that they are un- 
becoming, indecent, and ſhocking. For, as 
I have often formerly obſerved to you, nobody 
but a father can take the liberty to reprove a 


young fellow grown up, for thoſe kind of in- 


accuracies and improprieties of behaviour. 
The moſt intimate friendſhip, unaſſiſted by 
the paternal ſuperiority, will not authoriſe it. 


I may truly fay, therefore, that you are happy 


in having me for a fincere, friendly, and 
quick-{ighted monitor, Nothing will eſcape 
me: I ſhall pry for your defects in order to 
correct them, as cutiouſly as I ſhall ſeek for 
your perfeCtions in order to applaud and re- 
ward them; with this difference only, that I 

Hall publicly mention the latter, and never 

bint at the former but in a letter to or a 
tie 2 tte with you, I ſhall never put you 


| out of countenance before company; and I 
hop? you will never give me reaſon to be out 


of countenance for you, as any one of the 
above-mentioned defects would make me. 


1 3 8 Præ- 
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Prætor non curat de minimis, was a maxim 
in the Roman law; for cauſes only of a cer. 
tain value were tried by him; but there were 
inferior juriſdictions, that took cognizance of 
the ſmalleſt. Now I thall try you, not only 
as a Prætor in the greateſt, but as Cenſor in || 
leſſer, and as the loweſt magiſtrate i in the leaſt, 
_ Caſes. 5 
1 have this moment received Mr Harte's 
letter of the 1ſt November, new ſtyle; by 
which I am very glad to find that he thinks 
of moving towards Paris the end of this 
month, which looks as if his leg were better: 
beſides, in my opinion, you both of you only 
loſe time at Montpelier ; he would find better 
advice, and you better company, at Paris, 
In the mean time, I hope you go into the beſt 
company there is at Montpelier, and there 
always is ſome at the Intendant's or the Com- 
mandant's. You will have had full time to 
have learned les petites chanſons Langueds- 
ciennes, which are exceeding pretty ones, 
both words and tunes. I remember, when! 
was in thoſe parts, I was ſurpriſed at the dif- 
ference which I found between the people on 
one fide and thoſe on the other fide of the 
Rhone. The Prevenceaux were, in general, 
ſurly, ill-bred, ugly, and ſwarthy : the Lan- 
_ grecciens the very reverſe; A | Cheerful, well- 
| bree, 
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pred, handſome people. Adieu! Yours moſt 
| affectionately. 


of P. 8. Upon refleQion, 1 direct this letter 
o Paris; I think you muſt have left Montpe- 
in lier before 1 it could arrive there. | | 


lt, 

e's ; | On vi i Ry ne . 
rern eee. 

ks | London, lie the r9th, O. 8. 1750. 
113 MY DEAR FRIEND, 
r: I Was very glad to find, by your letter of 
1y the 12", N. S. that you had informed 


ter yourſelf ſo well of the ſtate of the French ma- 

is. rine at Toulon, and of the commerce at Mar- 
eſt ſeilles: they are objects that deſerve the in- 
ere quiry and attention of every man who intends 
| to be concerned in public affairs. The French 
| are now wiſely attentive to both. Their com- 
merce is incredibly increaſed within theſe laſt 
| thirty years: they have beaten us out of great 
part of our Levant trade: their Eaſt-India trade 
has greatly affected ours: and, in the Weſt In- 
dies, their Martinico eſtabliſhment ſupplies, 
| not only France itſelf, but the greateſt part of 
Europe, with ſugars; whereas our iflands, as 
Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeeward, have 


now no other market for theirs but England. 
New 
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New France, or Canada, has alſo greatly leſ. 
ſened our fur and ſkin trade. It is true (as 
you ſay) that we have no treaty of commerce 
ſubſiſting (I do not ſay with Marſeilles) but 
with France. There was a treaty of commerce | 
made between England and France imme- 
diately after the treaty of Utrecht; but the 
whole treaty was conditional, and to depend 
upon the Parliament's enaCting certain things, 
which were ſtipulated in two of the articles: 
the Parliament, after a very famous debate, 
would not do it; ſo the treaty fell to the 
ground: however, the out- lines of that treaty 
are, by mutual and tacit conſent, the general I 
rules of our preſent commerce with France. . 
It is true too, that our commodities, which MW }- 
go to France, muſt go in our bottoms; the Ml / 
French having imitated, in many reſpects, r. 
our famous Act of. Navigation, as it is com- 
monly called. This act was made in the year n 
1652, in the Parliament held by Oliver Crom. ;. 
well. It forbids all foreign ſhips to bring into f. 
England any merchandice or commodities te 
whatſoever, that were not of the growth and t 
produce of that country to which thoſe {hips ti 
belonged, under penalty of the forfeiture of n 
ſuch ſhips. This act was particulacly levelled WM © 
at the Dutch; who were, at that time, the 

carriers ot almoſt all Europe, and got im- 

mendely 
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menſely by freight. Upon this principle, of 
the advantages ariſing from freight, there is a 
proviſion in the ſame act, that even the growth 
and produce of our own colonies in America 
ſhall not be carried from thence to any other 
country in Europe, without firſt touching in 
ne England; but this clauſe has lately been re- 
ad pealed, in the inſtances of ſome periſhable 
8, WW commodities, ſuch as rice, c. which are 
'S: allowed to be carried directly from our Ame- 
©, rican colonies to other countries. The act 
be alſo provides, That two thirds, I think, of 
ity WW thoſe who navigate the ſaid ſhips, ſhall be 
ral WF Britiſh ſubjects. There is an excellent and 
ce. little book, written by the famous Monſieur 
ch Huet Eveque d'Avranches, fur le Commerce 
the Wl des Anciens, which is very well worth your 
ts, Wl reading, and very ſoon read. It will give you 
m- WW a clear notion of the riſe and progreſs of com- 
car WW merce. There are many other books, which 
m- take up the hiſtory of commerce where Mon- 
nato ſieur d'Avranches leaves it, and bring it down 
ties to theſe times: I adviſe you to read ſome of 
and them with care; commerce being a very efſen- 
| tial part of political knowledge in every coun- 
ty; but more particularly in this, which 
owes all its riches and power to it. 

I come now to another part of your letter; 
which is the orthography, if 1 may call bad 
ſpelling 
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ſpelling erthography. You ſpell induce, en- 
duce; and, grandeur, you ſpell grandure; i 
two faults, of which few of my houſe-maids iſ 
would have been guilty. I muſt tell you, 
that orthography, in the true ſenſe of the word, 
is fo abſolutely neceſſary for a man of letters, 
cr a gentleman, that one falſe ſpelling may 
fix a ridicule upon him for the reſt of his life; 
and I know a man of quality, who never re- | 
covered the ridicule of having ſpelled whole. 
ſome without the wv. 

Reading with care, will ſecure every body 
from falſe ſpelling ; for books are always well 
ſpelled, according to the orthography of the 
times. Some words are indeed doubtful, 
being ſpelled differently by different authors iſ 

of equal authority: but thoſe are few; and in 
thoſe caſes every man has his option, becauſe 
he may plead his authority either way: but, 
where there is but one right way, as in the 
two words above-mentioned, it is unpardon- 
able and ridiculous for a gentleman to miſs 
it; even a. woman of a tolerable education 
would deſpiſe, and laugh at, a lover who 
ſhould fend her an ill-ſpelled b:llet-doux. I 
fear, and ſuſpect, that you have taken it into 
your head, in moſt caſes, that the Matter is 
all, and the Manner little or nothing. If you 
have, undeceive yourlelt 3 and be convinced 
that, 


W that, in every thing, the Manner is full as 
important as the Matter, If you ſpeak the 
ſenſe of an angel, in bad words, and with a 
diſagreeable utterance, nobody will hear you 
twice, who can help it. If you write epiſtles 
as well as Cicero, but in a very bad hand, 


Adonis, with an awkward air and motions, 
Manner therefore in every thing, if you would 


ay be any thing. My principal inquiries of my 
ell friends at Paris, concerning you, will be re- 


he I lative to your manner of doing whatever you 


ul, do. I ſhall not inquire, Whether you under- 
ors WW ſtand Demoſthenes, Tacitus, or the jus pub- 


ule your utterance is pleaſing; vour ſtyle, not 


ut, only pure, but elegant; your manners noble 


the and eaſy; your air and addreſs engaging; in 


ion not; for, till I am ſatisfied in theſe particu- 
vho Wl lars, you and I muſt by no means meet; I 
I could not poſſibly ſtand it. It is in your 
into power to become all this at Paris, if you pleaſe. 

is Conſult with Lady Hervey and Madame Mon- 


ſpeak to Jou, and adviſe you freely. Tell 
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and very ill ſpelled; whoever receives, will 
laugh at them: and if you had the figure of 


it will diſguſt inſtead of pleaſing. Study 


in WM lum imperii: but I ſhall inquire, Whether 


ſnort, whether you are a gentleman, a man of 
faſhion, and fit to keep good company, or 


conſeil upon all theſe matters; and they will 


them, 8 
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them, that biſogna compatire ancora, that you 
are utterly new in the world, that you are de. 
ſirous to form yourſelf, that you beg they will 


reprove, adviſe, and correct you, that you 


know that none can do it ſo well; and that 
you will implicitly follow their directions. 
This, together with your careful obſervation 


of the manners of the beſt company, will really 


form you. 

Abbe Guaſco, a friend of mine, will come 
to you, as ſoon as he knows of your arrival at 
Paris; he 1s well received in the beſt compa- 
nies there, and will introduce you to them. 
He will be deſirous to do you any ſervice he 
can; he is active and curious, and can give 

you information upon moſt things. He is a 
fort of complaiſant of the Preſident Montel 
| quieu, to whom you have a letter. 

I imagine, that this letter will not wait for 
you very long at Paris, where I reckon you 
will be in about a fortnight. Adieu. 


EK T r Sey 


A Londres, le 64 Decembre, v. S. 1750. 
MON CHER AMI, | 


OUS voila a la fin Pariſien, et il faut 
s'adreſſer a un Pariſien en Francois, 
Vous 


foe DR Ma coco 


Vous voudrez bien auſh me repondre de meme, 


pu'ſque je ſerai bien aiſe de voir à quel point 


vous poſſedez Velegance, la delicateſſe, et 
Portographe, de cette langue qui eſt devenue 
pour ainſi dire la langue univerſelle de 'Eu- 
tope. On m'aſſure que vous la parlez ſort 


bien, mais il y a bien et bien. Et tel paſſera 


pour la bien parler hors de Paris, qui pafſeroit 
jui- mème pour Gaulois a Paris. Dans ce 
Pals des modes, le langage meme a la ſienne, 
et qui change preſqu' auſh ſouvent que celle 
des habits. 


 DLafette, le precieux, le neologique, y ſont 


trop à la mode d'aujourd'hui. Connoiſſez 
les, remarquez les, et parlez les mème, a la 


bonne heure, mais ne vous en laiſſez pas in- 
fecter: Veſprit auſſi a ſa mode, et actuellement 


i Paris, c'eſt la mode d'en avoir, en depit 
meme de Minerve ; tout le monde court apres 
Veſprit, qui par parantheſe ne ſe laiſſe jamais 


attraper; s'il ne ſe preſente pas on a beau 
courir. Mais malheureuſement pour ceux 
qui courent apres ils attrapent quelque choſe 
qu'ils prennent pour de Peſprit, et qu'ils don- 
nent pour tel. C'eſt tout au plus la bonne 
fortune d'Ixion, c'eſt une vapeur qu'ils pour— 
ſuivent. De cette erreur reſultent ces beaux 


ſentimens qu on n'a jamais ſenti, ces penſèes 


Hauifes que 4 nature n'a jamais produite, et 


VVV ces 
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ces expreſſions entortillees et obſcures, que 


non ſeulement on n'entend point, mais qu'on 
ne peut pas meme dechiffrer ni deviner. C'eſt 
de tous ces ingrediens que ſont compoſes les 
deux tiers des nouveaux livres Frangois qui 


paroiſſent. C'eſt la nouvelle cuiſine du Par- 
naſſe, ou l'alambie travaille au lieu du pot et 
de la broche, et ou les quinteſſence et les ex- 


traits dominent. N. B. Le ſel OO en 
eit banni. 

Il vous faudra bien hs tems en tems manger 
de cette nouvelle cuiſine, Mais ne vous y 
laitT-z pas corrompre le gout. Et quand vous 
voudrez donner à manger a votre tour, etudiez 


la bonne vieille cuiſine du tems de Louis qua- 


torze. II y avoit alors des chefs admirables, 


comme Corneille, Boileau, Racine, et la Fon- 
taine. Tout ce qu'ils appretoient etoit ſim— 


ple, ſain, et ſolide. Sans metaphore, ne vous 


laiſſez pas eblouir par le faux brillant, le re- 


cherche, les antitheſes à la mode; mais ſervez 
vous de votre propre bon ſens, et appeliez les 
anciens a votre ſecours, pour vous en garantir. 
D'un autre cote, ne vous moquez pas de ceux, 


qui s'y font laiffes ſeduire;z vous ètes encore 
trop jeune pour faire le critique, et pour vous 


eriger en vengeur ſevere du bon ſens lézé. 


Seulement ne vous laiſſez pas pervertir, mais 
ne ſongez pas a convertir les autres. Laiflez 


les 


„ wm 2 
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les jouir tranquillement de leurs erreurs dans 
le gout, comme dans la religion. Le gout en 
France a depuis un ſiecle et demi, eu bien du 
haut et du bas, auſſi bien que la France meme. 
Le bon gout commenga teulement a ſe ſaire 
jour, ſous le regne, je ne dis pas de Louis 
treize, mais du Cardinal de Richelieu, et fut 
encore Epure ſous celui de Louis quatorze, 
grand Roi au moins, &il n'etoit pas grand 


homme, Corneille etoit le reſtaurateur du 


vrai, et le fondateur du theatre Frangois 3 fe. 
reſlentant toujours un peu des Concetti des I- 
taliens et des Agudeze des Eſpagnols; temoin 
les epigrammes qu'il fait debiter a Chimene 
dans tout Fexces de fa douleur. 7 

Mais avant fon tems, les 'Troubadours, et 
les Romanciers etoient autant de fous, qui 
trouvoint des ſots pour les admirer. Vers lu 
fin du regne du Cardinal de Richlieu, ct au 
commencement de celui de Louis quatorze, 
Hotel de Rambouillet etoit le Temple du 
Gout, mais d'un gout pas encore tout à fait 
cpure. C'etoit plu tot un laboratoire d'eſprit, 


ou l'on donnoit la torture au bon ſens, pour 


en tirer ung eſſence ſubtile. Voiture y tra- 
vailloit, et ſuoit meine à groſfes gouttes pour 
faire de l'eſprit. Mais enfin Boileau et Mo- 
here fixerent le gout du vrai; en depit des 
e et des Calprenedes, &c. Ils decon- 


12 firent 
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ffirent et mirent en ſuite les Artamenes, les 
Jubas, les Oroondates, ct tous ces heros de 
Romans, qui valoient pourtant chacun ſeul 
un armee. Ces fous chercherent dans les bi- 
 bliotheques un azyle qu'on leur refuſa; et ils 
n'en trouverent que dans quelques ruelles. 
Je vous conſeille pourtant de lire un tome de 
Cizopatre et un de Clelie, fans quoi i] vous 
Hera impoſſible de vous former une idee de ces 
_ extravagancesz mais Dieu vous garde dalier 
juſquc'au douzieme. 
Le gout reſta pur et vrai pendant preſque 
tout le regne de Louis quatorze, et juſqu'à ce 
155 un tres beau genie y donna, (mais ſans le 
vauloir) quelque atteinte. C'etoit Monſieur 
de Fontenelle, qui avec tout Peſprit du monde, 
ct un grand fgavoir, ſacrifivit peutetre un peu 
trop aux graces, dont il etoit le nouriſſon, et 
Feleve favori. Admire avec raiſon, on voulut 
Vimiter, mais malheureuſement pour le ſiecle 
Pauteur des Paſtorales, de PHiſtoire des Ora- 
cles, ct du theatre Frangois, trouva moins 
d'imitateurs, que le Chevalier Her ne trouva 
de ünges. Contrefait depuis, par mille au- 


ſeul. 

AP hows qu il eſt, Vempire du vrai gout 
ne me paroit pas trop bien affermi en France; 
il ſubſiſte! à la verite, mais al eſt dechire par 


des 


ears, 1 n'a pas ẽtẽ imite que je {cache par un 


celui des caillettes, celui des fades auteurs 
dont les ouvrages ſont verba et veces ef pres 


terea nihil ; et enfin un parti nombreux et fort 
à la mode, d'auteurs qui debitent dans un ga- 


limatias metaphyſique leurs faux raffineinens, 
ſur les mouvemens et les fentimens " lame, 


| du cœur, et de Peſprit. 
Ne vous en laiſſez pas impoſer par la mode; 
ni par des cliques que vous pourrez frequenterz 

mais eſſaiez toutes ces differentes eſpẽces, 


avant que de les recevoir en paiement au coin 


du bon ſens et de la raiſon; et ſoiez bien per- 
ſuade, que rien weſt beau que le vrai. Tout 
brillant qui ne reſulte pas de la ſolidite et de 
la juſteſſe de la penſèe, n'eſt qu'un faux bril- 
lint. Le mot Italien ſur le diamant eſt bien 
vrai A cet egard, quanto pi ode z ⁊a, tanto 


pit [ple ndore. 
Tout ceci n 'empeche pas que vous ne de- 


viez vous conformer exterieurment aux modes 
et aux tons des differentes compagnies ou vous 
vous trouverez. Parlez epigrammes avec les 
petits maitres, ſentimens faux avec les caillet- 


tes, et galimatias avec les beaux eſprits par 
ttat. A la bonne heure; à votre age, ce ne'ſt 


pas à vous à donner le ton à la compagnie, 


mais au contraire à le prendre. Examinez 


bien pourtant, et peſez tout cela en vous 
13 . meme; 
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des partis ; il y a le parti des petites maitres, 
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meme; diſtinguez bien le faux du vrai, et ne 
prenez pas le clinquant au Taſſe pour Por de 
V TR 


Vous trouverez en meme tems à Paris, des 


auteurs, et des compagnies tres ſolides. Vous 
n'entendrez point des fadaiſes, du a 
du guinde, chez Madame de Monconſeil, n 
aux hotels de Matignon et de Coigny, ou ele 
vous preſentera ; le Preſident Monteſquieu ne 
vous parlera Pas Fointes. Son livre de I'Eſprit 
des Loix ecrit en langue vulgaire, vous Plaira, 
et vous inſtruira egalement. 

Frequentez le theatre quand on y jouera 
les pieces de Corneille, de Racine, et de Mo- 
lere, ou il n'y a que du naturel et du vrai. 
Je ne pretends pas par la donner l'excluſion à 
plußeurs pieces modernes qui font admirables, 
et en dernier lieu, Cenie, piece pleine de ſen— 
timens, mais de ſentimens vrais, naturels, et 
dans leſquels on ſe reconnoit. Voulez vous 

connoitre les charaCteres du jour, liſez les 
Cuvrages de Crebillon le fils, et de Marivaux. 
L: premier eſt un peintre excellent; le ſecond 
a beaucoup etudie et connoit bien le cœur, 
peut etre meme un peu trop. Les egaremens 
du cœur et de Peſprit par Crebillon eſt un 


livre excellent dans ce genre; les charactères 


'y ſont bien marquez; il vous amuſera infini- 
KeErt, et ne vous ſeri pas inutile. L' Hiſtoire 
Japo- 
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ä Japonoiſe de Tanzai et de Neadarnë, du 
Imeéme auteur, eſt une aimable extravagance, 


0 

Net parſemèe de reflexions tres juſtes; enſin 
vous trouverez bien a Paris de quoi vous for- 
s mer un gout ſur et juſte, pourvu que vous ne 
© preniez pas le change. 
U Comme je vous laiſſe ſur votre bonne foi A 
je Paris ſans ſurveillant, je me flatte que vous 
je n'abuſcrez pas de ma confiance. Je ne de— 
it mande pas que vous ſoicz Capucin; bien au 


| contraire, je vous recommande les plaiſirs, 
mais j*exige que ce ſorent les plaiſirs d'un 
I hoonete homme. Ces plaiſirs la donnent du 
o- brillant au caraQere d'un jeune homme; mais 
i. la debauche avilit et degrade. P'aurai des 
\ Wrclations tres vrafes et detaillees de votre con— 
s, Wduitc ; et ſelon ces relations je ferai plus, ou 
1- moins, ou point du tout, à vous. Adieu. 


us P. 8. Ecrivez moi ſans faute une ſois la 
es ſemaine, et repondez A celle: ci en Francois. 
x. Faufilez vous tant que vous le pourrez chez 
ad les miniſtres etrangers. C'eſt volager en dif- 
u, ferens endroits fans changer de place. Parlez 
ns Italien à tous les aliens, et Allemand à tous 
un les Allemands que vous troverez, pour entre- 
es enir ces deux langues. 
Th Je vous ſouhaite, mon cher, autant de nou- 
re Nelles années que vous meriterez, et pas une 
5 de 


1% LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


de plus. Mais puiſſiez vous en meriter un 
grand nombre ! 


TRA N S L AT I O N. 

London, Barenidie the 24h, O. S. 1750. 

MY DFAR FRIEND, 
\ 'F length you are become a Parifian, and 
conſequently muſt be addreſſed in 
French; you will alſo anſwer me in the ſame 
language, that I may be able to judge of the 
degree in which you poſſeſs the elegancy, the e. 
delicacy, and the orthography, of that lan- 
guage, whichis ina manner become the univer- 
ſal one of Europe. I am aſſured that you ſpeak . 
it well; but in that well there are gradations. 
He, who in the provinces might be reckoned 
to ſpeak correctly, would at Paris be looked 
upon as an ancient Gaul. In that country of 
mode, even language is fubſervient to faſhion, 
which varies almoſt as often as their clothes. 
The affected, the refined, the neological or 
new and faſhionable ſtyle, are at preſent too 
much in vogue at Paris. Know, obſerve, and 
occaſionally converſe (if you pleaſe) according 
to theſe different ſtyles; but do not let your 
raſte be infected by them. Wit too is there 
ſubſervient to faſhion; and actually, at Paris, 


One 
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Ine muſt have wit, even in deſpite of Miner- 
. Every body runs after it; although, if it 
Poes not come naturally, and of itſelf, it ne- 
Wer can be overtaken. But, unfortunately tor 
hoſe who purſue, they ſeize upon what they 
Hake for wit, and endeavout to pals it for ſuch 
oon others. This is at beſt the lot of Ixion, 
Tho embraced a cloud inſtead of the God- 
Es he purſued, Fine ſentiments which ne- 
er exiſted, falſe and unnatural thoughts, ob- 


un 


In 
me eure and far- ſought expreſſions, not only un— 
he Intelligible, but which it is even impoſſible to 


lecypher or to gueſs at, are all the conſequen- 
kes of this error; and two thirds of the new 
rench books which now appear, are made up 
ff thoſe ingredients. It is the new cookery 
$f Parnaſſus, in which the ſtill is employed 


us. 
\ed Inſtead of the pot and the ſpit, and where 
ef uinteffences and extracts are chiefly uſed. 


. B. The Attic ſalt is preſcribed. 
You will now and then be obliged to eat of 
his new cookery, but do not ſuffer your taſte 
o be corrupted by it. And when you, in your 
urn, are deſirous of treating others, take the 
good old cookery of Lewis the fourteenth's 
eign ſor your rule. There were at that time 
dmirable head cooks, ſuch as Corneille, Boi 
eau, Racine, and la Fontaine. Whatever 


hey prepared was imple, wholcſome, and 
bs told, 


too 
and 
ing 
our 
ere 
ris, 
One 
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ſolid.— But, laying aſide all metaphors, do ng : je 
ſuffer yourſelf to be dazzled by falſe brilltancy, ; 78 
by unnatural expreſſions, nor by thoſe anti" 
| theſes ſo much | in faſhionz as a protection Hie 
gainft ſuch innovations, have recourſe to you | al 
oven good ſenſe, and to the ancient author": 
On the other hand, do not laugh at thoſe Ve 
give into ſuch errors; you are as yet too youngee 
to act the critic, or to ſtand forth a ſevere aMoc 
venger of the viclated rights of good ſenſe t 
Content yourſelf with not being perverted, buſt 
do not think of converting others; let then es 
quietly enjoy their errors in taſte, as well as ine 
religion, Within the courſe of the laſt cen 
tury and an half, taſte in France has (as wel 
as that kinzdom itſelf) undergone many viciſſ. 
tudes. Under the reign of (I do not fay 
Lewis the thirteenth, but of Cardinal de Ri: 
chelien, good taſte began firſt to make its way 
It was refined under that of Lewis the ſour: 
teenth; a great king at leaſt, if not a great 
man. Corneille was the reſtorer of true taſte, "a 
and the founder of the French theatre; a" 
though rather inclined to the Italian Concetti,' 
and the Spaniſh Agudeze, Witneſs thoſe epi 
: grams which he makes Chimene utter in these 
_ greateſt exceſs of grief. 0 er 
Before his time, - hos ER of itinerant author ! 
called Troubadours, or  Romanciers, was a ſpe· 
| cles 
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ies of madmen, who attracted the admiration 


; WW: fools. Towards the end of Cardinal de Ri- 
h Wiiclicu's reign, and the beginning of Lewis 


Wc ſourteenth's, the Temple of Taſte was e- 
abliſhed at the tel of Rambouillet ; but 
What taſte was not judictouſly refined: this 
remple of Taſte might more properly have 
een named, A Laboratory of Wit, where 


t was that Voiture laboured hard, and in- 
elanily, to create wit. At length Boileau 


en. In ſpite of the Scudery's, the Calprenede's, &c. 


velldbey defeated and put to flight Artamenes, 


il. ba, Oroondates, and all thoſe heroes of ro- 
fan ence who were notwithſtanding (each of 


vay, 

I tbraties ; this they could not accomplith, but 
ren ere under a neceſſity of taking ſhelter in the 
ate Wbambers of ſome few ladies. I would have 
ab ou read one volume of Cleopatra, and one 
411 { Cleliaz it will otherwiſe be impoſſible for 


erievering to the twelfth. | 
During almoſt the whole reign of Lewis the 


od ſenſe was put to the torture, in order to 
C:tract from it the moſt ſubtil eſſence. There 


Ind Moliere fixed the ſtandard of true taſte. 


hem) as good as a whole army. Thoſe mad- 
nen then.endeavoured to obtain an aſylum in 


— 2 — too rat > > 
— — » — — — _- r — 
— — ü ITO IR 


ou to form any idea of the extravagancies 
bY contain: but God keep you from ever 


ourtcenth, true taſte remained in its purity, 
„ nts 
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until it received ſome hurt, although undeſigy 
edly, from a very fine genius, I mean Moy, 
ſieur de Fontenelle; who, with the preate| 
ſenſe, and moſt ſolid learning, ſacrificed n 


— LT 


ther too much to the Graces, whoſe moſt f f 
voutite child and pupil he was. Admired wil ; 
reaſon, others tried to imitate him: but uy a 
| fortunately for us, the author of the Paſtoral I 
of the Hiſtory of Oracles, and of the Frend p 
Theatre, found fewer imitators, than the Che - 


valier d'Her did mimics. He has fince bes 
taken off by a thouſand authors, but ne 
really imitated by any one that I know of. 

At this time, the ſeat of true taſte in Frang 
ſeems to me not well eſtabliſhed. It exit 
but torn by factions. There is one partyd 
petits maitres ; one of halt-learned womel 
another of inſipid authors, whoſe works at 
verba et voces et praterea nihil ; and, in ſhot 

a numerous and very faſhionable party of wi 
ters, who, in a metaphyſical jumble, introdud 
their falſe and ſubtil reaſonings upon the mon 
ments and the tentiments of the ſoul, the hear 
and the mind. 

Do not let yourſelf be overpowered by { 
ſhion, nor by particular ſets of people wit 
whom you may be connected; but try all 
different coins, before you receive any in pi] 

| ment, Let your own good ſenſe and read 


Ja 
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judge of the value of each; and be perſuaded, 
hat nothing can be beautiful unleſs true, 

Whatever brilliancy is not the reſult of the fo- _ 
F lidity and juſtneſs of a thought, is but a falſe. 
glare. The Italian ſaying upon a diamond, 
Lis equally juſt with regard to thoughts, Ruan- 
to pid ſodezza, tanto pit ſplendore. 

All this ought not to hinder you from con- 
ſorming externally to the modes and tones of 
the different companies in which you may 
chance to be. With the petits maitres ſpeak 
epigrams, falſe ſentiments with frivolous wo- 
men, and a mixture of all theſe together with 
profeſſed beaux eſprits. IT would have you do 
Wo; for, at your age, you ought not to aim at 
hanging the tone of the company, but con- 
form to it. Examine well, however ; weigh 
all maturely within yourſelf ; and * not 
miſtake the tinſel of Taſſo, for the gold of 
irgil. 

Vou will find at Faris FEY) authors, and 
ircles diſtinguiſhed by the ſolidity of their 
realoning. You will never hear ?rifling, af- 
Fected, and far-ſought converſations, at Ma- 
lame de Monconſeil's, nor at the hotels of 
Matignon and Coigni, where ſhe will intro- 
uce you. The Preſident Monteſquieu will 
ot ſpeak to you in the epigrammatic ſtyle. 


lis book, the Spirit of the Laws, written in 
4 9 III. KR l the 


„ 
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the vulgar tongue, will equally pleaſe and in. 
ſtruct you. 
Frequent the theatre, whenever Corneille, c 
Racine, and Moliere's pieces are played. 'They Wl ; 
are according to nature, and to truth. 10 
not mean by this to give an excluſion to ſeve. b 
b 
v 


ral admirable modern plays, particularly Ce. 
nie , replete with ſentiments that are true, 
natural, and applicable to one's ſelf. If you x 
chuſe to know the characters of people now 
in faſhion, read Ciebillon the younger, and 
Marivaux's works. The former is a moſt er- 
cellent painter; the latter has ſtudied and 
knows the human heart, perhaps too well, 
Crebillon's Epgaremens du Cæur et de Þ Eſprit 
is an excellent work in its kind; it will be of 
infinite amuſement to you, and not totally 
_ uſeleſs. The Japaneſe hiſtory of Tanzai and 
Neadarne, by the fame author, is an amiable 
extravagancy, interſperſed with the moſt ju 
refleftions. In ſhort, provided you do not 
miſtake the objects of your attention, you wil 
find matter at Paris to form a good and true 
taſte. -- 

As I ſhall let you remain at Paris without 
any perſon to direct your conduct, I flattet 
: myſclf that you will not make a bad uſe dl 

1 ">" ." 


ne 


M 


* Imitatel in Engliſh by Mr Franc s, in a phy call: 
rugcuis. | 
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me confidence I repoſe in you. I do not re- 
E quire that you ſhould lead the life of a capu- 
chin friar 3 quite the contrary : I recommend 
pleaſures to you; but I expect that they ſhall 
be the pleaſures of a gentleman. Thoſe add 
brilliancy to a young man's character; but de- 
bauchery vilifies and degrades it. I ſhall have 
very true and exact accounts of your conduct; 
and, according to the informations J receive, 


ſhall be more, or leſs, or not at all, yours. 
Adieu. 


nd P. S. Do not omit writing to me once a- 
ell week; and let your anſwer to this letter be in 
ri French. Connect yourſelf as much as poſſible 
ol with the foreign Miniſters; which is properly 
ally travelling into different countries, without 
ind going from one place. Speak Italian to all 
ble the Italians, and German to all the Germans 
jul you meet, in order not to forget thoſe two 
not WF languages. 

will [ wiſh you, my dear friend, as many happy 
rue Ml new years as you deſerve, and not one more.— 
May you delerve a great number! 


the 8 =: © - 
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1 ww the 3d, O. 8. 17517. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


Y your letter of the g*Þ, N. S. I find 
that your debut at Paris has been a good 
one; you are entered into good company, and 
I dare ſay you will not fink into bad. Fre. 
quent the houſes where you have been once 
_ Invited, and have none of that ſhyneſs which 
makes moſt of your countrymen ſtrangers 
Where they might be intimate and domeſtic if 
they pleaſed. Wherever you have a general 
invitation to ſup when you pleaſe, profit of it 
with decency, and go every now and then. 
Lord Albemarle will, I am ſure, be extreme: 
ly kind to you: but his houſe is only a dinner- 
houſe; ; and, as I am informed, frequented by 
no French people. Should he happen to em- 
ploy you in his bureau, which I much doubt, 
you mult write a better hand than your com- 
mon one, or you will get no great credit by 
your manuſcripts; for your hand is at preſent 
an illiberal one: it is neither a hand of buſi- 
neſs, nor of a gentleman z but the band of a 
 ſchool-boy writing his exerciſe, which he 
hopes will never be read. 0 
Madame de Monconſeil gives me a favour: 
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able account of you; and ſo do Marquis'de 
E Matignon, and Madame du Boccage. They 
Fail ſay that you defire to pleaſe, and conſe- 
E quently promiſe me that you will: and they 
judge right; for whoever really defires to 
pleaſe, and has (as you now have) the means 
Jof learning how, certainly will pleaſe : and 
| that is the great point of life; it makes all 
other things eaſy. Whenever you are with 


: Madame de Monconſeil, Madame du Boccage, 
10 or other women of faſhion, with whom you 


ic Hare tolerably free, ſay frankly and naturally, 
Je nar point d uſage du monde, J'y ſuis en- 
it Ne bien neuf, Je ſouhaiterois ardemment de 
2. plaire, mais ge ne fgais gueres comment m'y 
prendre ; aiez la bonte, Madame, de me faire 
* part de votre ſecret de plaire à tout le monde. 
by Jen ferai ma fortune, et il vous en reftera 
m. Veurtant toujours, plus qu'il ne vous en faut. 
bt, When, in conſequence of this requeſt, they 
m. hall tell you of any little error, awkward- 
by nels, or impropriety, you ſhould not only feel, 
ent ut expreſs, the warmeſt acknowledgement. 
* * tough nature ſhould futfer, and the will 
"3 RE i + 
he Ml * © 1 know little of the world, I am quite a novice in 
WW i; nd although very defirous of pleaſing, I am at a lots 
1 | 208 the means, Be ſo good, Madam, as to let me into 


' your ſecret of pleaſing every body. 1 ſhall owe my ſuc- 


* cels to it, and you will always have more than falls 0 
your Mare. 
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at firſt hearing them; tell them, * Que bs « eri. 


tique la plus ſevere, eſt à votre egard la preuve 
la plus marquee de leur amitie. Madame 


du Boccage tells me particularly to inform 
you, | Qu'il me fera foujours Plaiſi ir et hon. 
eur de me venir voir; il eſt vrai qua ſon age 


le plaiſir de cauſer eſt froid, mais je tacherai 
de lui faire faire connoiſſance avec des jeunes 
gens, &c. Make uſe of this invitation; and as 
you live in a manner next door to her, ſtep 


in and out there frequently. Monſieur du 
| Boccage will go with you, he tells me, with 
great pleaſure, to the plays, and point out to 


you whatever deſerves your knowing there, 


This is worth your acceptance, too; he has a 


very good taſte. I have not yet heard from 


Lady Hervey upon your ſubject; but as you 


inform me that you have already fupped with 


her once, I look upon you as adopted by her: 
conſult her in all your little matters; tell her 


any difficulties that may occur to you; alk 


her what you ſhould do or ſay in ſuch or ſuch 


caſes ; ſhe has Puſage du monde en perfection, 
and will help you to acquire it. Madame de 
- Ber- 


5 That you will look upon the welt ſevere eriticiſn 


: % as the greateſt proof of their friendſhip. 


: +54 hal always receive the honour of his viſits wit 


** pleaſure; it is true, that at his age the pleaſures of con 


«« verfation are cold; but I will endeavour to bring him ac 
„unten with young people, KC 


ith 


Ie 
8 2 


you 


net: 
her 


ſuch 


Tion, 


Ber- 


ticiſm 


ts wit 
of con 


him ae 
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Berkenrode % paitrie de graces, and your 
quotation is very applicable to her. You may 


be there, I dare ſay, as often as you pleaſe, 


and I would adviſe you to ſup there once a- 
week. 

Wu ſay, very jelly, hav as Mr Harte i is 
leaving you, you ſhall want advice more than 
ever: you ſhall never want mine; and as you 
have already had ſo much of it, I muſt rather 


repeat, than add to what I have already given 
you: but that I will do, and add to it occa- 
fonally, as circumſtances may require. At 
preſent, I ſhall only remind you of your two 
great objects, which you ſhould always attend 
to: they are Parliament and Foreign affairs. 


With regard to the former, you can do no- 


thing, while abroad, but attend carefully to 
the purity, cortectneſs, and elegancy of your 


diction ; the clearneſs and gracefulneſs of your 


utterance, in whatever language you ſpeak. 
As for the parliamentary knowledge, I will 
take care of that when you come home. With 


regard to foreign affairs, every thing you do 


abroad may and ought to tend that way. Your 
reading ſhould be chiefly hiſtorical; I do not 


mean of remote, dark, and fabulous hiſtory, 


till leſs of jimcrack natural hiſtory of foſſils, 
minerals, plants, &c. but I mean the uſeful, 
political, and conſtitutional hiſtory of Europe, 

for 
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for theſe laſt three centuries and an half. The 
other thing neceſſary for your foreign object, 
and not leſs neceſſary than either ancient or 
modern knowledge, is a great knowledge of 
the world, manners, politeneſs, addreſs, and 
le ton de la bonne compagnie. In that view, 
| keeping a great deal of good company is the 
principal point to which you are now to at- 
tend. It ſeems ridiculous to tell you, but it 
is moſt certainly true, that your dancing- 
maſter is at this time the man in all Europe of 
the greateſt importance to you. You muſt 
dance well, in order to fit, ſtand, and walk 
well; and you muſt do all theſe well, in order 
to pleaſe. What with your exerciſes, ſome 
reading, and a great deal of company, your 
day is, I confeſs, extremely taken up: but the 
day, if well employed, is long enough for 
every thing; and I am ſure you will not flat- 
tern away one moment of it in inaction. At 
your age people have ſtrong and active ſpirits, 
alacrity and vivacity in all they do; are mpi- 
gri, indefatigable, and quick. The difference 
is, that a young fellow of parts exerts all 
| thoſe happy diſpoſitions in the purſuit of pro- 
per objects; endeavours to excel in the ſolid, 
and in the ſhowiſh parts of life: whereas a 
filly puppy, or a dull rogue, throws away all 
his youth and ſpirits upon trifles, when he is 

_— e ſeri 


=, * 
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ſerious, or upon diſgraceful vices while he 
aims at pleaſures. This, I am ſure, will not 
be your caſe ; your good ſenſe and your good 
conduct hitherto are your guarantees with 
W me for the future. Continue only at Paris as 
vou have begun; and your ſtay there will 
make you, what I have always wiſhed you to 
be, as near perfection as our nature permits. 
Adieu, my dear; remember to write to me 


t once a- week, not as to a father, but without 
5 | relerve as to a friend. 

0 

ſt — 0 | — 

_ LL 5-7 7.5 8: covn. 5 
e = 
” London, 1 the 14th, O. 8. 1751. 

NY DEAR FRIEND, 

ic Mons the many good things Mr Harte 
or We has told me of you, two in particular 


gave me great pleaſure. The firſt, that you 
| are exceedingly careful and jealous of the dig- 
| nity of your character : that is the ſure and 
| ſolid foundation upon which you muſt both 


| tion of chaſlity. A flip or two may poſſibly 


| clarified by ſubſequent. and continued good 
conduct; but a man's moral character once 


ſtand and riſe. A man's moral character is a 
more delicate thing than a woman's reputa- 


be forgiven her, and her character may be 


tainted 


for you muſt allow a great deal for company 
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tainted is irreparably deſtroyed. The ſecond 


was, that you had acquired a moſt correct 


and extenſive knowledge of foreign affairs; 
ſuch as the hiſtory, the treaties, and the forms 


of government of the ſeveral countries of 
Europe. This ſort of knowledge, little attend- 
ed to here, will make you not only uſeful, but 
neceſſary, in your future deſtination, and carry 


you very far. He added, that you wanted 


from hence ſome books relative to our laws 


and conſtitution, our colonies, and our com- 
merce; of which you know leſs than of thoſe 


of any other part of Europe. I will ſend you 


what ſhort books I can find of that ſort, to 


give you a general notion of thoſe things; but 
you cannot have time to go into their depths 


at preſent, you cannot now engage with new 


folios; you and I will refer the conſtitutional 


part of this country to our meeting here, when 
we will enter ſeriouſly into it, and read the 


neceſſary books together. In the mean time, 


go on in the courſe you are in, of ſoreign 
matters; converſe with Miniſters and others 
of every country; watch the tranſaCtions of 


every court, and endeavour to trace them up 


to their ſource. 'This, with your phyſics, 


your geometry, and your exerciſes, will be 


all that you can poſſibly have time for at Paris; 


and 
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and pleaſures: it is they that muſt give you 
thoſe manners, that addreſs, that fournure of 
the beau monde, which will qualify you for 
your future deſtination. You mult firit pleaſe, 
in order to get the confidence, and conſe» 
quently the ſecrets, of the Courts and Mini- 
ſters for whom and with whom you negotiate. 
I will ſend you, by the firſt opportunity, a 

ed ſhort book written by Lord Bolingbroke, un- 
ws I der the name of Sir John Oldcaſtle, contain- 
m- Jing remarks upon the Hiſtory of England; 
oſe which will give you a clear general notion of 
ou our conſtitution, and which will ſerve you at 
to the ſame time (like all Lord Bolingbroke's 
out works) for a model of eloquence and ſtyle. I. 
ths will alſo ſend you Sir Joſiah Child's little book 
ew upon trade, which may properly be called the 
nal | Commercial Grammar. He lays down the 
nen true principles of commerce, and his conclu- 
the ſions from them are generally very juſt. 

me, | Since you turn your thoughts a little to- 
ignſwards trade and commerce, which I am very 
ners glad you do, I will recommend a French book 
s offito you, that you will eaſily get at Paris, and 
| upE#hich I take to be the beſt book in the world 
ics, of that kind; I mean the Didtionaire de Cam- 
| beRlmerce de Savary, in three volumes in folio; 
ris; where you will find every thing that relates to 
any trade, commerce, ſpecie, exchange, Sc. moſt 
and clearly 
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clearly ſtated ; and not only relative to France, 
but to the whole world. You will eaſily ſup- 
pole, that I do not adviſe you to read ſuch a 
book tout de ſuite; but I only mean that you 
ſhould have it at hand to have recourſe to oc- 
nnn. 
With this great ſtock of both uſeful and or- 
namental knowledge, which you have already 
acquired, and which by your application and 
induſtry you are daily increaſing, you will 
lay ſuch a ſolid foundation of future figure 
and fortune, that, if you compleat it by all the 
accompliſhments of manners, graces, Oc. I 


know nothing which you may not aim at, and 


in time hope for. Your great point at pre- 
ſent at Paris, to which all other conſiderations 


muſt give way, is to become entirely a man of 
faſhion; to be well-bred without ceremony, 


eaſy without negligence, ſteady and intrepid 
with modeſty, genteel without affeCtation, in- 
ſinuating without meanneſs, cheerful without 
being noiſy, frank without indiſcretion, and 
ſecret without myſteriouſneſs; to know the 
proper time and place for whatever you ſay or 
do, and to do it with an air of condition: all 
this is not fo ſoon nor ſo eaſily learned as people 
imagine, but requires obſervation and time. 
The world is an immenſe folio, which de- 
mands a great deal of time and attention to be 
read 
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read and underſtood as it ought to be: you | 
in not yet read above four or ſive pages of 
it; and you will have but barely time to dip 
now and then in other leſs important books. 


Lord Albemarle has (I know). wrote to a 
friend of his here, that you do not frequent him 


ſo much as he expected and defired ; that he 
fears ſomebody or other has given you wrong 


impreſſions of him; and that I may poſſibly 


think, from your being ſeldom at his houſe, 


that he has been wanting 1n his attentions to 


you. I told the perion who told me this, that, 


on the contrary, you ſeemed, by your letters 
to me, to be extremely pleaſed with Lord Al- 
bemarle's behaviour to you ; but that you were 

obliged to give up dining abroad, during your 
courſe of experimental philoſophy. I gueſicd 
the true reaſon, which I believe was, that, as 


no French people frequent his'houſe, you ra- 
ther choſe to dine at other places where you 
were likely to meet with better company than 


your countrymen ; and you were in the right 
of it. However, I would have you ſhow no 
ſhyneſs to Lord Albemarle; but go to him 


and dine with him oſtener than it may be you 


would wiſh, for the fake of having him ſpeak 


well of you here when he returns. He is a 


good deal in faſhion here, and his puffing 


you (to uſe an awkward exprethon) before you 
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return here, will be of great uſe to you af- 
terwards. People in general take characters, 
as tbey do moſt things, upon truſt, rather 
than be at the trouble of examining them 
themſelves; and the deciſions of four or five 
faſhionable people, in every place, are final, 
more particularly with regard to characters, 
which all can hear, and but few judge of. 
Do not mention the leaſt of this to any 
mortal, and take care that Lord Albemarle 
do not ſuſpect chat you know any thing of the 
matter. 

Lord Huntingdon and Lord Stormont are, 
I hear, arrived at Paris; you have, doubtlefs, 
ſeen them. Lord Stormont is well ſpoken of 
here; however, in your connections, if you 


form any with them, ſhow rather a preference 


to Lord Huntingdon, for reaſons which you 
will eaſily gueſs. 

Mr Harte goes this week to Cornwall, to 
take poſſeſſion of his living; he has been in— 
ſtalled at Windſor; he will return hither in 


about a month, when your literary correſpon- 


_ dence with him will be regularly carried on. 
Your mutual concern at parting was a 1999 
Hen for both. = 
I have this moment received good accounts 
of you from Paris. Go ON, Vous etes en bon 
rain. Adieu. 


L E I. 
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1 1 1 Tx den 


| n Jonnary the wh; O. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


bis: this is the ſure way of improving in thoſe 
they are little; but it is as true too, that they 
are deen things. As they are mere matters 


of uſage and mode, it is no diſgrace for any 


the molt compendious way of learning them, 


nature ſuggeſt civility in general: but, in 

0 good- breeding, there are a thouſand little de- 

. 3 which are eſtabliſhed only by cuſtom; 
and it is theſe little elgancies of manners, 

N which diſtinguiſh a courtier, and a man of fa- 
3 Mion, from the vulgar. I am aſſured, by dif- 
d terent people, that your air is already much 
improved; and one of my correſpondents 
's makes you the true French compliment of ſay- 
on ing, Poſe vous promettre qu'il ſera bientdt 


comme un de nous autres, However unbeco- | 
ming 


L 2 


N all my letters from Paris, I have the plea- 
J ſure of finding, among many other good 
things, your docility mentioned with empha- 


things; which you only want. It is true, 


body o your age to be ignorant of them; and 


:, fairly to avow your ignorance, and to con- 
fur thoſe who, from long uſage and experi- 
ence, know them beſt. Good 3 and good 


1 


e 
1. 


124 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


ming this ſpeech may be in the mouth of a 
Frenchman, I am very glad that they think! it 
applicable to you; for I would have you not 

only adopt, but rival, the beſt manners and 
_ uſages of the place you are at, be they what 
they will; that is the verſatility of manners, 
which is fo uſeful in the courſe of the world. 
Chuſe your models well at Paris; ard then 
rival them in their own way. There are fa- 
ſhionable words, phraſes, and even geſtures, at 


Paris, which are called du bon ton; not to 
mention certaines petites politeſſes et atten- 


tions, qui ne ſont rien en elles memes, which 
ſaſhion has rendered neceſſary, Make your- 


ſalf maſter of all theſe things; andrto ſuch a 


degree as to make the French ſay, quon diroit 
que Oeft un Frangois: and when hereafter you 
mall be at other Courts, do the ſame thing 
there; and conſorm to the faſhionable man- 


ers and uſage of the place. That is what the 
French themſelves are not apt to do: wherever 


they go, they retain their own manners, as 
thinking them the beſt; but granting them 
to be ſo, they are flill in the wrong not to 

conform to thoſe of the place. One would 
deſite to pleaſe, wherever one is; and nothing 
| * more innocently flattering, than an appro- 


bation and an imitation of the Pops: one 


converſes with. 


© „ tl.A 


I hope 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 125 


T hope your colleges with Marcel go on pro- 
ſperouſly. In thoſe ridiculous, though at the 
ſame time really important, leCtures, pray 


attend, and deſire your Profeſſor alſo to attend 


more particularly to the chapter of the arms. 
It is they that decide a man's being genteel or 


otherwiſe, more than any other part of the 
body. A twiſt or ſtiffneſs in the wriſt, will 


make any man in Europe look awkward. The 


next thing to be attended to, is your coming 


into a room, and preſenting yourſelf to a com- 


pany. This gives the firſt impreſſion; and 
the firſt impreſſion is often a laſting one. 
Therefore, pray defire Profeſſor Marcel to 


make you come in and go out of his room 


frequently, and in the ſuppoſition of different 
companies being there; ſuch as miniſters, 
women, mixed companies, &c. Thoſe who 


preſent themſelves well, have a certain dignity 5 


in their air; which, without the leaſt ſeeming 


mixture of pride, at once engages, and 1 18 te- | 


ipected. 


I ſhould not ſo often repeat, nor ſo long 


dwell upon, ſuch trifles, with any body that 
bad lefs ſolid and valuable knowledge than 
you have. Frivolous people attend to thoſe 


things, par preference; they know nothing 
elſe: my fear with you is, that, from know-. 
ing better things, you ſhould deſpiſe theſe too 


m uch, 


1 
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much, and think them of much leſs conſe- 


quence than they really are; for they are of a 


great deal, and more eſpecially to you. 
Pleaſing and governing women, may in 

time be of great ſervice to you. They often 

pleaſe and govern others. A. propos, Are you 


in love with Madame de Berkenrode till, or 


| has ſome other taken her place in your af- 
feckions? I take it for granted, that que te 


cumgque domat Venus, nan erubeſcendis adurit 


ignibus. Un arrangement honnete fied bien à 
un gallant homme. In that caſe I recommend 
to you the utmoſt diſcretion, and the pro- 
foundeſt ſilence. Bragging of, hinting at, in- 
timating, or even affectedly diſclaiming and 


denying, ſuch an arrangement, will equally 


diſcredit you among men and women. An 


| unaffected filence upon that wo 3 


only true medium. 


In your commerce with women, and indeed 


with men too, uns certaine douceur is parti— 
cularly engaging : it is that which conſtitutes 


that character, which the French talk of ſo 


much and fo juſtly value; I mean, Paimabie. 
This douceur is not ſo eaſily deſcribed as felt. 
It is the compound reſult of different things: 


a complaiſance; a flexibility, but not a ſervi- 


lity, of manners; an air of ſoftneſs in the 
countenance, geſture, and expreſſion, equally 
whe- 


180 
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whether you concur or differ with the perſon 


you converſe with. Obſerve thoſe carefully 


who have that douceur which charms you and 


others; and your own good ſenſe will ſoon 


enable you to diſcover the different ingredients 
of which it is compoſed. You muſt be more 


particularly attentive to this douceur, whenever 
you are obliged to refuſe what is aſked of you, 
or to ſay what in itſelf cannot be very agree- 
able to thoſe to whom you ſay it. It is then 


the neceſſary gilding of a diſagreeable pill. 
L'aimable conſiſts in a thouſand of theſe little 


things aggregately. It is the ſuaviter in modo, 


which I have ſo often recommended to you.. 
The reſpectable, Mr Harte aſſures me, you 
do not want; and J believe him. Study then 


carefully, and acquire perfectly, the aimable, 
and you will have every thing. 


Abbe Guaſco, who is another of your pa- 
negyriſts, writes me word, that he has taken 


you to dinner at Marquis de St Germain's; 
where you will be welcome as often as you 


pleaſe, and the oftener the better. Profit of 


that, upon the principle of travelling in dif- 
ferent countries without changing places, 


He ſays too, that he will take you to the par- 


liament, when any remarkable cauſe is to be 


tried. That is very well; go through the ſe- 
veral chambers of the parliament, and ſee and 
„ 


ED —— : 
EE IE ETON ITN 
— "SE 0 
8323 


- ” o 
— 2 445 _ — — - Ao, — 
I DALE: >: — — Sw 2 
rr AN IF ER IEEE IO PR. 
* — — 1 E - . 2 
CRE Ee pang na es by," S LIE PS n 
== 3 4 TVT * 
— Se — RE = — — 


«a 9.2 0h . — 


123 LORD CHESTERFIELD 


| hear what they are doing: join practice and 


obſervation to your theoretical knowledge of 
their rights and privileges. No Engliſhman 


has the leaſt notion of them. 


I need not recommend you to go to the 


bottom of the conſtitutional and political 
© knowledge of countries; for Mr Harte tells 
me, that you have a peculiar turn that way, 
and have informed yourſelf moit we of 


them. 


1ſt, Are there any particular forms requi- 


ſite for the election of a King of the Romans, 
different from thoſe which are neceſſary for 
the election of an Emperor? 


2dly, Is not àa King of the Romans as legally 
elected by the votes of a majority of the elec- 


tors, as by two thirds or by the unanimity 


of the eleCtors? 


3dly, Is there any particular law or conſti- 
tution of the Empire, that diſtinguiſhes, ei- 


ther in matter or in form, the election of a 


King of the Romans from that of an Emperor? 


And is not the golden bull of Charles the 
fourth rs che rule for both? 


Athly, 


I muſt! now put ſome queries to you as to 
a juris publici peritus, which I am ſure you 
can anſwer me, and which I own I cannot 
anſwer myſelf: they are upon a ſubject now 
much talked of. 


— — 


I 
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certain number of the eleCtors (I have forgot 


when) ſome rules and limitations agreed upon 


concerning the election of a King of the Ro- 
mans? and were thoſe reſtrictions legal, and 
did they obtain the force of law?! 


How happy am I, my dear child, that 1 
can apply to you fot knowledge, and with a 


 exrtainty of being rightly informed? It is 
knowledge, more than quick, flaſhy parts, 
that makes a man of buſineſs, A man who 
is maſter of his matter will, with inferior pafts, 


be too hard in parliament, and indeed any. 


where elſe, for a man of better parts, who 


knows his ſubject but ſuperficially : and if to 


his knowledge he joins eloquence and elocu- 
tion, he maſt neceſſarily ſoon be at the head 


of that afſembly; but without thoſe 390; no 


knowledge is ſufficient. 
Lord Huntingdon writes me word he has 


ſeen you, and that you have renewed your old 


ſchool acquaintance. Tell me fairly your opi- 
nion of him, and of his friend Lord Stormont; 


and alſo of the other Engliſh people of faſhion 


you meet with. I promiſe you inviolable ſe- 
crecy on my part. You and I muſt now write 
to each other as friends, and without the 
leaſt reſerve. 
thouſand things in my letters, which I would 


athly, Were there not, at a meeting of a 


There will for the future be a 


not 
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not have any mortal living but yourſelf ſee or 
know. Thoſe you will eaſily diſtinguiſh, and 


neither o nor repeat; and I will do the 


ſame by you. 


To come to another ſubject, ſor I have a 


pleaſure in talking over every ſubject with you; 
Ho deep are you in Italian? Do you under- 
ſtand Arioſto, Taſſo, Boccaccio, and Machia- 
velli? If you do, you know enough of it; and 
may know all the reſt, by reading when you have 
time. Little or no buſineſs is wiitten in Ita- 


lian, except in Italy; and if you know enough 


of 1t to underſtand the few Italian letters 
that may in time come in your way, and to 
ſpeak Italian tolerably to thoſe very few Ita- 
lians who ſpeak no French, give yourſelf no 
farther trouble about that language, till you 

happen to have full leiſure to perfect yourſelf in 


it. It is not the ſame with regard to German: 


your {peaking and writing that well, will par- 
ticularly diitinguiſh you from every other man 
in England; 2d is, moreover, of great uſe 
to any one who is, as probably you will be, 
employed in the Empire. Therefore, pray 
_ cultivate it ſedulouſly, by writing four or five 
lines of German every day, and by ſpeaking 
it to every German you meet with. 


Fou have now got a tooting in a great many 
good houſes at Paris, in which I adviſe you 
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to make yourſelt domeſtic. This is to be done 
| by a certain eaſineſs of carriage, and a decent 
familiarity. Not by way of putting yourſelf 7 
upon the frivolous footing of being ſans con- W 
ſequence : but by doing, in ſome degree, the 8 
honours of the houſe and table, calling your- |; 
ſelf en badinant le galopin ici; ſaying to the 1 
maſter or miſtrefs, ceci eſt de mon departement, 1 
je m'en charge, avoue que je m' en acquitte 2 1 
merveille. This ſort of badinage has ſome- ' 
thing engaging and liant in it; and begets that 1 
decent familiarity, which it is both agreeable - cM 
and uſeful to eſtabliſh in good houſes, and _ 3 
| with people of faſhion. Mere formal viſits, _ W 
dinners, and ſuppetrs, upon formal invitations, _ 
are not the thing; they add to no connec- _.8 
tion, nor information: but it is the eaſy, 3 
careleſs ingreſs and egreſs, at all hours, that 
forms the pleaſing and profitable commerce of 
life. 

The poſt is ſo meien, that 1 loſe ſome 
letters from Paris entirely, and receive others 
much later than I ſhould. To this I aſcribe 
my having received no letter from you for nn 
zbove a fortnight, which to my impatience | \| | 
ſeems a long time. I expect to hear from you bl. 
once a-week. Mr Harte is gone to Cornwall, 
and will be back in about three weeks. I have 1 
a packet of books to ſend you u the firſt op- =. 

. Por- 
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portunity, which I believe will be Mr Vorke's 
return to Paris. 'The Greek books come from 
Mr Harte, and the Engliſh ones mam your 
humble ſervant. 

Read Lord Bolingbroke's with great atten. | 
tion, as well to the ſtyle as to the matter. I 
wiſh vou could form yourſelf ſuch a ſtyle in 
every language. Style is the dreſs of thoughts; 
and a well dreſſed thought, like a well-dreſſed 
man, appears to great advantage. Yours, 
Adieu. 


LETTER CCX 

1. 6 January the 28th, O. & 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

BILL for ninety pounds deifing was 
brought me the other day, faid to be 
drawn upon me by you: I ſcrupled paying it 
at firſt, not upon account of the ſum, but be- 
cauſe you had ſent me no letter of advice, 
which is always done in thoſe tranſactions; 
and ſtill more, becauſe I did not perceive 
that you had ſigned it. The perion who pre- 
ſented it, de end me to look again, and that! 
ſhoold diſcover your name at the bottom: ac- 
cordingly I lo oked again; and, with the help 
of my magni ilying glals, did perceive, that 
what 
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what I had firſt taken only for ſome-body's 
mark was, in truth, your name, written in the 
worſt and ſmalleſt hand I ever ſaw in my lite. 
I cannot write quite ſo ill, but it was ſome-_ 
thing like this, F142 Hankme, However, 
[ paid it at a venture; though I would almoſt 
rather loſe the money, than that ſuch a ſigna- 
ture ſhould be yours. All gentlemen, and all. 
men of buſineſs, write their names always in 
the ſame way, that their ſignature may be fo 
well known as not to be eaſily counterfeited 
and they generally ſign in rather a larger cha- 
rater than their common hand; whereas 
your name was in a leſs, and a worſe, than 
your common writing. This ſuggeſted to me 
the various accidents which may very probably 
happen to you, while you write ſo ill. For 
inſtance, if you were to write in ſuch a charac- 
: ter to the ſecretary's office, your letter would 
t immediately be ſent to the decypherer, as con- 
| taining matters of the utmoſt ſecrecy, not fit to 
be truſted to the common character. If you 
5 were to write ſo to an antiquarian, he (know- 
ing you to be a man of learning) would cer- 
be. taialy try it by the Runic, Celtic, or Sclavo- 
nian alphabet; never ſuſpecting it be a mo- 
dern character. And, if you were to ſend a 
 foulet to a fine woman, in ſuch a hand, ſhe 
would think that it really came from the pus 
.  lailllier, 
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laillier: which, by the bye, is the etymology 
of the word poulet : for Henry the fourth of 


France uſed to ſend billets-doux to his miſ. 


trefſes, by his poulaillier, under pretence of 
ſending them chickens; which gave the name 
of poulets to thoſe ſhort, but expreſſive, ma- 
nuſcripts. I have often told you, that every 
man, who has the ule of his eyes and of his 


hand, can write whatever hand he pleaſes; 


and it is plain that you can, ſince you write 
both the Greek and German characters, 
which you never learned of a writing-ma- 
| ter, extremely well, though your common 
hand, which you learned of a maſter, is an 
exceeding bad and illiberal one, <qually unfit 
for buſineſs or common uſe. I do not deſire 
that you ſhould write the laboured, ſtiff cha- 
racter of a writing maſter: a man of buſineſs 
muſt write quick and well, and that depends 
ſingly upon uſe. I would therefore adviſe 
you to get ſome very good writing maſter at 
Paris, and apply to it for a month only, 
which will be ſufficient; for, upon my word, 
the writing of a genteel plain hand of bulinels 
is of much more importance than you think. 
You will ſays it may be, that when you write 
| fo very ill, it is becauſe you are in a hurry: 

to which I anſwer, Why are you ever in 2 


hurry? a man of ſenſe may be in haſte, but 
can 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 135 


can never be in a hurry, becauſe he knows, 


that whatever he does in a hurry he muſt ne- 


ceſſarily do very ill. He may be in haſte to 
diſpatch an affair, but he will take care not 
to let that haſte hinder his doing it well. 


Little minds are in a hurry, when the object 
proves (as it commonly does) too big for 
tbem; they run, they hare, they puzzle, 
confound and perplex, themſelves z they want 


to do every thing at once, and never do it all. 
But a man of ſenſe takes the time neceſſary for 
doing the thing he is about, well; and his 


haſte to diſpatch a buſineſs, only appears by 
the continuity of his application to it: he 


purſues it with a cool ſteadineſs, and finiſhes 


it before he begins any other. I own, your 
time is much taken up, and you have a great 
many different things to do; but remember, 


that you had much better do half of them well, 


and leave the other halt undone, than do 


them all indifferently. Moreover, the few 
ſeconds that are ſaved in the courſe of the 


day, by writing ill inſtead of well, do not 
amount to an object of time by any means 
equivalent to the diſgrace or ridicule of wri- 


ting the ſcrawl of a common whore. Conſi- 


der, that if your very bad writing could ſur- 


niſn me with matter of ridicule, what will it 
not do to others, who do not view you in that 
MN 23 partial 


W's 
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partial light that I do? There was a Pope, I 
think it was Pope Chigi, who was juſtly ridi- 
culed for his attention to little things, and 
bis inability 1 in great ones; and therefore call - 
ed maximus in minimis, and minimus in ma- 
mis: Why? Becauſe he attended to little 
things, when he had great ones to do. At 
this particular period of your life, and at the 
place you are now in, you have only little 
things to do; and you ſhould make it habi- 
| tual to you to do them well, that they may re- 
quire no attention from you when you have, 
as J hope you will have, greater things to 
mind. Make a good band-wnting familiar to 
| you now, that you may hereafter have nothing 
but your matter to think of, when you have. 
coccaſion to write to Kings and Miniſters, 
Vance, dreſs, preſent yourſelf, habitually well 
now, that you may have none of thoſe little 
things to think of hereafter, ad which will 
be all neceflary to be done well occaſionally 
when you will have greater things to do. 
As I am eternally thinking of every thing 
that can be relative to you, one thing has oc- 
_ curred to me, which I think neceſſary to men- 
tion, in order to prevent the difficulties which 
it might otherwiſe lay you under. It is this: 
As you get more acquaintances at Paris, it 
will be ee de ſor you to fre quent * 
fir 


firſt acquaintances ſo much as you did while 
firſt debut, I ſuppoſe, you. were chiefly at 


Madame du Boccage's. Now that you have 
got ſo many other houſes, you cannot be at 


not to give them the leaſt reaſon. to. think 


quaintances; which would be ungrateful and 


ther flay with them. In ſhorts. take care to 


intereſt, and no farther. Upon the whole, I. 
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ou had no others.. As for example, At vour 


Madame Monconſeil's, Lady Hervey's, and 


theirs fo often as you uſed ; but pray take care 


that you neglect or deſpiſe them for the ſake 
of new and more dignified and ſhining ac- 


imprudent on your part, and never forgiven 
on theirs. Call upon them often, though you 
do not ſtay with them ſo long as formerly: tell 
them that you are ſorry you are obliged to go 
away, but that you have ſuch and ſuch engage- 
meuts, with which: good- breeding obliges you. 
to comply; and infinuate that you would ra- 


make as many perſonal friends,. and as few 
perſonal enemies, as poſhble. I do not mean, 
by perſonal friends, intimate and confidential 
friends, of. which no man can hope to have 
half a dozen.in the whole courſe of his life ; 
but I mean friends, in the common accepta- 
tion of the word ; that is, people who ſpeak 
well of you, and who would rather do you 
good than harm, conſiſtently with their own 


+ 


5 re- 
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recommend to you again and again les graces, 
Adorned by them, you may, in a manner, 
do what you pleaſe; it will be approved of: 


without them, your beſt qualities will loſe half 
their efficacy. Endeavour to be faſhionable 


among the French, which will ſoon make 


you faſhionable here. Monſieur de Matignon 


already calls you le petit Frangois. If you can 
get that name generally at Paris, it will put 
you à la made. Adieu, my dear child. 


FAC 0” Ws * 


L 1 * 1 1 -00X 


5 3 Feb. the ach, O. 8. 1751. 


MV DEAR FRIEND, 
HE accounts which I receive of you 
from Paris grow every day more and 
more fatisfatory. Lord Albemarle has wrote 
a ſort of panegyric of you, which has been 


ſeen by many people here, and which will be | 


a very uſeful forerunner for you. Being in 
faſhion, is an important point for any body, 


any where; but it would be a very great one 


for you to be eſtabliſhed in the faſhion here 
before you return. Your buſineſs would be 
half done by it, as I am ſure you would not 


give people reaſon to change their favourable 


Pre” -lentiments of Jou- The good that is ſaid 
of 


. 


3 
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of you will not, I am convinced, make you a 
coxcomb; and, on the other hand, the being 
thought ſtill to want ſome little accompliſh- 
ments, will, I am perſuaded, not mortify 
you, but only animate you to acquire them : 
Iwill, therefore, give you both fairly, in the 
following extract of a letter which J lately 
received from an impartial and diſcerning 
friend. „„ * 
* « Poſe vous aſſurer que Monſieur Stan- 
“ hope reuſhra. I a un grand fond de ſca- 
« voir, et une memoire prodigieuſe, ſans 
« faire parade de Pun ou de P'autre. II 
cherche à plaire, et il plaira. Il a de a 
% phiſionomie; ſa figure eſt jolie quoique 
« petite. I n'a rien de gauche, quoi qu'il 
« n'ale pas encore toutes les graces requiſes, 
« que Marcel et les femmes lui donneront 
e bientot. Enfin, il ne lui manque que ce 
equi devoit neceſſairement lui manquer à ſon 
| © ON agez 
« * Permit me to aſſure you, Sir, that Mr Stanhope will 
e ſucceed. He has a great fund of knowledge, and an un- 
* commonly good memory, although he does not make any 
% parade of either the one or the other. He is deſirous of 


„ pleaſing, and he will pleaſe. He has an expreſſive conn= 
* tenance ; his figure is elegant, although little. He has 


0 noi the leaſt awkwardneſs, though he has not as yet ac- 
© quired all the graces requiſite; which Marcel and the la- 


* dies will ſoon give him. In ſhort, he wants nothing but 
thote things, which, at his age, muſt unavoidably be 
| wy | % want» 


* — 4 — 
1 
—— tet 
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« age; je veux dire, les uſages, et une certaine 


„ delicateſſe dans les manieres, qui ne $ac- 


% quierent que par le tems et la bonne com- 


© pagnie. Avec ſon eſprit, il les prendra 


© bientor, il y a deja fait des progres, et il 


2M frequente les compagnies les plus propres 


& a les lui donner.“ 

By this extract, which I can affure you is 2 
faithful one, you and I have both of us the 
fatisfaCtion of knowing, how much you have, 
and how little you want. Let what you have 
give you (if poſhble) rather more /eeming mo- 
deſty, but at the ſame time more interior firm- 


neſs and aſſurance; and let what you want, 


which you ſee is very attainable, redouble 


your attention and endeavours to acquire it. 
Lou have, in truth, but that one thing: to apply 


to; and a very pleaſing application it is, ſince 
is through pleaſures that you mult arrive at 
_ Company, ſuppers, balls, ectacles, which 


* you the models upon which you ſhould 


form yourſelf, and all the little uſages, cu- 
ſtoms, and delicacies, which you muſt adopt, 


and make babitual to you, are now your only 


ich ools 


wanting; I mean, a certain turn and delicacy of manners, 
which are to be acquired only by time and in good com- 


„ pany. Ready as he is, he will ſoon learn them ; parti- 


cularly as he frequents ſuch companics as are the mol! 
proper to 8 we them.“ | 


— — OE 2 
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ſchools and univerſities; in which young fel- 
lows and fine women will give you the beſt 
lectures. 

Monſieur qu os is another of your 
panegyriſts: : and he tells me, that Madame du 
Boccage a pris avec vous le ton de mie et de 
bonne; and that you like it very well. You 


are in the right of it; it is the way of impro- 


ving; endeavour to be upon that footing with 
every woman you converſe with; excepting 
where there may be a tender point of connec- 
tion, a point which I have nothing to do with; 
but if fuch a one there is, I hope ſhe has not 


| de mauvais ni de villains bras, which I agree 


with you in thinking a very diſagreeable thing. 


l! have ſent you, by the opportunity of Pollock 
the courier, who was once my ſervant, two 


little parcels of Greek and Engliſh books; and 
ſhall ſend you two more by Mr Yorke: but I 
accompany them with this caution, That, as 
yca1 have not much time to read, you ſhould 
employ it in reading what is the moſt neceſ- 
lary; and that is, indiſputably, modern hiſto- 
rical, geographical, chronological, and politi- 
cal knowledge; the preſent conſtitution, max- 
ims, force, riches, trade, commerce, charac- 
ters, Parties, and cabals, of the ſeveral Courts 
of Europe. Many who are reckoned good 
Kholars, though they know pretty accurately 
the 
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the governments of Athens and Mom are 
totally ignorant of the conſtitution of any one 


country now in Europe, even of their own, 
Read juſt Latin and Greek enough to keep up 


your claſlical learning, which will be an orna- 
ment to you while young, and a comfort to 
you when old. But the true uſeful know. 


ledge, and eſpecially for you, is the modern 
knowledge above-mentioned, It is that which 
_ mult quality you both for domeſtic and foreign 


buſineſs; and it is to that, therefore, that you 


ſhould principally direct your attention; and 
TI know with great pleaſure that you do fo. I 


would not thus commend you to yourſelf, if 1 


thought commendations would have upon you 


thoſe ill effects, which they frequently have 


upon weak minds, I think you are much 
above being a vain coxcomb, over- rating 


your own merit, and inſulting others with the 


ſuperabundance of it. On the contrary, I am 


convinced, that the conſciouſneſs of merit 
makes a man of ſenſe more modeſt, though 


more firm. A man who diſplays his own 
merit is a coxcomb, and a man who does not 
know 1t is a fool. A man of ſenſe knows it, 
exerts it, avails himſelf of i it; but never boaſts 
of it; and always /eems rather to under than 


to over value it, though in truth he ſets the 
right value upon it. It is a very true maxim 
„ of 
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of la Bruyere' s (an author well worth your 


ſtudying), Bron ne vaut dans ce monde, que ce 


qi Pon veut valoir. A man who is really 
diffident, timid, and baſhful, be his merit 
what it will, never can puſh himſelf in the 
world: his defpondency throws him into 
ination 3 and the forward, the buſtling, and 


the petul:nt, will always get the better of 


him. - The manner makes the whole diffe- 
rence. What would be impudence in one 


manner, is only a proper and decent aſſurance 


in another. A man of ſenſe, and of know- 


ledge of the world, will aſſert his own rights, 


and purſue his own objects, as ſteadily and in- 
trepidly as the moſt impudent man living, 
and commonly more ſo; but then he has art 


enough to give an outward air of modeſty to 
all he does. This engages and prevails, whilſt 
the very ſame things ſhock and fail, from the 
overbearing or impudent manner only of do- 


ing them. I repeat my maxim, Staviter in 
modo, ſed fortiter in re. Would you know the 


characters, modes, and manners, of the latter 
end of the laſt age, which are very like thoſe 
of the preſent; read La Bruyere: But would 


you know man, independently of modes; read 


La Rochefoucalt, who, I am afraid, paints 
him very exactly. 1 
_ Give the incloſed to Abbe Guaſco; of 


whom 


+72 


whom you make good uſe, to go about with 
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you, and fee things. Between you and me, 
he has more knowledge than parts. Mais un 
habile homme ſyait tirer parti de tout ; and 


every body is good for ſomething. Preſident 


Monteſquieu is, in every ſenſe, a moſt uſeful 


acquaintance, He has parts joined to great 
reading and knowledge of the world. Puiſez 
dans cette ſource tant que vaus pourrez. 
Adieu! May the Graces attend you! for 
without them ogni fatica e vana. If they do 


not come to you willingly, raviſh them; and 


force them to accompany all you think, all 
you lay, and all Se do. 


* ER C.. 


London, February the 11th, 0. S. 1751. 
| MY DEAR FRIEND, 


tEN you 80 to the play, which | 
hope you do often, for it is a very in- 


ſtrudlive amuſement, you muſt certainly have 
obſerved the very different effects which the 


ſevera] parts have upon you, according as they 
are well or ill ated. The beſt tragedy of Cor- 
neille's, if well ſpoken and acted, intereſts, en- 


gages, agitates, and affects your paſſions. Love, 
terror, and pity, alternately poſſeſs you. But 


* 
I 
- 


* _ 
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if ill ſpoken and ated, it would only excite 
your indignation or your laughter. Why? 
It is ſtill Corneille's; it is the ſame ſenſe, the 


ſame matter, whether well or ill acted. It is 
then merely the manner of ſpeaking and act- 


ing that makes this great difference in the ef- 
fects. Apply this to yourſelf; and conclude 1 

from it, that if you would either pleaſe in a 
private company, or perſuade in a public aſ- 
ſembly; air, looks, geſtures, graces, enuncia- 
tion, proper accents, juſt emphaſis, and tune» 


ful cadences, are full as neceſſary as the mat- 


ter itſelf, Let awkward, ungraceful, incle- 


gant, and dull fellows, ſay what they will in 
behalf of their ſolid matter and ſtrong reaſon- 
ings; and let them deſpiſe all thoſe graces and 


ornaments, which engage the ſenſes and cap- 


tivate the heart; they will find (though they 


will poſhbly gar why) that their rough 
unpoliſhed matter, and their unadorned, coarſe, 


but ſtrong arguments, will neither pleaſe nor 


perſuade ; but, on the contrary, will tire out 


attention, and excite diſguſt. We are ſo made, 
we love to be pleaſed better than to be inform- 
ed: information! is, in A certain degree, mor- 
tiſying, as it implics our previous ignorance ; 
it muſt be ſweetened, to be palatable. 


To bring this directly to you ; know that no 


man can make a figure in this country, but 


Vor. III. N by 
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by parliament. Your fate depends upon your 
ſucceſs there as a ſpeaker ;' and, take my word 
for it, that ſucceſs turns much more upon 
Manner than Matter. Mr Pitt, and Mr Mur- 
ray the ſolicitor- general, uncle to Lord Stor- 
Gs are, beyond compariſon, the beſt ſpeak- 
ers: why? Only becauſe they are the beſt 
orators. They alone can inflame or quiet the 
Houſe they alone are ſo attended to, in that 
numerous and noiſy aſſembly, that you might 
hear a pin fall while either of them is ſpeak- 
ing. Is it that their matter is better, or their 
arguments ſtronger, than other people's? Does 
the Houſe expect extraordinary informations 
from them? Not in the leaſt: but the Houſe 
expects pleaſure from them, and therefore at- 
tends ; finds it, and therefore approves. Mr 
Pitt particularly has very little parliamentary 
knowledge; his matter is generally flimſy, 
and his arguments often weak: but his elo- 
quence is ſuperior, his action graceful, his 
enunciation juſt and harmonious; hisperiods 
ate well turned; and every word he makes uſe 
ol is the very beſt, and the moſt expreſlive, 
that can be uſed in that place. This, and not 
bis matter, made him pay-maſter, in ſpite of 
both King and Miniſters. From this draw 
the obvious concluſion, The ſame thing. 
holds full as true in convetſation; ; where 
even 
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eren trifles, elegantly expreſſed, well looked, 
and accompanied with graceful action, will 
ever pleaſe, beyond all the homeſpun un- 
adorned ſenſe in the world. Reflect, on one 
fide, how you feel within yourſelf, while you 
are forced to ſuffer the tedious, muddy, and 
illLturned nariation of ſome awkward fellow, 
even though the fact may be intereſting ; and 
on the other hand, with what pleaſure you at- 
tend to the relation of a much leſs intereſting 
matter, when elegantly expreſſed, genteely 
turned, and gracefully delivered. By attend- 
ing carefully to all theſe agremens in your 
daily converſation, they will become habitual 
to you, before you come into parliament ; and 
you will have nothing then to do, but to raiſe 
them a little when you come there. I would 
wiſh you to be ſo attentive to this object, that 
I would not have you ſpeak to your footman, 
but in the very beſt words that the ſubject ad- 
mits of, be the language which it will. Think 
of your words, and of their arrangement, be- 
fore you ſpeak ; chuſe the moſt elegant, and 
place them in the beſt order. Conſult your 
own ear, to avoid cacophony, and, what is 
very near as bad, monotony. Think alſo of 
your geſture and looks, when you are ſpeak- 
- ing even upon the moſt trifling ſubjects. The 
1 fine things, Aae expreſſed, ves and 
58 N 2 „ 
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delivered, ceaſe to be the ſame things. The moſt 

paſſionate lover in the world cannot make a 
ftronger declaration of love, than the Bourgeois 
gentilhomme does in this happy form of words: 
Mourir d' amour me font, belle Marquiſe, vos 
beanx yeux. I defy any body to ſay more; and 
yet I wonld adviſe nobody to ſay that; and! 


would recommend to you, rather to ſawebey 
and conceal your paſſion entirely, than to re- 


veal it in theſe words. Seriouſly, this holds 
in every thing, as well as in that ludicrous 
inſtancc. The French, to do them juſtice, 
attend very minutely to the purity, the cor- 
rectneſs, and the elegancy of their ſtyle, in 
converſation, and in their letters. Bien narrer 


is an object of their ſtudy; and though they 
ſometimes carry it to affectation, they never 
link into inelegancy, which is much the worſt 
extreme of the two. Obſerve them, and form 


your French ſtyle upon theirs; for elegancy 


in one language will re. produce itſelf in all. 
I knew a young man, who, being juſt elected 


a a member of parliament, was laughed at for 


being diſcovered, through the key-hole of his 
chamber door, ſpeaking to himſelf in the glaſs, 
and forming his looks and geſtures. I could 


not join in that laugh: but, on the contrary, 
thought him much wiſer than thoſe who 


laughed at him; for he knew the importance 


of 


* BH 3 
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of thoſe little graces in a public aſſembly, and 
they did not. Your little perſon (which I 
am told by the way is not ill turned) whether 
in a laced coat or a blanket, is ſpecifically a 
the ſame 3 but yet, I believe, you chuſe to i 
wear the former; and you are in the right, 
for the ſake of pleaſing more. The worſt- 
bred man in Europe, if a lady let fall her fan, 
would certainly take it up and give it her: 
the beſt-bred man in Europe, could do no 
more. The difference however would be con- 
:derable : the latter would pleaſe by doing it 
eracefully ; the former would be laughed at 
for doing it awkwardly. I repeat it, and re— 
peat it again, and ſhall never ceaſe reporting 
| it to you; Air, manners, graces, ſtyle, elegan- 
cy, and all thoſe ornaments, muſt now be | 1 
| the only objects of your attention; it is now, = 
; or never, that you mult acquire them. Poſt- | 
"one, therefore, all other conliderations; make 
them now your tcrious ſtudy: you have not 
ene moment to loſe. The ſolid and the orna- 
mental united, are undoubtedly beſt ; but were 
| reduced to make an option, I ſhould with- 
cut helitation chuſe the latter. . 
I hope you aſiduouſly frequent Marcel *, 
and carry graces from him; nobody had x more 
O 3 to 


At that time the moſt celebrated Jaucing: maſter at d. 
Paris. 


— CI 4. 
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to ſpare than he had formerly. Have you 
learned to carve? for it is ridiculous not to 
carve well. A man who tells you gravely that 
he- cannot carve, may as well tell you that he 
cannot blow his noſe; it is both as neceflary 
and as eaſy. 

Make my compliments to Lord Huntin gdon, 


whom I love and honour extremely, as I dare 
ſay you do. I will write to him ſoon, though 
I believe he has hardly time to read a letter; 


and my letters to thoſe I love are, as you 


know by experience, not very ſhort ones: this 


is one proof of it; and this would bave been 


longer, if the paper had been ſo. Good night 
; then, my dear child. 1 


JS: MS: E R XVII. 

1 February the 2 O. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
HIS epigram in Martial, 
Non amo te, Sabidi, nec poſſum dicere quare ; 
loc tantum pꝗlſ mi dicere, Non amo te: 

bas puzzled a great many people; who cannot 
conceive how it is poſſible not to love: any body, 
and yet not to know the reaſon why. I think 
I conceive Martial's meaning very clearly, 


hogs the nature of epi, which is to be 


hort, 


10t 
dy, 
ink 


ly, 


be 
rt, 
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ſhort, would not allow him to explain it more 

fully; and I take it to be this: O Sabidis, you 
are a very worthy deſerving man ; you have a 
thouſand good qualities, you have a great deal 
of learning ; 1 efleem, I reſpect, but for the 

foul of me I cannot love you, though I cannot 
particularly ſay why. Tou are not amiable ; 
n have not thoſe engaging manners, thoſe 
pleaſing attentions, thoſe graces, and that ad- 
dreſs, which are abſolutely neceſſary to pleaſe, 
though impoſſible to define. I cannot ſay it is 


this or that particular thirg” that hinders me 


ſrom loving you, it is the whole together; and 
upon the whole you are not agreeable. How 
often have I, in the courſe of my life, found 
myſelf in this ſituation, with regard to many 
of my acquaintance, whom I have honoured. 
and reſpected, without being able to love | I 
did not know why, becauſe, when one is 
young, one does not take the trouble, nor 
allow one's-ſelf the time, to analyſe one's ſen- 
timents, and to trace them up to their ſource. 
But ſubſequent obſervation and reflection have 
taught me why. There is a man, whoſe moral 
character, deep learning, and fuperior parts, 
| acknowledge, admire, and reſpect; but 
whom it is fo impoſſible for me to love, that 
Jam almoſt in a fever whenever I am in his 
pany His figure en being deformed) 

ſeems 
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ſeems made to diſgrace or ridicule the com- 


mon ſtructure of the human body. His legs 
and arms are never in the poſition which, ac- 
cording to the ſituation of his body, they 


ought to be in; but conſtantly employed in 
committing acts of hoſtility upon the graces, 
He throws any where, but down his throat, 
whatever he means to drink; and only mangles 
what he means to carve. Inattentive to all 
the regards of ſocial life, he miſ- times or miſ. 
places every thing. He diſputes with heat, 
and indiſcriminacey; mindleſs of the rank, 


character, and ſituation, of thoſe with whom 


he diſputes : abſolutely ignorant of the ſeveral 


gradations of familiarity or reſpect, he is ex- 
actly the fame to his ſuperiors, his equals, 
and his inferiors ; and therefore, by a necel- 


ſary conſequence, abſurd to two of the three. 


Is it poſſible to love ſuch a man? No. The | 


utmoſt I can do for him, is to conſider him 
as a reſpectable Hottentot. 
I remember, that when I came from Cam- 


bridge, I had acquired, among the pedants of 


that illiberal ſeminary, a ſaucineſs of litera- 
ture, a turn to ſatire and contempt, and a 
flrong tendency to argumentation and con- 


tradiction. But I had been but a very little 
while in the world, before I found that this 
would by no means do; and J immediately 
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adopted the oppoſite character: I concealed 
what learning I had; I applauded often, 
without approving z and J yielded, commonly, 
without conviction. Suaviter in modo was 
my Law and my Prophets; and if I pleaſed 
(between you and me) it was much more 
owing to that, than to any ſuperior know- 


ledge or merit of my own. A propos, the 
word pleaſing puts one always in mind of 
Lady Hervey. Pray tell her, that I declare 
her reſponſible to me for your pleaſing: that 


| conſider her as a pleaſing Falſtaff, who not 
only pleaſes, herſelf, but is the cauſe of plea- 
ſng in others : that I know ſhe can make any 


thing of any body; and that, as your gover- 
neſs, if ſhe does not make you pleaſe, it muſt 


be only becauſe ſhe will not, and not becauſe 


ſhe cannot. I hope you are du bois dont on 
en fait; and if ſo, the is fo good a ſculptor, 
that I am ſure ſhe can give you whatever form 


the pleaſes. A verſatility of manners is as 
neceffary in foctal, as a verſatility of parts is 


in political, life. One muſt often yield, in 


order to prevail; one mult humble one's-ſelf, 
to be exalted; one muſt, like St. Paul, be- 
come all things to all men, to gain ſome : 
and (by the way) men are taken by the ſame 


means, mutatis mutandis, that women are 
gained 3 by gentleneſs, inſinuation, and ſub- 


miſſion: 
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Voile vous encore jour, à quelque arrangement 
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miſſion: and theſe lines of Mr. Dryden's 


hold to a Miniſter as well as to a Miſtreſs; | 


The proſtrate lover, when he loweſt lies, 
But ſtoops to conquer, and but kneels to riſe. 


In the courſe of the world, the qualifications 


of the cameleon are often neceſlary : nay, they 
muſt be carried a little farther, and exerted a 
littte ſooner; for you ſhould, to a certain de- 


gree, take the hue of either the man or the 


woman that you want and wiſh to be upon 


terms with, 4 propos, Have you yet found 
out at Paris any friendly and hoſpitable Ma- 


dame de Lurſay, qui veut bien ſe charger du 
foin de vous eduquer ? And have you had any 
occaſion of repreſenting to her, qu'elle faiſoit 
donc des neuds ? Bat I aſk your pardon, Sir, 
for the abruptneſs of the queſtion, and ac- 
knowledge that I am meddling with matters 


that are out of my department. However, in 


matters of leſs importance, I deſire to be de 
vos ſecrets le fidele depyſitaire, Truſt me 


with the general turn and colour of your a- 
muſements at Paris. Is it le fracas du grand 


monde, comedies, bals, operas, cour, &c.? Or 


is it des petites ſocietes moins bruiants mais pas 
pour cela moins agreables * Where are you the 


molt etabli? Where are you le petit Stanhope ? 


hon · 
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L;-nn0te? Have you made many acquaintances 


among the young Frenchmen who ride at your 


Academy; and who are they? Send me this 
fort of chit-chat in your letters, which, by the 
bye, I wiſh you would honour me with ſome- 
what oftener. If you frequent any of the my- 
riads of polite Engliſhmen who infeſt Paris, 
who are they? Have you finiſhed with Abbe 
Nolet, and are you au fart of all the proper- 
ties and effects of air? Were I inclined to 
quibble, I would ſay, that the effects of air, 


| at leaſt, are beſt to be learned of Marcel. If 


you have quite done with P Abbe Nolet, aſk 
my friend Abbe Sallier to recommend to you 
ſome meagre philomath, to teach you a little 

geometry and aftronomy not enough to ab- 
ſorb your attention and puzzle your intellects, 
but only enough not to be groſsly ignorant of 

either. I have of late been a ſort of an a/tro- 


nme malgre moi, by bringing laſt Monday, 


into the Houfe of Lords, a bill for reforming 
our preſent Calendar, and taking the New 
Style. Upon which occaſion I was obliged to 
talk ſome aſtronomical jargon, of which I did 
not underſtand one word, but got it by heart, 
and ſpoke it by rote from a maſter. I wiſhed 
that I had known a little more of it myſelf; 
and ſo much I would have you know. But 
the great and neceſlary knowledge of all 1s, to 
know 
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know yourſelf and others: this knowledge re. 


quires great attention and long experience; 


exert the former, and may you have the latter! 


Adieu. 


P, 8. I have this moment received your let. 
ters of the 25") February, and the 29 March, 
N. 8. The ſeal ſhall be done as ſoon as pol- 
ible. I am glad that you are employed in 
Lord Albemarle's burcau. It will teach you, 
at leaſt, the mechanical part of that buſineſs; 
ſuch as folding, entering, and docketing, let- 
ters: for you muſt not imagine that you are 
let into the Fin fin of the correſpondence; nor 
indeed is it fit that you ſhould, at your age. 
However, uſe yourſelf to ſecrecy as to the let. 
ters you either read or write, that in time you 

may be truſted with ſecret, very ſecret, ſepa- 
rate, apart, &c. I am ſorry that this buſi- 
neſs interferes with your riding; I hope it is 
but ſeldom : but I infiſt upon its not interfe- 
ring with your dancing- maſter, who is at this 
time the molt uſeful and neceſſary of all the 
maſters yo have or can have. 


LET: 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 

' MENTIONED to you, ſome time ago, a fon 

tence, which I would moſt earneſtly with 
you always to retain in your thoughts, and ob- 
ſerve in your conduct. It is, Suaviter in mo- 
ch, fortiter in re. I do not know any one 
rule ſo unexceptionably uſetu] and neceſſary 
in every part of life. I ſhall therefore take 
it for my text to-day; and as old men love 
preaching, and I have ſome right to preach to 
you, I here preſent you with my ſermon upon 
theſe words. To proceed then regularly and 
pulpitically ; I will firſt ſhow you, my beloved, 
the neceſſary connection of the two members 
of my text: Suaviter in modo; fortiter in re. 
In the next place, I ſhall ſet forth the advan- 
tages and utility reſulting from a ſtrict obſer- 
rance of the precept contained in my text; 
nd conclude with an application of the whole. 
Ihe ſuaviter in modo alone would degenerate. 
and fink into a mean, timid complaiſance 
and paſſiveneſs, if not ſupported and dignified 
by the fortiter in re; which would alſo run 
into impetuofity and brutality, if not temper- 
ech and ſoſtened by the ſuaviter in modo: how- 


rer, they are ſeldom united. The warm, 
oy oe TY 
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ſpiſes the ſuaviter in modo, and thinks to cat. 
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choleric man, with ſtrong animal ſpirits, de. 


ry all before him by the fortiter in re. He 
may poſſibly, by great accident, now and then 


| ſucceed, when he bas only weak and timid 
people to deal with; but his general fate will 


be, to ſhock, offend, be hated, and fail. On 


the other hand, the cunning, crafty man, 
thinks to gain all his ends by the ſuavuiter in 
modo only: he becomes all things to all men; 


he ſeems to have no opinion of his own, and 
ſervilely adopts the preſent opinion of the pre- 
ſent perſon; he inſinuates himſelf only into 
the eſteem of ſools, but is ſoon detected, and 


ſurely deſpiſed by every body elſe. The wiſe 
man (who differs as much from the cunning 
as from the choleric man) alone joins the ſua- 


witer in modo with the fortiter in re. Now to 
the advantages ariſing from the ſtrict obſcr- 
vance of this precept: 

If you are in authority, and have a right to 
command, your commands delivered ſuaviter 
in modo will be willingly, cheertuliy, and con- 


ſequently well, obeyed; whei eas, if given only 


fortiter, that is, brutally, they will rather, as 
Tacitus ſays, be interpreted than executed, 
For my own part, if I bid my footman bring 
mea glaſs of wine, in a rough, inſulting man- 


ner, 1 ſhould expect, that in obeying me he 
would 
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would contrive to ſpill ſome it it upon me, 
and I am ſure I thould deſerve it. A cool, 
ſteady reſolution ſhould ſhow, that where you 
have a right to command, you will be obeyed; 
but, at the ſame time, a gentleneſs in the 
manner of enforcing that obedience, ſhould 
make it a cheerful one, and ſoften as much 
as poſſible the mortifying conſciouſneſs of in- 
feriority. If you are to aſk a favour, or even 
to ſolicit your due, you mult do it ſuaviter in 
modo; or you will give thoſe, who have a 
mind to retuſe you cither, a pretence to do it, 
by reſenting the manner: but, on the other 
hand, you muſt, by a ſteady perſeverance and 
decent tenaciouſneſs, ſhow the fortiter in re. 
The right motives are ſeldom the true ones. 
of mens aQions, eſpecially of kings, mini— 
ſters, and people in high ſtations; who often 
give to opportunity and fear, what they would 
refuſe to juſtice or to merit. By the ſuaviter 
in modo engage their. hearts, if you can; at 
leaſt, prevent the pretence of offence : but 
take care to ſhow enough of the fortiter in re, 
to extort from their love of eaſe, or their fear, 
what you might in vain hope for from their ju- 
itice or good nature. People in high life are 
hardened to the wants and diſtreſſes of man- 
kind, as ſurgeons are to their bodily pains; 
they ice and hear of them all day long, and 
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even of ſo many Gmulated ones, that they 
do not know which are real and which not. 
' Other ſentiments are therefore to be applied 
to, than thoſe of mere juſtice and humanity; 
their favour mult be captivated by the ſuaviter 
in mods; their love of eaſe diſturbed by un- 
wearied importunity, or their ſears wrought 
upon by a decent intimation of implacable, 
cool reſentment: this is the true /ortiter in re. 


Tais precept is the only way I know in the 


world, of being loved without being deſpiſed, 
and feared without being hated. It conſti- 


tutes the dignity of character, which every 


wiſe man mult endeavour to eſtabliſh. 
Now to apply what has been laid, and lo 
tonplade. 
If you find that you heve's hefllneh in your 
temper, which unguardedly breaks out into 
indifcreet ſallies, or rough expreſſions, to ei- 


ther your ſuperiors, your equals, or your in- 
leriors, watch it narrowly, check it carefully, 


and call the ſuaviter in mods to your aſſiſtance: 
at the firſt impulſe of paſſion, be ſilent, till you 
can be ſoft. Labour even to get the com- 
mand of your countenance ſo well, that thoſe 
emotions may not be read in it: a moſt un- 
ſpeakable advantage in buſineſs! On the other 


hand, let no complaiſance, no gentleneſs of 
temper, no "our deſire of pleaſing on your 


Parts 
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part, no wheedling, coaxing, nor flattery, on 


other people's, make you recede one jot from 


any point that reaſon aud prudence have bid 


you purſue z but return to the charge, perſiſt, 
perſevere, and you will find moſt things at- 
tainable that are poſſible. A yielding, timid 
meekneſs is always abuſed and inſulted by the 


unjuſt and the unfeeling; but when ſuſtained 


by the fortiter in re, is always reſpeCted, 
commonly ſucceſsful. In your friendſhips 
and connections, as well as in your enmities, 
this rule is particularly uſeful: let your firm- 


neſs and vigour, preſerve and invite attach- 
ments to you; but, at the ſame time, let your 


manner hinder the enemies of your friends 


and dependants from becoming yours: let 


your enemies be diſarmed by the gentleneſs 
of your manner, but let them feel at the ſame 
time the ſteadineſs of your juſt reſentment; 
for there 1s great difference between bearing 


malice, which is always ungenerous, and a 


reſolute ſelf-defence, which is always prudent 
and juſtifiable. In negotiations with foreign 
miniſters, remember the fortiter in re; give 
up no point, accept of no expedient, till the 


_ utmoſt neceſſity reduces you to it, and even 


then diſpute the ground inch by inch; but 
then, while you are contending with the mi- 
niſter fortiter in re, remember to gain the 


— mn: "Yþ 
Ne a are, welds weodtnc ˙— 
— OT ogy — — — 
94 — __ * 
N 


e 
e 


— 


man by the ſuaviter in modo. If you engage 
his heart, you have a fair chance for impoſing 
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upon his underſtanding, and determining his 
will. Tell him, in a frank gallant manner, 
that your miniſterial wrangles do not leſſen 
your perſonal regard for his merit; but that, 


on the contrary, his zeal and ability, in the 


ſervice of his maſter, increaſe it; and that, of 
all things, you deſire to make a good friend 
of ſo good a ſervant. By theſe means you 
may and will very often be a gainer, you 


never can be a loſer. Some people cannot 


gain upon themſelves to be eaſy and civil to 


| thoſe who are either their rivals, competitors, 


or oppoſers, though, independently of thoſe 


accidental circumſtances, they would like and 
eſteem them. They betray a ſhyneſs and an 


awkwardneſs in company with them, and 
catch at any little thing to expoſe them; and 
ſo, from temporary and only occaſional oppo- 


nents, make them their perſonal enemies. 


This is exceedingly weak and detrimental as, 
indeed, is all humour in buſineſs, which can 


only be carried on ſucceſsfully by unadulte- 
rated good policy and right reaſoning. In 
ſuch ſituations, I would be more particularly 


and noblement civil, eaſy, and frank, with 
the man whoſe deſigns I traverſed: this 1s 


but 
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but is, in truth, good ſenſe and policy. The 


manner is often as important as the matter, 
ſometimes more ſo; a favour may make an 


enemy, and an injury may make a friend, 
according to the different manner in which 
they are ſeverally done. The countenance, 
the addreſs, the words, the enunciation, the 


graces, add great eſſicacy to the ſuaviter in 
mods, and great dignity tothe fortiter inre; and 
conſequently they deſerve the utmoſt attention. 


From what has been ſaid, I conclude with 


this obſervation, That gentleneſs of manners, 


with firmneſs of mind, is a ſhort, but full, 


deſcription of human perfection, on this fide 


of religious and moral duties : that you may 


be ſeriouily convinced of this truth, and ſhow 
it in your life and converſation, is the moſt 


ſincere and ardent wiſh of Yours. 


L 88 $; TP. x R ccxlv. 
| London, March the irth, 0. 8. 1753. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
ReceiveD by the laſt oa a letter from 
Abbe Guaſco, in which he joins his re- 
preſentations to thoſe of Lord Albemarle a- 


gainſt your remaining any longer in your very | 
bad lodgings at the academy; and as L do not 


find 


— — — —2—ä— — 4 * 
— —— Pe ” — 0 — * 


| 


» 
— — — — one ere SD. 
: — _ n — 
Re 1 — Eran rg — — —2 1 * ax = n 222 ů ——ů — 
K 2 = = OO P * 1 =, 4 - — — * ys . * > bo Fae — 
— 2 —ů——ů———ů— ů ů ———ůꝛ— 2 ——— —_ 5 err W — fade og >a "x * 1 * CA: 4a- - — —— 1 
— — 4 — rern ire — — n — — — — ar regen ů — wo W = * 2 Shag — 2 = = . r 2 ——_— 
. a — r . 7 - - > — — — — —— — ST . CERES ES ED EY PEE IBIERWE 4. Lu 2 1 ns * — 
— 72 — - < - 8 2 W220. 25 ” = - e wi — 
* — - . * — 2 8 7 0 
* o * - — KX 2 — I — - Af 
5 ol Z : - . 
4 "_ Iggy — — — 


— 
2 — 


F 2." > . ” py — 4 
3 * - * 
—— 
9 _ — —— 2 
. RI On : s 
— — 1 — 2 
1 > 


I - — - * 
„ Maw, 
A —— — — 1 
8 : a 
— * — * 2 


+ Prding — — — 
—— — —— — 
_— Ef 
hy 


—_— 


n n a" 


5 — n 
* = 


— Fa 2 . 


NR 


164 LORD CHESTERTIELD's 


find that any advantage can ariſe to you from 


being interne in an academy which is full as 
far from the riding-houſe and from all your 


other maſters as your lodgings will probably 


be, I agree to your removing to an h#tel garni: 


the Abbe will help you to find one, as I de- 
fre him by the incloſed, which you will give 
him. I muſt, however, annex one condition 
to your going into private lodgings, which is, 


an abſolute excluſion of Englith breakfaſts and 


ſuppers at them : the former conſume the whole 
morning; and the latter employ the evenings 


very ill, in ſenſeleſs toaſting & Angloiſe in 


their infernal claret. You will be ſure to go 


to the riding-houſe as often as poſſible; that 


is, whenever your new bulineſs at Lord Al- 
| bemarle's does not hinder you. But, at all e- 
vents, I infiſt upon your never miſſing Mar- 
cel, who is at preſent of more conſequence to 


you than all the bureaus in Europe: for this is 


the time for you to acquire fous ces petits ri- 


ens; which, though in an arithmetical account, 
added to one another ad infinitum, they would 


amount to nothing, in the account of the world 
amount to a great and important ſum. Les 
agremens et les graces, without which you 
will never be any thing, are abſolutely made 
up of all thoſe riens, which are more eaſily 


felt than deſcribed. By the way, you may 
as San a 
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take your lodgings for one year certain, by 
which means you may get them much cheap- 
er: for though I intend to ſee you here in leſs 
than a year, it will be but for a little time; 
and you will return to Paris again, where 1 
intend you fhall ſtay till the end of April 


165 


twelve - month, 1752; at which time, provi- 


ded you have got all Ja politeſſe, les manieres, _ 
les attentions, et les graces du beau monde, I 
ſhall place you in ſome bulineſs ſuitable to 
your deſtination, 

have received, at laſt, your preſent of the 
cartoon from Dominichino, by Blanchet. It 
1s very finely done; it is pity that he did not 
take in all the figures of the original. I will 
ng it up, where it ſhall be your own again 


ſome time or other. 


Mr Harte is returned in perſect health from 
Cornwall; and has taken poſſeſſion of his pre- 
bendal houſe at Windſor, which is a very 
pretty one. As J dare ſay you will always feel, 
[ hope you will always expreſs, the ſtrongeſt 
ſentiments of gratitude and friendſhip for 
him. Write to him frequently, and attend 
to the letters you receive from him. He ſhall 
be with us at Blackheath, alias Babiole, all the 
time that I propoſe you ſhall be there, which, 
believe, will be the month of Auguſt next. 

Having thus mentioned to you the probable 

| time 
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time of our meeting, I will prepare you a little 
for it. Hatred, jealouſy, or envy, make moſt 
people attentive to diſcover the leaſt defects of 
thoſe they do not love; they rejoice at every 
new diſcovery they make of that kind, and 
take care to publiſh it. I thank God, I do 


not know what thoſe three ungenerous pal- 
ſions are, having never felt them in my own 


breaſt; but love has juſt the ſame effect upon 
me, except that I conceal, initead of publiſh- 


ing, the defects which my attention makes 


me diſcover in thoſe I love. I curiouſly pry 


into them; I analyſe them; and, wiſhing 
either to find them perfect, or to make them 
ſo, nothing eſcapes me, and I ſoon diſcover 


every the leaſt gradation towards on from that 


perfection. You muſt, therefore, expect the 


moſt critical examen that ever any body un- 
derwent: I ſhall diſcover your leaſt, as well 
as your greateſt, defects; and I ſhall very freely 


tell you of them, non quod odio habeam, ſed 


quod amem. But I ſhall tell them you tete 2 


tete, and as Micio, not as Demea: and I will 
tell them to nobody elſe. I think it but fair 
to inſorm you beforehand, where I ſuſpect 


that my criticiſms are likely to fall; and that 
is more upon the outward, than upon the in- 


ward man: I neither ſuſpe& your heart nor 


your head; but, to be plain with you, I have 
a ſtrange 


* 3 W 


CY 
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a ſtrange diſtruſt of your air, your addreſs, 
your manners, your tournure, and particu» 
larty of your enunciation and elegancy of ſtyle. 


Theſe will be all put to the trial; for while 


you are with me, you muſt do the honours of 
my houſe and table: the leaſt inaccuracy or 
inelegancy will not eſcape me; as you will 


find by a {cok at the time, and by a remon- 


ſtrance afterwards when we are alone. You. 


vill ſee a great deal of company of all ſorts at 
| Babtole, and particularly foreigners. Make 


therefore, in the mean time, all thele exterior 


and ornamental qualifications your peculiar 
care, and diſappoint all my imaginary ſchemes 


of criticiſm. Some authors have criticiſed 
their own works firſt, in hopes of hindering 
others from doing it afterwards ; but then 


they do it themſelves with ſo much tenderneſs 


and partiality tor their own production, that 


not cnly the production itſelf, but the pre- 


ventive criticiſm, is criticiſed. I am not one 
of thoſe authors; but, on the contrary, my 


teverity increaſes with my fondneſs for my 


work; and if you will but effectually correct 


all the faults I ſhall find, I will inſure you 


from all ſubſequent criticiims from "ner 
quarters. 


Are you got a little | into the interior, into 
the conſtitution of things at Ferit! ? Have you 
ſeen f 
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ſeen what you have ſeen thoroughly? For, 
by the way, few people ſee what they ſee, or 
hear what they hear. For example; If you 
go to les Invalides, do you content yourſelf 
with ſeeing the building, the hall where three 


or four hundred cripples dine, and the gal. 
leries where they lie; or do you inform your- 


ſelf of the numbers, the conditions of their 
admiſſion, their allowance, the value and 


nature of the fund by which the whole is 


| ſupported ? This latter J call ſeeing, the for- 


mer is only ſtaring. Many people take the 
opportunity of les vacances, to go and ſee the 


empty rooms, where the ſeveral chambers of 


-: whe parliament did fit z which rooms are ex- 


ceedingly like all other large rooms: when 
you go there, let it be when they are full; 
| fee and hear what is doing in them; learn 
their reſpective conſtitutions, juriſdictions, 
objects, and methods of proceeding z hear 
| ſome cauſes tried in every one of the different 
chambers. Approfondiſſez les choſes. 

Jam glad to hear that you are fo well at 
Marquis de St Germain's *, of whom I hear 


a very good character. How are you with the 
other foreign miniſters at Paris? Do you fre- 


quent the Outch ambaſſador or arabaſſadreſs! 
6 5 Have 


* At 1 time ambalkador front the King of 4 Sardink at 


the Court of France, 


/ 


Q_ N . 1 2 
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Have you any footing at the Nuncio' s, or at 


the Imperial and Spaniſh ambaſſador's ? It is 


uſeſul. Be more particular, in your letters to 


me, as to your manner of paſling your time, 


and the company you keep. Where do you 


dine and ſup ofteneſt ? whoſe houſe is moſt 


your home? Adieu. Les graces, les 


graces. 


HET TEL RK CCXV. 


London, March the 1813, O. 8. 1731 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


ACQUAINTED you in a former letter, that 


ſent calendar, which is the Julian; and for 
adopting the Gregorian. I will now give 


you a more particular account of that affe ir; 


from which reflections will naturally occur to 


you, that I hope may be uſeful, and which I 


fear you have not made. It was notorious, 


that the Julian calendar was erroneous, and 
had overcharged the ſolar year with eleven 


days. Pope Gregory the 13 correRted this 
error: his reformed calendar was immediately 


received by all the Catholic Powers of Europe; 
and afterwards adopted by all the Proteſtant 


Vor. Hl. 1 ones, 


I had brought a bill into the Houſe of 
Lords for correcting and reforming our pre- 
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ones, except Ruſſia, Sweden, and England, 
It was not, in my opinion, very honourable 
for England to remain in a groſs and avowed 
error, eſpecially in ſuch company; the incon- 
veniency of it was likewiſe felt by all thoſe 
who had foreign correſpondences, whether po- 
litical or mercantile. I determined, there- 
fore, to attempt the reſormation; I conſulted 
the belt lawyers and the molt ſkilful aſtrono- 
mers, and we cooked up a bill for that pur- 
poſe. But then my difficulty began: I was 
to bring in this bill, which was neceſſarily 
compoſed of law-jargon and aſtronomical cal- 
culations, to both which I am an utter ſtran- 
ger. However, it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
make the Houſe of Lords think that I knew 
ſomething of the matter ; and alio, to make 
them believe that they knew fomething of it 
themſelves, which they do not. For my own 
part, I could juſt as ſoon have talked Celtic 
or Sclavonian to them, as aſtronomy, and 
they would have underſtood me full as well: 
ſo I reſolved to do better than ſpeak to the 
purpole, and to pleaſe inſtead of informing 
them. I gave them, therefore, only an hiſto- 
rical account of calendars, from the Egyptian 
down to the Gregorian, amuſing them now 
and then with little epiſodes; but I was par- 
ticularly attentive to the choice of my words, 
| f0 
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tothe harmony and roundneſs of my periods, 


to my elocution, to my action. This ſuc- 


ceeded, and ever will ſucceed : they thought 
I informed, becauſe I pleaſed, them: and 
many of them ſaid, that I had made the whole 
very clear to them ; when, God knows, I had 
not even attempred it. Lord Macclesfield, 
who had the preateſt ſhare in forming the 


bill, and who is one of the greateſt mathema- 


ticians and aſtronomers in Europe, ſpoke af— 


terwards with infinite knowledge, and all the 


clearneſs that ſo intricate 2 matter would ad- 


mit of: but as his words, his periods, and 
his utterance, were not near ſo good as mine, 


the preference was moſt unanimouſly, though 


_ molt unjuſtly, given to me. This will ever 


be the caſe z every numerous aſſembly is mob, 


jet the individuals who compoſe it be what 
they will. Mere reaſon and good ſenſe is 
never to be talked to a mob: their paſhons, 
their ſentiments, their ſenſes, and their ſeem- 


ing intereſts, are alone to be applied to. Un- 
derſtanding they have collectively none: but 


they have ears and eyes, which muſt be flat- : 


tered and ſeduced; and this can only be done 


by eloquence, tuneſul periods, graceful action „ 


and all the various parts of oratory. 


When you come into the Houſe of Com- 
mons, if you imagine that ſpeaking plain and 
| | P 2 una- 
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unadorned ſenſe and reaſon will do your buſi. 
neſs, you will find yourſelf moſt groſly miſta- 
ken. As a ſpeaker, you will be ranked only 
according to your eloquence, and by no 
means according to your matter; every body 
knows the matter almoſt alike, but few can 
adorn it. I was early convinced of the import-. 
ance and powers of eloquence; and from that 
moment J applied myſelf to it. I reſolved 
not to utter one word, even in common con- 
verſation, that ſhould not be the moſt expreſ. 
hive, and the moſt elegant, that the language 
could ſupply me with. for that purpoſe; dy 
which means I have acquired ſuch a certain 
degree of habitual eloquence, that I muſt 
now really take ſome pains if I would expreſs 
myſelf very inclegantly. I want to inculcate 
this known truth into you, which you ſeem 
by no means to be convinced of yet, That or- 
naments are at preſent your only objects. 
Your ſole buſineſs now is to ſhine, not to weigh. 
Weight without luſtre is lead. You had bet- 
ter talk trifles elegantly to the moſt trifling 
woman, than coarſe inelegant ſenſe to the 
moſt ſolid man: you had better return a drop- 
| ped fan genteely, than give a thouſand pounds 
_ awkwardly: and you had better refuſe a ſa- 
vour gracefully, than grant it clumſily. Man- 
ncr is all i in every thing : ; it is by Manner 
only 
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only that you can pleaſe, and conſequently 


ſe All your Greek will never advance you 
from Secretary to Envoy, or from Envoy to 

ambaſſador z but your addreſs, your manner, 
your air, if good, very probably may. Mar- 


cel can be of much more uſe to you than Ari- 


ſtotle. I would, upon my word, much rather 
that you had Lord Bolingbroke's ſtyle and elo- | 
quence, in ſpeaking and writing, than all the 
learning of the Academy of Sciences, the 
Royal Society, and the two Univerſities united. 


Having mentioned Lord Bolingbroke's 


ſtyle, which is, undoubtedly, infinitely ſupe- 
rior to any body's ; I would have you read his 
works, which you have, over and over again, 
with particular attention to his ſtyle. Tran- 
ſcribe, imitate, emulate it, if poſſible : that 
would be of real uſe to you in the Houſe of 


Commons, in negotiations, in converſation : 
with that, you may juſtly hope to pleaſe, to 


perſuade, to ſeduce, to impoſe; and you will 


fail in thoſe articles, in proportion as you fall 


ſhort of it. Upon the whole, lay aſide, du- 
ring your year's reſidence at Paris, all thoughts 

of all that dull fellows call ſolid, and exert _ 
pour utmoſt care to acquire what people o 


faſhion call ſhining. Prenez J. eclat et le brite 


ant d'un galant homme. 


Among the commonly called little things, 
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to which you do not attend, your hand. ri. 
ting is one, which is indeed ſhamefully bad 
and illiberal ; it is neither the hand of a man 
of buſineſs, nor of a gentleman, but of a 
truant ſchool boy. As ſoon, therefore as you 
have done with Abbe Nolét, pray get an ex- 
_ cellent writing maſter, ſince you think that you 
cannot teach yourſelf to write what hand you 
pleaſe: and let him teach you to write a gen- 
teel, legible, liberal hand, and quick; not the 
hand of a procureur or a writing- maſter, but 
that ſort of hand in which the firſt Commis in 
foreign bureaus commonly write: for I tell 
you truly, that were I Lord Albemarle, no- 
thing ſhould remain in my bureau, written in 
your preſent hand. From hand to arms the 
tranſition is natural; is the carriage and mo— 
tion of your arms ſo roo? The motion of the 
arms is the moſt material part of a man's air, 
eſpecially in dancing; the feet are not near ſo 
material. If a man dances well from the waiſt 
upwards, wears his hat well, and moves his 
head properly, he dances well, Do the wo- 
men ſay that you dreſs well; for that is ne- 
cefJiry too for a young fellow? Have you un 
gout wif, or a paſhon for any body? I do not 
aſk for whom; an Iphigenia would both give 
pou the deſire, and teach you the means, to 
pleaſe. | | 


In 
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Gr Charles Hotham at Paris, in his way to 
Toulouſe, where he 1s to ſtay a year or two. 


Pray, be very civil to him: but do not carry 
him into company, except preſenting him to 


Lord Albemarle; for, as he is not to ſtay at 


Paris above a week, we do not defire that he 


ſhould taſte of that diſſipation : you may ſhow 


bim a play and an opera. Adieu, my dear 


child. 


4 LR CCXVI. 


| 1 March the 25th, O. 8. 1751. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


HAT a happy period of your Be Fs. 


this ! Pleaſure is now, and ought to 
be, your buſineſs, While you were younger, 
dry rules, and unconnected words, were the 


unpleaſant objects of your labours. When 
you grow older, the anxiety, the vexations, 


the diſappointments, inſeparable from public 


buſineſs, will require the greateſt ſhare of your 


time and attention: Your pleaſures may, in- 


deed, conduce ro your buſineſs, and your bu- 
neſs will quicken your pleaſures ; but ſtill 
your time muſt, at leaſt, be divided: whereas 
now it is wholly your own, and cannot be ſo 


well 


bi A fortnight or three weeks you will fee 
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well employed as in the pleaſures of a gentle. 
man. 'The world is now. the only book you 
want, and almoſt the only one you ought to 
read: that neceſſary book can only be read in 
company, in public places, at meals, and in 
ruelles. You muſt be in the pleaſures, in 
order to learn the manners, of good company, 
In premeditated or in formal buſineſs, peo- 
ple conceal, or at leaſt endeavour to conceal, 
their characters; whereas pleaſures diſcover 
them, and the heart breaks out through the 
guard of the underſtanding. Thoſe are often 
propitious moments, for ſkilful negotiators to 


improve. In your deſtination particularly, 


the able conduct of pleaſures is of infinite uſe: 
to keep a good table, and to do the honours 
of it gracefully and fur le ton de la bonne 
compagnie, 1s abſolutely neceſſary for a foreign 
' miniſter. There is a certain light table chit- 
chat, uſeful to keep off improper and too ſe- 
rious ſubjects, which is only to be learned in 
the pleaſures of good company. In truth, it 
may be trifling ; but, trifling as it is, a man 
of parts and experience of the world wil 
give an agreeable turn to it. L'art de badi. 
ner agreablement, | is by no means to de deſpi- 
fed. 
An engaging addreſs, and turn to gallantry 
18 often of rery great ſervice to foreign mini 


ſters: 
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ſters. Women have, directly or indireciy, 
a good deal to ſay in moſt Courts. The late 
Lord Strafford governed, for a conſiderable 
time, the Court of Berlin, and made his own 
fortune, by being well with Madame de War- 
temberg, the firſt King of Pruſſia's miſtreſs. 
I could name many other inſtances of that 
kind. That ſort of agreeable caquet de fem- 
mes, the neceſſary forerunners of cloſer con- 
ferences, is only to be got by frequenting 
women of the firſt faſhion, et gui donnent le 
tan. Let every other book then give way to 
this great and neceſlary book the World; of 


f which there are ſo many various rendingh 
. that it requires a great deal of time and atten- 
1 tion to underſtand it well: contrary to all 
e other books, you mult not ſtay at home, but 


go abroad to read it; and, when you ſeek it 
abroad, you will not find it in bookſellers 


Fo 
> thops and ſtalls, but in Courts, in þstels, at 
in eatertainments, balls, aflemblies, ſpectaclee, 


Cc. Put yourſelf upon the foot of an eaſy, 
domeſtic, but polite familiarity and intimacyy 
in the ſeveral French houſes to which you 
have been introduced. Cultivate them, fre- 
quent them, and ſhow a deſire of becoming 

enfant de la maiſon. Get acquainted as much 
as you can with leg gens de cour : and obſerve, 
carefully, how politely they Can differ, and 
bow 
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how civilly they can hate; how eaſy and idle 
they can ſeem in the multiplicity of their buſi- 
neſs; and how they can lay hold of the proper 
moments to carry it on, in the midſt of their 
pleaſures. Courts, alone, teach verſatility and 
politeneſs; for there is no living there without 
them. Lord Albemarle has, I hear, -and am 
very glad of it, put you into the hands of 
Meſſieurs de Biſſy. Profit by that, and beg 
of them to let you attend them 1n-all the com. 
panies of Verſailles and Paris. One of them, 
at leaſt, will naturally carry you to Madame 
de la Valieres, unleſs he is diſcarded by this 


time, and Gelliot * retaken. Tell them 


frankly, que vous cherchez à vous former, que 
vous Etes en mains de maitres, Sils veulent 
bien Sen donner la peine. Your profeſtion has 
this agreeable peculiarity in it, which 1s, That 
it is connected with, and promoted by, plea- 
ſures; and it is the only one, in which a tho- 
rough knowledge of the world, polite man- 
ners, and an engaging addreſs, are abſolutely 
neceſſary. If a lawer knows his law, a parſon 
his divinity, and a financier his calculations, 
each may make a figure and a fortune ins his 
profeſſion, without great knowledge of the 
world, and without the manners of gentle 
men. But your profeſſion throws you into 

VV 


* A famous opera- ſinger at Paris. 


all the intrigues and cabals, as well as plea- 
ſures, of Courts: in thoſe windings and laby- 
rinths, a knowledge of the world, a diſcern- 
ment of characters, a ſuppleneſs and verſati- 


muſt be your clue: you muſt know how to 
ſoothe and Jull the menſters that guard, and 


the golden fleece. Theſe are the arts and the 
accompliſhments abſolutely neceſſary for a fo- 
reign miniſter: in which it muſt be owned, 

to our ſhame, that moſt other nations out-do 


e 
f the Engliſh; and, cateris paribus, a French 

1 WL miiiter will get the better of an Englith one, 

* at any third Court in Europe. The French 
nt have ſomething more liant, more inſinuating 
as and engaging in their manner, than we have. 


lat An Engliſh miniſter ſhall have reſided ſeven 
one perſonal connection there, or without 


He 1s always the Engliſh miniſter, and never 


miniſter, on the contrary, has not been fix 
weeks at a Court, without having, by a thou- 


lome degree of favour with the Prince, his 
| wile, 


lity of mind, and an elegancy of manners, 


how to addreſs and gain the fair that keep, 


years at a Court, without having made any 
being intimate and domeſtic in any one houſe. 
naturalized, He receives his orders, demands 


an audience, writes an account of it to his 
Court, and his buſineſs is done. A French 


and little attentions, inſinuated himſelf into 
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wife, his miſtreſs, his favourite, and his mi- 
niſter. He has eſtabliſhed himſelf upon a fa- 
miliar and domeſtic footing in a dozen of 
the beſt houſes of the place, where he has ac- 
cuſtomed the people to be not only eaſy, but 
unguarded, before him; he makes himſelf at 
home there, and they think him fo. By theſe 
means he knows the interior of thoſe Courts, 
and can almoſt write prophecies to his own, 
from the knowledge he has of the characters, 
the humours, the abilities, or the weakneſſes, 
of the actors. The Cardinal d'Oflat was look- 
ed upon at Rome as an Italian, and not as a 
French Cardinal; and Monſieur D'Avaux, 
wherever he went, was never conſidered as a 
foreign miniſter, but as a native, and a per- 
ſonal friend. Mere plain truth, ſenſe, and 
knowledge, will by no means do alone in 
Courts; art and ornaments muſt come to 
their aſſiſtance. Humours muſt be flattered; 
the mellia tempora muſt be ſtudied and known; 
confidence acquired by ſeeming frankneſs, 
and profited of by ſilent ſkill: and, above 
all, you muſt gain and engage the heart, to 
| betray the underſtanding. to you. Hg tibi 

_ erunt artes. | 


bl The death of the Prince of Wales, who F 
.- was more beloved for his affability and good- MI 
it nature, than eſteemed for his ſteadineſs and 

— | 5 con 
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conduct, has given concern to many, and ap- 
prehenſions to all. The great difference of 
the ages of the King and Prince George, pre- 
ſents the proſpect of a minority 3 a diſagree- 
able proſpect for any nation ! But it is to be 
hoped, and is moſt probable, that the King, 
who is now perfectly recovered of his late in- 
diſpoſition, may live to ſee his grandſon of 
age. He is, ſeriouſly, a moſt hopeful boy; 
| gentle and good - natured, with good ſound 
ſenſe. This event has made all ſorts of people 

; here hiſtorians, as well as politicians. Our 

; hiſtories are rummaged for all the particular 
circumſtances of the fix minorities we have 
had ſince the Conqueſt, viz. thoſe of Henry III. 
Edward III. Richard II. Henry VI. Ed- 
ward V. and Edward VI. and the reaſonings, 
the ſpeculations, the conjectures, and the 
predictions, you will eaſily imagine, muſt be 
innumerable and endleſs, in this nation, 
where every porter is a conſummate politi- 
cian. Doctor Swift ſays, very humourouſly, 
« Every man knows that he underſtands reli- 
„gion and politics, though he never learn- 
* ed them; but many people are conſcious 
they do not underſtand many other ſcien- 
ces, from ator. by never learned them.” A- 


who deu. | | | 
po I Q | mu E T. 
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L 1 T T E n Cexvil 


London, April the 1th, O. S. 1751, | 


My DEAR FRIEND, 
'ERE you have, all together, the pocket- 


When your three Graces have made their op- 
tion, you need only ſend me, in a letter, 
ſmall pieces of the three mohairs they fix up- 


on. If I can find no way of ſending them 


ſafely, and directly to Paris, I will contrive 


to have them left with Madame Morel, at 


Calais; who, being Madame Monconſeil's 


agent there, may find means of furthering 
them to your three ladies, who all belong to 
your friend Madame Monconſeil. Two of 
the three, I am told, are handſome : Ma- 


dame Polignac, I can ſwear, is not ſo; but 
however, as the world goes, two out of three 
18 a very good compoſition. 

You will alſo find, in the packet, a com- 
paſs ring, ſet round with little diamonds; 


which I adviſe you to make a preſent of to 
Abbe Guaſco, who hes been uſeful to you, 


and will continue to be ſo: as it is a mere 


| bauble, you muſt add to the value of it by 
| your manne! of giving it him. Show it him 
fiſt; and when he commends it, as probably 


he 


books, the compaſles, and the patterns. 
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he will, tell him that it is at his ſervice, et que 
comme il eft toujours par voie et par chemins, 


il eſt abſolument neceſſaire qu'il ait une bouſſole. 

All thote little gallantries depend entirely up- 
on the manner of doing them; as, in truth, 
what does not? The greateſt favours may be 
done ſo awkwardly and bunglingly, as to of- 
fend; and diſagreeable things may be done fo 
agreeably, as almoſt to oblige. Endeavour to 
acquire this great ſecret; it exiſts; it 1s to be 
found; and is worth a great deal more than 
the grand ſecret of the Alchymiſts would be, 


if it were, as it is not, to be found. This is 
only to be learned in Courts, where claſhing 


views, jarring opinions, and cordial hatreds,. 


are ſoftened, and kept within decent bounds, 


by politeneſs and manners. Frequent, ob- 
ſerve, and learn Courts. Are you free of 
that of St Cloud? Are you often at Verſailles? 
Infinuate and wriggle yourſelf into favour at 
thoſe places. L*Abbe de la Ville, my old 
friend, will help you at the latter; your three 
ladies may eſtabliſh you in the former. The 
good-breeding de la Ville et de la Cour are dif- 
ferent; but, without deciding which is in- 
trinſically the beſt, that of the Court is, with- 
out doubt, the moſt neceſſary for you, who 

are to live, to grow, and to riſe in Courts. 

In two years time, which will be as ſoon as 


* vou 
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you are fit for it, I hope to be able to plant 


you in the ſoil of a young Court here; where, 
if you have all the addreſs, the ſuppleneſs, 
and verfatility of a good courtier, you will 
| have a great chance of thriving and flouriſh- 
ing. Young favour is eafily acquired, if the 
proper means are employed; and, when ac- 


quired, it is warm, if not durable; and the 


warm moments muſt be ſnatched and im- 


proved, Quite pour ce qui en peut arriver 
apres. Do not mention this view of mine for 
you, to any mortal; but learn to keep your 
own ſecrets, which, by the way, very few 
people can do. 

If your courſe of ei vhiloſopky, 


with Abbe Noler, is over, I would have you 
apply to Abbe Sallier, for a maſter to give 
you a general notion of aſtronomy and geo- 
metry; of both which you may know as much 


as I deſire you ſhould, in fix months time. I 


only defire that you ſhould have a clear no- 
tion of the preſent planetary ſyſtem, and the 
| hiſtory of all the former ſyſtems: Fontenelle's 


Pluralitẽ des mondes, will almoſt teach you all 
you need know upon that ſubject. As for 


geometry, the ſeven firſt books 5 Euclid will 


be a ſufficient portion of it for you. It is right 


to have a general notion of thoſe abſtruſe 
ſciences, lo as not to appear one ignorant of 
SI them, 
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them, when they happen, as ſometimes they 
do, to be the topics of converfation ; but a 
deep knowledge of them requires too much 
time, and engroſſes the mind too much. I 
repeat it again and again to you, Let the great 
book of the world be your principal ſtudy. 
Nefturnd verſate manu, verſate diurnd : which 
may be rendered thus in Engliſn; Turn over 
men by day, and women by night.. 1 mean only 
the beſt editions. 

Wbatever may be ſaid at Paris of my ſpeech 
upon the bill for the reformation of the preſent 
calendar, or whatever applauſe it may have 

met with here, the whole, I can aſſure you, 
) is owing to the words and to the delivery, but 
u by no means to the matter; which, as I told 
you in a former letter, I was. not maſter of. 
| mention this again, to ſhow you the im- 
portance of well- choſen words, . harmonious 
periods, and good delivery; for, between you 
and me, Lord Macclesfield's ſpeech was, in 
truth, worth a thouſand of mine. It will 
ſoon be printed, and I will ſend it to you. It 
is very inſtructive. You ſay, that you wiſh to 
peak but half as well as I did: you may eaſi- 
ly ſpeak full as well as ever I did; if you will 
but give the ſame attention to the ſame ob- 
jects that T did at your age, and for many 
years afterwards 3 3 1 mean, correctneſs, purity, 
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and elegancy of ſtyle, harmony of periods, 
and gracefulneſs of delivery. Read over and 


over again the third book of Cicero de Oratore, 


in which he particularly treats of the orna- 


mental parts of oratory : they are indeed pro- 


perly oratory, for all the reſt depends only 
upon common ſenſe, and ſome knowledge of 


the ſubje&ts you ſpeak upon. But if you 
would pleaſe, perſuade, and prevail in ſpeak- 


ing, it muſt be by the ornamental parts of 


_ oratory, Make them, therefore, habitual to 
you ; and reſolve never to ſay the moſt com- 


mon things, even to your footman, but in 


the beſt words you can find, and with the 


beſt utterance. 'Fhis, with les manteres, la 


tournure, et les uſages du beau monde, are the 


only two things you want : fortunately they 


are both in your power; may you have them 
both | Adieu. 


LETTER ccxvm. 


| A Londres, 15 d Avril, V. S. 1751. 
MON CHER AMI, 


OMMENT vont les graces, les man ieres, 
les agremens, et tous ces petits riens f 
neceſſaries pour rendre un homme aimable*? 


Les prenez vous ? y faites vous des progres! 
Le 
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un art qu'il ne tient qua un chacun dacque- 
tir, ſuppoſant un certain fond de ſens com- 
mun. Un tel vous plait par tel endroit; ex- 
aminez pourquoi, faites comme lui, et vous 
plairez par le meme endroit aux autres. Pour 


hommes. Et pour plaire aux hommes, il faut 


ſcavoir plaire aux ſemmes. Les femmes, dont 

of la vanite eſt ſans contredit la paſſion domi- 

0 nante, la trouvent flattee par les attentions 
Pun homme qui eſt generalement eſtimè par- 


mi les hommes. Quand il eſt marque a ce 
coin, elles lui donnent le cours, c'eſt a dire, 
la mode. De l'autre cote un homme ſera eſti- 


aimable, ſi les femmes n'y ont pas mis la der- 
niere main. Il eſt auſſi necefſaire que les 


vous aimeront apres. Les femmes ſont les 
veritables raffineuſes de. Yor maſculin; elles 
n'y ajoutent pas du poids il eſt vrai, mais elles 


Le grand ſecret c 'eſt Vart de plaire; et c'eſt 


plaire aux femmes, il faut etre conſidere des 


mable parmi les hommes, ſans pourtant etre 


deux ſexes travaillent à ſa perfection qu'à ſon 
etre; portez aux femmes le mérite de votre 
ſexe, vous en rapporterez la douceur, les 
agremens et les graces du leur, et les hommes 
qui vous eſtimoient ſeulement auparavant, 


y donnent Peclat et le brillant. A propos, on 

m'afſure que Madame de Blot, ſans avoir des 
Tait, eſt Jolie comme un cœur; et que, non: 
obſtant. 
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obſtant cela, elle gen eſt tenue juſqu ici ſeru 
puleuſement à ſon mari, quoiqu il y ait-deja 
plus d'un an qu'elle eſt marièe. Elle n'y petiſe 


pas; il faut decrotter cette femme la. De. 


crottez vous donc tous les deux reciproque- 
ment. Force, aſhduites, attentions, regards 
tendres, et declarations paſhonees de votre 


còtè, produiront au moins quelque velleite du 


ſien. Et quand une fois la velleite y eſt, les 


ceuvres ne ſont pas loin. 


Comme je vous tiens pour le premier juris. 
peritus et politique de tout le corps Germani- 


que, je ſuppoſe que vous aurez lu la lettre 


du Roi de Pruſſe à l' Electeur de Matence, au 


ſujet de election d'un Roi des Romains; et. 


de Pautre cote, une piece, intitulèe, Repre- 


_ ſentation impartiale de ce qui eft juſte à Pegard 
de Peleftion dun Roi des Romains, &c. La pre- 
miere eſt tres bien ecrite, mais pas fondee ſur 
les loix et les uſages de Empire ; la ſeconde 
eſt tres mal ecrite, au moins en Francois, mais. 
fondee. Je crois qu'elle aura <te ecrite par 


quelque Allemand qui s8'etoit mis dans J'eſprit 
qu'il entendoit le Francois. Je ſuis perſuade 
pourtant que Velegance et la delicatefſe de la 


lettre du Roi de Pruſſe en impoſeront aux 
deux tiers du public en depit de la ſolidite et 
de la verite de Pautre piece. Telle eſt la 
force de Pelegance et de la delicateſſe. 


1 
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ut ſouhaiterois que vous culkiez la bonte de 
me derailler un peu plus particulièrement vos 
allures a Paris. Ou eſt- ce, par exemple, que 
vous dinez tous les Vendtedis, avec cet aima- 
ble et reſpectable vieillard Fontenelle? Quelle 
eſt la maiſon qui. eſt, pour ainſi dire, votre do- 
micile? Car on en a toujours une, ou Fon eſt 
plus etabli, et plus a ſon aiſe qu'ailleurs. Qui 
ſont les jeunes Francois avec leiquels vous ètes 
e plus lie? Frequentez vous PFhotel d'Hol- 


? lande; et vous ètes vous fourre encore dans 
1 celui du Comte de Caunitz? Monſieur de Pig- 
e natelli, a-t- il Phonneur d'etre du nombre de 


u dos ſerviteurs? Et le Nonce du Pape, vous a- 
et Wl til compris dans ſon Jubile? Dites moi auſſi 


-. WH faturellement comment vous etes avec Milord 
rd Huntingdon; le votez vous ſouvent? le cul- 
e- dez vous? Repondez ſpecifiquement à toutes 
fur ees queſtions dans votre premiere lettre. 

de On me dit que le livre de du Clos n'eſt pas 
ais WW i la mode à Paris, et qu'on le critique fu— 
par” nueſement, c'eſt apparemment parce qu'on 
brit lentend, et ce n'eſt plus la mode d'etre intel- 
adC ligible. Te reſpecte infiniment la mode; mais 
la l reſpecte bien plus ce livre que je trouve en 


aux meme tems vrai, ſolide, et brillant. Il ya. 
& et neme des epigrammes, que veut-on de plus ? * 
t la W Mr * * ſera parti (je compte) de Paris 
bur fon ſẽjour de Toulouſe. Peſpere qu'il 
Je VVV „ Pre. 


bien beſoin. I! eſt gauche, il eſt taciturn, 
et n'a pas le moindre entregent: Quality 
pourtant tres necefſaires pour fe diſtinguer a 
dans les affaires, ou dans le beau monde. A 


ſcait pas briller auſſi dans le beau monde. | 
pour reuſhr parfaicement bien dans Pun a 


nous vous donnons le von ſoir. 


ſon Lord Mountjoy, will be at Paris nen 
week, in their way to the South of France; 


Pray go to wait upon them, as ſoon as you 


: attentions you can. 


all thoſe little nothings ſo indifpenſably nece 
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y prendra des manieres, au moins en at 


vrai, ces deux choſe ſont ſi liees, qu'un hon. 
me ne figurera jamais dans les affaires qui it 


dans l'autre, il faut etre in utrumque parati. 
Puiſſiez vous Vetre, mon cher ami! et ſur} 


P. 8. Lord and Lady Bleſſington, with thei 


I fend you a little packet of books by them. 


hear of their arrival, and ſhow them all the 


TRANSLATION. 


London, April ng 15th, O. 8. 1751. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


"HAT ſucceſs with the Graces, and it 
the accompliſhments, elegancies, ane 


far 
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{ary to conſtitute an amiable man? Do you 


re great ſecret is the art of pleaſing; and 
et W 1 
that art is to be attained by every man who 
1 bas a good fund of common ſenſe. If you are 
p pleaſed with any perſon, examine why; do as 
7 he does, and you will charm others by the 


me things which pleaſe you in him. To be 
liked by women, you mult be eſteemed by 


ruling paſſion in women; and it is much flat- 
tered by the attentions of a man who is ge- 
nerally eſteemed by men: when his merit has 
received the ſtamp of their approbation, wo- 


in faſhion. On the other hand, if a man has 
may be eſtimable among men, but he will ne- 


ver be amiable. The concurrence of the two 
ſexes is as neceſſary to the perfection of our 


being, as to the formation of it. Go among 
vomen with the good qualities of your ſex, 
and you will acquire from them the ſoftneſs. 


and the graces of theirs. Men will then add 
alteCtion, to the eſteem which they before had 


il or you. Women are the only refiners of the 


es, an merit of men: it is true, they cannot add 
7 nece veight, but they poliſh and give luſtre to it- 


Fm | as — 


take them, do you make a progreſs in them? 


men; and to pleaſe men, you muſt be agree- 
able to women. Vanity is unqueſtionably the 


men make it current; that is to ſay, put him 


not received the laſt polith from women, he 
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although ſhe has no great regularity of features, 
is, notwithſtanding, exceſſively pretty; and 


louſly conſtant to her huſband, though ſhe hay 
does not reflect, that woman wants poliſhing, 
_ cally, Force, aſſiduities, attentions, tender 
fide, will produce ſome irreſolute wiſhes, at 
wiſhes ariſe, the reſt will ſoon follow. 
tus and politician of the whole Germanic 


Body, I ſuppoſe you will have read the King 


and, on the other ſide, a memorial, intitled, 


ey the author is ſome German, who has taken 
into his head that he underſtands French. I 

am, however, perſuaded, that the elegancy 
. and delicacy of the King of Pruſſia's letter 


4. 
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A propos, I am aſſured that Madame de Blot, 


that, for all that, ſhe has as yet been ſcrupy. 
now been married above a year. Surely ſhe 
I would have you poliſh one another recipro- 
looks, and paſſionate declarations, on your 
leaſt, on hers; and when even the lighteſt 
As I take you to be the greateſt juris peri 
of Pruſſia's letter to the Elector of. Matence, 
upon the election of a King of the Romans; 
Impartial repreſentation of what” is juſt with 
regard to the election of a King of the Romani, 
&c. The firſt is extremely well written, but 
not grounded upon the laws and cuſtoms of 


the Empire. The ſecond is very ill written 
(at leaſt in French), but well grounded: I fan- 


wil 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 193 


will prevaiE with two thirds of the public, in 
ſpight of the ſolidity and truths contained in 
the other piece. Such is the force of an ele- 
gant and delicate ſtyle! . 
I wiſh you would be ſo good as to give me 
a more particular and circumſtantial account 
8. of the method of paſſing your time at Paris. 
For inſtance, Where is it that you dine every 
Friday, in company with that amiable and re- 
ſpectable old man, Fontenelle? Which is the 
houſe where you think yourſelf at home? for 
one always has ſuch a one, where one is bet- 
ter eſtabliſhed, and more at eaſe, than any 
where elſe. Who are the young Frenchmen 
with whom you are moſt intimately connec- 
ted? Do you frequent the Dutch ambaſſador's? 
Have you penetrated yet into Count Caunitz's 
kouſe? Has Monſieur de Pignatelli the honour 
of being one of your humble ſervants? And 
bas the Pope's Nuncio included you in the ju- 
bilee? Tell me alſo freely, how you are with 
Lord Huntingdon : Do you ſee him often? 
Do you connect yourſelf with him? Anſwer 
all theſe queſtions circumſtantially in your firſt 
eiter. „ ls 
Lam told that du Clos's book is not in vogue 
at Paris, and that it is violently criticiſed ; I 
luppoſe, that is becauſe one underſtands it; 
and being intelligible is now no longer in fa- 
| ſhion. 
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ſhion. I have a very great reſpect ſor faſhion, 


tains even epigrams; what can one with for 
more? 


I · 0 Sr 6 a ER. a 
2. 5 — — 8 — 


this time, for his reſidence at Toulouſe. I 


ſure he wants them. He is awkward, he is 
polite world! In truth, theſe two things are ſo 
"the great world; and to ſucceed perfectiy in 


either the one or the other, one muſt be in u- 


friend! and ao we with you a good night. 


one Whoſe ſuperior judgment and diftinguiſh- 
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but a much greater for this book; which is, 
all at once, true, ſolid, and bright. It con- 
NM #® *.% will, I FOR have left Paris by 
hope he will acquire manners there; I am 
filent, and has nothing agreeable in his ad; 
dreſs : moſt neceſſary qualifications to diſtin- 
guiſh one's ſelf in buſineſs, as well as in the 
connected, that a man cannot make a figure 


in buſineſs, who is not qualified to ſhine in 


trumque paratus. May you be that, my deat 


# 


| London, April the 22d, O. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 7 


Arx to you now, as to the 8 vir 
tuoſo of this or perhaps any other age; 


ing 
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ing eye hindered the King of Poland from 


buying a bad picture at Venice, and whoſe 


| decifions in the realms of virtà are final and 


without appeal. Now to the point. I have 


had a catalogue ſent me, d'une vente a Paim- 


able de tableaux des plus grand maitres appar- 


| tenans au Sieur Araignon Aperen, valet de 
chambre de la Reine fur la quai de la Megiſſe- 


rie, au coin de P Arche Marion. There I oblerve 
two large pictures of Titian, as deſcribed in 
the incloſed page of the catalogue, Ne 18, 
which I ſhould be glad to purchaſe, upon two 
conditions: the firſt is, that they be undoubt- 
ed originals of Titian, in good preſervation; 
and the other, that they come cheap. To a- 
ſcertain the firſt (but without diſparaging your 
kill) I wiſh you would get ſome undoubted 
connoiſſeurs to examine them care! Hy; and 
if, upon ſuch critical examination, they ſhould 
be unanimouſly allowed to be undiſputed ori- 
ginals of Titian, and well preſerved, then 
comes the ſecond point, the price: I will not 
go above two hundred pounds ſterling for the 


two together; but as much leſs as you can get 
| them for. 


I acknowledge that two hundred 
pounds ſeems to be a very ſmall ſum for two 


undoubted Titians of that ſize ; but, on the 
| other hand, as large Italian pictures are now _ 


out of faſhion at Paris, where faſhion decides 
216d 5 of 
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of every thing, and as theſe pictures are too 
large for common rooms, they may poſlibly 
come within the price above limited. I leave 
the whole of this tranſaction (the price excep- 
ted, which J will not exceed) to your conſum- 
mate ſkill and prudence, with proper advice 
joined to them. Should you happen to buy 
them for that price, carry them to your own 
lodgings; and get a frame made to the ſecond, 
which I obſerve has none, exactly the ſame 
with the other frame, and have the old one 
new gilt; and then get them carefully packed 
up, and ſent me by Rouen. 

| I hear much of your converſing with ls 
beaux eſprits at Paris: I am very glad of it; 
it gives a degree of reputation, eſpecially at 
Paris; and their converſation 1s generally in- 
ſtructive, though ſometimes affected. It mult 
be owned, that the polite converſation of the 
men and women of faſhion at Paris, though 
not always very deep, is much leſs futile and 
frivolous than ours here. It turns at leaſt up- 
on ſome ſubject, ſomething of taſte, ſome 
point of hiſtory, criticiſm, and even philoſo- 
phy; which, though probably not quite ſo 
ſolid as Mr Locke's, is however better, and 
more becoming rational beings, than our fri- 
volous diſſertations upon the weather, or up- 


on whiſt, Monſieur du Clos obſerves, and t 
thin 
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think very juſtly, qu jl yada preſent en France 
une fermentation univerſelle de la raiſon qui 


tend 2 fe developper : Whereas, I am ſorry to 
fay, that here that fermentation ſeems to have 
been over ſome years ago, the ſpirit evapora- 
ted, and only the dregs left. Moreover, les 
beaux eſprits at Paris are commonly well bred, 
which ours very frequently are not : with the 
former, your manners will be formed; with 
the latter, wit mult generally be compounded 
for at the expence of manners. Are you ac- 
quainted with Marivaux, who has certainly 
ſtudied and is well acquainted with the heart 
but who refines ſo much upon its plis et replis, 
and deſcribes them ſo affectedly, that he often 
is unintelligible to his readers, and ſometimes _ 
ſo, I dare fay, to himſelf? Do you know Cre- 
billon les fils? He is a fine painter, and a plea- 
ling writer; his characters are admirable, and . 
bis reflections juſt. Frequent theſe people; 
and be glad, but not proud, of frequenting 
them : never boaſt of it, as a proof of your o¹n 
merit; nor inſult, in a manner, other compa- 
nies, by telling them affectedly what you, 
Monteſquieu, and Fontenelle, were talking of 
the other day; as J have known many people 
do here, with regard to Pope and Swift, who 
had never been twice in company with either: 
not carry into other companies the tone of 
i TI thoſe 


does Marcel fay of you? Is he ſatisfied? Pray 
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thoſe meetings of beaux eſprits. Talk litera. 


ture, taſte, philoſophy, &c. with them, 2 K 
bonne heure ; but then, with the ſame eaſe, and 
more enjouement, talk pompons, moires, &c. 
with Madame de Blot, if ſhe requires it. Al. 
moſt every ſubject in the world has its proper 


time and place; in which no one is above or 
below diſcuſſion. The point is, to talk well 


upon the ſubject you talk upon; and the moſt 


trifling, frivolous ſubjects, will ſtill give a 
man of parts an opportunity of ſhowing them. 


L'uſage du grand monde can alone teach that. 


This was the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of 
Alcibiades, and a happy one it was, That he 
could occaſionally, and with ſo much eaſe, ad- 
opt the moſt different, and even the molt op- 
polite habits and manners, that each ſeemed 
natural to him. Prepare yourfelf for the great 
world, as the athlete uſed to do for their ex- 


_ erciſes; oil (if I may uſe that expreſſion) your 


mind, and your manners, to give them the 
neceſſary ſuppleneſs and flexibility; ſtrength 
alone will not do, as young * are too 1 


10 think. 


How do your exerciſes go on? Can you ma- 


nage a pretty vigorous ſauteur between the 


Pillars? Are you got into ſtirrups yet? Faites 
vous aſſaut aux armes? But, above all, what 


be 
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be more particular in your-accounts of your- 
ſelf; for, though I have frequent accounts of 
you from others, I deſire to > have your Own too. 


Adieu. 8 
; mY truly and tenderly. 


tb E * ＋T E . ccxx. 


Td May the 2d, 0. K 1955 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


WO accounts, which I have very lately 

received of you, from two good judges, 
have put me into great ſpirits; as they have 
given me reaſonable hopes, that you will ſoon 
acquire all that I believe you want; I mean, 
the air, the addreſs, the graces, and the man- 
ners, of a man of faſhion. As theſe two pic- 


tures of you are very unlike that which Pre- 


ceived and ſent you ſome months ago, L will 
name the two painters: the firſt is an old 

friend and acquaintance of mine, Monſieur 
D'Aillon. His picture is, I hope, like you; 


for it is a very good one: Monſieur Tollot's 
is {till a better; and fo advantageous a one, 
that I will not ſend you a copy of it, for fear 


of making- you too vain. So far I will tell 

jou, that there was only one but in either of 

their accounts; and it was this: I gave D'Ail- 
; 5 „„ 
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lon the queſtion, ordinary and extraordinary, 
upon the important article of Manners ; and 
extorted this from him: * Mais ſi vous voulez, 


il lui manque encore ce denier beau vernis qui 


releve les couleurs, et qui donne Peclat à K 
piece. Comptez qu'il Paura; il a trop d'eſprit 
' pour wen pas connoitre tout le prix; et je me 
trompe bien, ou plus d'une perſonne travaille 
2 le lui donner. Monſieur Tollot ſays, + 1 
ne lui manque abſolument pour Etre tout ce que 
vous ſouhaitez qu'il ſoit, que ces petits rient, 
ces graces de detail, cette aiſance aimabli, 
que Puſage du grand monde peut ſeul lui donner. 
A cet egard on maſſure qu'il eſt en de bonnes 
mains; je ne ſgais fi on ne veut pas dire par 
la dans des beaux bras. Without entering 
into a nice diſcuſſion of the laſt queſtion, 1 
__ congratulate you and myſelf upon your being 
ſo near that point which J ſo anxiouſly wiſh 
e you 

* But, ſince you will know it, he ſtill wants that laſt 
% beautiful varniſh, which raiſes the colours, and gives 
« brilliancy to the piece. Be perſuaded that he will acquire 
« jt; he has too much ſenſe not to know its value; and, 


« if I am not greatly miſtaken, more perſons than one are 
«© now endeavouring to give it him.“ 

+ In order to be exactly all that you wiſh him, he 1 
4 wants thoſe little nothings, thoſe graces in detail, and 
«& that amiable eaſe, which can only be acquired by uſage 
of the great world. I am aſſured that he is, in that re- 


*r ſpect, in good hands; I do not know whether that docs 
46 not rather imply, in fine arms.“ 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 20x 


you may arrive at. I am ſure, that all your 
attention and endeavours will be exerted; and, 
if exerted, they will ſucceed. Mr Tollot ſays, 


taking any thing corroſive to make you lean, 
things that would make you fat. Drink no 


| chocolate; take your coffee without cream. 
* You cannot poſſibly avoid ſuppers at Paris, 


'; WH unleſs you avoid company too, which I would 
0, by no means have you do; but eat as little at 
r, ſupper as you can, and make even an allow- 
65 ance for that little at your dinners. Take, 


r occaſionally, a double doſe of riding and fen- 


" Wl cing; and now that the ſummer is come, 


belides, it is ungraceful for a young fellow. 


that I charged 'Tollot to attend particularly to 
your utterance and diction; two points of the 


ne Je nonce pas mal, mais il ſeroit 2 ſouhaiter 


% His enunciation is not bad, but it is to be wiſhed 


that you are inclined to be fat: but I hope you 
will decline it as much as you can; not by 


but by taking as little as you can of thoſe. 


ir 
57 
1 
1 
39 
1 2 
. 1 d 
"_ >} 
* 7 


walk a good deal in the Tuilleries: it is a real 
inconveniency to any body to be fat; and, 


Apropos, 1 had like to have forgot to tell you, 


utmoſt importance. To the firſt he ſays, * 


ie fit encore mieux; et il Sexprime avec 


Plus 


* that it were (till better; and he expreſles himſelf with. 
| | a N more 
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Plus de feu que d ẽlegance. I uſage de la bonne 


compagnie mettra auf ordre 2 tout cela. 


_ Theſe, I allow, are all little things ſeparately; 


but, aggregately, they make a moſt important 
and great article in the account of. a gentle. 


man. In the Houſe of Commons you can 


never make a figure, without elegancy of ſtyle, 


and gracefulneſs of utterance; and you can 


never fucceed as a Courtier at your own 
Court, or as a Miniſter at any other, without 
thoſe innumerable petits riens dans les na- 


nieres et dans les attentions. Mr York is by 


this time at Paris. Make your court to him: 


but not fo as to diſguſt, in the leaſt, Lord 
Albemarle; who may poſſibly diſlike your 


conſidering Mr Yorke as the man of buſineſs, 
and him as only pour orner la ſcene. What. 


ever your opinion may be upon that point, 


take care not to let it appear; but be wel 
with them both, by ſhowing : no public br. 
ference to either. 

Though I muſt neceſſarily fall into repeti- 
tions, by treating the ſame ſubject ſo often, | 


cannot help recommending to you again the 


utmoſt attention to your air and addreſs. Ap- 


ply yourſelf now to Marcel's lectures, as dili- 


ry as you did Lars to Profeſſor Mal- 


cow 91 


3 more fire * elegancy. Uſage of good __— wil 


40 inſtruct him likewiſe 1 in that.“ 


— Le — ©» 
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cow's; defire him to teach you every genteel 
attitude that the human body can be put 
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| h k 
into; let him make you go in and out of his jk 
room frequently, and preſent yourſelf to him, | 

| 235 if he were by turns different perſons; ſuch { 


as 2 miniſter, a lady, a ſuperior, an equal, an 
inferior, Sc. Learn to fit genteely in different 
companies; to loll genteely, and with good 
in WW manners, in thoſe companies where you are 
authoriſed to be free; and to fit up reſpect- 
fully where the ſame freedom is not allowable. 
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by Learn even to compoſe: your countenance oc- 
m: caſionally to the reſpectful, the cheerful, and 
ord MW the infinuating. Take particular care that the 
out notions of your hands and arms be eaſy and 
fs, WM graceful ; for the genteelneſs of a man conſiſts 
nate more in them than in any thing elſe, eſpeci- 
int, ally in his dancing. Deſire ſome women to 
well ell you of any little awkwardneſs that they 
pre- obſerve in your carriage: they are the beſt 
WW judges of thoſe things; and if they are ſatis- 
peti- fed, the men will be fo too. Think, now, 
en; only of the decorations. Are you acquainted 
the  vith Madame Geoffrain, who has a great deal 
Ap-Nof wit; and who, I am informed, receives 


dili- only the very beſt company in her houſe ? Do 
Maſ- ¶ jou know Madame du Pin, who, I remember, 
ow's; bad beauty, and I hear has wit and reading? _ | 
* vil + could with you to » converſe ſe only with thoſe 

| who, 
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who, either from their rank, their merit, or 
their beauty, require conſtant attention; for 
a young man can never improve in company, 
Where he thinks he may neglect himſelf. A 
new bow muſt be conſtantly kept bent; when 
1t grows older, and has taken the right turn, 
it may now and then be relaxed. 

I have this moment paid your draught of 
4 89. 15 f. It was ſigned in a very good hand; 
which proves, that a good hand may be written 
without the aſſiſtance of magic. Nothing 
provokes me more, than to hear people in- 
dolently ſay, that they cannot do, what is 


in every body” s power to do, if it be but | in 
their will. Adieu. 


1 K N 


London, May the 6th, O. 8. 1751. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 

I E beſt authors are always the ſevereſt 
critics of their own works; they reviſe, 
5 correct, file, and poliſh them, till they think 

they have brought them to perſeQtion. Con- 
ſidering you as my work, I do not look 
upon myſelf as a bad author, and am thete- 
fore a ſevere critic. I examine narrowly into 
the leaſt inaccuracy or inelegancy, in- order 
es FE 00 
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3 


to correct, not to expoſe them, and that the 


work may be perfect at laſt. You are, I know, 
exceedingly, improved in your air, addreſs, 
and manners, fince you have been at Paris: 
but ſtill there is, I believe, room for farther 
improvement, before you come to that per- 
{eaion which I have ſet my heart upon ſeeing 
you arrive at; and till that moment, I mutt 
continue filing and poliſhing. In a letter 
that I received. by laſt poſt, ſrom a friend of 
yours at Paris, there was this paragraph: 

Sans flatterie, Pay Phonneur de vous afſurer 


que Moufieur Stanhope reufſit ici au de la de 


ce q9n attendroit d'une perſonne de ſon age: 
il voit tres bonne compagnie, et ce petit ton 
on regardeit d abord comme un peu de- 
cide et un peu bruſque, weft rien moins que 
cela, parcegu i t Peffet de la franchiſe, ac- 
rompagnee de la politeſſe et de la deference. 1! 
retudie à plaire, et il reuffu t. Madame de 

Vol. III. 8 Puifieux 


56.1 heave the honour to  iffure you, without flattery, that 
„ lr Stanhope ſucceeds, beyond what might be expected 


© from a perton of his age. He goes into very good com- 


pay; and that Kindof manner, which was at firſt thought 
„to be too deciſive and peremptory, is now judged other- 
vile ʒ beeauſe it is acknowledged to be the effect of an in- 
ger udus frankneſs, accompanied by politeneſs, and by a 
proper deference, He ſtudics. to pleaſe, and ſucceeds. 
Madame de Puiſicas was the other day ſpeaking of him 
| | | 5 Vith 
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Puiſieux en parloit Pautre jour avec complai. 
fance et interet : vous en ſerez content 2 tou; 
egards. This is extremely well, and I re. 
Joice at it: one little circumſtance only may, 
and I hope will, be altered for the better. 
Take pains to undeceive thoſe who thought 
that petit ton un peu decide et un peu bruſque; 
as it is not meant ſo, let it not appear fo, 
Compoſe your countenance to an air of gentle. 
neſs and douceur: uſe ſome expreſſions of dif. 
ſidence of your own opinion, and deference 


to other people” s; ſuch as, * $i nt permit 
de le dire je crvirois— ne ſeroit. ce pas plutit 
comme cela] Au meins j'ai tout lieu de me de- 


fer de moi meme. Such mitigating, engaging 


words do by no means weaken your argument; 
but, on the contrary, make it more powerful, 
by making it more pleaſing. If it is a quick 


and haſty manner of ſpeaking that people 
miſtake pour d-cide et bruſgue, prevent their 


miſtakes for the future, by ſpeaking more de- 


liberately, and taking a ſofter tone of voice: 


as in this caſe you are frce from the guilt, be 
free from the. ſuſpicion too. Mankind, as I 


have often told you, is more governed by ap- 
pear- 
7 with complacency and friendiiip, You will be ſatisfied 


e with him in all reſpects.“ 
If I might be permitted to 7 mould think—Ts it 


not rather 05 At leaſt 1 have the greateſt reaſon t0 be diff 


dent of my ſelf. 


ei 


ce: 


ap“ 
+ \ ha 
i«fhed 


Is it 


dick 
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pe earances, than by realities: : and, with regard 


to opinion, one had better be really rough and 
hard, with the appearance of gentleneſs and 
ſoltneſs, than juſt the reverſe. Few people 
have penetration enough to diſcover, atten- 


tion enough to obſerve, or even concern 


enough to examine, beyond the exterior; 
they take their notions from the ſurface, and 
go no deeper; they commend, as the gentleſt 
and beſt-natured man in the world, that man 
who has the moſt engaging exterior manner, 


though poſſibly they have been but once in 
bis company. An air, a tone of voice, a com- 


poſure of countenance to mildneſs and ſoft- 
nels, which are all eaſily acquired, do the bu- 


ſinefs; and without farther examination, and | 


poſübly with the contrary qualities, that man 
is reckoned the gentleſt, the modeſteſt, and 
the beſt · natured man alive. Happy the man, 


who, with a certain fund of parts and know- 


leage, gets acquainted with the world early 
enough to make it his bubble, at an age 
when moſt people are the bubbles of the world! 
tor that is the common caſe of youth. They 
grow wiſer, when it is too late; and, aſnamed 


und vexed at having been bubbles ſo long, 
too oſten turn knaves at laſt. Do not there- 
lore truſt to appearances and outſide yourſelf, 


but pay other people with them; | becauſe you 
* ©, NE: 
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may be ſure that nine in ten of mankind do, 
and ever will, truſt to them. This is by no 
means a criminal or blameable ſimulation, if 
not uſed with an ill intention. I am by no 
means blameable in deſiring to have other 
people's good word, good will, and affection, 
if I do not mean to abuſe them. . Your heart, 
i know, is good, your ſenſe is ſound, and your 
knowledge extenſive. What then remains 
for you to do? Nothing, but to adorn thoſe 
fundamental qualifications, with ſuch enga- 
ging and captivating manners, ſoftneſs, and 
gentloneſs, as will endear you to thoſe who 
are able to judge of your real merit, and which 
always ſtand in the ſtead of merit with thoſe 
| who are not. Ido not mean by this to recom- 
mend to you le fade doucereux, the infipid 
ſoftneſs of a gentle fool: no; affert your own 
opinion; oppoſe other people's, when wrong; 
but let your manner, your air, your terms, 
and your tone of voice, be ſoft and gentle, 
and that eaſily and naturally, not affectediy. 
_ Uſe palliatives when you contradiCt; ſuch as, 
1 may be miſtaken, I am not ſure, but I believe, 
1 ſhauld rather think, &c. Finiſh any argu- 
ment or diſpute with ſome little good-hu- 
moured pleaſantry, to ſhow that you are nei- 
ther hurt yourſelf, nor meant to hurt your an- 
8 win for an argument, kept up a good 
While, 
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while, often occaſions a temporary alienation _ 
on each ſide. Pray obſerve particularly, in 


thoſe French people who are diſtinguiſhed by 
that character, cette douceur de meurs et de 
manieres, which they talk of ſo much, and 
value ſo juſtly : ſee in what it conſiſts; in 
mere trifles, and moſt eaſy to be acquired, 


where the heart is really good. Imitate, copy 
it, till it becomes habitual and eaſy to you. 


Without a compliment to you, I take it to be 
the only thing you now want: nothing will 
ſooner give it you than a real paſſion, or at 
leaſt un got wif, for ſome woman of fathion z 


and, as I ſuppoſe that you have either the one 
or the other by this time, you are conſequent- 


ly in the beſt ſchool. Beſides this, if you 
were to ſay to Lady Hervey, Madame Mon- 
conſeil, or ſuch others as you look upon to be 


your friends, * On dit que j'ai un certain petit 


tin trop decide et trop bruſque, Pintention 
pourtant n'y eft pas; corrigez moi, je vous 


en jupplie, et chatiez moi meme publiquement 


quand vous me trouverez ſur le fait. Ne me 
paſſez rien, pouſſez votre N e La 

It is ſaid thiat 1 have a kind of manner which is ker 
too deciſive and too peremptory; it is not however my in- 


tenrion that it ſhould be ſo; I intreat you to correct, and 
even publicly to puniſh me, whenever I am guilty. Do not 


tet me with the lcalt indulgence, but eriticiſe to the utmoſt, 
80. 
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So clear-ſighted a judge as you has a right to be ſevere; and: 
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* 
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Lurſay ? does ſhe ſometimes knot, and are you her Mell 
cour? They ſay the has ſoftneſs, fenſe, and engaging man- 
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Ces; un juge auf eclaire eſt en droit d'ẽtre ſe. 
vere, et je vous Premets que le coupable tdchera 
de ſe corriger. 

Veſterday I had two of your acquaintances 
to dine with me; Baron B. and his compa. 
nion Monſieur 8. I cannot ſay of the former, 
qu'il eft paitri de graces; and I would rather 


_ adviſe him to go and ſettle quietly at home, 


than to think of improving himſelf by farther 
travels: Ce n'cfi bas le bois dont on en fait. 
His companion is much better, though he has 
a ſtrong tocco di tedeſco. They both ſpoke 


well of you, and ſo far I liked them both. 


* Comment vont vos affaires avec Paimable pe- 


tit Blot? Se préte telle A vos fleurettes? etes 


vous cenſe Etre ſur les rangs* Madame du 
-, eſt-elle votre Madame de Lurſay, et fait. 


elle quelquefois des neues? Sericz vous ſon 
 Meilcour ? Elle a, dit on, de la douceur, de 
 Peſprit, des manieres ; ily a a apprendre dans 


un 


I promiſe you that the criminal will endeayour to cores 
himſelf. 


* How go you on with the amiable little Blot ? Does ſhe 


liſten to your flattering tale ? Are you numbered among the 
liſt of her admirers? Is Madame du - 


your Madame de 


ners; in ſuch an apprenticeſhip much may be learned. 
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un tel apprentiſſage . A woman like her, who 
has always pleaſed, and often been pleaſed, can 
beſt teach the art of pleaſing ; that art, with- 
out which ogni fatica e vana, Marcel's lec- 


tures are no ſmall part of that art; they are 


the engaging forerunner of all other accom- 
pliſhments. Drels is alſo an article not to be 


neglected, and I hope you do not neglect 1 it 3. 


it helps in the premier abord, which is often 
deciſive. By dreſs, I mean your clothes be- 


ing well made, fitting you, in the faſhion and 
not above it; your hair well done, and a ge- 


neral cleanlineſs and ſpruceneſs in your per- 
ſon. I hope you take infinite care of your 
teeth; the conſequences of neglecting the 
hk are ſerious, not only to one's- ſelf, but 


to others. In ſhort, my dear-child, neglect 


nothing; alittle more will complete the whole. 


Adieu? I have not heard from you theſe three 


weeks, which I think a great while. 


LET- 


* This whole paſſage, and ſeveral others, allude to Cre- 
bi/>n's Egaremens du Cœur el de PEſprit; a ſentimental _ 


novel written about that time, and then much in vogue at 
Paris, | 
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LETTER CCXXI.L 
London, May the roth, O, 8. 1757, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

REceiveD yeſterday, at the 1000 time 
your letters of the 4% and the 11, N. 8. 
ud being much more careful of my commul- 
ſions than you are of yours, I do not delay one 
moment ſending you my final inſtruQtions 
concerning the pictures. The man, you al. 
low to be a Titian, and in good preſervation; Ml ! 
the Woman is an indifferent and a damaged 
picture: but, as I want them for furniture fo: Mt 

a particular room, companions are neceſſary; 
and therefore I am willing to take the Wo- a 
man, for better for worſe, upon account of ( 
the Man; and if the is not too much damaged, ll * 
I can have her tolerably repaired, as many a MW" 
fine woman is, by a ſkilful hand here: but . 
then I expect the Lady ſhould be, in a man- 
ner, thrown into the bargain with the Man; WW": 
and, in this ſtate of affairs, the Woman being f. 
worth little or nothing, I will not go above C 
fourſcore Louis for the two together. As for T 
the Rembrandt you mention, though it is very l 
cheap, if good; I do not care for it. I love a WW" 
belle nature; Rembrandt paints caricaturas. lo 
| Now for your own 2 commiſhons, which yau 0 
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ſeem to have forgotten. You mention no- 
thing of the patterns which you have received 
by Monfieur Tollot, though I told you in a 
. letter, which you muſt have had before 


| received the patterns pitched upon by your 


. ladies; for as to the inſtructions which you 
e ſent me in Madame Monconſeil's hand, I 
8 could find no mohairs * in London, that ex- 


|. ally anſwered that deſcription : I ſhall there- 


; bee wait till you ſend me (which you may ea- 


A fily do in a letter) the patterns choſen I your 
or Wl tice Graces. 


to that family which has been particularly ci- 


amiliatize yourſelf with, and learn the inte- 


Profit by that diſtinction, and familiarize your- 


los no time in learning them. Go and ſtay 
ometimes at Verſailles, for three or four days; 


where 
# B mobairs we 3 his Lordſhip means tabbics. 


the date of your laſt, that I ſhould ſtay till I 


g I would, by all means, have you go now 
_ and then, for two or three days, to Marechal 
of Coigny's, at Orli; it is but a proper civility 


vilto you; and moreover, I would have you 


nor and domeſtic manners of, people of that 
rank and faſhion, I alſs defire that you will 
requent Verſailles and St Cloud, at both which 
Courts you have been received with diſtinction. 


d 


kif at both. Great Courts are the ſeats of 
true good- breeding; you are to live at Courts, 
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where you will be domeſtic i in the beſt fami- 
lies, by means of your friend Madame de Pui. 


ſieux; and mine, L' Abbé de la Ville. Goto 


the King's and the Dauphin's levees, and di. 
ſtinguiſh yourſelf from the reſt of your coun. 
trymen, who, I dare jay, never go there when 
chey can help it. Though the young French. 
men of faſhion may not be worth forming in- 
timate connections with, they are well worth 
making acquaintance of; aud I do not ſee hoy 


you can avoid it, frequenting ſo many good 
French houſes as you do, where, to be ſure, 
many of them come. Be cautious how you 
contract friendſhips; but be deſirous, and eyen 
' induſtrious, to obtain an univerſal acquain- 
tance.. Be eaſy, and even forward, in making 


new acquaintances; that is the only yay of 


knowing manners and characters i in general, 


which is at preſent your great object. Lou 


are enfant de famille in three Miniſters houſes: 


but I wiſh you had a footing, at leaſt, in thir- 
teen ; and that, I ſhould think, you might ka- 


ſily bing about, by that common chain, which 


to a certain degree connects thoſe you do not 
wich thoſe you do know. For inſtance, I ſup- 
poſe that neither Lord Albemarle, nor Mar- 


quis de St Germain, would make the leaſt 
difficulty to preſent you to Comte Caunitz, 


the Nuncio, &c. I faut tre rompu au monde; 
; which 
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which can only be done by an extbiifire, va- 
rious, and almoſt univerſal acquaintance. 
When you have got your emaciated Philo- 
math, I deſire that his triangles, rhomboids, 
c. may not keep you one moment out of the 
rood company you would otherwiſe be in. : 
Swallow all your learning i in the morning, but 


"" digeſt it in company in the evenings. e 
th reading of ten new characters is more your 
* buſineſs now, than the reading of twenty old 
od books; ſhowiſh and ſhining people always get 
"© Wl the better of all others, though ever fo ſolid. 
of you would be a great man in the world 
zen i when you are old, ſhine and be ſhowiſh in it 
an Wl vhile you are“ young : know every body, ard 
10 Wl endeavour to pleaſe every body; 1 mean ex- 
ren, for fundementally it is impoſſible. 
1, Try to engage the heart of every woman, and 
Lou the affe ections of almoſt every man, you Meet 
les: with. Madame Monconſeil aſſures me, that 
thir- you are molt ſurpriſingly improved in your 
ten ar, manners, and addreſs. Go on, my dear 
hich child, and never think that you are come to 
2 not ſufficient degree of per:eCtion ; nil actum 
top reputans, fi quid ſupereſſet agendum; and in 
Mar. thoſe mining parts of the character of a gentle- 

| leal man, there is always ſomething remaining to 
wi be acquired. Modes and manners vary in 
onde; 


| ferent Places, and at different times; 
hich "ou 
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them. 
knowledge of characters, the brillant du 
galant homme, is all that you now want 


— ———— —— 5 
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you muſt keep pace with them, Kknoy 


them, and adopt them, wherever you find 
The great uſage of the world, the 


Study Marcel and the beau monde with great 


application; but read Homer and Horace, 


only when you have nothing elſe to do. Pray 
who is la belle Madame de Caſe, whom ] knoy 
you frequent? I like the epithet given her 
very well; if ſhe deſerves. it, the deſerves your 
attention too. A man of faſhion ſhould be 


gallant to a fine woman, though he does not 
make love to her, or may be otherwiſe enga- 
ged. On lui doit des politeſſes, on fait Vel 


de ſes charmes, et il n'en eſt ni plus ni moin 


pour cela: it pleaſes, it flatters; you get 


their good word, and you loſe nothing by it 


Theſe gentilzfes ſhould be accompanied, as 


indced every thing elſe ſhould, with n air 
un ton de douceur et de paliteſſe. Les graces 


muſt be of the party, or it will never do; 
and they are fo eafily had, that it is aſtoniſh- 


ing to me every body has them not; they ate 
ſooner gained than any woman of common re- 


putation and decency. Purſue them but with 


care and attention, and you are ſure to enjoy 


them at laſt: without them, I am ſure, yo! 
: 2 ne ver enjoy any body elle. You obſerve 


truly 
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truly, that Mr * js gauche: it is to be 


v 
nd hoped that will mend with keeping company; 
he and is yet pardonable in him, as juſt come 


from ſchool. But reflect what you would 
think of a man, who had been any time in the 
world, and yet ſhould be fo awkward. For 
God's ſake therefore, now, think of nothing 


ray but ſhining, and even diſtinguiſhing yourſelf 
ow in the moſt polite Courts, by your air, your 
her addreſs, your manners, your politeneſs, your 


druceur, your graces. With thoſe advantages 
(and not without them) take my word for it, 


not you will get the better of all rivals, in buſineſs 
ng. as well as in ruelles. Adieu! Send me your 
loge patterns by the next poſt, and alſo your inſtruc- 


nin tions to Grevenkop about the ſeal, which you 
get ſeem to have forgotten. | 5 8 | 
yet. | 


—_— . dt 


— : 
— 


Ern 


| 8 London, May the ꝛ6th, O. 8. 151. 
Won 8 
ey ate N about three months, from this day, we 
on te. I {hall probably meet. I look upon that 

t wit Moment, as a young woman does upon her 
enjoſ bridal night; I expect the greateſt pleaſure, 

„ vou ind yet cannot help fearing ſome little mix- 
bſetwe ure of pain. My reafon bids me doubt a 
truly; Vo“. III. 1 — * 
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little of what my imagination makes me ex. 


pect. In ſome articles, I am very ſure that 


my molt ſanguine wiſhes will not be diſap · 
pointed; and thoſe are the moſt material ones. 


In others, I fear ſomething or other, which 


I can better feel than deſcribe. However, ! 
will attempt it. I fear the want of that ami. 
able and engaging qe ne ſgais quoi, which, as 


ſome philoſophers have, unintelligibly enough, 


ſaid of the ſoul, is all in all, and all in every 
part; it ſhould ſhed its influence over every 


word and action. I fear the want of that air, 


and firſt abora, which ſuddenly lays hold of 


the heart, one does not know diſtinctly how 


nor why. I fear an innacuracy, or at leaſt 


inelegancy, of diction, which will wrong, and 
lower, the beſt and juſteſt matter. And, 


laſtly, I fear an ungraceful, if not an unplea 


| fant utterance, which would diſgrace and vi- 


lify the whole. Should theſe fears be at pre- 
ſent founded, yet the objects of them ate 
(thank God) of fuch a nature, that you may, 


if you pleaſe, between this and our meeting, 
remove every one of them. All theſe enga- 
ging and endearing accompliſhments are me- 


chanical, and to be acquired by care and ob- 


| ſervation, as eaſily as turning or any mecha- 
nical trade. A common country fellow, taken 


from the plough, and inliſted 1 in an old corps, 
4001 
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ſoon lays aſide his ſhambling gait, his flouch- 
ing air, his clumſy and awkward motions; 
and acquires the martial air, the regular mo- 
tions, and the whole exerciſe of the corps, 
and 1 of his right and left hand 
man. How ſo? Not from his parts, which 
were juſt the ſame before as after he was en- 
liſted ; but either from a commendable ambi- 
tion of being like and equal to thoſe he is to 
live with, or elſe from the fear of being pu- 
niſhed for not being ſo. If then both or either 
of theſe motives change ſuch a fellow, in 
about ſix months time, to ſuch a degree as 
that he is not to be known again, how much 
ſtronger ſhould both theſe motives be with 
you, to acquire, in the utmoſt perfection, the 
whole exerciſe of the people of faſhion, with 
whom you are to live all your life? Ambition 
ſhould make you rcſolve to be at leaſt their 
equal in that exerciſe, as well as the fear of 
puniſhment, which moſt inevitably will at- 
tend the want of it. By that exerciſe, I mean © 
the air, the manners, the graces, and the 
llyle cf people of faſhion. A friend of yours, 
in a letter I received from him by the laſt 
poſt, aſter ſome other commendations of you, 
lays, * 1 off etonnant, que penſant avec tant 
Fa, of 5 2 
2» It is ſurpriſing, that, thinking with 1 folidity 25 
1 8 an Foe 
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little of what my imagination makes me ex- 
pet. In ſome articles, I am very ſure that 
my molt ſanguine wiſhes will not be. diſap- 
pointed; and thoſe are the moſt material ones. 
In others, I fear ſomething or other, which 
I can better feel than deſcribe. However, ! 
will attempt it. I fear the want of that ami- 
able and engaging ze ne ſgais quoi, which, as 
ſome philoſophers have, unintelligibly enough, 
ſaid of the ſoul, is all in all, and all in every 
part; it ſhould ſhed its influence over every 
word and action. I fear the want of that air, 
and firſt abord, which ſuddenly lays hold of 
the heart, one does not know diſtinctly how 
nor why. I fear an innacuracy, or at leaſt 
inelegancy, of diction, which will wrong, and 
lower, the beſt and juſteſt matter. And, 
laſtly, I fear an ungraceful, if not an unplea- 
{ant utterance, which would difgrace and vi- 
lify the whole. Should theſe fears be at pre- 
ſent founded, yet the objects of them are 
(thank God) of ſuch a nature, that you may, 
if you pleaſe, between this and our meeting, 
remove every one of them. All theſe enga- 
ging and endearing accompliſhments are me- 
_ chanical, and to be acquired by care and ob- 
ſervation, as eaſily as turning or any mecha- 
nical trade. A common country fellow, taken 
from the plough, and inliſted in an old corps, 
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bon ay aſide his ſhambling gait, his flouch- h 


ing air, his clumſy and awkward motions; 
and acquires the martial air, the regular mo- 
tions, and the whole exerciſe of the corps, 
and gy monary of his right and left hand 
man. How fo? Not from his parts, which 


were juſt the ſame before as after he was en- 


liſted ; but either from a commendable ambi- 


tion of being like and equal to thoſe he is to 
live with, or elſe from the fear of being pu- 
niſhed for not being ſo. If then both or either 
of theſe motives change ſuch a fellow, in 


about ſix months time, to fuch a degree as 


that he is not to be known again, how much 
ſtronger ſhould both theſe motives be with 
you, to acquire, in the utmoſt perfection, the 


whole exerciſe of the people of faſhion, with 


whom you are to live all your life? Ambition 


ſhould make you reſolve to be at leaſt their 
cquel in that exerciſe, as well as the fear of 
puniſhment, which moſt inevitably will at- 
tend the want of it. By that exerciſe, I mean 
the air, the manners, the graces, and the 


ſyle of people of faſhion. A friend of yours, 
in a letter 1 received from him by the laſt 
poſt, aſter ſome other commendations of you, 


lays, * te jt etonnant, que penſant avec tant 


T4: de 


It eis ſurpriſing, that, thinking with fo much ſolidity as 


he 
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de ſolidite qu'il fait, et aiant le gout auſſi fur 
et auſh delicat qu'il Pa, il Sexprime avec { 
peu d'elegance et de delicateſſe. Il neglige 
meme totalement le choix des mots et la tour- 
nure des phraſes, This I ſhould not be ſo 
much ſurpriſed or concerned at, if it related 
_ only to the Engliſh language; which, hitherto, 
you have no opportunity of ſtudying, and but 


few of ſpeaking, at leaſt to thoſe who could 


correct your inaccuracies. But if you do not 
expreſs yourſelf elegantly and delicately in 
French and German (both which languages I 
know you poſleſs perfectly, and ſpeak eter- 
nally) it can be only from an unpardonable 
inattention to what you moſt erroneoully 
think a little object, though in truth it is 
one of the moſt important of your life. Soli— 


dity and delicacy of thought muſt be given us; 


it cannot be acquired, though it may be im- 
proved; but elegancy and delicacy of expret- 
ſion may be acquired by whoever will take the 
neceſſary care and pains. I am ſure you love 
me ſo well, that you would be very ſorry, 


when we meet, that I ſhould be either diſap - 


pointed or mortiſied; and J love you fo well, 
ak | aſſure #you; I ſhould be * if I ſhould 
find 


he PER and having fo true and refined a taſte, he ſhould 
expreſs himſelf with fo little elegancy and delicacy. He 


even totally neglects the choice of words and turn of phraſes 
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find you want any of thoſe exterior accom- 
pliſhments which are the indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ary ſteps to that figure, and fortune, which 
I fo eue wiſh you may one day make. in 
the world. | 
[ hope you do not nextel 9 your exerciſes of 
riding, fencing, and dancing, but particularly | 
the latter; for they all concur to degourdiry 
and to give a certain air. To ride well, is not 
only a proper and graceful accompliſhment 
for a gentleman, but may alſo ſave you many 
a fall hereafter; to fence well, may poſſibly 
{ve your life; and to dance well, is abſolutely 
neceflary, in order to fir, ſtand, and walk, 
well. To tell you the truth, my friend, 1 


bare ſome little ſuſpicion, that you now and 
0 then neglect or omit your exerciſes, for more 
ſerious ſtudies. But now nen eſt his locus : 
- Wl cicry thing has its time; and this is yours for 
I your exerciſes; for when you return to Paris, 


e | only propoſe your continuing your dancing; 
iQ which you ſhall two years longer, if you hap- 


1, ben to be where there is a good dancing-ma- 

p- ter. Here, I will ſee you take ſome leſſons 
1, With your old maſter Deſnoyers, who is our 
14 Marcel. 

ad What ſays Maleme du Pin to you? 1 am 


teld ihe is very handſome ſtill; I know ſhe was 
lo lome ſew years ago. She has good parts, 
| g . 3 read. . 


zuld 
He 
ſes, 
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reading, manners, and delicacy ; ſuch an ar. 
rangement would be both creditable and ad. 
| rantageous to you. She will expect to meet 
5 with all the good - breeding and delicacy that 
| the brings; and as ſhe is paſt the glare and 
-clat of youth, may be the more willing to 
liſten to your ſtory, if you tell it well. For 


1 an attachment, I ſhould prefer her to Ja pe. 
; tite Blot; and, for a mere gallantry, I ſhould 
| prefer la petite Blot to her; ſo that they are 


conſiſtent, et Pune n'empëchèé pas Pautre. 
Adieu? Remember la douceur et les graces. 


—_— 


„ TT £4. EINE. 
8 London, May the 23d, O. S. 1751, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
T Have this moment received your letter of 
the 25, N. 8. and, being rather ſome- 
what more attentive to my commiſſions than 
you are to yours, return you this immediate 
anſwer to the queſtion you aſk me about the 
two pictures: I will not give one livre more 
than what I told you in my laſt; having no n 
ſort of occaſion for them, and not knowing 4 
very well where to put them if I had them. 
Il wait with impatience for your final ordeg 55 
about the mohairs ; the mercer perſecutingi w. 
— 
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me every day for three pieces which I thought 
pretty, and which I have kept by me even- 
tually, to ſecure them, in caſe your ladies 


ſhould pitch upon them. 


What do you mean by your Si 7 o ol ? 
Qu eſt ce qui vous empeche d'oſer? On oſe 
toujours quand il y a eſperance de ſucces ; et 


on ne perd rien a oſer, quand meme ill n'y 


en a pas. Un honnete homme ſcait oſer; et 
quand il faut ofer, il ouvre la tranchee par 


des travaux, des ſoins, et des attentions; s'i!l 


nen eſt pas deloge d' abord il avance toujours © 


Pattaque de la place meme. Aprés de cer- 
taines approches le ſucces eſt infaillible, et il 
n'y a que les nigauds qui en doutent, ou qui 


ne le tentent point. Seroit-ce le caraQtere re- 
ſpectable de Madame de la Valiere, qui vous 


empeche Moſer, ou feroit-ce la vertu farouche 


de Madame du Fin qui vc us retient? La ſa- 
geſſe 


F 1 I 43 ” What ſhould hinder you from daring ? One 
always dares, if there are hopes of ſucceſs; and if even tbere 
are none, one is no loſer by daring. A man of faſhion knows 


how, and when, to dare. He begins his approaches by di- 
din attacks, hy aſſiduities, and by «ientions. If he is not 
immediately and totally repulſed, he continues to advance. 
Aſter certain ſteps, ſucceſs is infallible; and none but very 


lilly fellows can then either doubt, or not attempt it. Is it 
te reſpectable character of Madame de Ja Valicre, which 
prevents your daring; or are you intimidated at the ferce 
zutue of Madame cu Pin ? Docs the nvincibc modeſty of 
| _ the be: 
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geſſe invincible de la belle Madame Caſe vous 


al 

decourage-t-elle plus que ſa beaute ne vous fo 
invite? Mais fi donc. Solez convaincu que de 
la ſemme la plus ſage ſe trouve flattee, bien re 
loin d'ètre offenſee par une declaration d'amour, ſe1 
faite avec politeſſe, et agrement. Il ſe peut ti 
bien qu'elle ne 8'y pretera point, c'eſt à dire oc 
ſi elle a un gout ou une paſſion pour quelque vo 
autre; mais en tout cas elle ne vous en ſcaura ſer 
pas mauvais gre; de ragon. qu'il n'eſt pas me 
queſtion d'oſer des qu'il n'y a pas de danger. for 
Mais ſi elle s'y prete, ſi elle ecoute, et qu'elle die 
vous permet de redoubler votre declaration, rie 
comptez qu'elle ſe moquera bien de vous fi 
vous n'oſez pas tout le reſte. Je vous con- pre 
ſeille de debuter plutot par Madame du Pin, II ben 
qui a encore de la beauté plus qu'il n'en faut Ml ni 
pour un jeune diôle comme vous; elle a 
the handſome Madame Caſe diſcourage, more than her beauty Wl; i 
invites, you? Fie, for ſhame! Be convinced, that the moit Menne 
virtuous woman, far from being offended at a declaration of not x 
love, is flattered by it, if it is made in a polite and agreeable Wins! 
manner. It is poſlible that ſhe may not be propitious to Hon 
your vows; that is to ſay, if the has a liking or a paſſion for {ſul f 
another perſon, But, at all events, ſhe will not be diſpleaſed et t! 
with you for it ; ſo that, as there is no danger, this cannot Natur, 
even be called daring. But if ſhe attends, if ſhe liſtens, avd Wi t. 
allows you to repeat your declaration, be perſuaded that rent. 
if you do not dare all the reſt, ſhe will laugh at you. ad- WM 1: 
viſe you to begin rather by Madame du Pin, who has ſtill Nox 
more than beauty enough for ſuch a youngſter as you. She puch 


has, 
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auſſi du monde, de Feſprit, de la delicateſſe; 


ſon age ne lui laiſſe pas abſolument le choix 


de ſes amans, et je vous reponds qu'elle ne 
rejetteroit pas les offres de vos tres humbles 
ſervices. Diſtinguez la donc par vos atten- 
tions, et des regards tendres; et prenez les 


ſent les ſeuls motifs de vos egards pour elle, 
ſont les veritables ſources 3 que vous ſouffriez 


iriez encore plus en les lui cachant. 

Je ſens bien qu'en lui diſant cela pour la 
premiere fois vous aurez l'air aſſez ſot, et aſſe 2 
penaud, et que vous le direz fort mal. Tant 
mieux; elle attribuera votre deſordre à Vex- 

ces 


das, beſides, knowledge of the world, ſenſe, and delicacy, 
ty Wh lie is not fo extremely young, the choice of her lovers 
xt canuot be entirely at her option. I promiſe you, ſhe will 
ot WH" refuſe the tender of your moſt humble ſervices, Di- 


dle WW nguiſh ber then by attentions, and by tender looks. Take 
to WWſiiourable opportunities of whiſpering, that you wiſh eſteem _ 


for gad friendſhip were the only motives of your regard for her; 
lt that it derives from ſentiments of a much more tender 
ature: that you made not this declaration without pain; 


ment. 


to 


occaſions favorables de lui dire a Poreille, Que 
vous voudriez bien que Pamitie et Veſtime fuſ- 


mais que des ſentimens bien plus tendres en 


bien en les lui declarant, mais que vous ſouf- 


but that the concealing your paſſion was a ſtill greater tor- 


lam ſenſible, that, in faying this for the firſt time, you will 
bab filly, abaſhed, and even expreſs yourſelf very ill. 80 
nuch the better; for, inſtead df attributing your confuſion 
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bien, et on vous ecoutera. Si on ne vous 
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ces de votre amour, au lien de Vattribuer} l 
veritable cauſe, votre peu d'uſage du monde, 
ſurtout dans ces matieres. En pareil cas Pamour 
propre eſt le fidele ami de l'amant. Ne craig 
nez donc rien, ſolez galant homme; parlez 


re 
ecoute pas la premiere, parlez une ſeconde, une 9 
troiſieme, une quatrieme fois; ſi la place n'eſt p 
pas deja priſe, ſolez ſur wack a la longue elle eſt WM n. 
prenable. ſa 
I am very glad you are going to Ouli, and Wl +; 
from thence to St Cloud; go to both, and to 
Verſailles alſo, often. It is that interior, do- v 
meſtic familiarity with people of faſhion, that WM m. 
alone dan give you Puſage du monde, et lei bo- 
manieres aiſces. It is only with women one bot 
loves, or men one reſpects, that the deſire cf mi 
pleaſing exerts itſelf; and without the defireM c.,, 
of pleaſing, no man living can pleaſe. Let wa 
that defire be the ſpring of all your words and war 
actions. That happy talent, the art of plea-W in, 
ſing, which ſo few do, though almoſt all might] , 
| policls, is worth all your learning and know War 
ledgq nec; 
3 : lid 1 
to the little uſage you have of the world, particularly in the | 
| ſort of ſubjeQs, ſhe wiil think that exceſs of love is the occa of tl 
ſion of it. In ſuch a caſe, the lover's beſt friend is (elf-lovghl ate 


Do not then be afraid; behave gallantly. Speak well, a {..1. 


you will be heard. If you are not liſtened to the firſt time 
try a ſecond, a third, and a fourth. If the place is not al 


ready taken, depend upon it it may be conquered. 
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you high, without the former; but the former 
may carry you, as it has carried thouſands, a 
great way, without the latter, es 
Jam glad that you dance fo well, as to be 
reckoned by Marcel among his beſt ſcholars ; 


go on, and dance better ſtill. Dancing well is 
pleaſing pro tanto; and makes a part of that 


neceſſary whole, which is compoſed of a thou- 
ſand parts; many of them of les infiniment Pe- 


1 7h quoiqu' infiniment neceſſaires. | | 
0 [ ſhali never have done upon this ſubject, 

WH which is indiſpenſably neceſſary towards your 

it making any figure or fortune in the world; 
boch which I have ſet my heart upon, and for 
" both which you now abſolutely want no one 

0 


conceal from you, that you have ftill a good 
Let 


ic cr of air and expreſſion that engages: you 
Oe vant an elegancy and delicacy of expreſſion, 
edge neceTary to adorn the beſt ſenſe and moſt ſo- 


1 lid matter: in ſhort, you want ſtill a great deal 


> OCCA 
-lovs 
|, ant 


ate; ſacrifice hecatombs of books to them: 


time 


eur cloſet till you have got them. I ne- 


bu put together. The latter can never raiſe | 


thing bur the art of pleaſing; and I muſt not 
way to go before you arrive at it. You till 


math want a thouſand of thoſe little attentions that 
en- imply a defire of pleaſing : you want a dou- 


df the bri/lant and the poli. Get them at any 
ek for them in company, and renounce 


Yer: 


.— —— —— ͤ — — et ee Hm ey — * — 


—ͤ . 111 antye aria oi Br EI AS x her 


LISTS ont Mer rot, 


_ - 
" . a — — - —— = . 0 — — * 5 
— I W 888 3 2 — 2 3 7 * LOSS «> 
22 en — 8 8 £54, ne ow 1:0 I = < "_ * WE, a * " S ; <6 2 2 — Wr 2 * 
a - - ho rr an * = «> 3 3 * * 3 4 —_— # SAX _— * n : . P — - — 
E ͤ TTT 1 nin oo it watte,,.: mo o* 20 CEE — r ä 3 : == — Se oy 7 ON 
: - 23 2 — - * 1 7 „ "EO IT. L . 


* "FL 1 n - . 
N 1 2 EO 


223 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


ver received the letter you refer to, if eyer 
you wrote it. Adieu, et bon ſoir Monſeigneur. 


mend. 


* 7 11 


N N 


| 

Greenwich; June the 6th, O. S. 1151, 

| MY DEAR FRIEND, T 
OL1iciTous and anxious as I hare e ever 0 
been to form your heart, your mind, and 0 
your manners; and to bring you as near per- t 


fection as the imperſection of our natures will it 
allow; Ihaveexhauſted, in the courſe of our cor- th 
reſpondence, all that my own mind could ſug- 
| geſt, and have borrowed from others whatever 
I thought could be uſeful to you; but this has Ml © 
neceſſarily been interruptedly and by ſnatches. 
It is now time, and you are of an age, to re- 
view and weigh in your own mind all that you | 
have heard, and all that you have read, upon 
theſe ſubjects; and to form your own charac- 
ter, your conduct, and your manners, for the 
reſt of your life; allowing for ſuch improve - 
ments as a farther knowledge of the world will 
naturally give you. In this view, I would re- 
commend to you to read, with the greateſt 
attention, ſuch books as treat particularly of 
thoſe ſubjects; refleQting ſeriouſly upon them, 


i and then comparing the wenne with the} 
k 12 
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practice. For example, if you read in the 
morning ſome of la Rochefoucault's maxims ; 
conſider them, examine them well, and com- 

pare them with the real characters you meet 
with in the evening. Read la Bruyere in the 


* 


morning, and ſee in the evening whether his 


pictures are like. Study the heart and the 
mind of man, and begin with your own. Me- 
ditation and reflection muſt lay the foundation 


tice muſt, and alone can, complete it. Books, 
it is true, point out the operations of the mind, 


the paſſions; and ſo far they are of previous 
uſe: but, without ſubſequent practice, experi- 
ence, and obſervation, they are as ineffectual, 
and would even lead you into as many errors 
in fact, as a map would do, if you were to 
take your notions of the towns and provinces 


reap very little benefit by his travels, if he 
made them only in his cloſet upon a map of 


| have already mentioned, I do not know a 
better for you to read, and ſeriouſly reflect 
won, than Avis d'une mere à un fils, par la 
Marquiſe de Lambert. She was a woman of 
a ſuperior underſtanding and knowledge of the 
nord, had always kept the beſt company, was 

JJ 8 ſoli- 


of that knowledge; but experience and prac- 


the ſentiments of the heart, the influence of 


from their delineations in it. A man would 


the whole world. Next to the two books that 
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than any body how to point out the means. 


there; but ſhe well knew, that, in order to 


pendez, le premier merite eſt de plaire. Aud 


ſervice que vous leur aiez renda, ils ceſſent de 


courts as in camps, and poſſibly more ſo. II 
to your merit and knowledge you add the art 
of pleaſing, you may very probably come in 


without the art of pleaſing, would, at moſt, 
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ſolicitous that her ſon ſhould make a figure 
and a fortune in the world, and knew better 


It is very ſhort, and will take you much lef 
time to read than you ought to employ in re- 
flecting upon it after you have read it. Her 
ſon was in the army, ſhe wiſhed he might riſe 


riſe, he muſt firſt pleaſe : ſhe ſays to him, 
therefore, A Pegard de ceux dont vous de. 


in another place, + Dans les emplois ;ſubalter- 
Nes vous ne vous ſoutenez que par les agremens, | 
Les maitres ſont comme les maitreſſes ; quelque | 


vous aimer quand vous ceſſez de leur plaire, 
This, I can aſſure you, is at leaſt as true in 


time to be Sceretary of State; but, take my 
word for it, twice your merit and knowledge, 


en to the important pot of Reſident at 


Ham- > ; 

With regard to thoſe upon whom you depend, the chuck means 
merit is to pleaſe, bne's 
In ſubaltern employments, the art of pleaſing muſt b bones 
your ſupport, M :ſters are like miſtreſſes; whatever ſervice 1 
they may be indebted to you for, they ceaſe to love who netted 
Weary = 


vou ceaſe to be agreeable, 
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Hamburgh or Ratiſbon. I need not tell you 


now, for I often have, and your own diſcern- | 


ment muſt have told you, of what numberleſs 


little ingredients that art of pleaſing is com- 
pounded, and how the want of the leaſt of 


them lowers the whole; but the principal in- 
gredient is, undoubtedly, la douceur dans les 


manicres : nothing will give you this, more 


than keeping company with your ſuperiors. 
Madame Lambert tells her ſon, * Que vos liai- 
ſons ſoient avec des perſonnes au deſſus de vous, 


politeſſe ; avec ſes egaux on ſe neglige, Peſprit 


bn dapprocher les hommes, de les voir à de- 
covert, et avec leur merite de tous les jours. 


| have fo often adviſed you to eſtabliſh and do- 


One mult ſee people manta, to judge truly 


2 of 
* Let your conneQions be with people abr vou; by that 


ue's equals one is apt to become negligent, and the mind 
dows tor pid. 
In order to judge of men, one = be WILEY con” 


nected; thus you ſee them without a * and with their mere 
fry-day merit. | 


par la vous vous accoutumez au reſpect et à Ia 
#aſſoupit. She adviſes him too to frequent 
thoſe people, and to ſee their inſide: II eft 
A happy expreſſion ! It was for this reaſon that 
meſticate yourſelf, wherever you can, in good 


houſes of people above you, that you may ſee 
their every. day character, manners, habits, c. 


neans you will acquire a habit of reſpect and politeneſs. With 
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of their ſhape: when they are dreſſed to go a. 


broad, their clothes are contrived to conceal, 


or at leaſt palliate, the defects of it; as full. 
bottomed wigs were contrived for the Duke 
of Burgundy, to conceal his hump-back, 
Happy thoſe who have no faults to diſguiſe 


nor weakneſſes to conceal! there are few, if 
any ſuch: but unhappy thoſe, who know ſo 


little of the world as to judge by outward ap- 


pearances. Courts are the beſt keys to cha- 
racters: there every paſſion is buſy, every art 
exerted, every character analyſed: jealouſy, 
ever watchful, not only diſcovers, but expoſes, 
the myſteries of the trade, ſo that even by- 
ſtanders yapprennent 2 dewiner. There too the 
great art of pleaſing is practiſed, taught, and 

learned, with all its graces and delicacies, It 


is the firſt thing needful there: it is the abſo- 


lutely neceſſary harbinger of merit and talents, 
let them be ever ſo great. There is no ad- 
vancing a ſtep without it. Let miſanthropes 
and would-be philoſophers declaim as much 


as they pleaſe againſt the vices, the fimulation 
and diſſimulation of Courts; thoſe invectives 
are always the reſult of ignorance, ill- humour, 
or envy. Let them ſhow me a cottage, where 
there are not the ſame vices of which they ac- 


cuſe Courts: with this difference only, that in 
2 Cottage they appear in their native deſor- 


mit; 
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mity; and that in Courts, manners and good- 
breeding make them leſs ſhocking, and blunt 


their edge. No; be convinced that the good- 


breeding, the fournure, la douceur dans. les 
manieres, Which alone are to be acquired at 
Courts, are not the ſhowiſh trifles only which: 
ſome people call or think them: they are a. 
ſolid good; they prevent a great deal of real 
miſchief; they create, adorn, and ſtrengthen 


friendſhips; they keep hatred within bounds ;- 
they promote. good- humour and good-will in 
families, where the want of good-breeding and: 


gentleneſs of manners is commonly the origi- 
nal cauſe of diſcord. Get then, before it is too 
late, an habit of theſe mitiores virtutes: prac- 
tile them upon every the leaſt occaſion, that 
they may be eaſy and familiar to you upon the 
greateſt; for they loſe a great degree of their 


merit if they ſeem laboured, and only called 


in upon extraordinary occaſions. I tell you 
truly, this is now the only doubtful part of 


your character with me; and it is for that rea- 
ſon that I dwell upon it ſo much, and incul- 


cate it ſo often, I ſhall-ſoon ſee whether this 
doubt of mine is founded; or rather, I hope I 


mall ſoon ſee that it is not. 


This moment I receive your letter of the geu, 8 
N. 8. I am ſorry to find that you have had, 


mough ever ſo light, a return of your Carni- 
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olan diſorder; and I hope your a Will 
prove a true one, and that this will be the laſt. 
I will ſend the mohairs by the firſt opporty- 
nity. As for the pictures, I am already ſo full, 
that I am reſolved not to buy one more, un- 
leſs by great accident I ſhould meet with ſome- 
thing ſurprifingly good, and as ſurprifngh 
cheap. 
40 ſhould have thobght that Land * * * at 
bis age, and with his parts and addreſs, need 
not have been reduced to keep an opera We, 
in ſuch a place as Paris, where ſo many wo- 
men of faſhion generouſly ſerve as volunteers. 
J am ſtill more ſorry that he is in love with 
her: for that will take him out of good com- 
pany, and fink him into bad; ſuch as fidlers, 
pipers, and id genus omne ; moſt unedifying 
and unbecoming company for a man of fa- 
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thion |! 
Lady Cheſterfield . you a thouſand 
compliments. Adieu, my dear child. 


— — 


EFT TN o xxvI. 
Greenwich, June the roth, 0.8. 1751, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

7 CUR ladies were ſo {low in giving their 


ſocciſic orders, that the mohairs, of 
| which 


ol. 
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which you at laſt ſent me the. patterns, were 


all ſold. However, to prevent farther delays. 


(ſor ladies are apt to be very impatient, when 


at laſt they know their own minds) I have ta- 


ken the quantities deſired, of three mohairs 


which come neareſt to the deſcription you ſent 


me ſome time ago in Madame Monconſeil's 


own hand; and I will ſend them to Calais by 
the firſt opportunity. In giving la petite Blot 


her piece, you have a fine occaſion of ſaying 


fine things, if ſo inclined: 
Lady Hervey, who is your puff and pane- 


gyriſt, writes me word, that ſhe ſaw you late- 
y dance at a ball, and that you dance very 


genteely. I am extremely. glad to hear it: 


jor (by the maxim that omne majus continet 
in ſe minus y if you dance genteely, I preſume _ 
you walk, fit, and ſtand genteely too; things 
which are much more eaſy, though much 
more neceſſary, than dancing well. I have 


known many very genteel people, who could 


not dance well; but I never knew any body 


dance very well, who was not genteel in o- 
ther things. You will probably often have 
occaſion to ſtand in circles, at the levees of 
princes and miniſters, when it is very neceſ- 
lary de paier de ſa perſonne, et d'étre bien 


flante, with your feet not too near nor too di- 
kant from each other. More people ſtand and 


walk, 
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walk, than fit genteely. Awkward, ill- bred 
people being aſhamed, commonly fit up bolt up. 

right and ſtiff; others, too negligent and eaſy, 
ſe veautrent dans leur fauteuil, which is un- 
| graceful and ill-bred, unleſs where the fami- 
harity is extreme: but a man of faſhion makes 


himſelf eaſy, and appèars ſo, by leaning grace. 


fully, inſtead of lolling ſupinely; and by va. 
rying thoſe eaſy attitudes, inſtead of that ftif 
immobility of a baſhful booby. You cannot 
conceive, nor can JI expreſs, how advanta- 
geous a good air, genteel motions, and enga- 
ging addreſs are, not only among women, but 
among men, and even in the courſe of buſi- 
neſs ; they fafcinate the affections, they ſteal 
a preference, they play about the heart till 
they engage it. I know a man, and fo do 
you, who, without a grain of merit, know- 
tedge, or talents, has raiſed himſelf millions 
of degrees above his level, ſingly by a good 
air and engaging manners; inſomuch that 
the very prince who raiſed him ſo high, calls 
him, mom aimable vautrien *: but of this do 
not open your lips, pour cauſe. I give you 
this ſecret, as the ſtrongeſt proof imaginable 
of the efficacy of air, Wwe! tournure, el 
tous ces petits riens. 
Your "other F ag and pavegyrilt Mr Harte 
18 
os T he Marechal De Richelieu. 
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is gone to Windſor, in his way to Cornwall, 
in order to be back ſoon enough to meet you 
here; I really believe he is as impatient for 
that moment as I am, et c e tout dire: but, 
however, notwithſtanding my impatience, if 
by chance you ſhould then be in a ſituation 
that leaving Paris would coft your heart too 
many pangs, I allow you to put off your jour- 
ney, and to tell me, as Feſtus did Paul, At a 


ſee by this, that I eventually ſacrifice my ſenti- 
ments to yours, and this in a very uncommon 
object of paternal complaiſance. Provided al- 


Acts of Parliament) that que te cumque domat 
Venus, non erubeſcendis adurit ignibus. If 


only your valet de chambre, Chriſtian, and 
your own footman ; not your valet de place, 
of Wl 00m you may diſmiſs for the time, as alſo 


4 vill be but inconſiderable, and you will want 
them to leave your books and baggage in. 
wle bring only the clothes you travel in; one ſuit 
ck black, for the mourning for the Prince will 


jour fine clothes; two or three of your laced 
llirts, and the reſt Plain ones; of other things, 


* 


more convenient ſeaſon I will ſpeak to thee. Lou 


ways, and be it underſtood (as they ſay in 


your heart will let you come, bring with you 


your coach; but you had beſt keep on your 
alls lodgings, the intermediate expence of which 


not be quite out by that time; and one ſuit of 


as 


Per 
N 


8 2 
—— ——— 


. 
6 
5 
. 
3; 
* 
1 
4. 
t 
0 
[| 
4/4 


ad * * r ee 1 
P r Ser 7. TAS SE 


e 


eee e — © * = 
F * — en CCC : , . 
E PFF SCC oc Pee ccc K 2 & Fs. 3 — — ; 
. 2 — : $ 2 N. WN — r 3 — ——— — EE 8 . 
J * SOD . £ = 
PT . * hh — — — As.” - Fl F p 
11 5 3 * * * my 913 "4 93 — _ > 


moped — 2 2 SE tr oat gs 4 "a 0 8 
2E ... ... FRET OB , , 


* 


— 


ll 238 LORD CHESTERFIELD's 


as bags, feathers, &c. as you think proper, 
Bring no books, unleſs two or three for your 
amuſement upon the road; for we muit apply 
| ſingly to Engliſh, in which you are certainly 
no puriſte, and I will ſupply you ſufficiently 
with the proper Engliſh authors. I ſhall pro- A 
bably keep you here till about the middle of 


October, and certainly not longer; it being a 
abſolutely neceſſary for you to paſs the nat Ml 
winter at Paris; ſo that ſhould any fine eyes R 

ſhed tears for your departure, you may dry = 

them by the promiſe of your return in two 8 


months. 
Have you got a maſter for Geometry? It MW « 

| the weather is very hot, you may leave your e 
riding at the manége till you return to Patis, lo 
unleſs you think the exerciie does you more ff 
good than the heat can do you harm; but Iv. 
deſire you will not leave off Marcel for one N vc 
moment: your fencing likewiie, if you have 
a mind, may ſublide for the ſummer ; but you 
will do well to reſume it in the winter, and 
to be adroit at it, but by no means for offence, 
only for defence in caſe of necelbty. Good 
_ Yours. ay; 
P. 8. 1 anger ts give you one commillion, 
when you come here; which is, not to fail 


bringing the graces along with you. 
LE J. 
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L 6.7 TB. KN VCAR TH 
Greenwich, June the 13th, O. 8. 1731. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
T ES bienſeances * are a moſt neceſſary part 
. of the knowledge of the world. They 
conſiſt in the relations of perſons, things, 
time, and place; good ſenſe points them out, 
good company perfects them, (ſuppoſing al- 
ways an attention and a defire to pleaſe), and 
good policy recommends them. 
Were you to converſe with a King, you 
ought to be as eaſy and unembarraſſed as with _ 
your own valet de chambre: but yet every 
look, word, and action, ſhould imply the ut- 
molt reſpect, What would be proper and 
we!l-bred with others, much your ſuperiors, . 
would be abſurd and ill-bred with one fo very 
much fo. You mult wait till you are ſpoken 
to; you mult receive, not give, the ſubject of 
converſation z and you mult even take care 
that the given ſubject of ſuch converſation do 
not lead you into any impropriety. The art 
would be to carry it, if poilible, to ſome in- 
direct ſlattery; ſuch as commending thoſe vir- 
wes in ſome other perfon, in which that Prince 
either 


* This ſingle word implies decorum, 9 breeding, and 
Mopriety, | 
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either thinks he does, or at leaſt would he 
thought by others to excel. Almoſt the fame 
precautions are neceſſary to be uſed with Mi. 
niſters, Generals, &c. who expect to be treated 
with very near the ſame reſpect as their ma- 
ſters, and commonly deſerve it better. There 
3s however this difference, that one may begin 0 

the converſation with them, if on their ſide it 

ſhould happen to drop, provided one does not lf P 

carry it to any ſubject upon which it is im- 

proper either for them to ſpeak or be ſpoken 
to. In theſe two caſes, certain attitudes and 
actions would be extremely abſurd, becauſe 
too eaſy, and conſequently diſreſpectful. As 
for inſtance, if you were to put your arms 2. 
croſs in your boſom, twirl your ſnuff- box, 
trample with your feet, ſcratch your head, c. 
it would be ſhockingly ill-bred in that com- 
| pany 3 and, indeed, not extremely well-bred 
in any other. The great difficulty in thoſe 
caſes, though a very ſurmountable one by at- 
tention and cuſtom, is to join perfect inward 
eaſe ard perfect outward reſpe&t. _ 

In mixed companies with your equals (for 
in mixed companies all people are to a certain 
degree equal), greater eaſe and liberty are al- 
lowed; but they too have their bounds within 
bienſance. There is a focial reſpect neceſſary: 


you may ſtart your own ſubjeCt of converſation I \ 
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with modeſty; taking great care, however, 

* de ne Jamais parler de cordes dans la maiſon 
dun pendii, Your words, geſtures, and atti- 
tudes, have a greater degree of latitude, tho? 
by no means an unbounded one. You may have 
your hands in your pockets, take ſnuff, fit, ſtand, 
or occaſionally walk, as you like: but I believe 
you would not think it very bienſcant to whiſtle, 
put on your hat, looſen your garters or your 
buckles, lie down upon acouch, or go to bed 
and welter in an eaſy chair. Theſe are negli- - 
gences and freedoms which one can only take 
when quite alone: they are injurious to ſuperi- 
ors, ſhocking and offenſive toequals, brutal and 
inſulting to inferiors. That eaſineſs of carriage 
and behaviour, which is exceedingly engaging, 
widely differs from negligence and inattention, 
and by no means implies that one may do what- 
ever one pleaſes; it only means that one is not 
to be ſtiff, formal, embarraſſed, diſconcerted, 
and aſhamed, like country bumpkins, and 
people who have never been in good company; 
but it requires great attention to, and a ſcru- 
pulous obſervation of, les bienſcances: what- 
ver one ought to do, is to be done with eaſe 
and unconcern; whatever is improper muſt 


not be done at all. In mixed companies alſo, 
Vor. Eo ⁵ Es 


* Never to mention a rope in the family of a man ks has 
been hanged, 
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different ages and ſexes are to be differently 
addreſſed. You would not talk of your plea 


dignity; they juſtly expect, from young peo- 


- * 3 * 
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reſpect is very properly, and very agreeably, 
mixed with a degree of enjouement, if you have 


rectly or indirectly, tend to their praiſe, and 


attention muſt be had to the difference of age, 
not be played with like a young coquette of 


may couple thoſe two words, muſt be uſed 
with the former; and mere badinage, 200 
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ſures to men of a certain age, gravity, and 


ple, a degree of deference and regard. You 
ſhould be full as eaſy with them, as with 


people of your own years: but your manner 
muſt be different; more reſpe& muſt be im- 


plied; and it is not amiſs to inſinuate, that 


from them you expect to learn. It flatters 


and comforts age, for not being able to take 
a part in the joy and titter of youth. To wo- 
men you {ſhould always addreſs yourſelf with 


great outward reſpect and attention, whatever 


you feel inwardly; their ſex is by long pre- 
ſcription intitled to it; and it is among the 
duties of bien/eance : at the ſame time, that 


it; but then, that badinage muſt, either di- 


\ 
— — — * an;, rd . 


even not be liable to a malicious conſtruction 
to their diſadvantage. But here too, great M x 


rank, and ſituation. A Marechale of fifty mult 


fifteen: reſpect and ſerious enjouement, if I 


mẽ me 
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with the latter. 


your own preſent humour and diſpoſition indiſ- 
criminately againſt every body ; but to obſerve, 
conform to, and adopt, theirs. For example, 
if you happened to be in high good- humour 


t and a flow of ſpirits, would you go and ſing 
s Wl : * port nerf] or cut a caper, to la Marechale 
0 te Coigny, the Pope's Nuncio, or Abbe Sal- 
. lier, or to any perſon of natural gravity and 
b melancholy, or who at that time ſhould be in 
er grief? I believe not: as, on the other hand, 1 
C- ſuppole, that if you were in low ſpirits, or 
ne real grief, you would not chuſe to bewail your 
at ſituation with a petit Blot. If you cannot 
ly, command your preſent humour and diſpoſi- 
we tion, ſingle out thoſe to converſe with who 


di- happen to be in the bumour the neareſt to your 
nd own, | 
| Loud laughter is extremely inconſiſtent 
and noiſy teſtimony of the joy of the mob at 
thing is more contrary to les bienſeances than 


horſe· play, or Jeux de main of any kind what- 


Ballad. 


meme dun peu de pol iſeneric, is pardonable 8 


Another important point of les prenfEunoes, 
ſeldom enough attended to, is, Not to run 


with les bienſeances, as it is only the illiberal 


ſome very filly thing. A gentleman is often 
ſeen, but very ſeldom heard, to laugh. No- 


1 ever, 
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ever; and has often very ſerious, ſometimes 
very tatal, conſequences. Romping, ſtruggling, 
throwing things at one another's head, are 
the becoming pleaſantries of the mob, but de- 
grade a gentleman : Giuoco di mano, giuoco di 

villano, 1s a very true ſaying 1 the few 
. true ſayings of the Italians. 

Peremptorineſs and deciſion in young peo- 
ple is contraire aux bienſeances : they ſhould 
ſeldom ſeem to aſſert, and always uſe ſome 
ſoftening mitigating expreſſion ; ſuch as, il 
m'eſt permis de le dire, je croirois plut6t, ji 
j'oſe m*expliquer ; which ſoftens the manner, 
without giving up, or even weakening, the 
thing. People of more age and experience 
expect, and are intitled to, that degree of de- 
ference. 


1 a 0 1 


There is a bienſe ance 1 with regard to f 
people of the loweſt degree; a gentleman ob- 
ſerves it with his footman, even with the beg- ſ 

gar in the ſtreet. He conſiders them as ob- { 
Jets of compaſhon, not of inſult ; he ſpeaks k 
to neither d'un ton bruſque ; but corrects the WM 1 
one coolly, and refuſes the other with huma- 1 

nity. There is no one occaſion in the world t 

in which /e ton bruſque is becoming a gentle- n 
man. In ſhort, les bien/eances are another d 

word for manners, and extend to every part of I b. 
lite, | IPA are EE? the Graces ſhould WF 


attend 
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attend in order to complete them : the Graces 
enable us to do genteely and pleaſingly, what 


latter are an obligation upon every man ; the 
former are an infinite advantage and orna- 
ment to any man. May you unite both! 


you ſhould be told that you are genteel, ſtill 
eim at being genteeler. If Marcel ſhould, do 
not you be ſatisfied. Go on, court the Gra- 
ces all your life- time; you will find no better 
. friends at Court: they will ſpeak in your fa- 
G your, to me hearts of princes, Miniſters, and 
6 Miſtreſſes. 

Now that all tumultuous paſſions and auick 
0 ſer-ations have ſubſided with me, and that 1 
i have no tormenting cares nor boiſterous plea- 
85 ſures to agitate me, my greateſt joy is to con- 
b- ſider the fair proſpect you have before you, 
ks and to hope and believe you will enjoy it. 
be Lou are already in the world, at an age when 
others have hardly heard of it. Your charac- 


dirty, and ungentlemanlike vice; and will, I 


extenſive, and avowed, eſpecially in every 
® | 


les bienſeances require to be done at all. The 


Though you dance well, do not think that 
you dance well enough, and conſequently not 
endeavour to dance ſtill better. And though - 


ter is hitherto not only unblemiſhed in its 
moral part, but even unſullied by any low, 


hope, continue ſo. Your knowledge i is found, 


thing 
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thing relative to your deſtination. With ſuch 
materials to begin, what then is wanting! 
Not fortune, as you have found by experience, 


| You have had, and ſhall have, fortune ſuſh- 


cient to aſſiſt your merit and your induſtry; | 
and, if I can help it, you never ſhall have 


enough to make you negligent of either, You 


have, too, mens ſana in corpore ſans; the greateſt 


bleſſing of all. All therefore that you want, 


is as much in your power to acquire, as to eat 
your breakfaſt when ſet before you: it is only 


that knowledge of the world, that elegancy of 
manners, that univerſal politeneſs, and thoſe 
graces, which keeping good company, and 
ſceing variety of places and characters, mult 
inevitably, with the leaſt attention on your 
part, give you. Your foreign deſtination 
leads to the greateſt things, and your parlia- 
mentary ſituation will facilitate your progrels ; 


conſider then this pleaſing proſpect as atten- 


tively for yourſelf, as I conſider it for you. 
Labour on your part to realiſe it, as I will on 
mine to aſſiſt and enable you to do it. Nullum 
numen abeſt, ſi fit prudentia. 


Adieu! my dear child. I count the days 


till I have the pleaſure of ſeeing you : I ſhall 
foon count the hours, and at laſt the minutes 
with increaſin 'S impatience. 


P. 8. 


8s A Cm — 823388 


of Madame Morel, and directed, as deſired, 
to the Comptroller- General. The three pie- 


Ivres. 


(—_— 


* E * * E R ccxxvñi. 


Greenwich, June the zoth, 0. 8. 176. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


; be unneceſſary with you, yet there can be no 
1 harm in reminding you, from time to time, 
to ſee what you ſee, and to hear what you hear; 
; that is, to ſee and. hear as you ſhould do. 
- frivolous futile people, who make at leaſt 
1. WH three parts in four of mankind, only deſire to 


n ſee and hear what their frivolous and futile 
m WW 1i=-curſors have ſeen and heard; as St Pe- 


"eſe gentlemen, and a great deal more. He 
amines and informs himſelf. thoroughly of 
every 
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P. S. The mohairs are this day gone from 
hence for Calais; recommended to the care 


ces come to fix hundred and eighty French 


O very few people, ee young tra- 
vellers, ſee what they ſee, or hear what 
they hear, that though I really believe it may 


ter's, the Pope, and High Maſs, at Rome; 
Notre Dame, Verſailles, the French King, 
and the French Comedy, in France. Aman 
parts ſees and hears very differently from 
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every thing he ſees or hears; and, more par. 
ticularly, as it is relative to his own profeſſion 


6 or deſtination. Your deſtination is political: 
the object therefore of your inquiries and ob. 
ſervations ſhould be the political, interior of 


things; the forms of government, laws, re- 


gulations, cuſtoms, trade, manufactures, gc, 
of the ſeveral nations of Europe. This knoy:- 
ledge is much better acquired by converſation 
with ſenſible and well-informed people, than 


by books; the beſt of which, upon theſe ſub- 
jets, are always imperfect. For example, 
there are Preſent States of France, as there 


are of England; but they are always defeCtive, 
being publiſhed by people uninformed, who 
only copy one another: they are, however, 
worth looking into; becauſe they point out 
objects for inquiry, which otherwiſe might 


poſſibly never have occurred to one's mind: 
but an hour's converſation with a ſenſible Pre- 
ſident, or Conſeiller, will let you more into the 
true ſtate of the Parliament of Paris, than al 


the books in France. In the ſame manner, 


the Almanach Militaire is worth your having 
but two or three converſations with officer: 


will inform you much better of their military 


regulations. People have, commonly, a par 


tiality for their own profeſſions, love to tall 


ol them, and are even flattered by being con 
ſulteg 


ſulted upon the ſubject. When, therefore, you 
are with any of thoſe military gentlemen (and 
you can hardly be in any company without 
ſome) aſk them military queſtions. Inquire 


into their methods of diſcipline, quartering, 
and clothing their men; inform yourſelf of 
their pay, their perquiſites, leurs montres, 


leurs etapes, &c. Do the ſame, as to the 
marine ; and make yourſelf particularly maſter 


| of that detail, which has, and always will 

. have, a great relation to the affairs of En- 
„land; and, in proportion as you get good in⸗ 
re Wl formations, make minutes of them in writing. 

e, The regulations of trade and commerce in 
ho! France are excellent, as appears but too plainly 


phi extenſive commerce in both the Eaſt and Welt 
nd: nes, they have got the whole trade of the 
re. erant from us; and now ſupply all the fo- 


theMWicign markets with their ſugars, to the ruin 
\ aol almoſt of our ſu gar-colonies, as Jamaica, Bar- 


ladoes, and the Leeward Iſlands. Get, there- 


bre, what informations you can of theſe mat- 
lers alſo. | 


tal"! the Clergy, give you fair and frequent 
con Mortunuties. Know the particular rights of 
ted 
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for us, by the great increaſe of both within 
but! theſe thirty years: for, not to mention their 


tary Inquire too into their Church- matters; for 
ar tic the preſent diſputes, between the Court 


the 
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the Gallican church, i in oppoſition to the pre. 
tenſions of the See of Rome. I need not re. 
commend ecclehaſtical hiſtory to you, ſince! 
hear you ſtudy Du Pin very aſſiduouſly. 
Fou cannot imagine how much: this ſolid 
and uſeful knowledge of other countries will 
diſtinguiſh you in your own (where, to ſay 
the truth, it is very little known or cultivated), 
beſides the great uſe it is of in all foreign ne- 
gotiations: not to mention, that it enables a 
man to ſhine in all companies. When Kings 
and Princes have any knowledge, it is of this 
ſort, and more particularly ; therefore it is the 
uſual topic of their levee-converſations, in 
which it will qualify you to bear a conſiderable 
part: it brings you more acquainted with 
them; and they are pleaſed to have people 
talk to them on a a ſubject i in which they think 
to ſhine. 
| There is a ſort of chit: 8 or ſmall tal 
which 1s the general run of converſation at 
Courts, and in moſt mixed companies. It is 
a ſort of middling converſation, neither filly 
nor edifying; but, however, very neceſſary 
for you to be maſter of. It turns upon the 
public events of Europe, and then is at 1ts 
| beſt; very often upon the number, the good. 
neſs or badneſs, the diſcipline, or the clothing 


of the troops of different Princes; ſome- 
| „„ 


A — a Pay 2 
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and, ſometimes, /ur la bonne chere, the mag- 
nificence of public entertainments, balls, maſ- 
querades, &c. I would wiſh: you to be able 
to talk upon all theſe things better and with 


that, upon thoſe occaſions, you ſhould be ap- 


ſay Mr Stanhope can tell us. 
the buſy part of the world, than ſuperior 


in favour, and enjoyed the belt employments, 
lo under the tyrannical reigns of three our four 
nk ot the very worſt Emperors, by ſaying, that 


i was not propter aliguam eximiam artem, 
M d guia par negotiis neque ſupra erat. Diſ- 
at cretion is the great article; all thoſe things 


are to be learned, and only learned, by keep- 


quent thoſe good houſes where you have al- 
realy a footing, and wriggle yourſelf ſome- 
how or other into every other. Haunt the 
1 particularly, in order to get that routine. 


N. 8. 


times upon the families, the marriages, the 
relations, of princes and conſiderable people; 


more knowledge than other people; inſomuch 
plied to, and that people ſhould ſay, dare 


Second-rate knowledge, and middling ta- 
lents, carry a man farther at Courts, and in 


knowledge and ſhining parts. Tacitus very 
le WI juſtly accounts for a man's having always kept 


ing a great deal of the beſt company. Fre- 


This moment I receive yours of the 18 
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N. S. You will have had ſome time ago my 
final anſwers concerning the pictures; and, 
by my laſt, an account that the mohairs were 
gone to Madame Morel at Calais, with the 
proper directions. 10 

I am ſorry that your two ſons · in- law, the 
princes B-—, are ſuch boobies: however, 
as they have the honour of being ſo neatly 
related to you, I will ſhow them what civili- 
ties I can. 

I confeſs you have not time for long ab 
ſences from Paris at preſent, becauſe of your 


various maſters, all which I would have you 


apply to cloſely while you are now in that ca- 
pital: but when you return thither, after the 
viſit you intend me the honour of, I do not 
propoſe your having any maſter at all, except 
| Marcel once or twice a- week. And then the 
Courts will, I hope, be no longer ſtrange 
countries to you; for I would have you run 
down frequently to Verſailles and St Cloud, 
for three or four days at a time. You know 
the Abbe de la Ville, who will preſent you 
to others, ſo that you will ſoon be fayfle with 
the reſt of the Court. Court is the foil in 
which you are to grow and flouriſh ; you 


\ _ ought to be well acquainted with the nature 


of it: like all other ſoil, it is in ſome places 


deeper, in others lighter, but always ou. 
0 


of great improvement by cultivation and ex- 
erience. | 
You ſay that you want ſome hints for a let- 
ter to Lady Cheſterfield. More uſe and know- 
ledge of the world will teach you occaſionally 
to write and talk genteely /ur des riens, 


worldly knowledge: ſor, in ſome companies, 
it would be imprudent to talk upon any thing 


elſe, and with very many people it is impoſ- 


underſtand you. : Adieu! 


u 

- 3 . 

le e 2 0 . 

ot 1 L T Ti | De. L 

4 | 3D | London, Ns 2450, O. 8. 1757. 
ge MY DEAR FRIEND, 

In, addreſs, manners, and graces, are 
un 

1 of ſuch infinite advantage to whoever 
* has them, and ſo peculiarly Raf effentially 
fo neceſſary for you, that now, as the time of 
i our meeting draws near, I tremble for ſear 1 
95 ſhould not find you poſſeſſed of them; and, 
you to tell you the truth, I doubt you are not yet 
luſlciently convinced of their importance, 
. There 5 for inſtance, your intimate friend 
able Mr H——, who, with great merit, deep 


ee and a thouſand good qualities, 
r. II. 5 | will 
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which I can tell you is a very uſeful part of 


ſible to talk of any thing elſe; they would not 
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will never make a figure in the world while 


he lives: Why? Merely for want of thoſe ex. 
ternal and ſhowiſh accompliſhments, which 


he began the world too late to acquire; and 
which, with his ſtudious and philoſophical 
turn, I believe he thinks are not worth his 


attention. He may, very probably, make a 


figure in the republic of letters: but he had 


ten thouſand times better make a figure as a 
man of the world and of buſineſs in the re- 


public of the United Provinces which, take 


| "7 word for it, he never will. 


As I open myſelf, without the leaſt reſerve, 


whenever I think that my doing ſo can be 
of any uſe to you, I will give you a ſhort ac- 
count of myſelf when J firſt came into the 


world, which was at the age you are of now, 
ſo that (by the way) you have got the ſtart of 


me in that important article by two or three 


years at leaſt. At nineteen, I left the uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, where Iwas an abſolute 


pedant: when I talked my beſt, I quoted 
Horace; when I aimed at being facetious, | 
quoted Martial; and when I had a mind to 


be a fine gentleman, I talked Ovid. I was 
convinced, that none but the ancients had 
common ſenſe ; that the claſſics contained 

every thing that was either neceſſary, uſeful, 


or ornamental to men; and J was not with- 
out 


notions, I went firſt to the Hague, where, by the 
help of ſeveral letters of recommendation, I 
was ſoon introduced into all the beſt company; 


totally miſtaken in almoſt every one notion I 


7 : . . 

8 acquire the means too. I ſtudied attentively 
f and minutely the dreſs, the air, the manner, 
; the addreſs, and the turn of converſation, of 


all thoſe I found to be the people in faſhion, 


, 
| and moſt generally allowed to pleaſe. I imi- 
1 tated them as well as I could. If I heard 
i. that one man was reckoned remarkably gen- 
te teel, I carefully watched his dreſs, motions, 
d and attitudes, and formed my own upon them. 
1 W When I heard of another, whoſe converſation. 
to was agreeable and engaging, 1 liſtened and 
1 attended to the turn of it. I addreſſed my- 
5 lelf, though de tres mauvaiſe grace, to all the 
> H woſt faſhionable fine ladies; confeſſed, and 
ul, laughed with them at my own awkwardneſs 
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out thoughts of wearing the toga virilis of the 
Romans, inſtead of the vulgar and illiberal 
dreſs of the moderns. With theſe excellent 


and where I very ſoon diſcovered that I was 


had entertained. Fortunately, I had a ſtrong 
deſire to pleaſe (the mixed reſult of good -· na- 
ture, and a vanity by no means blameable); 
and was ſenſible, that I had nothing but the 
deſire. I therefore reſolved, if poſſible, to 
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and rawneſs, recommending myſelf as an ob- 


32 je. 
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ject for them to try their {kill in forming, 
By theſe means, and with a paſſionate deſire 
of pleaſing every body, I came by degrees to 
pleaſe ſome; and, I can aſſure you, that what 
little figure 1 have made in the world, has 
been much more owing to that an de- 
fire I had of pleating univerſally, than to any 
intrinfic merit or ſound knowledge I might 


ever have been maſter of. My paſſion for 


pleaſing was ſo ſtrong (and I am very glad it 
was ſo), that I own to you fairly, I wiſhed to 


make every woman I faw, in love with me, 
and every man I met with, admireme. With- 
out this paſſion for the object, I ſhould never 


have been ſo attentive to the means; and I 


_ own I cannot conceive how it is poſſible for 


any man of good nature and good ſenſe to be 
without this paſſion. Does not good-nature 


incline us to pleaſe all thoſe we converſe with, 
of whatever rank or ſtation they may be? 
And does not good ſenſe, and common obſer- 


vation, ſhow of what infinite uſe it 1s to 
pleaſe? Oh! but one may pleaſe by the good 
qualities of the heart, and the knowledge of 
the head, without that ſaſhionable air, ad- 
dreſs, and manner, which is mere tinſel. I 
deny it. A man may be eſteemed and re- 


ſpected, but I defy him to pleaſe without 


them. Moreover, at your age, I would not 
Kaye 


kW A. and a 


guy. ef ang a. 
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have contented myſelf with barely pleaſing; I 
wanted to ſhine, and to diſtinguiſh myſelf in 
the world as a man of faſhion and gallantry, 
as well as buſineſs. And that ambition or 
vanity, call it what you pleaſe, was a right- 
one; it hurt nobody, and made me exert 
what talents I had. It is the ſpring of a 
thouſand right and good things. 

I was talking you over tbe other day with 
one very much your friend, and who had of- 
ten been with you both at Paris and in Italy. 
Among the innumerable queſtions, which 
you may be ſure I aſked him concerning you, 
[ happened to mention your dreſs; (for, to ſay 
| the truth, it was the only thing of which I. 
. thought him a competent judge): upon which 
, he ſaid that you dreſſed tolerably well at Paris; 
e but that in Italy you dreſſed ſo ill, that he uſed 
to joke with you upon it, and even to tear 


1 your clothes. Now, I muſt tell you, that at 
. your age it is ag ridiculous not to be very. 
o WI vil dreſſed, as at my age it would be if I 
a were to wear a white feather and red-heeled 


f hoes. Dreſs is one of the various ingredients 
|. that contribute to the art of pleaſing it pleaſes 
1 the eyes at leaſt, and more eſpecially of wo- 
e- men. Addreſs yourſelf to the ſenſes, if you 
5 would pleaſe; dazzle the eyes, ſoothe and flat- 


ter the ears, of mankind; engage their heart, 
1 -.- and 
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and Jet their reaſon do its worſt againſt you, | 


Suaviter in modo is the great ſecret. When- 
ever you find yourſelf engaged inſenſibly in 
| favour of any body of no ſuperior merit nor 
diitinguithed talents, examine and ſee what 
it is that has made thoſe impreſſions up- 
on you: you will find it to be that douceur, 
that gentleneſs of manners, that air and ad- 
dreſs, which I have ſo often recommended to 
you; and from thence draw this obvious con- 
cluſion, That what pleaſes you in them, will 
pleaſe others in you; for we are all made of 
the ſame clay, though ſome of the lumps are 
a little finer, and ſome a little coarſer ; but, 
in general, the ſureſt way to judge of others is 
to examine and analyſe one's ſelf thoroughly, 
When we meet, I will aſſiſt you in that ana- 
| lyſis, in which every man wants ſome aſliſt- 
ance againſt his own ſelf-love. Adieu. 


L E T 'T 1 R Cc XXX. 
Greenwich, . che zoth, 0. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


RA give the incloſed to our end the 
Abbe; it is to congratulate him upon 
his canonicat, which J am really very glad of, 


and I hope it will fatten him up to Boileaus 


Cha. 


of” May 


the 
on 


u's | 
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Chanoine ; at preſent he is as meagre as an 


lon? If he has not, make him preſent you ; 
and if he has, frequent her, and make her 


many compliments from me. She has un- 
common ſenſe and knowledge for a woman, 


and her houſe is the reſort of one ſet of Jes 


beaux eſprits. It is a ſatisfaction and a ſort of 


credit to be acquainted with thoſe. gentlemen; 
and it puts a young fellow in faſhion. A pro- 
pos des beaux efprits : Have you les entrees at 


Lady Sandwich's; who, old as ſhe was when 


I ſaw her, laſt, had the ſtrongeſt parts of any 
woman J ever knew in my life? If you are 
not acquainted with her, either the dutcheſs 
d' Aiguillon or Lady Hervey can, and I dare 
Hay will, introduce you. I can affure you, it is 
very well worth your while, both upon her 
own account, and for the fake of the people 
of wit and learning who frequent her. In 


be learned, as well as manners: the conver- 
ſation turns upon ſomething above tiifles : 
ſume point of literature, criticiſm, hiſtory, 
&c. is diſcuſſed with ingenuity and good man- 


ing juſtice; they are not bears, as moſt of 
ours are; they are gentlemen. 


Apoſtle or a Prophet. By the way, has he 
erer introduced you to la Ducheſſe d' Aiguil- 


ſuch companies there is always ſomething to 


ners: for I muſt do the French people of learn- 


Our 
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Our Abbe writes me word that you were 
gone to Compiegne. I am very glad of it, 
other Courts muſt form you for your own. He 
tells me too, that you have left off riding at 
the manege: I have no objection to that, it 
takes up.a great deal of the morning; and if 


you have got a genteel and firm ſeat on horſe. 


back, it 1s enough for you, now that tilts 
and tournaments are laid aſide. I ſuppoſe you 
have hunted at Compiegne. The king's hunt. 
| ing there, I am told, is a fine fight, The 
French manner of hunting is gentleman-like; 
ours is only for bumpkins and boobies. The 
poor beaſts here are purſued and run down 
by much greater beaſts than themſelves; and 
the true Britiſh fox-hunter is moſt undoubt- 
edly a fpecies appropriated and peculiar to this 
country, Which no other Part of the globe pro- 
duces. 

I hope you apply. the time you have ſaved 
from the riding-hoyſe to uſeful, more than to 
learned, purpoſes; for I can aſſure you, they 
are very different things. I would have you 
allow but one hour a-day for Greek; and that 
more to keep what you have, than to increaſe 


it: by Greek, I*mean uſeful Greek books, 


fſuch as Demoſthenes, 'Thucydides, &c. and 


not the poets, with whom you are already e- 
nough acquainted. Your Latin w1ll take care 


To - 
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of itſelf. Whatever more time you have for 


are immediately relative to your deſtination 
ſuch as modern hiſtory, in the modern lan- 
guages 3 memoirs, anecdotes, letters, negotia- 
tions, Sc. Collect alſo, if you can, authen- 
tically, the preſent ſtate of all the courts and 


; WH ances, their military force, their trade, manu- 
de factures, and commerce. That is the uſeful, 


'N i the neceffary knowledge for you, and indeed 
10 Wl for every gentleman. But with all this, re- 


t- member that living books are much better 
s than dead ones; and throw away no time (for 


to means your buſineſs. I had much rather that 


ey you were paſſionately in love with ſome deter- 


ou mined coquette of condition, (who would lead 
hat [you a dance, faſhion, fupple, and poliſh you) 
a tian that you knew all Pjato and Ariſtotle by 
ks, 


heart: an hour at Verſailles, Compiegne, or 


/ © WW ice hours in your cloſet with the beſt books 
care Wl that ever were written, 


rcading, pray beſtow it upon thoſe books which 


countries in Europe ; the characters of the 
Kings and Princes, their wives, their mini- 
ters, and their Ws; their ſeveral views, con- 
e nections, and intereſts; the ſtate of their i- 


it is thrown away) with the latter, which you 
can employ well with the former; for books 
mult now be only your amuſement, but by no 


Dt Cloud, is now worth more to you than 


1 
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I hear the diſpute between the Court and 
the Clergy is made up amicably : both parties 
have yielded ſomething z the King being afraid 
of loiing more of his ſoul, and the Clergy 
more of their revenue. Thoſe gentlemen are 
very ſkilful in making the moſt of the vice 
and the weakneſſes of the laity. I hope you 
| have read and informed yourſelf fully of every 

thing relative to that affair; it is a very im- 
portant queſt ion, in which the prieſthood of 
every country in Europe is highly concerned, 
If you would be thoroughly convinced that 
their tythes are of divine inſtitution, and theit 
property the property of God himſelf, not to 
be touched by any power on earth, read Fra. 
Paolo de beneficiis, an excellent and ſhort book; 
for which, and ſome other treatiſes againſt the 
Court of Rome, he was ſlilletto'd ; which made 
him ſay afterwards, upon ſeeing an anonymous 

book written againſt him, by order of the Pope, 
unde bene lo fiile Romano. 

The Parliament of Paris, and the States of 
Languedoc, will, I believe, hardly fcramble 
off; having only reaſon and juſtice, but no 
terrors, on their fide. Thoſe are political and 
conſtitutional queſtions that well deſerve you 
attention and inquiries; I hope you are tho- 
roughly maſter of them. It is alſo worth yout 

while 
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| WH while to collect and keep all the pieces written 
von thoſe fubjeCts. 

{ hope you have been thanked by your la- 
dies, at leaſt, if not paid in money, for the 
© WM mohairs, which I ſent by a courier to Paris 

5 WW ome time ago, inſtead of ſending them to Ma 

u lame Morel at Calais, as I told you I ſhould. 
Jo they like them; and do hi like you the 

n. better for getting them? La petite Blot devroit 

ot au moins paer de ſa perſonne. As for Madame 


d. I de Polignac, I believe you will very willingly 
at BF hold her excuſed from perſonal payment. 

ell Before you return to England, pray go a- 
108 gain to Orli, for two or three days, and alſo to 
a. St Cloud, in order to ſecure a good reception 
ok; WM there at your return, Aſk the Marquis de 
the Matignon too, if he has any orders for you in 
England, or any letters or packets for Lord 
10U5 bolingbroke. Adieu! Go on and proſper. 


nble dT Ly | 2 R e. 
Greenwich, July the 8th, O. S. 1757. 

MY DFAR FRIEND, 

HE laſt mail brought me your letter of 

the 34 July, N. S. I am glad that you 

ne fo well with Colonel Yorke as to be let 


into ſecret correſpondences. Lord Albemarle's 
reſerve 
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reſerve to you 15, 1 believe, more owing to 
his ſecretary than to bimſelf: for you ſeem to 
be much in favour with him; and poſlibj 
too, he has no very ſecret letters to communi. 
cate, However, take care not diſcover the 
leaſt diſſatisfaction upon this ſcore : make the 
proper acknowledgments to Colonel Yorke, 
for what he does ſhow you; but let neither 
Lord Albemarle nor his people perceive the 
leaſt coldneſs on your part, upon account of 
what they do not ſhow you. It is very often 
_ neceſſary, not to manifeſt all one feels. Make 
your court to, and connect yourſelf as much 
as poſſible with, Colonel Yorke; he may be of 
great uſe to you hereafter: and when you 
take leave, not only offer to bring over any 
letters or packets, by way of ſecurity ; but 
even aſk, as a favour, to be the carrier of a 
letter from him to his father the Chancellor, 
A propos of your coming here; I confels that 
I am weakly impatient for it, and think a few 
days worth getting: I would therefore, in- 
ſtead of the 25" of next month, N. S. which 
was the day that {ome time ago I appointed 
for your leaving Paris, have you ſet out on 
Friday the 20th Auguſt, N. S.; in conſe. 
quence of which, zou will be at Calais ſome 
time on the Sunday following, and probivly 


at Dover within four. and- twenty hours . 
ward? 
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wards. If you land in the morning, you may 
in a poſt-chaiſe get to Sittingborne that day; 
if you come on ſhore in the evening, you can 
oniy get to Canterbury, where you will be bet 
ter lodged than at Dover. I will not have 
you travel in the night, nor fatigue and over- 
heat yourſelt by running on fourſcore miles 
the moment you land. You will come ſtraight 
to Blackheath, where I ſhall bg ready to meet 
you, and which is directly upon the Dover 
road to London; and we will go to town to- 
cether, after you have reſted yourſelf a day or 
ch WM two here. All the other directions, which 1 


of gare you in my former letter, hold ſtill the 


ou fame. But, notwithſtanding this regulation, 
any Wl ſhould you have any particular reaſons for 
but leaving Paris two or three days ſooner or later 


jf a MW than the above-mentioned, vous Etes le maitre. 
lot. Make all your arrangemens at Paris for about 
that a fix weeks ſtay in England at fartheſt. 


few L had a letter the other day from Lord Hun- 


in- fingdon, of which one half at leaſt was your 
hich Wl panegyric : it was extremely welcome to me 
nted from fo good an hand. Cultivate that friend- 


t On 
onſe⸗ 


ſhip: it will do you honour, and give you 
ſtrength. Connections, in our mixed parlia- 
ſome i mentary government, are of great uſe. | 

baby | ſend you here incloſed the particular price 
aſtet· © each of the mohairs; but I do not ſuppoſe 
rards: You. HI, + i 3 
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that you will receive a ſhilling for any of thiem, 


However, if any of your ladies ſhould take an 
odd fancy to pay, the ſhorteſt way, in the 
courſe of bufineſs, is for you to keep the mo- 
ney, and to take ſo much leſs from Sir John 
Lambert in your next draught upon him. 

I am very ſorry to hear that Lady Hervey is 
1ll. Paris does not ſeem to agree with her; 
ſhe uſed to have great health here. A propos 
of her; remember, when you are with me, 


not to mention her but when you and I are 


quite alone, for reaſons which I will tell you 
when we meet: but this is only between you 
and me; and I defire that you will not fo 
much as hint it to her, or any body elſe. 
If old Kurzay goes to the Valley of Jehoſa- 
phat, I cannot help it; it will be an eaſe to 
our friend Madame Monconſeil, who I believe 
maintains her, and a little will not ſatisfy het 
In any way. 
Remember to bring your mother ſome little 
A 3 they need not be of value, but only 
marks of your affection and duty for one who 
has always been tenderly fond of you. You 
may bring Lady Cheſterfield a little Martin 
ſnuff- box, of about five louis: and you need 
bring over no other preſents; you and I not 
wanting les petits preſens pour entretenir 


© amitic. 
Since 


2 wt a > ec. at oi 
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Since I wrote what goes before, I have talk- 
ed you over minutely with Lord Albemarle : 
who told me, that he could very ſincerely 
commend you upon every article but one; 
but upon that one you were often joked, both 
by him and others. I deſired to know what 


| that was; he laughed, and told me, it was 


the article of dreſs, in which you were ex- 


 ceedingly negligent. Though he laughed, I 


can aſſure you that it is no laughing matter 
for you; and you will poſſibly be furpriſed 
when I affert, (but upon my word, it is lite- 
rally true), that to be very well dreſt is of much 
more importance to you, than all the Greek 
you know will be of theſe thirty years. Re- 
member, the world is now your only buſineſs; 
and you mult adopt its cuſtoms and manners, 
be they filly or be they not. To neglect your 
dreſs, is an affront to all the women you 


keep company with; as it implies, that you | 


do not think them 6 that attention which 
every body elte doth : they mind dreſs, and 
you will never pleaſe them if you neglect 
yours; and if you do not pleaſe the women, 
you will not pleaſe half the men you otherwiſe 
might. It is the women who put a young 


fellow in faſhion, even with the men, A 


young fellow ought to have a certain fund of 
cequetry; which ſhould make him try all the 


1 | means 
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means of pleaſing, as much as any coquette 
in Europe can do. Old as I am, and little 
thinking of women, God knows, I am very 
far from being negligent of my dreſs: and 
why ? From conformity to cuſtom ; and out 


of decency to men, who expect that degree of 


complaiſance. I do not, indeed, wear fex- 
thers and red heels; which would ill ſuit my 
age: but I take care to have my clothes well 
made, my wig well combed and powdered, 
my linen and perſon extremely clean. I even 
allow my footmen forty ſhillings-a year extra- 
ordinary, that they may be ſpruce and neat, 
Your figure eſpecially, which from its ſtature 
cannot be very majeſtic and intereſting, ſhould 
be the more attended to in point of dreſs : as 
jt cannot be impoſante, it ſhould be gentille, 
aimable, bien miſe ; it will not admit of ne- 
gligence and careleſſneſs, 

I believe Mr Hayes thinks you have flighted 
him a little of late, ſince you have got into ſo 
much other company. I do not, by any 
means, blame you for not frequenting his 
houſe ſo much as you did at firſt, before 
you had got into ſo many other houſes more 
entertaining and more inſt: ucting than his; 
on the contrary, you do very well: however, 
as he was extremely civil to you, take care to 

be ſo to him; and make up in manner what 
„ „ 


it to Sir John Lambert for you. 
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you omit in matter. See him, dine with him 


before you come away, and alk his commands 


for England. 


Jour triangular ſeal is done; and I have 
given it to an Engliſh cena, who ſets. 
out in a week for Paris, and who will deliver 

I cannot conclude this letter, without re- 
turning again to the ſhowiſh, the ornamental, 
the ſhining parts of your character; which if 
you neglect, upon my word you will render 
the ſolid ones abſolutely uſeleſs : nay, ſuch is 
the preſent turn of the world, that ſome valu- 
able qualities are even ridiculous, if not ac- 
companied by the genteeler accompliſhments. 
Plainneſs, ſimplicity, and Quakeriſm, either 
in dreſs or manners, will by no means do; 
they muſt both be laced and embroidered : 
ſpeaking or writing ſenſe, without elegancy 
and turn, will be very little perſuafivez and 
the beſt figure in the world, without air and 
addreſs, will be very ineffectual. Some pe- 
dants may have told you, that ſound ſenſe 
and learning ſtand in need of no ornaments; 
and, to ſupport that aſſertion, elegantly quote 
the vulgar proverb, that good wine needs no 
buſh: bur, ſurely, the little experience you 
have already had of the world, muſt have 
convinced you, that the contrary of that aſ- 

2 3 : ſertion 
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ſertion is true. All thoſe accompliſhments are 
now in your Power 3 think of them, and of 
them only. I hope you frequent La Foire 8t 
Laurent, which I ſee is now open: you will 
improve more by going there with your mi- 
ſtreſs, than by ſtaying at home and reading 
reading Euclid with your geometry maſter, 
Adieu. Divertifſez vous, il nya rien de tel. 


N E a: SCART 
Greenwich, July the i5th, O. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
8 this is the laſt, or the laſt lies but 
one, that I think I all write before I 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you here, it may 
not be amiſs to prepare you a little for our in- 
terview, and for the time we ſhall paſs toge- 
ther. Before Kings and Princes meet, Mi- 
 Nifters on each fide adjuſt the important points 
of precedence, arm chairs, right hand and 
left, &c. ſo that they know previqufly what 


they are to expect, what they have to truſt to: 


and it is right they ſhould; for they commonly 
envy or hate, but moſt certainly diſtruſt, each 
other. We ſhall meet upon very different 
terms; we want no ſuch preliminaries : you 
know my tenderneſs, I know your 3 


My only object, therefore, is to make your 
ſhort ſtay with me as uſeful as I can to you; 
and yours, I hope, is to co-operate with me. 
Whether, by making it wholeſome, I ſhall 
make it pleaſant to you, 1 am not ſure. Eme- 
tics and cathartics I ſhall not adminiſter, be- 
cauſe I am ſure you do not want them : but 
for alteratives, you mult expect a great many; 
and I can tell you, that I have a number ot 
trums, which I ſhall communicate to no- 
body but yourſelf. Lo ſpeak without a me- 
taphor, I ſhall endeavour to affiſt your youth 


at the price of ſeven- and- fifty years. In order 
it to this, frequent reproofs, corrections, and 
1 admonitions, will be neceſſary: but then, I 
* promiſe you, that they fhall be in a gentle, 
n- friendly, and ſecret manner; they fhall not 
e- put you out of countenance in company, nor 
[1- out of humour when we are alone. I do not 
ts expect that at nineteen you ſhould have that 
nd knowledge of the world, thoſe manners, that 
nat dexterity, which few people have at nine - and- 
to: twenty. But Iwill endeavour to give them you; 
nly nd 1 am ſure you will endeavour to learn 
ach Wl them, as far as your youth, my experience, 


and the time we ſhall paſs together, will allow. 


you Lou may have many inaccuracies (and to be 


on. bare you have, for who has not at your age) 
My . 3 which 
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which few people will tell you of, and ſome 
nobody can tell you of but myſelf ; you may 
poſſibly have others too, which eyes leſs inte. 
reſted and leſs vigilant than mine do not 
diſcover : all thoſe you ſhall hear of, from 
one whoſe tenderneſs for you 'will excite his 
curioſity and ſharpen his penetration. The 
ſmalleſt inattention or error in manners, the 
minuteſt inelegancy of dition, the leaſt awk- 
wardneſs in your dreſs and carriage, will not 
eſcape my obſervation, nor paſs without ami. 
cable correction. Two the moſt intimate 
friends in the world can freely tell each other 
their faults, and even their crimes ; but can- 
not poſſibly tell each other of certain little weak- 
neſſes, awkwardneſſes, and blindneſſes, of ſelf- 
love; to authoriſe that unreſerved freedom, 
the relation between us is abſolutely neceſſary. 
For example, I had a very worthy friend, with 
whom I was intimate enough to tell him his n 
faults : he had but few: I told him of them; n 
he took it kindly of me, and corrected them. WM}, 
But then, he had ſome weakneſſes that IM, 
could never tell him of directly, and which v. 
he was ſo little ſenſible of himſelf, that hints 50 
of them were loſt upon him. He had a ſcrag vi 
neck, of about a yard long: notwithſtanding ere 
which, bags being in faſhion, truly be would WM). 
wear one to his wig, and did ſo; but never Be: 
. behind 
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der or the other. He took it into his head 
| too, that he muſt, occaſionally, dance mi— 


1 nuets, becauſe other people did: and he did 
18 ſo, not only extremely ill; but ſo awkward, 
he ſo disjointed, ſo ſlim, fo meagre, was his fi- 
he gure, that, had he danced as well as ever Mar- 
K- cel did, it would have been ridiculous in him 


vn | to have danced at all. I hinted theſe things 


to him as plainly as friendſhip would allow, 
and to no purpoſe : but to have told him the 
whole, ſo as to cure him, I muſt have been 
his father z which, thank God, I am not. As 
fathers commonly go, it is ſeldom a misfor- 


general run of ſons, as ſeldom a misfortune to 
exception to that rule; for I am perſuaded, 
that we would neither of us change our rela- 
tion, were it in our power. You will, I both 
hope and believe, be not only the comfort, 


vill be the ſupport, the friend, the guide, of 


vill adviſe you without private intereſt or ſe- 


F ̃ Bono at ces 
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behind him; for, upon every motion of his 
head, his bag came forwards over one ſhoul- 


tune to be fatherleſs; and, conſidering the 


be childleſs. You and I form, I believe, an 


but the pride, of my age; and, I am ſure, 1 
jour youth. Truſt me without reſerve; 1 


cet envy. Mr Harte will do ſo too: but ſtill 
there may be ſome little things proper for you 


to know, and neceflary for you to correct, 
which 
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"ak few people will tell you of, and fome 
nobody can tell you of but myſelf ; you may 
poſſibly have others too, which eyes leſs inte. 
reſted and leſs vigilant than mine do not 
diſcover : all thoſe you ſhall hear of, from 
one whoſe tenderneſs for you will excite his 
curioſity and ſharpen his penetration. The 
ſmalleſt inattention or error in manners, the 
minuteſt inelegancy of diction, the leaſt awk- 
wardneſs in your dreſs and carriage, will not 
eſcape my obſervation, nor paſs without ami- 
cable correction. Two the moſt intimate Wil 
friends in the world can freely tell each other il, 
their faults, and even their crimes ; but can- i 
not poſſibly tell each other of certain little weak- ll / 
neſſes, awkwardneſſes, and blindneſſes, of ſelt- : 
love; to authoriſe that unreſerved freedom, R 
the relation between us is abſolutely neceſſary. Ml}, 
For example, I had a very worthy friend, with e 
whom I was intimate enough to tell him bis n 
| faults : he had but few: I told him of them; WM; 
he took it kindly of me, and corrected them. be 
But then, he had ſome weakneſſes that Ib. 
could never tell him of directly, and which Mz; 
he was ſo little ſenſible of himſelf, that hint 50 
of them were loſt upon him. He had a ſcrag My; 
neck, of about a yard long: notwithſtanding 
which, bags being in faſhion, truly he would 


wear one to his wig, and Wd ſo z but never 
behind 
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behind him; for, upon every motion of bis 
head, his bag came forwards over one ſhoul- 


nuets, becauſe other people did: and he did 
ſo, not only extremely ill; but ſo awkward, 


pure, that, had he danced as well as ever Mar- 
cel did, it would have been ridiculous in him 
| to have danced at all. I hinted theſe things 
ni. Wl to him as plainly as friendſhip would allow, 


ate Wil and to no purpoſe : but to have told him the 5 


ner Wl whole, ſo as to cure him, I muſt have been 


general run of ſons, as ſeldom a misfortune to 


ar). Will be childleſs. You and I form, I believe, an 
with exception to that rule; for I am perſuaded, 
bis Bi that we would neither of us change our rela- 
em ton, were it in our power. You will, I both 
dem. Wi hope and believe, be not only the comfort, : 
at I WM but the pride, of my age; and, I am ſure, I 
hich vill be the ſupport, the friend, the guide, of 
hints hour youth. Truſt me without reſerve; I 
ſcrag vill adviſe you without private intereſt or ſe- 
wr cet envy. Mr Harte will do ſo too: but ſtill 
vou 


to know, and My {or you to correct, 
ehind which 


der or the other. He took it into his head 
too, that he muſt, occaſionally, dance mi- 


ſo disjointed, ſo flim, fo meagre, was his fi- 
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his father 3 which, thank God, I am not. As 
fathers commonly go, it is ſeldom a misfor- 
tune to be fatherleſs; and, conſidering the 
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there may be ſome little things proper for you 
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which even his ſriendſhip would not let him 

tell you of ſo freely as I ſhould ; and ſome af 
which he may poſſibly not be ſo good a judge 
of as I am, not having lived ſo much in the 
great world. 

One principal topic of our converſation will 
be, not only the purity, but the elegancy, u 
the Engliſh language; in both which you are 

very deficient. Another will be the conſtitu- 
tion of this country ; which, I believe, you 
know leſs of than of moſt other countries in 
Europe. Manners, attentions, and addreſs, 
will alſo be the frequent ſubjects of our lec- 


tures; and whatever I know, of that important 


and neceſſary art, The art of pleaſing, I wil 
unreſervedly communicate to you. Dreſs too 
(which, as things are, I can logically prove 
requires ſome attention) will not always eſcape 
our notice. 'Thus, my lectures will be more 
rarious, and in ſome reſpects more uſeful, 
than Profeflor Maſcow's; and therefore I can 
tell you that I expect to be paid for them; but, 
as poſſibly you would not care to part wit 
your ready money, and as I do not think that 
it would be quite handſome in me to accept i, 
I will compound for the payment, and take i 
in attention and practice. 
Pray remember to part with all your bin 
acquaintances, and miſtreſles if you have an,, 
1 at 
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not only willing, but impatient, to ſee you 
there again. Aſſure them of your deſire of 
returning to them; and do it in a manner 
that they may think you in earneſt, that is, 


All people ſay pretty near the ſame things, 


ou is great. Avoid however, as much as you 


in can, charging yourſelf with commiſſions, in 
eſs, pour return from hence to Paris: I know, by 


ec- experience, that they are exceedingly trouble- 
ant I ſome, commonly expenſive, and very ſeldom 


will ME atisfactory at laſt to the perſons who give 
too mem. Some you cannot refuſe, to people to 


ove Whom you are obliged, and would oblige in 


nore commiſſions, you may excuſe yourſelf from 
ful, tem with truth, by ſaying that you are to re- 


turn to Paris through Flanders, and ſee all 
thoſe great towns; which I intend you ſhall 
do, and ſtay a work or ten days at Bruſſels. 
Adieu! A good j Journey to you, if this 1s my 


im conſtant] J | 


it Paris, in ſuch a manner as may make them 


wee onction et une efpece d attendriſſement. : 


upon thoſe occaſions: it is the manner only 
that makes the difference; and that difference 


your turn; but as to common fiddle-faddle 


kit; if not, I can repeat again what 1 Wan 
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14. December the 10e, O. 8. 1755, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OU are now entered upon a ſcene of hy. 
ſineſs, where I hope you will one da 


make a figure. Uſe does a great deal, but 


care and attention mult be joined to it. The 
firſt thing neceſſary in writing letters of buſ- 
neſs, is extreme clearneſs and perſpicuity; 
every paragraph ſhould be ſo clear and unam- 


biguous, that the dulleſt fellow in the world 
May not be able to miſtake it, nor obliged to 
read it twice in order to underſtand it. This 
neceſſary clearneſs, implies a correctneſs, with- 


out excluding an elegancy, of ſtyle. 'Tropes, 


figures, antitheſes, epigrams, c. would be 


as miſplaced and as impertinent in letters of 


| buſineſs, as they are ſometimes (if judicioully 


uſed) proper and pleaſing in familiar letters 
upon common and trite ſubjects. In buſinels, 
an elegant ſimplicity, the reſult of care, not 


of labour, is required. Bulineſs muſt be well 


not affectedly, dreſſed; but by no means ne- 
gligently. Let your firſt attention be to clear: 
neis; and read every paragraph, after you have 


written it, in the critical view of diſcovering 


whether it is ; pollible that any one man can 
| mi ſtake 


W 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 277 
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miſtake the true ſenſe of it; ; and correct it ac- 
cordingly. | 

Our pronouns and relatives often create ob- 
ſcurity or ambiguity; be therefore exceedingly 
attentive to them, and take care to mark out 
with preciſion their particular relations. For 
example: Mr Johnſon acquainted me, that he 
had ſeen Mr Smith, who had promiſed him 
to ſpeak to Mr Clarke, to return him (Mr 
Johnſon) thoſe papers, which he (Mr Smith) 
had left ſometime ago with him (Mr Clarke :) 
it is better to repeat a name, though unneceſ- 
cid i farily, ten times, than to have the perſon mi- 
| to Wſt:ken once. ho, you know, is ſingly rela- 
ive to perſons, and cannot be applied to things. 
Which, and that, are chiefly relative to things, 
but not abſolutely excluſive of perſons: for 
one may ſay, The man that robbed or killed 
uch. a-· one; but it is much better to ſay, The 
man who robbed or killed. One never ſays, 
ne man or the woman which. Which and 
lat, though chiefly relative to things, cannot 
e always uſed indifferently as to things; and 
he wh muſt ſometimes determine their 
lace, For inſtance, Ihe letter which I re- 
aved from you, which you referred to in 
jour laſt, which came by Lord Albemarle's 
llenger, and which I ſhowed to ſuch-a- one; 
vould change it thus The letter that I re- 
Vor. . A a _ 8 
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laſt, that came by Lord Albemarle's meſſen. 
ger, and which I ſhowed to ſuch- a- one. 


acquaint your Lordſhip ; Permit me to aſſure 


teived from you, which you referred to in yout 


Buſineſs does not exclude (as poſſibly you 
wiſh it did) the uſual terms of politeneſs ind 
good breeding; but, on the contrary, ftridtly 
requires them: ſuch as, I have the honour to 


you; If I may be allowed to give my ofinimn, 
&c. For the Miniſter abroad, who writes t 


poſſibly to his patron, or at leaſt to one who 


| 

| 

the Miniſter at home, writes to his ſuperior fs þ 
u 

n 


he defires ſhould be ſo. 


Letters of buſineſs will not only admit of 
but be the better for, certain graces : but ther 
they muſt be ſcattered with a ſparing and 


ſkilful hand; they muſt fit their place exact N 
They muſt deeently adorn without incumberff yo 
ing, and modeſlly ſhine without glaring. Bull th 
as this is the utmoſt degree perfection in lettem is 
of buſineſs, I would not dviſe you to attemp th: 
thoſe embelliſhments, till you have firſt la wo 
your foundation well. | 
Cardinal d'Offat's letters, are the true letter ed 

of buſineſs : thoſe of Monſieur d' Avaux a out 
excellent: Sir William Temple's are vez ae 
pleaſing; but, I fear, too affected. Careſulſſſ ine 
avoid all Greek or Latin quotations 3 an tine 
ding no precedents from the virtuous Spa tale 


tat 
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tans, the polite Athenians, and the brave Ro- 
mans, Leave all that to futile pedants. No 


n 

flouriſhes, no declamation. But (I repeat it 
on MY again) there is an elegant ſimplicity and dig- 
nd MI nity of ſtyle abſolutely neceſſary for good let- 
ders of buſineſs ; attend to that careſully. Let 
- 1M your periods be harmonious, without ſeeming 
ur io be laboured; and let them not be too long, 


on, WM for that always occaſions a degree of obſcurity. 
stoß 1 ſhould not mention correct orthography, 
or Ml but that you very often fail in that particular, 
who which will bring ridicule upon you; for no 


jour hand- writing were much better: and I 
cannot conceive why it is not, ſince every man 


Neatneſs in folding up, ſealing, and directing 
your packets, is by no means to be neglected; 
though, I dare fay, you think it is. But there 
is ſomething in the exterior, even of a packet, 


worth ſome attention. 
You ſay that your time is very well employ- 


letteW©ed; and ſo it is, though as yet only in the 
ux outlines and firſt routine of buſineſs. They 
e veiQ ue previouſly neceſſary to be known; they 
reſullMW ſmoothe the way for parts and dexterity. Bu- 
; ineſs requires no conjuration nor ſupernatural 


talents, as people unacquainted with 1 it are apt 
42 2 


man is allowed to ſpell ill. I wiſh, too, that 


may certainly write whatever hand he pleaſes. 


that may pleaſe or diſpleaſe; and conſequently 
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which they do not know. Do you, on the 


with whom you are to tranſact it; and lean 


and the penſieri Aren, are neceflary. A- 
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to think. Method, diligence, and diſcretion, 
will carty a man of good ſtrong common ſenſe, 
much higher than the fineſt parts, without 
them, can do. Par negotiis, neque ſupra, is 
the true character of a man of buſineſs: but 
then it implies ready attention, and no abſences; 
and a flexibility and verſatility of attention 
from one object to another, without being en· 


groſſed by any one. 


Be upon your guard againſt the pedantry and 
affectation of buſineſs, which young people 
are apt to fall into, from the pride of being 
concerned in it young. They look thoughtful, 
complain of the weight of buſineſs, throw out 
myſterious hints, and ſeem big with ſecrets 


contrary, never talk of buſineſs, but to thoſe 


to ſeem vacuus and idle, when you have the 
moſt buſineſs. Of all things, the wvolto ſciolts, 


dieu. 


— 
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1 December the zoth, O. 8. 1151, 
My DEAR FRIEND, 


HE Parliaments are the courts of juſtice 
of France, and. are what our courts of 


Ju 
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juſtice in Weſtminſter-Hall are here. They 


uſed anciently to follow the Court, and ad- 


miniſter juſtice in the preſence of the King. 
Philip le Bel firſt fixed it at Paris, by an edict 
of 1302. It conſiſted then of but one chambre, 


which was called La Chambre des Prelats, moſt 


of the members being eccleſiaſtics; but the 


multiplicity of buſineſs made it by degrees 


neceſſary to create ſeveral other chambres : it 
conſiſts now of ſeven chambres. 
La Grand Chambre; which is the higheſt 


court of juſtice, and to which appeals Le from 


the others. 


Les Cing chambres des 3 ; which are 


like our Common Fes and Court of Exche- 
quer. 


La Tournelle ; which is the Court 1 cri- 


minal juſtice, and anſwers to our Old Bailey 
and King's Bench. ns 

There are, in all, twelve Parliaments in 
France. 

I. Paris. 
Ho Toulouſe... 

3. Grenoble. 
4. Bourdeaux. 
5. Dijon. 
6. Rouen. 
7. Aix en Provence. 
8. Rennes en Bretagne. 
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9. Pau en Navarre. 
12 Metz. 
11. Dole en Franche Comte. 
12. Douay. 
There are three Conſeils fouverains, which 


may almoſt be called Parliaments z they are 


choſe of - 
Perpignan. 

Arras. 

Alſace. 

For further particulars of the French Par: 


N Haments, read Bernard de la Rochefavin des 
Parlemens de France, and other authors, who 


have treated that ſubject conſtitutionally. But 
what will be ſtill better, converfe upon it with 
people of ſenſe and knowledge, who will in- 


form you of the particular objects of the ſeve- 
ral chambres, and the buſineſſes of the reſpec: 


tive members, as, les Prẽ ſidens, les Preſiden: 
a Mortier (theſe laſt ſo called from their black 
velvet caps laced with gold), les Maitres des 


Requetes, les Greffiers, le Procureur General, 


les Avocats Generaux, les Conſeillers, G. 


The great point in diſpute is, concerning the 
powers of the Parhament of Paris, in matters 
of ſtate, and relatively to the Crown. They 
pretend to the powers of the States- General 
of France, when they uſed to be aſſembled 


(which, I think, they have not been ſince the 
reits 
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reign of Lewis the XIII, in the year 1615.) 
The Crown denies thoſe pretenſions, and con- 


ſiders them only as courts of juſtice. Mezeray 


ſeems to be on the ſide of the Parliament in 


this queſtion, which is very well worth your 
inquiry. But, be that as it will, the Parlia- 


ment of Paris is certainly a very reſpectable 
body, and much regarded by the whole king- 
dom. The edits of the Crown, eſpecially 


thoſe for levying money on the ſubjects, ought 
to be regiſtered in Parliament; I do not ſay, 
to have their effect, for the Crown would take 
good care of thatz but to have a decent ap- 
pearance, and to procure a willing acquieſ- 


cence in the nation. And the Crown itſelf, 


abſolute as it is, does not love that ſtrong op- 


poſition, and thoſe admirable remonſtrances, 


which it ſometimes meets with from the Par- 


laments. Many of thoſe detached pieces are 


very well worth your collecting: and I re- 
member, a year or two ago, a remonſtrance 


of the Parliament of Douay, upon the ſubject, 
as I think, of the vingtieme; which was, in 


my mind, one of the fineſt and moſt moving 


compoſitions I ever read. They owned them- 


ſelves, indeed, to be ſlaves, and ſhowed their 


chains; but humbly begged of his Majeſty 
© make them a little lighter and leſs galling. 


The States of France were general aſſem- 
blies 
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blies of the three ſtates or orders of the king. 
dom: the Clergy; the Nobility ; and the Trier 
Etat, that is, the people. They uſed to be 
called together by the King, upon the moſt 
important affairs of ſtate; like our Lords and 
Commons in parhament, and our Clergy in 
convocation. Our Parhament 1s our States, 
and the French Parliaments are only their 
courts of juſtice, The nobility eonſiſted of 
all thoſe of noble extraction, whether belong: 
ing to the ſword or to the robe ; excepting 
ſuch as were choſen (which ſometimes hap- 
pencd) by the Tiers Etat, as their deputies to 
the States-General. The Tiers Etat was ex- 
actly our Houſe of Commons, that is, the g 
people repreſented by deputies of their own Ml 
chuſing. Thoſe who had the moſt conſidera - WM ; 
ble places dans la robe, aſſiſted at thoſe al. 
ſemblics, as commiſſioners on the part of the 
Crown. The States met, for the firſt time Ic 
that I can find, (I mean by the name of Let 
Etats) in the reign of Pharamond, 424, when 
they confirmed the Saliclaw. From that time 
they have been very frequently affembled; 
lometimes upon important occaſions, as ma- 
king war and peace, reforming abuſes, &c. 
at other times, upon ſeemingly trifling ones, 
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AS (oro nations, marriages, Gc. Francis the 
i Ficft aſſembled them, f in 1 45205 to declare null Ne 
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and void his famous treaty of Madrid, ſigned 
and ſworn to by him during his captivity 
there. They grew troubleſome to the Kings 
and to their Miniſters, and were but ſeldom 
called after the power of the Crown grew 
ſtrong; a and they have never been heard of 
ſince the year 1615. Richelieu came and 
ſhack!-d the nation, and Mazarin and Lewis 
the XIVin riveted the ſhackles. 
There ftili ſubſiſt in ſome provinces in 
France, which are called Pais d'Etats, an 
humble local imitation, or rather mimickry, of 
the great Etats, as in Languedoc, Bretagne, &c. 
They meet, they ſpeak, they grumble, and 
finally ſubmit to whatever the King orders. 
Independently of the intrinſic utility-of this 
kind of knowledge to every man of buſineſs, 
it is a ſhame for any man to be ignorant of it, 
eſpecially relatively to any country he has been 
long 1 in. Adieu. 


LETTER COXXXV. 


London; January the 10, 0. 8. 175. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


 AZINESS of mind; or inattention, are 
as great enemies to knowledge, as in- 
capacity; for, in truth, what difference is 
there 
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there between a man who will not, and a man 
who cannot, be informed? This difference 


only, that the former is juſtly to be blamed, 


the latter to be pitied. And yet how many 
are there, very capable of receiving know- 
ledge, who from lazineſs, inattention, and 
incuriouſneſs, will not ſo much as aſk for it, 
much leſs take the leaſt pains to acquire it, 

Our young Engliſh travellers generally di- 


ſtinguiſn themſelves by a voluntary privation 


of all that uſeful knowledge for which they 
are ſent abroad: and yet at that age, the moſt 


_ uſeful knowledge is the moſt eaſy to be ac- 


quired; converſation being the book, and the 
beit book, in which it is contained. The 


drudgery of dry grammatical learning is over, 


and the fruits of it are mixed with and adorn- 


ed by the flowers of converfation. How many 


of our young men have been a year at Rome, 
and as long at Paris, without knowing the 
meaning and inſtitution of the Conclave in 


the former, and of the Parliament in the lat- 
ter? and this merely for want of aſking the 
firit people they met with in thoſe ſeveral 
Places, who. could at leaſt have given them 


ſome general notions of thoſe matters. 
You will, I hope, be wiſer, and omit no op- 
portunity (for opportunities preſent themſelves 


_ every hour in the day) of acquainting yourſelf 


with 


wo OS 
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with all thoſe political and conſtitutional par- 
ticulars of the kingdom and government of 
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5 France. For inſtance ;*when you hear people A 
mention le Chancelier, or le Garde des Sgeauæx, ny 

R is it any great trouble for you to aſk, or for - 1 
d others to tell you, what 1s the nature, the Y 
A powers, the objects, and the profits, of thoſe 1 
two employments, either when joined toge- Nt 
i ther, as they often are, or when ſeparate, as ; f 
n they are at preſent ? When you hear of a bf 
y Couverneur, a Lieutenant de Roi, a Command- 1 
lt ant, and an Intendant, of the fame province; 4 
” is it not natural; is it not becoming, is it not 0 
* neceſſary, for a ſtranger to inquire into their 1 
he reſpective rights and privileges? And yet I 
T, dare ſay there are very few Engliſhmen who if 
n- know the difference between the civil depart- 3 
ny ment of the Intendant, and the military 14 


je, powers of the others. When you hear (as 1 
he am perſuaded you mult), every day, of the 
in Vingtiéme, which is one in twenty, and con- 
t- MW fequently five per cent. inquire upon what 
he WI that tax is laid, whether upon lands, money, 
ral T merchandize, or upon all three; how levied; 
m and what it is ſuppoſed to produce. When 
you find in books (as you will ſometimes) al- 
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luſion to particular laws and cuſtoms, do not j j 
reſt till you have traced them up to their 11 
ſource. To give you two examples: You will i 


meet, 2 
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meet, in ſome French comedies, Cri, or Cia- 


meur de Haro; alk what it means, and yoy 
will be told that it is a term of the law in 
Nor mandy, and means citing, arreſting, or 
obliging any perſon to appear in the courts of 
Juſtice, either upon a civil or a criminal ac- 


count; and that it is derived from à Raoul: 


which Raoul was anciently duke of Norman- 
dy, and a Prince eminent for his juſtice; in- 
ſomuch that, when any injuſtice was commit. 


ted, the cry immediately was, Venes à Raoul, 
a Raoul which words are now corrupted and 
jumbled into Haro. Another, Le vol du Cha- 
pon ; that is, a certain diſtrict of ground im- 
mediately contiguous to the manſion-ſeat of a 


family, and anſwers to what we call, in En- 


gliſh, demeſnes. It is in France computed at 


about 1600 feet round the houſe, that being 
ſuppoſed to be the extent of the capon's flight 


from la baſſe cour. This little diſtrit muſt 


do along with the manſion-ſeat, however the 


reſt of the eſtate may be divided. 
I do not mean that you ſhould be a French 
lawyer; but I would not have you be unac- 


quainted with the general principles of their 
law, in matters that occur every day. Such 
is the nature of their deſcents; that is, the in- 


heritance of lands: Do they all go to the 


eldeſt ſon, or are they equally divided among 
the 


= ©® 


art 
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the children of the deceaſed ? In England, all 
lands unſettled deſcend to the eldeſt ſon, as 
heir at law, unleſs otherwiſe diſpoſed of by 
the father's will ; except in the county of 
Kent; where a particular cuſtom prevails, 
called Gavel- Kind; by which, if the father 
dies inteſtate, all his children divide his lands 
equally among them. In Germany, as you 
know, all lands that are not fiefs are equal- 
- hy divided among all the children, which 
þ ruins thoſe families; but all made fiefs of the 
d Wl empire deſcend unalienably to the next male 
* heir, which preſerves thoſe families. In 
n- France, 1 believe, ee vary in different 
{a Wl provinces. 


ne The nature of marriage- contracts deſerves 
at inquiry. In England, the general practice 
ng is, the huſband takes all the wife's fortune; 
zht and, in conſideration of it, ſettles upon her a 
ult proper pin-money, as it is called; that is, an 
the WE annuity during his life, and a jointure after 
bis death. In France it is not fo, particularly 
ach Wit Paris, where la communaute des biens is 
ac- eſtablihed. Any married woman at Paris (if 
cir WW" are acquainted with one) can inform you 
uch Wot all theſe particulars. pes. 
in- Theſe and other things of the ſame nature, 


the {Wie the uſeful and rational obje le of the cu- 


ong {Wivlty of a man of ſenſe and buſineſs, Could 
the Vor. III. B b they 
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they only be attained by laborious refearches in 
folio books and worm-eaten mariuſcripts, 1 
ſhould not wonder at a young fellow's being 
ignorant of them; but as they are the frequent 
topics of converſation, and to be known by a 
very little degree of curiofity, inquiry, and 
attention, it 1s "IEEE riot to know 
them. N 
Thus I have given you ſome hints 2 for 
your inquiries; PEtat de la France, L' Alma- 
nach Royal, and twenty other ſuch ſuperficial 
books, will furniſh you with a thouſand more, 
Approfondiſſez. 
How often, and how juſtly, have 1 ſinee re. 
gretted negligences of this kind in my youth! 
And how often have I ſince been at great 
trouble to learn many things, which I could 
then have learned without any! Save yourſelf 
now, then, I beg of you, that regret and trouble 
hereafter. Aſk queſtions, and many que- 
ſions, and leave nothing till you are thorough 
ly informed of it. Such pertinent queſtions 
are far from being 1ll-bred, or troubleſome to 
thoſe of whom you aſk them: on the contrary, 
they are a tacit compliment to their know- 
| ledge ; and people have a better opinion of a 
young man, when they ſee him deſirous to be 
informed, 


; have, by laſt poſt, reecived | your two let. 
ters 


„ SS Ow ac ao. a. a> 


LE ERS TO HIS SON. 291 


ters of the 1 and g® January, N. 8. Iam 


very glad that you have been at all the ſhows 
at Verſailles: frequent the Courts. I can 
conceive the murmurs of the French at the 
, poorneſs of the fire-works, by which they 
a Wl thought their King or their country degraded; 
" and, in truth, were things always as they ſhould 
be, when Kings give ſhows, they ought to be 
or magnificent. | | 5 
x I thank you for the Thiſa de la Sorbonne, 
al which you intend to ſend me, and which I am 
te. inpatient to receive. But pray read it care- 


fully yourſelf firſt ; and inform yourſelf what 
% ſthe Sorbonne is, by whom punded, and for 
what purpoſes. 
_ Since you have time, you have done very 
ald yell to take an Italian and a German maſter; 
ſelf WM but pray take care to leave yourſelf time 
enough for company: for it is in company 
only that you can learn what will be much 
more uſeful to you than either Italian or Ger- 
man; I mean la politeſſe, les manieres, et les 
graces ; without which, as 1 told you long 
ago, and I told yon true, ni | fatica e vana. 
Adieu. 


Pray, make any compliycats to Lady Brown. 
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C1 2 3b CCXXXVI. 
den, January the 6th, 0.8. 1754, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
RECOMMENDED to you, in my laſt, ſome 
inquiries into the conſtitution of that fa- 
mous ſociety the Sorbonne: but as I cannot 
wholly truſt to the diligence of thoſe inquiries, 
I will give you here the out- lines of that e- 
_ Rabliſhment ; which may poſſibly excite you 
to inform yourſelf of particulars, that you are 
more à porte to know than I am. 
It was founded by Robert de Sorbon, in the 
year 1256, for ſixteen poor ſcholars in divini- 
ty; four of each nation, of the univerſity of 
which it made a part: fince that, it hath been 
much extended and enriched, eſpecially by 
the liberality and pride of Cardinal Richelieu; 
who made it a magnificent building, for ſix- 
and-thirty doctors of that ſociety to live in; 
beſides which, there are ſix profeſſors and 
ſchools for divinity. This ſociety hath been 
long famous for theological knowledge and 
exercitations. There unintelligible points are 
debated with paſſion, though they can never 
be determined by reaſon. Logical ſubtilties 
ſet common ſenſe at defiance ; and myſtical 
| reſinements ene and diſguiſe the native 
youu 


0! 
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beauty and ſimplicity of true natural religion-: 
wild imaginations form ſyſtems, which weak 
minds ad opt implicitly, and which ſenſe and- 
reaſon oppoſe in vain; their voice is not 
ſtrong en ough to be heard in ſchools of divi- 
nity. Political views are by no means ne- 
glected in thoſe ſacred places; and queſtions 
are agitated and decided, according to the de- 


gree of regard, or rather ſubmiſſion, which 
. the Sovereign is pleaſed to ſhow the Church. 
u Is the King a ſlave to the church, though a ty- 
re rant to the laity ? the leaſt reſiſtance to his 
| will ſhall be declared damnable. But if he 
ge vill not acknowledge the ſuperiority of their 
ji. ſpiritual over his temporal, nor even admit 
of their imperium in imperio, which is the leaſt: 


they will compound for, it becomes merito- 
rious, not only to reſiſt, but to depoſe him. 
And I ſuppoſe, that the bold propoſitions in. 

| the Theſis you mention, are a return for the 
valuation of /es biens du Clergẽ. 

I would adviſe you, by all means, to attend 
two or three of their public diſputations, in 
order to be informed both of the manner and 
the ſubſtance of thoſe ſcholaſtic exerciſes. Pray 
remember to go to all ſuch kind of things. Do 
not put it off, as one is too apt to do things 
which one knows can be done every day, 
or any day; for one afterwards repents ex- 

B b 3 tremely, 
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But there is another {ſo called) religious 


ſociety, of which the mmuteſt circumſtance 
deſerves attention, and furniſhes great matter 
for uſeful reflections. You eaſily gueſs that! 


mean the ſociety of les R. R. P. P. Feſuites, 


eſtabliſhed but in the year 1540, by a Bull of 
Pope Paul IH. Its progreſs, and I may ſay 
its victories, were more rapid than thoſe of 


the Romans; for within the ſame century it 
governed all Europe, and in the next it ex- 


tended its influence over the whole world, 
Its founder was an abandoned profligate Spa- 
nin officer, Ignatius Loyola; who in the year 


1521, being wounded in the leg at the fiege. 
of Pampelona, went mad from the ſmart of 
his wound, the reproaches of his conſcience, 


and his confinement, during which he read 


the Lives of the Saints. Conſciouſneſs of 
guilt, a fiery temper, and a wild imagination, 
the common ingredients of enthuſiaſm, made 
this madman devote himſelf to the particular 


ſervice of the Virgin Mary ; whoſe knight- 


errant he declared himſelf, in the very ſame 
form in which the old knights-errant in ro- 
mances uſed to declare.themſelves the knights 
and champions of certain beautiful and incom- 


| Pal able PI inceſſes, whom ſom et} mes th ey had, 


FE. | but 
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but oftener had not, ane for Dulcinea del 
Toboſo was by no means the firſt Princeſs 
whom her faithful and valorous knight had 
never ſeen in his life. The enthuſiaſt went 


5 to the Holy Land; from whence he returned 
I to Spain, where he began to learn Latin and 


1 Philoſophy at three - and - thirty years old, ſo 
of that no doubt but he made a bst rogge in 
ay both. The better to carry on his mad and 
of wicked deſigns, he choſe four Diſciples, .or 


it rather Apoſtles, all Spaniards, viz. Laynes, 
WH Salmeron, Bobadilla, and [Rodriguez. He 
then compoſed the rules and conſtitutions of 


of Jeſus in Rome, which was given them. 
Ignatius died in 1556, aged ſixty five, thirty- 


years after the eſtabliſhment of his lociety. 
doubtleſs now a ſaint in heaven. 


fociety are to be deteſted, as they juſtly are; 
tie wiſdom of their political principles is as 
juſtly to be admired. Suſpected, collectively 
3 an Order, of the greateſt crimes, and con- 
victed of many, they have either eſcaped pu- 
nihment, or triumphed after it; as in France, 


his Order; which, in the year 1547, was 
called the Order of Jeſuits, from the.church 
tive years after his converſion, and Gxteen - 
He was canonized in the year 1609, and is 


If the religious and moral principles of this 
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realy or indirectly, governed the conſcience 
and the counſels of all the Catholic Princes 


in Europe: they almoſt governed China, in 
the reign of Cang-ghi; and they are now ac. 
tually in poſſeſſion of the Paraguay 1 in Ame- 
rica, pretending, but paying no obedience 


to the Crown of Spain. As a colleCtive body, 


they are deteſted even by all the Catholics, 
not excepting the clergy, both ſecular and re. 
gular; and yet, as individuals, they are loved, 
reſpected, and they govern wherever they are. 


Two things, I believe, chiefly contribute 
to their ſucceſs. The firſt, That paſſive, im- 
plicit, unlimited obedience to their General 
(who always reſides at Rome), and to the Su- 


periors of their ſeveral houſes, appointed by 


him. This obedience is obſerved by them 
all, to a moſt aſtoniſhing degree; and, I be- 


lieve, there is no one ſociety. in the world, 
of which ſo many individuals ſacrifice their 


private intereſt to the general one of the ſo 


ciety itſelf. The ſecond is, The education of 


youth, which they have in a manner engrol- 


| ſed; there they give the firſt, and the firſt are 


the laſting impreſſions: thoſe impreſſions are 
always calculated to be favourable to the ſo- 


ciety. I have known many Catholics, educated 
by the Jeſuits, who, though they deteſted the 
: ſociety from reaſon and knowledge, have al 


ways 
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of the art of plealing, and ttudy 1 tt more; they 
become all things to all men, in order to gain, 
rot a few, but many. In Aſia,” Africa, and 
America, they become more than half Pagans, 
in order to convert the Pagans to be lefs than 
Co half Chriſtians. | In private families they be- 
& gin by inſinuating themſelves as friends, they 
re. grow to be favourites, and they end directors. 


te Their manners are not like thoſe of any other 


m- Wl Regulars in the world; but gentle, polite, 


ral Wl and engaging. They are carefully bred up 


zu - WM to that particular deſtination, to which they 
one ſees moſt Jeſuits excel in ſome particular 


thing. They even breed up ſome for martyr- 
dom, in caſe of need; as the Superior of a 


tirio, ſe biſogna. 


neſt preacher I ever heard in my life is le 


at Paris, and is ſo much in the beſt company, 


wa)» il „ 


ways remained attached to it from habit and 
prejudice. The Jeſuits know, better than 
any ſet of people in the world, the! importance 


ſeem to have a natural turn; for which reaſon 


ſeſuit ſeminary at Rome told Lord Boling- 
broke. Ed abbiamo anche martiri per 10 mar- 


Inform yourſelf minutely of every thing 
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concerning this extraordinary eſtabliſhment: 
$0 into their houſes, get acquainted with in- 
lividuals, hear ſome of them preach. The 


Pere Neufville, who, I believe, preaches ſill 
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much ill believed, and that ſtill not only ſub. 
ſiſts, but flouriſhes, muſt be a very able one. 1 
It is always mentioned as a proof of the ſupe· WW , 
| 


peculiarities, which one can be much better 


_ wards. While you are in Catholic countries 
inform yourſelf of all the forms and ceremo- 
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that you may eaſily get perſonally acquainted 


with him. | 
If you would know their morale, read Pal. 
chal's Lettres Provinciales, in which it i 
very truly diſplayed from their own writings, 
Upon the whole, this is certain, that a ſo. , 
cicty, of which ſo little good is ſaid, and f 


rior abilities of the Cardinal Richelieu, that, 
though bated by all the nation, and ſtill more 
by his maſter, he kept his power in {pigat of | 


r q 


I would comatily wiſh you to do every thing d; 


now, which I wiſh that I had done at your 


age, and did not do. Every country has its 


informed of during one's reſidence there, than f 
by reading all the books in the world after. 


nies of that tawdry church: ſee their convents 

both of men and women, know their ſeveral 
rules and orders, attend theit moſt remarkable 
ceremonies; have their terms of art explained; 


to you, their tierce, ſexte, nones, mating 


vepres, complies; their breviares, Troaires 
heures, chapelets, agnus, &c. ; things that ma! 
Th ny 
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ny people talk of from habit, dh few know 
the true meaning of any one of them. Con- 


0 verſe with, and ſtudy the characters of, ſome 
Wl of thoſe incarcerated enthuſiaſts. Frequent 
« ſome parloirs, and fee the air and manners of 
q 


thoſe Recluſe, who are a diſtinct nation them- 
ſelves, and like no other. 

b I dined yeſterday with Mrs F. — d, her 
ne. mother and huſband. He is an erte Hi- 
de. bernian, handſome in his perſon, but exceſ- 
wh fvely awkward and vulgar in his air and man- 
or” Ener. She inquired much after you, and, I 


t of thought, with intereſt. I anſwered her as a 


oszano ſhould do. Et je prinai votre ten- 
108 g areſe, vos ſoins, et vos ſoupiers. 


you When you meet with any Britiſh returning. 
s ita do their own country, pray ſend me by them | 
etter 


than 


: font du bruit ou du Plaiſi ir a Paris. Adieu, 
iter» | 1 


child. 


tries, 

emo — . 
vents 1 | | yu | 
mT Tt cexxxvt 
kable | 
ll | London, label the 23d, 0. 8. 1752. 
une u DEAR FRIEND, 

n Ave you ſeen the new tragedy of Varen, 
a and what do you think of it: Let me 
* know, for [ am determined to form my taſte 


* 8 
— —.. ... ... ß 
- morpn: ay e — —— — 2 
— — — — —— — . 


ay little brochures, fattums, theſes, &c. qui 
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upon yours. I hear that the ſituations and in. 
cidents are well brought on, and the cata. 
ſtrophe unexpected and ſurpriſing, but the 
verſes bad. I ſuppoſe it is the ſubject of all the 
converſations at Paris, where both women and 
men are judges and critics of all ſuch perform. 
ances: ſuch converſations, that both form and 
improve the taſte and whet the judgment, are 
ſurely preferable to the converſations of our Ml 
mixed companies here; which, if they hap- | 
pen to riſe above bragg and whilſt, infallibly WI | 
ſtop ſhort of every thing either pleaſing or in- 
 ſtrutive. I take the reaſon of this to be, that MI | 
(as women generally give the tone to the con-: 
verſation) our Engliſh women are not near ſoil { 
well informed and cultivated as the French; Ml | 
beſides that they are S; more ſerious f 
and ſilent. 
I could with there were a treaty wade * h 
tween the French and the Engliſh theatres, WM 1c 
in which both parties ſhould make conſiderable WF « 
_ conceſſions. The Englith ought to give up 
their notorious violations of all the unities; jr 
and all their maſſacres, racks, dead bodies, Ve 
and mangled carcaſes, which they ſo frequently M th 
_ Exhibit upon their ſtage. The French ſhould yy; 
engage to have more action, and leſs decla-W co 
mation; and not to cram and crowd things to- 0 


gether, to almoſt a degree of impoſſibility, d 
from 
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from a too ſcrupulous adherence to the unities. 
The Engliſh ſhould reſtrain the licentiouſneſs 
of their poets, and the French enlarge the li- 
berty of theirs: their poets are the greateſt 
ſlaves in their country, and that is a bofd 


in England, and that is ſaying a good deal. 


ſee a play, in which one ſhould not be lulled 
to ſleep by the length of a monotonical decla- 
mation, nor frightened and ſhocked by the 
bacbarity of the action: the unity of time 


on- and the unity of place broke into, as far as the 
- {ol fame ſtreet, or ſometimes the ſame town ; 


ch; both which, I will affirm, are as probable, as 


four and twenty hours, and the ſame room. 
More indulgence too, in my mind, ſhould 
be ſhown, than the French are willing to al- 


be- 
tres, 


-able 


2 up 


ties; in all the violence of grief, love, rage, Oc. 


dies, yet I can as well ſuppoſe that, as I can that 
ently they ſhould talk to themſelves for half an hour, 
ould which they muſt neceſſarily do, or no tragedy 
lecla · ¶ could be carried on, unleſs they had recourſe 
85 * to a much greater abſurdity, the choruſſes of 
bilit the ancients, Tragedy is of a nature, that 


from Vor. III. e one 


vord; ours are the moſt tumultuous ſubjects 


Under ſuch regulations, one might hope to 


extended occaſionally to three or four days, 


low, to bright thoughts, and to ſhining ima- 
ges; for though I confeſs it is not very natu- 
ral for a Hero or a Princeſs to ſay fine things 
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one muſt ſee it with a degree of ſelf- deception 


(nor is it the leaſt neceſſary in Comedy) te 
| ſuppoſe a dull rogue of an uſurer cheating ot 
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we muſt lend ourſelves, a little, to the delu. 


ſion; and I am very willing to carry that com: 
plaiſance a little farther than the French do. 


Tragedy muſt be ſomething bigger than life, 


or it would not affect us. In nature the moſt 
violent paſſions are ſilent; in Tragedy they 
muſt ſpeak, and ſpeak with dignity too. 
Hence the neceſſity of their being written in 


verſe, and, unfortunately for the French, 
from the weakneſs of their language, in 
rhymes. And for the ſame reaſon, Cato 


| the Stoic, expiring at Utica, rhymes maſcu: 
line and feminine, at Paris; and fetches his laſt 


breath at London, in moſt harmonious and 
correct blank verſe. 

It is quite otherwiſe with Comedy, which 
ſhould be mere common life, and not one jot 


bigger. Every character ſhould ſpeak upon 
the ſtage, not only what it would utter in the 
ſituation there repreſented, but in the ſame 
manner in which it would expreſs it. Fot 
which reaſon, I cannot allow rhymes in Co- 
meqdy, unleſs they were put into the mouth, 


and came out of the mouth, of a mad poet. 
But it is impoſſible to deceive one's ſelf enough 


BR 
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gros Jean blundering, in the fineſt bun in 
the world. = 
As for Operas, they are eſſentially too ab- 
ſurd and extravagant to mention: I look upon 
them as a magic ſcene, contrived to pleaſe the 
eyes and the ears at the expence of the under- 
ſtanding ; and I conſider ſinging, rhyming, 
and chiming Heroes and Princeſſes and Phi— 
in loſophers, as I do the hills, the trees; the 
h, birds, and the beaſts, who amicably joined 
in in one common country - dance, to the irreſiſti- 
io Wl ble tune of Orpheus's lyre. Whenever I go 
u: Wl to an Opera, I leave my ſenſe and reaſon at 
aſt T the door with my half guinea, and deliver 
nd WM myſelf up to my eyes and my ears. 
Thus I have made you my poetical confeſ: 
ich bon; in which I have acknowledged as many 
ſins againſt the eſtabliſhed taſte in both coun- 
tries, as a frank heretic could have owned a- 


ie gainit the eſtabliſhed church in either: but 1 
ame am now privileged by my age to taſte and 
For {MW tbink for myſelf, and not to care what other 


people think of me in thoſe reſpects; an ad- 


uth, MW vantage which youth, among its many advan» | 
poet. tages, hath not. It muſt occaſionally and 
zugh Wl outwardly conform, to a certain degree, to 


eſtabliſbed taſtes, faſhions, and deciſions. A 
young man may, with a becoming modeſty, 
uf len, in private companies, from public 0 
| Cc2 pinions 
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pinions and prejudices : but he muſt not at- 
tack them with warmth, nor magillerially ſet 
up his own ſentiments againſt them. Endea- 
your to hear and know all opinions; receive 
them with complaiſance ; form your own with 
coolneſs, and give it with modeſty. 
have received a letter from Sir John Lam- 


bert, in which he requeſts me to uſe my in- 


tereſt to procure him the remittance of Mr 
Spencer's money, when he goes abroad ; and 
alſo deſires to know to whoſe account he is to 
place the poſtage of my letters. I do not 
trouble him with a letter in anſwer, ſince you 
can execute the commiſſion. Pray make my 
compliments to him, and aſſure him, that J 
will do all I can to procure him Mr Spencer's 
| buſineſs; but that his moſt effectual way will 
be by Mefiis Hoare, who are Mr Spencer's 
caſhiers, and who will, undoubtedly, have 
their choice whom they will give him his cre- 
dit upon. As for the poſtage of the letters, 
your purſe and mine being pretty near the 
ſame, do you pay it over and above 5 next 
draught. 
Tour relations, the Princes B * * * * NF will 
ſoon be with you at Paris; for they leave Low 
don this week: whenever you converſe with 
them, I deſire it may be in Italian; that lan- 


guage not being yet familiar enough to 12 
j 


—— —— — o 
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By our printed papers, there ſeems to be a 
fort of compromiſe between the King and the 
Parliament, with regard to the affairs of the 
hoſpitalss by taking them out of the hands of 
the Archbiſhop of Paris, and placing them in 
Monſieur d' Argenſon's: if this be true, that 
compromiſe, as it is called, is clearly a victory 
on the ſide of the Court, and a defeat on the 
part of the Parliament; for if the Parliament 
had a right, they had it as much to the exclu- 
fon of Monſieur d*Argenſon as 0 the Arch- 


PEW. Adieu. 


— — — 


'L E T T E N CCXXXVIII. 
e London, February the 6th, O. S. 1754. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
OUR criticiſm of Yaron is ſtrictiy juſt; 
but, in truth, ſevere. You French cri- 
ics ſeek for a fault as eagerly as I do fora 
beauty: you conſider things in the worſt light, 
to ſhow your ſkill, at the expence of your plea- 
lure; I view them in the beſt, that I may have 
more pleaſure, though at the expence of my 
judgment. A trompeur trompeur et demi is 
prettily ſaid 3 and if you pleaſe, you may call 
Varen, un Normand, and Seſtrate, un Man- 
eau qu vaut un Normand et demi ; and, con- 
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ſidering the denouement, in the light of trick 
upon trick, it would undoubtedly be below 
the dignity of the buſkin, and fitter for the 
ſock. e 
But let us ſee if we cannot bring off the au- 
thor. The great queſtion, upon which all 
turns, is to diſcover and aſcertain who Cleonce 
really is. There are doubts concerning her 
ctat; how ſhall they be cleared? Had the 
truth been extorted from YVaron (who alone 
knew) by the rack, it would have been a true 
tragical denovement, But that would probably 
not have done with Varon, who is repreſented 
as 4 bold, determined, wicked, and at that 
time deſperate, fellow; for he was in the hands 
of an enemy, who he knew could not forgive 
him with common prudence or ſafety. The 
rack would therefore have extorted no truth 
from him; but he would have died enjoying 
the doubts of his enemies, and the confuſion WM 
that mult neceſſarily attend thoſe doubts. 4 
ſtratagem is therefore thought of, to diſcover Wl 
what force and terror could not; and the ſtra- 
tagem ſuch as no King or Miniſter would dil- 
dain, to get at an important diſcovery, If you 
call that ſtratagem a trick, you viliſy it and 
make it comical; but callthat trick a ſfratagen, 
or a mea/ure, and you dignify it up to trage- 
dy: fo frequently do ridicule or dignity turn 
= | . upon 
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upon one ſingle word. It is commonly ſaid, 
and more particularly by Lord Shafteſbury, 


e That ridicule is the beſt teſt of truth, for that 
: it will not ſtick where it is not juſt. I deny 


1- it, A truth learned in a certain light, and 
ll attacked in certain words, by men of wit and 
ce humour, may, and often doth, become ridi- 


er culous; at leaſt ſo far, that the truth is only 
remembered and repeated for the ſake of the 
ndicule. The overturn of Mary of Medicis 
into a river, where ſhe was half drowned, 
would never have been remembered, if Ma- 
dame de Vernueil, who ſaw it, had not ſaid /a 
Reine boit, Pleaſure or malignity often gives 
ridicule a weight, which it does not deſerve, 
The verification, I muſt confeſs, is too much 
neglected, and too often bad : but, upon the 
whole, I read the play with pleafure. 

If there is but a great deal of wit and cha- 
rafter in your new comedy, I will readily 
compound for its having little or no plot. L 
chiefly mind dialogue and Character in co- 
medies. Let dull critics feed upon the car- 
cales of plays; give. me the taſte and the dreſ- 
lng. 

1 am very glad you went to Verſailles, to. 
ke the ceremony of creating the Prince de 
Conde Chevalier de POrdre; and I do not 
doubt but that, upon this occaſion, you in- 
formed 


ths 
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7 flight, ſrom Poland: he took the hint of it at 


der the protection of St Nicholas de Bari, 


of this Order, like the other knights; and 
What is very ſingular is, that theſe officers 
frequently ſell their employments, but obtain 
leave to wear the blue ribbon ſtill, though the 
purchaſers of thoſe offices wear it alſo. 


France, people will expect that you ſhould be 


formed yourſelf thoroughly of the inſtitution 
and rules of that Order. If you did, you were 
certainly told, it was inſtituted by Henry III. 
immediately after his return, or rather his 


Venice; where he had ſeen the original ma. 
nuſcript of an Order of the St E/prit, ou droit 
deſir, which had been inſtituted in 1352, by 


Louis d' Anjou, King of Jeruſalem and Sicily, , 
and huſband to Jane Queen of Naples, | 


Counteſs of Provence. This Order was un- 


whoſe image hung. to the collar. Henry III. 


found the Order of St Michael proſtituted and 


fv 
degraded during the civil wars: he therefore g 
joined it to his new Order of the St Eſprit, Nes 


and gave them both together; for which rea. 7 


ſon every knight of the St Eſprit is now called BM 


Chevalier des Ordres du Roi. The number of Nx 


the knights hath been different; but is now Wh 
fixed to one hundred, exclulive of the ſovereign. 
There are many officers, who wear the ribbon 


As you will have been a great while 18 


al 
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that country. But the hiſtory of all che Or- 
ders of all countries is well worth your know- 
ledge ; the ſubject occurs often, and one 
ſhould not be ignorant of it, for fear of zvme 
ſuch accident as happened to a folid Dane at 


n- from any important events, or directed to any 


ri; great object; but becauſe they will have Or- 


II. bers, to ſhow that they may; as ſome of them, 


nd Wl who have the jus cudende monete, borrow ten 


ſhillings worth of gold to coin a ducat. How- 
erer, wherever you meet with them, inform 
yourſelf, and minute down a ſhort account of 


about them, do not ſeem to laugh. 


181. Ithank you ſor /e Mandement de Monſeigneur | 
go Arche vẽque; it is very well drawn, and be- 
an 


light of a much more important object, I 
1 mean the political diſputes between the King 
h the 


dowever, get the whole clue to them, as far 
11d b* Wa: ings have gone. 


all 1 5 


a fait of all theſe fort of things relative to 


Paris, who, upon ſeeing POrdre du St Eſprit, 
did, Nerre St Eſprit chez nous Ceft un Eli- 
„ant. Almoſt all the Princes in Germany 
„ have their Orders too; not dated, indeed, 


mem: they take in all the colours of Sir Ifaac 
Newton's priſms. N. B. When you inquire + 


coming an Archbiſhop. But pray do not loſe 


ad the Parliament, and the King and the 
Clergy; they ſeem both to be patching up; 
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| Monconſeil, who aſſures me you have gained 
ground du cotẽ des nanierdt, and that ſhe 
looks upon you to be plus gu't moitiẽ chemin. 
Tam very glad to hear this, becauſe, if you 
are got above half way of your journey, ſurely 
you will finith it, and not faint in the courſe, 
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I received a letter yeſterday from Madame 


Why do you think I have this affair ſo ex- il 
tremely at heart, and why do I repeat it Ml; 
often? Is it for your ſake, or for mine? You 
can immediately anſwer yourſelf that queſtion; 
you certainly have, I cannot poſlibly have any, 
intereſt in it: if then you will allow me, as] 
believe you may, to be a judge of what is uſe- 
ful and neceſſary to you, you muſt in conſe: 


quence be convinced oi the infinite importance 
| of a point which I cake 0 much * to in. 
h 


culcate. | 
L hear that the new Duke of Orleans « a re}; 


merci? Mon ſicur de Melfort ; and, I believe, Ml: 
a, en raiſon, having bad obligations to him n 


mais il ne Pa pas remercie en mari poli, but in 


rather roughly. I faut gue ce fait un bourruWth 


I am told too, that people get bits of his f- 
ther's rags, by way of relicks; I wiſh them gr 
joy, they will do them a great deal of good, ut 
See from hence what weakneſſes human m- te 


ture is capable of, and make allowances ſor I 


ſuch in all your plans and reaſonings. Studi 
. 5 = 


— 


LETTERS TO HIS BON; 31: 


the characters of the people you have to do 


Ne 
ed WM with; and know what they are, inſtead of 
be winking them what they ſhould be: addreſs 


in. Wi yourſelf generally to the ſenſes, to the heart, 
ou and to the weakneſles, of mankind ; bur very | 


ly WM rarely to their reaſon. 


fo Good night or goodmorrow to you, ac- 
ex · ¶ cording to the time you ſhall receive this let · 


o ter from Yours. | 


Lou 

—_— +, to RB eg SHE 

OW LETTER COXXXIX. 
uſe- | Lanka: February the 14h, O. 8. 1782. | 
nle- WI M DEAR FRIEND, 


ance 
in- 


N a month's time, I believe, L ſhall have 
the pleaſure of ſending you, and you will 


1 re: 
1eve, 
him; 


„but into the preſs. It is hard to determine, whe- 
ur ter this work will inſtruct or pleaſe moſt : 
is la: the moſt material hiſtorical facts, from the 
them ereat &ra of the treaty of Munſter, are touched 
good. upon ; accompanied by the molt ſolid reſlec- 


n na- 
13 for 


exceed 


have the pleaſure of reading, a work of Lord 

bolingbroke's, in two volumes oftavo, upon 
the uſe of Hiftcry ; in ſeveral Letters to Lord 
Hyde, then Lord Cornbury. It is now put 


tions, and adorned by all that elegancy of 
lyle which was peculiar to himſelf, and in 


9 Mitch, if Cicero equals, he certainly does not 
tio 
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fore it was ſurely a great error in Cardinal 
Richelieu to make ſuch a rout, and put 
France to ſo much expence, about it. Hal 
my friend read Hiſtory as he ought to have 


_ Lord Bolingbroke's Philoſophical works had not appeared; 


| of Lord . s writings. 
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exceed him; but every other writer falls ſhon 
of him. I would adviſe you almoſt to get this 


book by heart. I think you have a turn t 
hiſtory ; you love it, and have a memory tg 
retain it; this book will teach you the proper 
uſe of it. Some people load their memories, 
indiſcriminately, with hiſtorical facts, as o- 


thers do their ſtomachs with food; and bring 


out the one, and bring up the other, entirely 


crude and undigeſted. You will find in Lord 


Bolingbroke's book, an infallible ſpecific a- 
gainſt that epidemical complaint“. 
I remember a gentleman, who had read 


_ Hiſtory in this thoughtleſs and undiſtinguiſh- 
ing manner; and who, having travelled, had 


gone through the Valteline. He told me that 
it was a miſerable poor country, and there- 


done, he would have known, that the great 
object of that great Miniſter was to reduce 
the power of the houſe of Aultria 3 and, iy | 

| order | 


* We cannot but obſerve with pleaſure, that at this time 


which accounts for Lord Cheſterfield's recommending to his 
Son, in this as well as in ſome foregoing paſſages, the ſtud) 


} 
« 
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al the communication between the ſeveral parts 
ol their then extenſive dominions; which 27 775 
0 BY agcckions would have juſtified the Cardinal to 
Pa him, in the affair of the Valteline. But it was 
5 eaſier to him to remember facts, than to com- 
0 | 


bine and reflect. 


* One obſervation, I hope, you it make in 
* reading Hiſtory; for it is an obvious and a 
” true one: it is, That more people have made 
. 


great ſigures and great fortunes in Courts, 


their interior qualiſications. Their engaging 


way for their ſuperior abilities, if they have 
ſuch, to exert themſelves. "They have been 
Favourites before they have been Miniſters. 


an offended fool, or a ſlighted valet de chambre, 
day, very poſſibly, do you more hurt at Court, 
than ten men of merit can do you good. 


what they reckon a ſlight. On the other hand, 


in my mind, is buying them cheap; and, 


order to that, to cut off, as much as he could, 


by their exterior accompliſhments, than by 


addreſs, the politeneſs of their manners, their 
air, their turn, hath almoſt always paved the 


In Courts, an univerfal gentleneſs and douceur 
dans les manieres is moſt abſolutely neceſſary: 


Fools, and low people, are always jealous of 
their dignity 3 and never forget nor forgive 


they take civility, and a little attention, as a 
favour 5 remember, and acknowledge it: this, 


Yor Bb... D . 
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therefore, they are worth buying, The 
Prince himſelf, who is rarely the ſhining ge. 
nius of his Court, eſteems you only by hearſay, 
but likes you by his ſenſes ; that is, from your 
air, your politeneſs, and your manner of ad. 
dreſſing bim; of which alone he is a judge. 
There is a Court garment, as well as a wed- 
ding garment, without which you will not be 
received, That garment is the volto ſciolto; 
an impoſing air, an elegant politeneſs, eaſy 
and engaging manners, univerſal attention, 


ſyais quoi that compoſe the Graces, 


by a letter z not from you, as I expected, but 
from a friend of yours at Paris, who informs 


at home, Since you have a fever, I am glad 
you have prudence enough with it to ſtay at 


_ prudence might probably have prevented it. 
Your blood is young, and conſequently hot; 
| and you naturally make a great deal, by your 
j good ſtomach, and good digeſtion; you ſhould 
1 therefore neceſſarily attenuate and cool it, 
from time to time, by gentle purges, or by a 
very low diet, for two or three days together, 
if you would avoid fevers. Lord Bacon, who 


was a very great phyſician in both ſenſes of 
the 


an inſinuating gentleneſs, and all thoſe Je ne | 


I am this moment diſagreeably interrupted 
me, that you have a fever, which confines you 


home, and take care of yourſelf; a little more 
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the word, hath this aphoriſm, in his Eſſay up- 
on Health, Nihil magis ad ſanitatem tribuit 
quam crebre et domeſtice purgationes. By do- 
meſticæ, he means thoſe ſimple uncompound- 
ed purgatives, which every body can admini- 
ter to themſelves; ſuch as ſenna-tea, ſtewed 
prunes and ſenna, chewing a little rhuburb, 
or diſſolving an ounce and a half of manna in 
fair water, with the juice of half a lemon to 
make it palatable. Such gentle and uncon- 
fining evacuations would certainly prevent 
thoſe feveriſh attacks, to which _ body at 
your age is ſubject. _ 

By the way, I do deſire, und inſit, that 
whenever, from any indiſpoſition, you are not 
able to write to me upon the fixed days, that 
Chriſtian ſhall, and give me a frue account 
how you are. I do not expect from him the 
Ciceronian epiſtolary ſtyle; but I will content 
myſelf with the Swiſs ſimplicity and truth. 

[ hope you extend your acquaintance at Pa- 
is, and frequent variety of companies; the 
only way of knowing the world: every ſet of 
company differs in ſome particulars from ano- 
ther; and a man of buſineſs muſt, in the 
courſe of his life, have to do with all ſorts. 
lt is a very great advantage to know the lan- 
zuages of the ſeveral countries one travels in: 


and different companies may, in ſome degree, 
-- I 6 2 be 
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be conſidered as different countries : each 
hath its diſtinctive language, cultoms, and 
manners: know them all, and you will wonder 
at none. 

Adieu, child. Take care of your health ; ; 
there are no pleaſures without 3 it. 


F 


London, Fa the zbcth, O. 8. 1752. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


* all ſyſtems whatſoever, whether of ll 
gion, government, morals, &c. perfec- 
tion is the object always propoſed, though 


_ poſſibly unattainable; hitherto at leaſt, cer- 
tainly unattained. However, thoſe who aim | 


carefully at the mark itſelf, will unqueſtion- 


ably come nearer it, than thoſe who from de- 


ſpair, negligence, or indolence, leave to chance 


the work of ſkill. This maxim holds equally 
true in common life: thoſe who aim at per- 
fection, will come infinitely nearer it, than | 


thoſe deſponding or indolent ſpirits, who 
fooliſhly ſay to themſelves, Nobody is perfect; 


perfection is unattainable ;z to attempt it is 
chimerical; I ſhall do as well as others; why 


then ſhould I give myſelf trouble to be what 


1 never Can, and what, according to the 
9 
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eommon courſe of things, TI need not be, 
perfect? 

I am very ſure chat I need not in out to 
you the weakneſs and the folly of this reaſon- 


ing, if it deſerves the name of reaſoning. It 


would difcourage, and put a ſtop to, the exer- 
tion of any one of our faculties. On the con- 


trary, a man of ſenſe and ſpirit ſays to himſelf, 
Though the point of perfection may (conſi- 
dering the imperfection of our nature) be un- 


attainable, my care, my endeavours, my atten- 


tion, ſhall not be wanting to get as near it as 
| can, I will approach it every day; poſſibly 
I may arrive at it at laſt ; at leaſt, (what Iam 
ſure is in my o/ power) Iwill not be diſtanced. 
Many fools (ſpeaking of you) ſay to me, What, 


would you have him perfect? I anſwer, Why 


not? What hurt would it do him or me? 0 
but that is impoſſible, ſay they. Ireply, Iam 


not ſure of that: perfection in the abſtract, I 
admit to be unattainable ; but what is com- 


monly called perfection in a character, I main- 
tain to be attainable, and not only that, but 


in every man's power. He hath, continue 
they, a good head, a good heart, a good fund 
of knowledge, which will increaſe daily; what 


would you have more? Why, I would have 
every thing that can adorn and complete a 
character. Will it do his head, his heart, 3 
8 5 3 his 
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his knowledge, any harm, to have the utmot Ml | 
delicacy of manners, the moſt ſhining advan. e 
tages of air and addreſs, the moſt endearing ! 
attentions, and the moſt engaging graces! WM þ 
But as he is, ſay they, he is loved wherever he M 
is known. I am very glad of it, ſay I; butl1M 1 
would have him be liked before he is known, b. 
and loved afterwards. I would have him, by WE k 
his firſt abord and addreſs, make people wiſh le 
to know him, and inclined to love him: he a 
will ſave a great deal of time by it. Indeed, MW cf 
reply they, you are too nice, too exact, and IM ar 
lay too much ſtreſs upon things that are of MW © 
very little confequence. Indeed, rejoin I, you I m. 
know very little of the nature of mankind, it ¶ thi 
you take thoſe things to be of little conſe- jo 
quence: one cannot be too attentive to them; it ¶ ue; 
is they that always engage the heart, of which IM wh 
the underſtanding is commonly the bubble. WM inf 
And I would much rather that he erred in a for: 
point of grammar, of hiſtory, of philoſophy, MW neg 
Sc. than in a point of manners and addreſs. *" 
But conſider, he is very young; all this will fult 
come in time. I hope ſo; but that time mull tre 
be while he is young, or it will never be at ub, 
all: the right p/i muſt be taken young, or it 
will never be eaſy nor ſeem natural. Come, 
come, fay they (ſubſtituting, as is frequent! 
done, aſſertion inſtead of argument) depen 

| ON upon 
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upon it he will do very well; and you have a 
great deal of reaſon to be ſatisfied with him. 
[ hope and believe he will do well, but I would 
have him do better than well. I am very 
well pleaſed with him; but I would be more, 
would be proud of him. I would have him 
have luſtre as well as weight. Did you ever 
know any body that re-united all theſe ta- 
lents? Yes, I did; Lord Bolingbroke joined 
ll the politeneſs, the manners, andthe graces 
of a Courtier, to the ſolidity of a Stateſman, 
and to the learning of a Pedant. He was 
mnis homo ; and pray what ſhould hinder 
my boy from being ſo too, if he hath, as 1 
think he hath, all the other qualifications that 
you allow him ? Nothing can hinder him, but 
neglect of, or inattention to, thoſe objects, 
which his own good ſenſe muſt tell him are of 
infinite conſequence to him, and which there- 
fore I will not ſuppoſe him capable of either 
neglecting or deſpiſing. 

This (to tell you the whole truth) is the re- 
ſult of a controverſy that paſſed yeſterday be- 
tween Lady Hervey and myſelf, upon your 
lubjet, and almoſt in the very words. I ſub- 
mit the deciſion of it to yourſelf; let your own 
good ſenſe determine it, and make you act 
n conſequence of that determination. The 

receipt. 


— L 


f N —.. . ̃ eee eee Io Ie Hae 
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reoeipt to make this compoſition is ſhort and 


merican is well. I hear that ſhe makes very 
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wee ole here I give it you. 
Take variety of the beſt company, bet 


you are; be minutely attentive to every word : 
and action; imitate-reſpeCtively thoſe whom 
you obſerve to be diſtinguiſhed and conſidered Ml © 
for any one accompliſhment; then mix all 
thoſe ſeveral accompliſhments together, aul : 
ferve them up yourſelf to others. 4 
I hope-your fair, or rather your brown, 4- 3 


handſome preſents, if {ſhe is not ſo herſelf. [ g 
am told, there are people at Paris who expect, 1 
from this ſecret connection, to ſee, in time, a 


volume of letters, ſuperior to Madame de 8 
Graffigny's Peruvian ones: J lay in my clai i 
to one of the firſt copies. . 

Francis's Cenie * hath been afted twice 
with moſt univerſal applauſe; to-night is hi ; 4 
third night, and I am going to it. I did not " 
think it would have ſucceeded ſo well, conli 

: | = | to 
dering how long our Britiſh audiences hart C 


been accuſtomed to murder, racks, and poiſon * 
in every tragedy; but it affected the heart | Th, 


much, that it triumphed over habit and pre * 
jadice. All the women cried, and all tb 


men were moved. The prologue, which is 
very good one, was made Aminen by Garrick 
'Th 


» Francis's Eugenia. 
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The epilogue is old Cibber's; but corrected, 
though not enough, by Francis. He will get 


ly, be better able to lend you ſixpence upon 
any emergency. 


papers, has not carried its paint concerning 
the hoſpitals 3 and though the King bath gi- 
ren up the Archbiſhop, yet as he has put them 
under the management and direction du Grand 
Cnſeil, the Parliament is equally out of the 
queſtion. This will naturally put you upon 


Conſeil. You will, doubtleſs, inform yourſelf, 
who it is compoſed of, what things are de ſan 


vice 
bit 
| not 
onſi 


particulars that may give you a clear notion 
ol this aſſembly. There are alſo three or four 
other Con/eils in France, of which you ought 
to know the conſtitution and the objects: 1 


har dare ſay you do know them already; 3 but if you. 
io do not, loſe no time in informing yourſelt. 
am i Theſe things, as I have. often told you, ate 
| POW den learned in various French, companies z but 
I th in no Engliſh ones, for none of our country- 
h nen trouble their heads about them. To ule 


"WY: very trite image, Collect, like the bee, your 


a great deal of money by itz and, confequent- 


The parliament of Paris, I find by the news- 


inquiring into the Conſtitution ,of the Grand 


reſort, whether or not there lies an appeal from 15 
thence to any other place; and of all other 


lore from every quarter. In tome | companies: | 
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you may, by proper inquiries, get a general 


When you are with des gens de robe, ſuck 


of different French company; an advantage 


you are, for a young fellow, too much addic- 


_ aſſemblies which alone can inform your mind 
and improve your manners. You have not 
now many months to continue at Paris; make 
the moſt of them: get into every houſe there, 


— —— _ 444 crore PR” > - —— —— 
—. Rr tae et n A * 
- Pn N 8 a 
5 . 


thing and every body there; that when you 
leave it for other places, you may be au fatt, 


hear mentioned concerning it. Adieu. 
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¶ parmi les fermiers generaux nommement ) 
knowledge at leaſt of les affaires des finances, | 


them with regard to the conſtitution and ci. 
vil government, and fic de ceteris. This ſhews 
you the advantage of keeping a great deal 


much ſuperior to any that you can poſſibly te. 
ceive from loitering and ſauntering away even- 
ings in any Engliſh company at Pars, not even 
excepting Lord A ** s. Love of caſe, 
and fear of reſtraint, {to both which I doubt 


ted) may invite you among your countrymen; 
but pray withſtand thoſe mean temptations, et 
prenez ſur vous, for the ſake of being in thoſe 


if you can; extend acquaintance; know every 


and even able to explain whatever you may 
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LETTER cen 


58000 March the 44, O. 8. 7753. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


NV nw are you! in Arioſto? Or 


tes in the beginning of his poem: 


Le Donne, i Cavalier, L'arme, gli amori, 
Le cor teſie, Laudaci impreſe io canto. 


n; lam by no means ſure that Homer had ſu- 
et Ferior invention, or excelled more in deſcrip- 
ofe ion, than Arioſto. What can be more fedu- 
ind Ming and volupruous, than the deſcription of 


ake MWiouily extravagant, than the ſearch made in 
ere, Ne moon for Orlando's loſt wits, and the ac- 
ery Wount of other people's that were found there? 


lie whole is worth your attention, not only 
zn ingenious poem, but as the ſource of all 


may rodern tales, novels, fables, and romances; 
. WH Oil's Metamorphoſis was of the ancient 
ies: beſides, that when you have read this 
J. es, nothing will be difficult to you in 


be N. al ian language. You will read Taſſo's 


have you gone through that moſt in- 
genious contexture of truth and lies, of ſerious 
and extravagant, of knights-errant, magicians, 
and all that various matter which he anoun- ' 


Alcina's perſon and palace? What more inge- 


ie. 
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can go to the ſource: you can both conveſſ 


Gieruſalemme, and the Decamerone di Beccac- 
cio, with great facility afterwards: and when 


you have read theſe three authors, you will, 
in my opinion, have read all the works of in- 
vention that are worth reading in that lan. 
guage; though the Italians would be very 


angry at me for ſaying ſo. 


A gentleman ſhould know thoſe which I i 
call Claſſical works, in every language; ſuck} 
as Boileau, Corneille, Racine, Moliere, Ge. 
in French; Milton, Dryden, Pope, Swift, Cc. 

in Engliſh; and the three authors above- men- 
tioned in Italian: whether you have any ſuch : 
in German, I am not quite ſure, nor indeed N 
aml inquiſitive. Theſe fort of books adom ; 
the mind, improve the fancy, are frequently 0 
alluded to by, and are often the ſubjects of, 4 
converſations of the beſt companies. As you 1 
have languages to read, and memory to retain = 
them, the knowledge of them is very wel 4 
worth the little pains it will coſt you, and wil 7 
enable you to ſhine in company. It is not 4 
pedantic to quote and allude to them, which A 
it would be with regard to the ancients. 4 

Among the many advantages which yo 5 
have had in your education, I do not conſide 4 
your knowledge of ſeveral languages as tid l 


leaſt. You need not truſt to tranſlations: Jö 


”— 


ind negotiate with people of all nations, upon 
equal terms; which is by no means the caſe 
of a man who converſes or negotiates in a 
language which thoſe with whom he hath to 
do know much better than himſelf. In bu- 
ineſs, a great deal may depend upon the force 


a moderate thought may gain, or a good one 


1 W loſe, by the propriety or impropriety, the ele- 
ch gancy Or inelegancy, of one ſingle word. As 
* therefore you now know four modern lan- 
'W guages well, I would have you ſtudy (and, by 
we the way, it will be very little trouble to you) 
" 1 to know them correctly, accurately, and de- 
15 lcately. Read ſome little books that treat of 
ly them; and aſk queſtions, concerning their de- 
oy licacies, of thoſe who are able to anſwer you: 
5 As ſor inſtance, ſhould I fay in French, la 
25 lettre que je VOUS Al ecrit, or {a lettre Que Je 


FH 
"I differ among themſelves. There is a thort 
wi 

2 French Grammar by the Port Royal, and 


another by Pere Buffier, both which are worth 


hic 


Les Hynonimes Frangois, There are books of 


0 
Mat kind upon the Italian language, into ſome 


1{idet 
5 the 
5 
nyerl 


lie German language may have fomething of 
ne ſame fort; and fince you already {peak 1 it, 
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and extent of one word; and in converſation, 


vis ai ecrite? in which, I think, the French 


jour reading; as is alſo a little book called 
0 which I would adviſe you to dip: poſſibly | 
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the more properly you ſpeak it the better: ons 
would, I think, as far as poſſible, do all one 


does, correttly and elegantly. It is extremely 


engaging, to people of every nation, to meet 
with a foreigner wao hath taken pains enough 
to ſpeak their language correctly: it flatters 


that local and national pride and prejudice, of 


which every body hath ſome ſhare. 


Francis's Eugenia, which I will ſend you; | 


5 pleaſed moſt people of good taſte here: the 


boxes were crowded till the fixth night; when | 


the pit and gallery were totally deſerted, and 
it was dropped. Diſtreſs, without death, was 
not ſufficient to affect a true Britiſh audience, 
10 long accuſtomed to dag gers, racks, and 
bowls of poiſon 3 contrary to Horace's rule, 
they deſire to ſee Medea murder her children 
upon the ſtage. The ſentiments were too de- 


licate to move them; and their hearts are to 


be taken by ſtorm, not by parley. 

Have you got the things, which were taken 
from you at Calais, reſtored? and among 
them, the little packet, which my ſiſter gave 
you for Sir Charles Hotham ? In this caſe, 
have you forwarded it to him? If you hare 
not yet had an opportunity, you will have one 
ſoon; which I defire you will not omit: it1s 
by Monſieur D' Aillon, whom you will ſee in 


a few days at Paris, in his way to Geneva; 
| 1 | wher: 
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bete Sir Charles now 18, and will remain 
ſome time. Adieu. 


EI T E R COXLU. 


of 15 London, March the 5th, O. 8. 1752. 
a MY DEAR FRIEND, 

" 8 J have received no letter from you i by 

he the uſual poſt, I am uneaſy upon ac- 


en count of your health; for, had you been well, 


nd lam ſure you N have written, according | 
ns Wl to your engagement, and my requiſition, You 
ice, have not the leaſt notion of any care of your 


and bealth; but, though I would not have you be 

ule raleudinerian; l muſt tell you, that the beſt 

and moſt robuſt health requires ſome degree 
of attention to preſerve. Young fellows, . 
thinking they have ſo much health and time 
before them, are very apt to negleCt or laviſh 
both, and beggar themſelves before they are 


den 
M aware; whereas a prudent œconomy in both, 
gare would make them rich indeed; and ſo far 
caſe, Ml 19 breaking in upon their pleaſures, would 
have improve, and almoſt perpetuate them. Be 
e one 19% wiſer ; and, before it is too late, manage 
it boch with care and frugality; and lay out 


neither, but upon good intereſt and ſecurity. 
1 will now confine myſelf to the employ- 
2 mene 
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ment of your time; which, though I have of. 


ten touched upon formerly, is a ſubject that, 


from its importance, will bear repetition. You 
have, it is true, a great deal of time before 
you; but, in this period of your life, one hour 
utetully employed may be worth more than 


four-and twenty here after; a minute is precious 
to you now, whole days may poſhbly not be 


ſo forty years hence. Whatever time you al. 


low, or can ſnatch, for ſerious reading, (I ay 


ſnatch, becauſe company and the knowledge 
of the world is now your chief object), employ 
it in the reading of ſome one book, and that a 

good one, till you have finiſhed it; and do 
not diſtract your mind with various matters 
at the fame time, In this light, I would re- 


commend to you to read rut de ſuite Grotius 


de Jure Belli et Pacis, tranſlated by Barbeyrac; 
and Puffendois Jus Gentium, tranſlated by 


hours, read works of invention, wit, and hu- 
mour, of the beſt, and not of trivial authors, 
either ancient or modern. 

Whatever buſineſs you have, do it the firſt 
moment you can; never by halves, but finiſh 
it without interruption, if poſſible. Buſineſs 
muſt not be ſauntered and trifled with; and 
you muſt not ſay to it, as Felix did to Paul, 


CL At a more convenient ſeaſon I will ſpeak to 
thee.” 


tel 
ler 


601 


thee. The ak convenient ſeaſon bor buſi- 
neſs is the firſt; but ſtudy and buſineſs, in ſome 


thods of amuſement and pleaſures. 


18 | Many people think that they are in plea- | 
xx Wl ſures, provided they are neither in ſtudy nor 
1- W in buſineſs. Nothing like it;, they are doing 


ay nothing, and might juſt as well be aſleep. 
ge They contract habitudes from lazineſs, and 
oy they only frequent thoſe places where they are 


ta WM free from all reſtraints and attentions. Be up- 


do en your guard againſt this idle profuſion of 
ers time; and let every place you go to be either 


re- ¶ the ſcene of quick and lively pleaſures, or the 


ius ſchool of your improvements: let every com- 
ac; Wl pany you go into, either gratify your ſenſes, 
by Wl extend your knowledge, or reſine your man- 
ners. Have ſome decent object of gallantry 


hu · ¶ in view at ſome places; frequent others, where 
rs, I people of wit and taſte aſſemble ; get into o- 
thers, where people of ſuperior rank. and dig- 

firlk N nity command reſpect and attention from the 
nin irt of the company; but pray frequent no 
nels WF neutral places, from mere idleneſs and indo- 
and WF ſence. Nothing forms a young man ſo much 


5 deing uſed to keep reſpectable and ſuperior 
company, where a conſtant regard and atten- 
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meaſure, point out their own times, to a man 
of ſenſe; time is much oftener ſquandered 
zway in the wrong choice and improper me- 


Ee 3 tion 
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| ſures nor uſeful improvements to be expected 


your reſhurce forty years hence at ſoonelt 
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tion is neceſſary. It is true, this is at firſt a 


diſagreeable ſtate of reſtraint: but it ſoon 
grows habitual, and conſequently eaſy; ; and 


you are amply paid for it, by the 1 improve. 


inent you make, and the credit it gives you, 
What you ſaid ſome time ago was very true, 
concerning te Palais Royal : To one of your 
age the ſituation is diſagreeable enough; vou 
cannot expect to be much taken notice of: but IM } 
all that time you can take notice of others; : 
obſerve their manners, decypher their charac- Ml : 
ters, and 1 N you will become one of the . 
company. 2 

All this I went through myfal, when h 
was of your age. I have fat hours in com- 
pany, without being taken the leaſt notice of: 
but then I took notice of them ; and learned, 
in their company, how to behave myſelf bet. 
ter in the next, till by degrees I became part 
of the beſt companies myſelf. But I took preat 
care not to laviſh away my time in thoſe com. 
panies, where there were neither quick ples 


Sloth, indolence, and molleſſe, are pernicious 
and unbecoming a young fellow; let them be 


Determine, at all events, and however dil tic 
gi-cable it may be to you in ſome reſpeck 


and for ſome time, to keep the moſt diftinguiſ 
ol 
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ed and faſhionable company of the place you 
are at, either for their rank, or for their learn- 
ing, or le bel eſprit et le gout. This gives you 
credentials to the beſt companies, where- ever 
u. jou go afterwards. Pray, therefore, no in- 
e, Wl dolence, no Jazinefs; but employ every mi- 
ur Wl nute of your life in active pleaſures or uſeful _ 
ou MW employments. Addreſs yourſelf to ſome wo- 
wut man of faſhion and beauty, wherever you are, 
s; WW and try how far that will go. If the place be 
ac- not ſecured beforehand, and garriſoned, nine 
the MW times in ten you will take it. By attentions. 

and reſpect, you may always get into the 
n I higheſt company; and by ſome admiration 
m- and applauſe, whether merited or not, you 
of: may be ſure of being welcome among les ſga- 
ned, Ml vantes et les beaux efprits. There are but 
bet. theſe three forts of company for a young fel- 
low; there being neither preature” nor profit 
in any other. 

My uneaſineſs with regard to your health 
plea 1s this moment removed by your letter of the 
8", N. S. which, by what accident I do not 
know, I did not receive before. 

| long to read Voltaire's Rome Sauveez 
oneſt which, by the very faults that your ſevere cri- 
la tics find with it, J am ſure I ſhall like: for 1 
vill, at any time, give up a good deal of re- 
guiſh purity for a great deal of brillant ; and for 
the 
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the brillant, ſurely nobody is equal to Voltaire. 
Catiline's conſpiracy is an unhappy ſubje& | 
for a tragedy 3 it is too ſingle, and gives no 
opportunity to the poet to excite any of the 
tender paſſions; the whole is one intended act 
of horror. Crebillon was ſenſible of this de- 
fect; and to create another intereſt, moſt ab- 
ſurdly made Catiline in love with Cicero's 
daughter, and her with him. 

I am very glad you went to Verſailles, and. 
dined with Monſieur de St Conteſt. That is 
company to learn les bonnes manieres in; and 
it ſeems you had les bons morgeaux into the 
bargain. Though you were no part of the 
| King of France's converſation with the foreign 
miniſters, and probably not much entertained 
with it, do you think that it is not very uſeful 
to you to hear it, and to obſerve the turn and 
manners of people of that ſort? It is extremely 
uſeful to know it well. The ſame in the next 
rank of people, ſuch as miniſters of ſtate, &c. 
in whoſe company, though you cannot yet 
at your age bear a part, and conſequently be 
_ diverted, you will obſerve and learn wha: 
| herezfter it may be neceſſary for you to act. 
Tell Sir John Lambert, that I have this 
day fixed Mr Spencer's having his credit upon 
him; Mr Hoare had alſo recommended him. 
I believe Mr Spencer will ſet out next month 
„ 
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N for ſome place in France, but not Paris. I am 
ue be wants a great deal of France, for at 
o WW preſent he is moſt entirely Englith z and you 
e know very well what I think of that. And io 
ve bid you S good W | | 
: 

ö 


C COXLUIL 


| London, March the 16th, 0. S. 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OW do you go on with the moſt uſcful 
| and moſt neceſſary of all ſtudies, the 
tu y of the world? Do you find that you gain 
knowledge? And does your daily experience 
at once extend and demonſtrate your improve- 
ment? You will poſſibly aſk me how you can 
judge of that yourlelf. I will tell you a ſure 
way of knowing. Examine yourſelf, and ſee 
whether your notions of the world are chan- 
red, by experience, from what they were two 
years ago in theory; for that alone is one fa- 
ourable ſymptom of improvement. At that 
ze (I remember it in myſelf) every notion 
that one forms is erroneous; one hath ſeen few 
bodels, and thoſe none of the belt, to form 
one's ſelf upon. One thinks that every thing 
s to be carried by ſpirit and vigour z that art 
ü meanneſs, and that verlatility and complai- 

lance 
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ſance are the refuge of publlanimity and weak. 
neſs. This tho miſtaken opinion gives an 
indelicacy, a bru/querzie, and a roughneſs, to 
the manners. Fools, who can never be un- 
deceived, retain them as long as they live; 
reflection, with a little experience, makes men 
of ſenſe ſhike them off ſoon. When they 
come to be a little better acquainted with 
themſelves, and with their own ſpecies, they 
diſcover, that plain right reaſon 1s, nine times 
in ten, the fettered and ſhackled attendant of | 
the triumph of the heart and the paſſions: 
conſequently, they addreſs themſelves nine 
times in ten to the conqueror, not to the con- 
quered; and conquerors, you know, mult be 
applied to in the gentleſt, the moſt engaging, 
and the moit infinuating, manner. Have you 
found out that every woman is infailibly to be 
gained by every ſort of flattery, and every man 
by one ſort or other? Have you diſcovered 
what variety of little things affect the heatt, 
and how ſurely they collectively gain it? It 
you have, you have made ſome progreſs. | 
would try a man's knowledge of the world, 28 
| I would a ſchool-boy's knowledge of Horace; 
not by moking him conſtrue Mæcenas atavii 
edite regibus, which he could do in the firſ 
form; but by examining him as to the delicacy 
and curic/a felicitas of that poet. A. man It 

- ; quire 


+ 


, wy xy „ © = ans — 


the world, to underſtand glaring, high-co- 
Joured, and decided characters; they are but 
ſew, and they ſtrike at firſt: but to diſtinguiſh 
the almoſt imperceptible ſhades, and the nice 
gradations, of virtue and vice, ſenſe and folly, 
ſtrengtb and weakneſs, (of which characters 


rence, great obſervation, and minute atten- 
tion. In the ſame caſes molt people do the ſame 
things; but with this material difference; upon 
s: WM which the ſucceſs commonly turns—A man 
ine MW who bath ſtudied the world knows when to 
on- time, and where to, place them; be hath ana- 


be hled the characters he applies to, and adapted 
ng, bis addreſs and his arguments to them: but a 
man of what is called plain good ſenſe, who 
bath only reaſoned by himſelf, and not acted 


you 
o be 
man 
ered 
eart, 
2 I 
. 
d, 38 
race; 
tavil 


with mankind, miſ-times, mil-places, runs 
pecipitately and bluntly at the mark, and ſalls 
upon his noſe in the way. In the common 
manners of ſocial life, every man of common 


o pleaſe; and, if he hath any real merit, will 
be received and tolerated in good company. 


e fili But that is far from being enough; for though 
Hcacſh te may be received, he will never be deſired; 
ge kough he does not offend, he will never * 
qu! 


loved, 
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quires very little knowledge and experience of 


are commonly compoled), demands fome expe- 


lenſe bath the rudiments, the A B C, of civi- 8 
ity; the means not to offend; and even wiſhes 
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loved: but, like ſome little, inſignificant, neu- 
' tral power, ſurrounded by great ones, he will 

neither be feared nor courted by any; but, by 
turns, invaded by all, whenever it is their in- 


and experienced, the various workings of the 
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tereſt. A moſt contemprible ſituation ! Where. 
as a man who hath carefully attended to, 


| heart, and the artifices of the head, and who Ml 
by one ſhade can trace the progreſſion of the . 
whole colour; who can, at the proper times, Ml | 
_ employ ali the ſeveral means of perſuading the Ml { 
_ underſtanding, and engaging the heart; may, MW : 
and will, have enemies; but will, and muſt, Wi: 
have friends: he may be oppoſed, but he will Nis 
be ſupported too; his talents may excite the Wo: 
jealouſy of ſome, but his engaging arts will IM © 
make him beloved by many more; he will be th 
conſiderable, he will be conſidered. Many Mn 
different qualifications muſt conſpire to form n 
ſuch a man, and to make him at once reſpec-Min 
table and amiable, and the leaſt muſt be joinedMon; 
to the greateſt; the latter would be unavailingMWe:! 
without the former, and the former would ! 


be futile and frivolous without the latter. bor 
Learning is acquired by reading books; butt 
the much more neceſſary learning, the know ſen 
ledge of the world, is only to be acquired byte: 
reading men, and ſtudying all the various en 
ditions of chem. Many words in every lang v 
guage 
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guage are generally thought to be ſynonimous: 
but thoſe who ſtudy the language attentively, 


7 will find, that there is no ſuch thing; they will 
diſcover ſome little difference, ſome diſtinction, 
between all thoſe words that are vulgarly called 
„ Wl fjnonimous ; one hath always more energy, 
e extent, or delicacy, than another: it is the 
10 ame with men; all are in general, and yet no 


ne two in particular, exactly alike. Theſe who 
es, Wl have not accurately ſtudied, perpetually mi— 
he take them: they do not diſcern the ſhades 


ay, and gradations that diſtinguiſh characters 
lt, WM ſeemingly alike. Company, various company, 


vill Wl is the only ſchool for this knowledge. You 


the MW ought to be, by this time, at leaſt in the third 


will MW form of that ſchool, from whence the riſe to 
1 be I the uppermoſt. is eaſy and quick: but then you 
any 


orm mnuſt not only bear with, but even ſcek reſtraint 
pec· in moſt companies, inſtead of ſtagnating in 
ined one or two only, where indolence and love of 
ling ee may be indulged. _ | 

rouldz In the plan which J gave you in my laſt *, 


atter, 


; butMWivat, if a King of the Romans ſhould be cho- 
,nowſn this year, you ſhall certainly be at that 
ed by*:tion; and as upon thoſe occaſions all 
ous e rangers are excluded from the place of the _ 
y la Vol. Mm. f ©. - election 
guage | | * That letter is mi Er 8. | 


nuſt have application and vivacity; and you 


for your future motions, I forgot to tell you, 
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election except ſuch as belong to ſome Am: | 
baſſador, I have already eventually ſecured 
you a place in the ſuite of the King's electoral 
Ambaſſador, who will be ſent upon that ac. 
count to Frankfort; or wherever elſe the elec. 
tion may be. This will not only ſecure you 
2 ſight of the ſhow; but a knowledge of the 
Whole thing; which is likely to be a conteſt. 
ed one, from the oppoſition of ſome of the | 
EleCtors, and the proteſts of ſome of the Prin- 
ces of the Empire. That election, if there is 
one, will, in my opinion, be a memorable æra 
in the hiſtory of the Empire: pens at leaſt, if 
not ſwords, will be drawn; and ink; if not R. 
blood, will be plentifully ſhed, by the contend- I di- 
ing parties in that diſpute. During the fray, 
you may ſecurely plunder, and add to your 


preſent ſtock of knowledge of the jus publicuniiſ | 
imperii. The Court of France hath, I ni 
told, appointed le Preſident Ogier, a man o 
great abilities, to go immediately to Ratiſbon,}MW M 
pour y ſouffler la diſcorde. It muſt be owned [* 
that France hath always profited ſkilfully of ii 
having guaranteed the treaty of Munſter, whic ative 
hath given it a conſtant pretence to thruſt it t 
| ſelf into the affairs of the Empire. When * 
it Fa 


France got Alface yielded by treaty, it wa 
very willing to have held it as a fief of the Em 


pire; but the Empire v was then wiſer, Eve! 
Powe 


/ 


den hath already felt the effects of the Czarina's 


of government, in conſequence of the treaty 
of Neuitadt, confirmed afterwards by that of 
Abo; though, in truth, that guarantee was 
father a proviſion againſt Ruſha's attempting 
to alter the then new-eſtabliſhed form of go- 


Ruſſia to hinder the Swedes from eſtabliſh- 
Wins what form of government they pleaſed, 


dieu. 


- 


LETTER CoxLv. 
ur DEAR FRIEND, 


ative to the preſent diſpute between the King 


td the Parliament, I ſhall return them by 
lord Huntingdon, whom you will ſoon ſee 
u Paris, and who will likewiſe carry you the 
jiece which I forgot in making up the pac- 
it I ſent you by the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, 
F f ʒ 
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Power ſhould be very careful, not to give the 
leaſt pretence to a neighbouring power to 
meddle with the affairs of its interior. Swe- 


calling herſelf guarantee of its preſent form 


rernment in Sweden, than any right given to 


Read them both, if you can get them. A- 


Londa, April PR x zen, ©, S. 1752. 


RECRIVE this moment your letter of the 
19h, N. 8. with the incloſed pieces re- 
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The repreſentation of the parliament is very 


well drawn, ſuaviter in modo, fortiter in re. 


They tell the King very feſpectſully, that in 


a certain caſe, which they ſhould think it cri- 
minal to ſuppoſe, they would not obey him, 
This hath a tendency to what we call here re- 


volution principles. I do not know what the 


Lord's anointed, his vicegerent upon earth, 
divinely appointed by him, and accountable 


to none but him for his actions, will either 
think or do, upon theſe ſymptoms of reaſon 


and good ſenſe, which ſeem to be breaking 


cout all over France; but this J foreſee, that 
be'ore the end of this century, the trade of 
both King and Prieſt will not be half fo good 
a one as it has been. Du Clos, in his reflec- 


tions, h hath obſerved, and v-ry truly, qu'il y 4 
un germe de raiſen qui commence @ ſe develep- 


| per en France: A acveloppement that mull 


prove fatal to Regal and Papal pretenſions. 


Prudence may, in many cafes, recommend 
an occaſional ſubmiſhon to either; but when 
that ignorance, upon which an implicit faith 
in both could only be founded, is once re- 


moved, God's Vicegerent, and Chriſt's Vicar, 
will only be obeyed and believed, as far as 
what the one orders, and the other ſays, is 
conformable to reaſon and to truth. 


Lam very glad (to uſe a vulgar expreſſoo 
that 
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that you make as if you were not well, though 
you really are; I am ſure it is the likelieſt 


1 way to keep ſo. Pray leave off entirely your 
| greaſy, heavy paſtry, fat creams, and indigeſt- 
. able dumplings; and then you need not con- 
fine yourſelf to white meats, which I do not 
e take to be one jot wholeſomer than beef, mut-- 
1, Wl ton, and patridge. 

le Voltaire ſent me from Berlin his Hiſtory & 


er Wl Sizcle de Louis XIV. It came at a very pro- 
n Wl per time: Lord Bolingbroke had juſt taught 
ng Wl ne how Hiſtory. ſhould. be read; Voltaire 
ſhows me how it ſhould be written. Iam 
ſenſible, that it will meet with almoſt as many 
critics as readers. Voltaire muſt be criticiſed: 
belides, every man's favourite is attacked; for 
every prejudice is expoſed, and our ptejudices 
are our miſtreſſes: reaſon is at beſt our wife, 
very often heard indeed, but ſeldom minded. 
lt is the hiſtory of the human underſtanding, 
vritten by a man of parts for the uſe of men 
of parts. Weak minds will not like it, even 
though they do not underſtand it, which is 
commonly the meaſure of their admiration. 
Dull ones will want thoſe minute and unin- 
tereſting details, with which moſt other hi- 
ſtories are encumbered. He tells me all I. 
want to know, and nothing more. His re- 
hon) WWi:Qions are ſhort, juſt, and produce others ins 
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made me much better acquainted with the 
times of Lewis XIV. than the innumerable 
volumes which I had read could do; and hath 
ſuggeſted this reflection to me, which I had 
never made before — His vanity, not his ! 
knowledge, made him encourage all, and in- MW t 

, troduce many, arts and ſciences in his. coun- 


_ underſtanding in France, and brought it to 


: power, free and rational thoughts upon either 
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his readers. Free from religious, philoſophi. 
cal, political, and national prejudices, beyond 


any hiſtorian I ever met with, he relates all 


thoſe matters as truly and as impartially, ag 
certain regards, which muſt always be to 


ſome degree obſerved, will allow him: for 


one ſees plainly, that he often ſays much leſs 
than he would ſay if he might. He hath 


„ mm _. 3 2 2 


try. He opened in a manner the human 


its utmoſt perfection; his age equalled in all, o 
and greatly exceeded in many things (pardon I ta 
me, pedants!) the Auguſtan. This was great WM ft. 
and rapid; but till it might be done, by the I it 
encouragement, the applauſe, and the rewards I it 
of a vain, liberal, and magnificent Prince. al 
What is much more ſurpriſing, is, that be th 
ſtopped the operations of the human mind ca 
juſt where he pleaſed; and ſeemed to ſay ce 
„ Thus far ſhalt thou go, and no farther.” fer 
For, a bigot to his religion, and jealous of bis K 
t 


never. 


* 


never entered into a French head during his 
reign 3 and the greateſt genuiſes that ever any 
age produced, never entertained a doubt of the 


the Church. Poets, Orators, and Philoſo- 
r phers, ignorant of their natural rights, che- 
ls riſhed their chains; and blind active faith 


h triumphed, in thofe great minds, over ſilent 


ne and paſſive reaſon. The reverſe of this ſeems 


le WW now to be the caſe in France: reaſon opens 


th MW itſelf; fancy and invention fade and decline. 
ad I will ſend you a copy of this hiſtory by 
his MW Lord Huntingdon, as I think it very probable 


n- Wl that it is not allowed to be publiſhed and ſold 


n- Nat Paris. Pray read it more than once, and 
jan vith attention, particularly the ſecond volume; 


to which contains ſhort, but very clear, accounts 
all, of many very intereſting things, which are 
don talked of by every body, though fairly under- 
reat Wl ſtood by very few. There are two very puerile 


the Wl aftectations; which I wiſh this book had been 


ds free from: the one is, the total ſubverſion of 
nce. all the old eſtabliſhed French orthography ; 


de the other is, the not making uſe of any one 
aint capital letter throughout the whole book, ex- 


LETTERS 10 HIS ON. 343 


divine right of Kings, or the infallibility of 


cept at the beginning of a paragraph. It of- 
tends my eyes, to ſee rome, paris, france, 
exſar, henry the 40, &c. begin with ſmall 
letters; and I do not conceive, that there can. 
de 
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be any reaſon for doing it, half ſo ſtrong ag 
the reaſon of long uſage is to the contrary, | 
This is an affectation below Voltaire; whom WM | 
| 


Jam not aſhamed to ſay that I admire and 
delight! in, as an author, equally i in. n and Wl : 
m verſe. 


I had a letter a few days ago from Mon- if 
ſieur du Boccage; in which he ſays, Monſteur 1 
Stanhope S'eſt jette dans la politique, et je crois Ml' 
qu'il y reufſira-: you do very well, it is your MW 
deſtination; but remember, that, to ſucceed / 

in great things, one mult firſt learn to pleaſe Ml bc 
in little ones. Engaging manners and addreſs Wen 
muſt prepare the way for ſuperior knowledge I be 
and abilities to act with effect. The late 
Duke of Marlborough's manners and addreſs 
prevailed with the firſt king of Pruſſia, to let 
his troops remain in the army of. the allies; 
when neither their repreſentations, nor his 
own ſhare in the common cauſe, could do it; 
The Duke of Marlborough had no new matter 

to urge to him; but had a manner, which he 
could not, and did not, reſiſt. Voltaire, a 
mong a thouſand little delicate ſtrokes of that 
Find, ſays of the Duke de la Feuillade, gui 
toit Phomme le plus brillant et le plus aimabls 
du Roiaume, et quoique gendre du General et 
Miniſtre, il avoit pour lui la faveur publique. 
Various little circumſtances of that ſort will 
often. 
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oſten make a man of real merit be hated, if 
he hath not addreſs and manners to make 
kim be loved. Conſider all your own circum - 
ſtances ſeriouſly 3 and you will find, that, of 
all arts, the art of pleaſing is the moſt neceſ- 
fury for you to ſtudy and poſſeſs. A filly ty- 
rant ſaid, Oderint modo timeant : a wile man 
would have faid, Modo ament nihil timendum 
mihi. Judge, from your own daily expe- 
rience, of the efficacy of that pleaſing je ne 
ſais quot, when you feel, as you and every 
body certainly does, that in men it is more 
engaging than knowledge, in women than 
A 

] long to ſee Lord and Lady 2 5 A 
xe not yet arrived) becauſe they have lately 
ſen you; and I always fancy, that I can fiſh 
5; Not ſomething new concerning you from 
his hole who have ſeen you laſt: not that I ſhall 
it. nuch rely upon their accounts, becauſe I diſ- 
ter Wiivit the judgment of Lord and Lady * * * 
n thoſe matters about which I am moſt in- 
quiitive. They have ruined their own ſon, 
by waat they called and thought loving him. 


il They have made him believe that the world 
able Nras made for him, not he for the world; and 
let Nialeſs he ſtays abroad a great while, and falls 
que: mo very good company, he will expect, what 
will Ws: vill never find, the attentions and com- 
aten. pint 
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plaiſance from others, which he has hitherto 
been uſed to from Papa and Mamma. This, 
1 fear, is too much the caſe of Mr * * 
who, I doubt, will be run through the body, 
and be near dying, before he knows how to 
lire. However you may turn out, you can 
never make me any of theſe reproaches. ] 
indulged no filly womanith fondneſs for you: 
initead of inflicting my tenderneſs upon you, 
I have taken all poſſible methods to make you 
_ deſerve it: and thank God you do; at leaſt, 
I know but one article in which you are dif- 
ferent from what I could wiſh you, and you 
very well know what that is. I want that! 
and all the world ſhould like you, as well as 
L love you. Adieu. 


4 Wes 5 E R CCXLV. 


| | London, april the zoth, O. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


VOIR du monde 1 is, in my opinion, a very 
juſt and bappy expreſſion, for having 
; bo Puget, manners, and for knowing how to 
behave properly in all companies; and it im- 
plies very truly, that a man, that hath no 
theſe accompliſhments, is not of the world. 


Without . tbe beſt parts are inefficient 
eivilit 
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civility is abſurd, and freedom offenſive. A 
learned parſon, ruſting in his cell at Oxford 
o Cambridge, will reaſon admirably well upon 


| the nature of man; will profoundly analyſe 
s the head, the heart; the reaſon, the will, the 
n Wl paſſions, the ſenſes, the ſentiments, and all 
| Wl thoſe ſubdiviſions of we know not what; and 
i: Witt, unfortunately, he knows nothing of man: 
u, for he hath not lived with him ; and is igno- | 
ou WM cant of all the various modes, habits, preju- 
lt, Wl ices, and taſtes, that always influence, and 


if. Noten determine, him. He views man as he 
on does colours in Sir Iſaac Newton's priſm, 
tiere only the capital ones are ſeen; but an 
| ag Merperienced dyer knows all their various ſhades 
md gradations, together with the reſult of 
their ſeveral mixtures. Few men are of one 
rain, decided colour: moſt are mixed, ſhaded, 
ad blended and vary as much, from different 
ituations, as changeable ſilks do from different 
ghts. The man gui a du monde knows all 
bs from his own experience and obſervation: 
ie conceited, cloiſtered philoſopher knows 
thing of it from his own theory; his prac- 


752, 


very 
ving 


w toe is abſurd and improper; and he acts as 
t im- rkwardly as a man would dance, who had 
1 notWever ſeen others dance, nor learned of a dan- 
rorld-Wing-maſter ; but who had only ſtudied the 


cient, 
zv3lity 


tes by which dances are now pricked down, 
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as well as tunes. Obſerve and imitate, then, 
the addreſs, the arts, and the manners, of thoſe 
gui ont du monde : fee by what methods they 
| firſt make, andafterwards i improve, impreſſions 
in their favour. Thoſe impreſſions are much 
oftener owing to little cauſes, than to intrinſic 
merit; which is leſs volatile, and hath not fo 
ſudden an effect. Strong minds have un- 
doubtedly an aſcendant over weak ones, ag 
Galigai Marechale d'Ancre very juſtly ob- 
ſerved, when, to the diſgrace and reproach of 
thoſe times, ſhe was executed for having go- 
verned Mary of Medicis by the arts of witch- 
craft and magic. But then aſcendant is to be 
gained by degrees, and by thoſe arts only 
which experience and the knowledge of the 
world teaches; for few are mean enough to 


be bullied, though moſt are weak enough to 


be bubbled. I have often ſeen people of ſu- 
perior, governed by people of much inferior, 
parts; without knowing, or even ſuſpecting, 
that they were ſo governed. This can only 
happen, when thoſe people of inferior patts 
have more worldly dexterity and experience 
than thoſe they govern. They ſee the weak 
and unguarded part, and apply to it: they take 
it, and all the reſt follows. Would you gain 


either men or women, and every man of ſenſe 


| defires to. {ua both, id faut du monde, You 
hare 


FI» — on... W | ans 
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3 


have had more opportunities than ever any 
man had, at your age, of acquiring ce monde, 
you have been in the beſt companies of moſt 
countries, at an age when others have hardly 
been in any company at all. You are maſter 
of all thoſe languages, which John Trott ſel- 
dom ſpeaks at all, and never well; conſe- 
quently. you need be a ſtranger no where. 
This is the way, and the only way, of having 
du monde ; but if you have it not, and have 
of W fill any coarſe ruſticity about you, may one 
o- not apply to you the ruſticus expectat of Ho- 
h- Wl race? 


be BY This knowledge of the world teaches „ 
ly more particularly two things, both which are 
he of infinite conſequence, and to neither of which 


nature inclines us; I mean, the command of 
our temper, and of our countenance. A man 
who has no monde, is inflamed with anger, or 
annihilated with ſhame, at every diſagreeable 


like a madman, the other makes him look like 
a fool. But a man who has du monde, ſeems 
not to underſtand what he cannot or ought 
not to reſent. If he makes a flip himſelf, he 

recovers it by! his coolneſs, inſtead of plunging | 
deeper by his confuſion, like a ſtumbling 
horſe, He is firm, but gentle; and practiſes 
that moſt excellent maxim, ſuaviter in mids, 


VOL; III. | | G 4 5 fer 


incident; the one makes him act and talk 
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_ Either religion, honour, or prudence. Thoſe 


who violate it, may be cunning, but they are F 


| Fortiter in re. The other is the volts ſciolto e 
4 penſieri ſtretti. People, unuſed to the world, 
| have babbling countenances; and are unſkilful 
A enough to ſhow, what they have ſenſe enough 
L li. not to tell. In the courſe of the world, a man 
1 muſt very often put on an eaſy, frank counte- 
1 nance, upon very diſagreeable occaſions; he 
9 muſt ſeem pleaſed, when he is very much o. 
\| therwiſe; he muſt be able to accoſt and re. 
1 ceive with ſmiles, thoſe whom he would much 
'4 rather meet with ſwords. In courts he muſt 
hy not turn himſelf infide out. All this may, 
14 nay mult be done, without falſehood and trea- 
$ chery : for it muſt go no farther than polite- 
18 neſs and manners, and muſt ſtop ſhort of af- 
1 ſurances and profeſſions of ſimulated friend- N 
|| ſhip. Good manners, to thoſe one does not | 
1 love, are no more a breach of truth, than * your a 
4 humble ſervant“ at the bottom of a challenge 
i is; they are univerſally agreed upon, and un- 
i derſtood, to be things of courſe, They are IM ® 
14 neceſſary guards of the decency and peace of IM © 
bl ſociety: they muſt only act defenſively; and 
1 then not with arms poiſoned with perfidy. “ 
4 Truth, but not the whole truth, muſt be the dc 
4| 1  Invariable principle of every man, who hath . 
1 : 
| 
| 
tl 
Il 
ll 
18 


_ — 
122 
—— — — 
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fools and cowards Adieu! 


P. 8. I muſt recommend to you again, to 
take your leave of all your French acquaint- 


poſſibly return before it is very long. This 
muſt not be done in a cold, civil manner ; 


: you have to them, for the kindneſs they have 
e. ſhown you during your ſtay at Paris; aſſure 
. them, that, wherever you are, you ſhalll re- 
4. W member them with gratitude; with for oppor- 


of Wl tunities of giving them proofs of your plus 
tendre et reſpeflueux ſouvenir ; beg of them, 
in caſe your good fortune ſhould carry you to 


any the leaſt uſe to them, that they would 


cally; for you know / vis me flere. This can 


have ever been once, to take leave, and re- 
1 


not able. Lies and perfidy are the refuge of 


ance, in ſuch a manner as may make them 
regret your departure, and wiſh to ſee and 
welcome you at Paris again; where you may 


but with at leaſt ſeeming warmth, ſentiment, 
and concern. Acknowledge the obligations 


any part of the world where you could be of 


employ you without reſerve. Say all this, and 
a great deal more, emphatically and patheti- 


do you no harm, if you never return to Paris; 
but if you do, as probably you may, it will 
be of infinite uſe to you. Remember too, 
not to omit going to every houſe where you 


commend 
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commend yourſelf to their remembrance. The 
reputation which you leave at one place, 
where you have been, will circulate, and 
you will meet with it at twenty places, where 
you are to go. That Is a labour never quite 
loſt. 

This letter will ſhow you, that the accident 


: which happened to me yeſterday, and of which 


Mr Grevenkop gives you an account, hath 
had no bad conſequences. My eſcape was a 
great one. e 


* 4 
* — 
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| 1 May the 11th, 0, 8. 1751. 
MY DF AR FRIEND, 


BREAK my word by writing this lens 


but I break it on the allowable fide, by 


doing more than I promiſed. I have pleaſure 
in writing to you; and you may poſhbly have 
ſome profit in reading what J write : either of 


the motives were ſufficient for me, both I. 


cannot withſtand. By your laſt, I calculate 
that you will leave Paris this day ſe'ennigbt; 
upon that ſuppoſition, this letter 7 {till 
find you there. 


Colonel Perry arrived here two or three 


days ago, and ſent me a book from you, Caf 
| ſandra 
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ſandra abridged. I am ſure it cannot be too 
much abridged. 'The ſpirit of that moſt vo- 
luminous work, fairly extracted, may be con- 
tained in the ſmalleſt duodecimo; and itiis moſt 
aſtoniſhing, that there ever could have been 
people idle enough to write or read ſuch end- 
lels heaps of the ſame ſtuff, It was, however, 
the occupation of thouſands in the laſt centu- 
7y; and 1s ſtil] the private, though diſavowed, 
amuſement of young girls and ſentimental 
ladies. A love-ſick girl finds, in the Captain 
with whom ſhe is in love, all the courage and 
. all the graces of the tender and accompliſhed 
| Oroondatesz and many a grown-up, ſenti- 
mental lady, talks delicate Clelia to the hero, 
whom ſhe would engage to eternal love, or 
laments with her that love is not eternal. 


Ah! gu wil '/t deux Pain mer, ſi Pon ai;noit toujours | { 
Mats Gelas il neſt point d eternelles amnurs. 


It is, however, very well to have read one of 
thoſe extravagant works (of all which La Cal- 
prenede's are the beſt), becauſe it is well to be 


ate ale to talk, with ſome degree of knowledge, 
bt; Non all thoſe ſubjects that other people talk 
gil lmetimes upon; and I would by no means 


have any thigg, that is known to others, be 
ay unknown to you. It isa great advan- 
i WS for any man, to be able to talk or to 
ndra 8 © 8 hear, 
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hear, neither ignorantly nor abſurdly, upon 


abſurdly; it has appeared in their ! inattentine 
will but add a verſatility and eaſy conformity 


of manners, I know no company in which 


fary for you at this time, now that you are g0- 


have been a good while there, are generally 


any ſubject: for I have known people, who 
have not ſaid one word, hear 1gnorantly and 


and unmeaning faces. 
This, I think, is as little likely to happen 
to you, as to any body of your age : and if you 


you are likely to be de trop. 
This verſatility is more particularly necel- 


ing to ſo many different places ; for though 
the manners and cuſtoms of the ſeveral Courts 
of Germany are in general the ſame, yet eve- 
ry one has its particular characteriſtic; ſome t 
peculiarity or other, which ditinguifors it Ne 
{rom the next. This you ſhould carefully at-. 
tend to, and immediately adopt. Nothing e. 
flatters people more, nor makes ſtrangers ſo n. 


welcome, as ſuch an occafional conformity. WM in 


J do not mean by this, that you ſhould mimic IM or 


| the air and ſtiffneſs of every awkward German MM ot 


Court; no, by no means; but I mean that tal 
you ſhould only cheerfully comply, and fall 
in with certain local habits, ſuch as ceremo- 
nies, diet, turn of converſation, &c. People, 
who are lately come from Paris, and who 


* 
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ſuſpeCted, and eſpecially in Germany, of ha- 


ö ving a degree of contempt for every other 
i place. Take great care that nothing of this 
: kind appear, at leaſt outwardly, in your be- 
| haviour : but commend whatever deſerves any 
n Wl degree of commendation, without comparing 
u it with what you may have leſt, much better, 


5 Wl of the fame kind at Paris. As for inſtance, 
h W the German kitchen is, without doubt, exe- 

crable, and the French delicious : however, 
{. WH never commend the French kitchen at a Ger- 
o- Wl man table; but eat of what you can find tole- 
gh rable thavs, and commend it without com- 
rs Wl paring it to any thing better. I have known 
ve- many Britiſh Yahoos, who, though while 
me they were at Paris conformed to no one French 
; it WM cuſtom, as ſoon as they got any where elſe, 
at. talked of nothing but what they did, ſaw, and 
| eat, at Paris. The freedom of the French is 
not to be uſed indiſcriminately at all the Courts 
in Germany, though their eaſineſs may, and 
ought; but that too at ſome places more than 
others. The Courts of Manheim and Bonn, I 
take to be a little more unbarbariſed than 
lome others; that of Maience, an eccleſiaſti- 
cal one, as well as that of Treves, (neither of 
which is much frequented by foreigners) re- 
tains, I conceive, a great deal of the Goth 
ad Vandal ſtill. There, more reſerve and 
cere- 
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the French. At Berlin, you cannot be too 
French. Hanover, Brunſwick, Caſſel, Ge. 


are of the mixed kind, un peu Kern, mais 


el pas aſſez. 
Another thing, which I moſt earneſtly re. 


commend to you, not only in Germany, but 
in every part of the world, where you may 
ever be, is, not only real, but ſeeming atten- 


tion, to whomever you ſpeak to, or to who- 
ever ſpeaks to you. There is nothing ſo bru- 


tally ſhocking, nor ſo little forgiven, as a ſeem- 
ing inattention to the perſon who is ſpeaking 
to you; and I have known many a man 
knocked down, for (in my opinion) a much 


| flighter provocation, than that ſhocking inat- 


tention which I mean. I have ſeen many 
people, who, while you are ſpeaking to them, 
inſtead of looking at and attending to you, 
ſix their eyes upon the ceiling or ſome other 


part of the room, look out of the window, 
play with a dog, twirl their ſnuff-box, or 
pick their noſe. Nothing diſcovers a little, 


ſutile, frivolous mind more than this, and 


nothing is ſo offenſively ill-bred: it is an ex- 


plicit declaration on your part, that every 
the moſt trifling object deſerves your at- 


' tention more than all that can be ſaid by the 
' perſon who is [peaking to you. Judge of 


the 
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the ſentiments of hatred and reſentment, 
which ſuch treatment muſt excite in every 
breaſt where any degree of ſelf-love dwells ; 
and I am ſure, I never yet met with that breaſt 
where there was not a a great deal. I repeat it 
- WT :ain and again, (for it is highly neceſſary for 
it WF jou to remember it;) that ſort of vanity and 
elf love is inſeparable from human nature, 
1- Wl whatever may be its rank or condition; even 
o- jour ſootman will ſooner forget and forgive a 
u. beating, than any manifeſt mark of ſlight and 
n- Wl contempt. Be therefore, I beg of you, not 
ng WW enly really, but ſeemingly and manifeſtly, at- 
an I tentive to whoever ſpeaks to you; nay more, 


ich uke their tone, and tune yourſelf to their uni- 

at- bn. Be ſerious with the ſerious, gay with the 
any Wl gov, and trifle with the triflers. In aſſuming 

m, I ticle various ſhapes, endeavour to make each 

ou, ok them ſeem to fit eaſy upon you, and even 

ther Wt appear to be your own natural one. This 

o, s the true and uſeful verſatility, of which a 

Or thorough knowledge of the world at once 
ttle, Micaches the * the means of acqui- 

and Ming. 

ex- 


l am very ſure, at leaſt I hope, that you | 
very vill never make uſe of a filly expreſſion, which 
at- is the favourite expreſſion and the abſurd ex- 
y the Neue of all fools and blockheads; I cannot do 
ze of Mich a thing: a thing vy no means either mo- 
rally 
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long together to the ſame thing, ſays one fool: 


remember a very awkward fellow, who did not 
know what to do with his ſword, and who al. 


you againſt, is lazineſs; by which more people 


motion. Early in the morning go and ſec 
things; and the reſt of the day go and fe 


| bably you have thought of it yourſelf, to carr) 
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rally or phyſically impoſſible. I cannot attend 


that is, he is ſuch a fool that he will not. ] 


ways took it off before dinner, ſaying, that he 
could not poſſibly dine with his ſword on; up- 

on which I could not help telling him, that! 
really believed he could, without any probable MW, 


danger either to himſelf or others. It is 24 


ſhame and an abſurdity, for any man to ſay, 


that he cannot do all thoſe things, which are 


done by all the reſt of mankind. 


Another thing that I muſt earneſtly warn 


have loſt the fruit of their travels, than (per- 
haps) by any other thing. Pray be always in 


people. If you ſtay but a week at a place 
and that an inſignificant one, ſee, however 
all that is to be ſeen there; know as man 
people, and get into as many houles, as evet 


you can. 
I recommend to you likewiſe, hack. pro 


e! 

in your pocket a map of Germany in which 
the poſt-roads are marked; and alſo ſome ſho: 
book of travels through Germany. The forme, U 


W. 
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will belp to imprint in yout memory ſituations 
and diſtances: and the latter will point out 
many things ſor you to ſee, that might other- 
wiſe eſcape you; and which, though they may 
in themſelves be of little conſequence, you 


© Wl would regret not having ſeen, after having 

„deen at the places where they were. 

| Thus warned and provided for your jour- 

ic Wl icy, God you. you ; Felix n fit ! 
Adieu. 

5 
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8 a the 29th, O. 8. 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


s Wi} SExXD you the incloſed original, from B 
friend of ours, with my own commenta- 
ies upon the text; a text which I have fo of- 
en paraphraſed and commented upon already, 
hat I believe J can hardly ſay any thing new 
pon it: bur, however, I cannot give it over 
I am better convinced, than I yet am, that 
jou feel all the utility, the importance, and the, 
ſcceſſity, of it; nay, not only feel, but prac- 
eit. Your panegyriſt allows you, what moſt 
hers would be more than ſatisfied with in 
on, and chides me for not contenting my- 
with, Þ cfjentiellement bon: but I, who have 
becn 
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been in no one reſpect like other fathers, cannot 


tiecllement bon; becauſe I know that it will not 


care more for their money; and conſequent]; 


_ cheapeſt rate, the common run of education; 
that is, a ſchool till eighteen; the univerſity 


neither, like them, content myſelf with Pſp. 
do your bulineſs in the world, while you want 
quelque couches de vernes. Few fathers care 


much for their ſons; or, at leaſt, moſt of then 


content themſelves with giving them, at the 


till twenty; and a couple of years riding poſt 
through the ſeveral towns of Europe; impa- 


tient till their boobies come home ta be mar. | 
ried, and, as they call it, fettled. Of thoſe who ; 
really love their ſons, few know how to doit ; 
Some ſpoil them by fondling them while the . 
are young; and then quarrel with them, whe . 
they are grown up, for having been ſpoiled WM , 
ſome love them like mothers, and attend on 
to the bodily health and ſtrength of the hope n 
of their family, ſolemnize his birth day, an 5 
rejoice, like the ſubjects of the Great Mogul bo 
at the increaſe of his bulk : while others, min h 
ing, as they think, only eſſentials, take paiq y. 
and pleaſure to ſee in their heir all their ta 5 
vourite weakneſſes and imperfeCtions. I hop * 
and believe that I have kept clear of all then 
errors, in the education which I have give . 
you. No weakneſſes of my own | have warp. 
\ 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 361 


jr, no parſimony has ſtarved i it, no rigour has 
deformed it. Sound and extenſive learning 
was the foundation which I meancd to lay: I 
have laid it : but that alone, I knew, would 
by no means be ſufficient; the ornamental, the 


begun. In that view I threw you into the 
great world, entirely your own maſter, at an 
age when others either guzzle at the univerſity, 
or are ſent abroad in fervitude to ſome awk- 


to put you in the way, and the only way, of 
thole graces, which excluſively diſtinguiſh 


ral virtues, and all acquired learning, are of 
a0 fort of uſe in Courts and le beau monde; on 


thoſe places, as too ſevere, if not fmoothed 
and introduced by the graces ; but of theſe 


here are ſtill guelgues couches qui mangquent. 
Now, pray let me aſk you, coolly and ſeriouſ— 
V, pourquoi ces couches manquent- elles? for 
jou may as eaſily take them, as you may wear 
more or leſs powder in your hair, more or leſs 


or your wanting them, no other way in the 
Vo“. III. 200 0 world» 


ſhowiſh, the pleaſing ſuperſtructure, was to be 


ward, pedantic, Scotch governor. 'This was 
acquiring thoſe manners, that addreſs, and 


people of faſhion; and without which all mo- 


the contrary, I am not ſure if they are not an 
hindrance. They are feared and difliked in 


zraces, of this n=ceflary beau vernis, it ſeems 
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world, than from your not yet being convinced 
of their ſull value. You have heard ſome Eng. 
liſh bucks fay, Damn theſe finical outland. 
„ 1ſh airs; give me a manly refolute manner: 
te they make a rout with their graces, and talk 
like a parcel of dancing-maſters, and dreſs 
like a parcel of fops; one good Engliſhman 
will beat three of them.” But let your own 
obſervation undeceive you of theſe prejudices; 
I will give you one inſtance only, inſtead of 
an hundred that I could give you, of a very 
ſhining fortune and figure, raiſed upon no o- 
ther foundation whatſoever, than that of ad- 
_ dreſs, manners, and graces: Between you and 
me (tor this example muſt go no farther) what 
do you think made our friend, Lord A“ e, 
Colonel of a regiment of guards, Governor of 
Virginia, Groom of the Stole, and Ambaſh- 
dor to Paris; amounting in all to ſixteen or 
ſeventeen thouſand pounds a year ? Was it his 
birth? No; a Dutch gentleman only. Was 
it his eſtate? No, he had none. Was it his 
learning, bis parts, his political abilities and 
application? You can anſwer theſe queſtions as 
caſily, and as ſoon, as I can aſk them. What 
was it then? Many people wondered, but 1 do 
not; for I know, and will tell you. It was 
his air, his addreſs, his manners and his graces 
Ie pleaſed, and by pleaſing became a favou- 

| | oi | 1 


un! 
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rite and by becoming a favourite, became all 
that he has been fince. Show me any one in- 


tilhomme de la Chambre, twice Ambaſſador, 


character, the depth of his knowledge, or any 


nd in favour among the beau monde; and the late 
Regent's eldeſt daughter, now Madame de 


*e, Modene, took him next, and was near marry- 
rofWing him. Theſe early connections with wo— 
la- nen of the firſt diſtinction, gave him thoſe 
n or MW manners, graces, and addreſs, which you ſee 
this be has; and which, I can affure you, are all 
Was hat he has; for, ſtrip him of them, and he 
it bis will be one of the pooreſt men in Europe. ; 


and Man or woman cannot reſiſt an engaging ex- 
Ins as terior; it will pleaſe, it will make its way. 


What lou want, it ſeems, but guelques couches : for 


t 1 do God's ſake, loſe no time in getting them; and | 
Ic was "0v you have gone ſo far, complete the work. 
,racesMW/bink of nothing elſe till that work is finiſhed: 


favouſW©bvearied application will bring about any 


rite 1 king; 


lance, where i':trinfic worth and merit, un- 
aſiſted by exterior accompliſhments, have rai- 
ſed any man ſ high. You know the Duc de 
Richelieu, now Marechal, Cordon bleu, Gen- 


&c. By what means? Not by the purity of his 


uncommon penetration and ſagacity. Women 
r} alone formed and raiſed him. The Dutcheſs. 
o- Wl of Burgundy took a fancy to him, and had him 
4. before he was (ſixteen years old; this put him 
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thing; and ſurely your application can never. 
be ſo well employed as upon that object, which 
is abſolutely neceſſary to facilitate all others, 
With your knowledge and parts, if adorned 
by manners and graces, what may you not hope 
one day to be? But without them, you will be 
in the ſituation of a man who ſhould be very 
fleet of one leg, but very lame of the other, 
He could not run; the lame leg would check 
and clog the well one, which wowug be vey 
near uſeleſs. 
From my original plan for your education, 
I meant to make you un homme univerſel ; 
what depended upon me 1s executed, the little 
that remains undone depends ſingly upon you. 


Do not then diſappoint, when you can ſo ea- b 
fily gratify me. It is your own intereſt which I ' 
I am preſſing you to purſue, and it is the only d 
return that I deſire for all the care and affe : 
tion of Yours. J 


L E ＋ 1 * 1 ccXLVIIl. ki 


12 

| London, May the zue, 0. 8. 1752. * 

MY DEAR FRIEND, | | 
HE world is the book, 4 the only onalff "' 

to which at preſent I would have you A 

ey 


appiy yourſelf; and the thorough knowledg! 
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of it will be of more uſe to you than all the 
books that ever were read. Lay aſide the beſt 
book whenever you can go into the beſt com- 
pany; and depend upon it, you change for 
the better. However, as the moſt tumultuous. 
life, whether of buſineſs or pleaſure, leaves 
ſome vacant moments every day, in- which a 
book is the refuge of a rational being, Imean 
now to point out to you the method of em- 
ploying thoſe moments (which will and ought 
to be but few) in the moſt advantageous man- 
ner. 'Throw away none of your time upon 
Ty thoſe trivial futile books, publiſhed by idle or 
neceſſitous authors, for the amuſement of idle 
and ignorant readers :. ſuch ſort of books ſwarm 
and buzz about one every day; flap them a- 
way, they have no ſting. Certum pete finem: 
have ſome: one object for thoſe leiſure mo- 
ments; and purſue that object invariably till 
jou have attained it, and then take ſome 0- 
ther, For inſtance, conſidering your deſtina- 
tion, I would adviſe you to ſingle out the moſt 
WW icnarkable and intereſting æras of modern: 
III. ſtory, and confine all your reading to that 
fra, If you pitch upon the Treaty of Mun- 
ter, (and that is the proper period to begin K 
ty on vith in the courſe which I am now recom- v8 
ve you nending), do not interrupt it by dipping and 1 
wledge wniating. into other books unrelative to it = 
. . i = | 
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but conſult only the moſt authentic hiſtories, 
letters, memoirs, and negotiations, relative 
to that great tranſaction; reading and com- 
paring them, vith all that caution and diſtruſt 
Which Lord Bolingbroke recommends to you 


in a better manner and in better words than! 


can. The next period, worth your particulat 


knowledge, is the Treaty of the Pyrenees; 


which was calculated to lay, and in effect did 


lay, the foundation of the ſucceſſion of the 


Houſe of Bourbon to the Crown of Spain. 


Purſue that in the ſame manner; ſingling, out 


of the millions of volumes written upon that 


occaſion, the two or three moſt authentic ones; 


and particularly letters, which are the beſt 
authorities in matters of negotiation. Next 


come the Treaties of Nimeguen and Ryſwick; 


poſticripts, in a manner, to thoſe of Munſter 
and the Pyrenees. Thoſe two tranſactions 
have had great light tbrown upon them by the 
publication of many authentic and original 
letters and pieces. The conceſſions made at 
the Treaty of Ryſwick, by the then triumph- 


ant Lewis the. XIV*, aſtoniſhed all thoſe who 


viewed things only ſuperficially ; but, I ſhould 


think, muſt have been eaſily accounted for by 
thoſe who knew the ſtate of the kingdom of 
Spain, as well as of the health of its King 
| Charles the IId, at that tune. The interval 


bctween 


wick and the breaking out of the great war 


| great event: Two Partition Treaties; the death 
of the King of Spain; his unexpected Will, 
and the acceptance of it by Lewis the XIV* 

; in violation of the ſecond treaty of partition 


d juſt hgned and ratified by him; Philip the Vi. 
ie Wl quietly and cheerfully received in Spain, and 


n. acknowledged as King of it, by molt of thoſe 


ut Powers who afterwards joined in an alliance 


at Wl to dethrone him. I cannot help making this 
es; ¶ obſervation upon that occaſion; That character 
ell has often more to do in great tranſactions, 


than prudence and ſound policy: for Lewis 
giving a Bourbon King to Spain, at the ex- 
would have acquired much more ſolid and per- 


Sicily, and Lorraine, upon the foot of the ſe- 
cond Partition Treaty; and I think it was for- 


men 
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between the concluſion of the peace of Ryſ- 


in 1702, though a ſhort, is a moſt intereſting, 
one. Every week of it almoſt produced ſome 


the XIV® gratified his perſonal pride, by 
pence of the true intereſt of France; which 


mament ſtrength by the addition of Naples,. 
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tunate for Europe that he preferred the Will. 
It is true, he might hope to influence his 
grandſon; but he could never expect that his 
Bourbon poſterity in France ſhould influence 
bis Bourbon poſterity i in Spain ; he knew too- 
vell how weak the ties of blood are among 
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men, and how much weaker ſtill they are a: 
mong Princes. The Memoirs of Count Har. 
| Tach, and of Las Torres, give a good deal of 
light into the tranſactions of the Court of 


Spain previous to the death of that weak | 


King ; and the letters of the Marechal d'Har- 
court, then the French Ambaſſador in Spain, 


of which I have authentic copies in manu- } 


feript, from the year 1698 to 1701, have 
cleared up that whole affair to me. I keep 
that book for you. It appears by thoſe letters, 
that the imprudent conduct of the Houle of 


Auſtria, with regard to the King and Queen 
of Spain, and Madame Berlips, her favourite, 
together with the knowledge of the Partition 
Treaty, which incenſed all Spain, were the | 
true and only reaſons of the Will in favour of 


the Duke of Anjou. Cardinal Portocarrero, 

nor any of the Grandees, were bribed by France, 

as was generally reported and believed at that 
time; which confirms Voltaire's anecdote 
upon that ſubje&. Then opens a new ſcene 
and a new century: Lewis the XIV.'s good 
ſortune forſakes him, till the Duke of Marl- 
| borough and Prince Eugene make him amends 
for all the miſchief they had done him, by 
making the allies refuſe the terms of peace 
offered by him at Gertruydenberg. How the 
diſadvantageous peace of Utrecht was after- 
5 e wards 


you cannot inform yourſelf too minutely of all 
thoſe circumſtances, that treaty being the 
ſreſheſt ſource from whence the late tranſac- 
tons of Europe have flowed. The altera- 


„ wars Or treaties, are ſo recent, that all the 
written accounts are ro be helped out, pro- 
ved, or contradicted, by the oral ones of al- 
Dp I noſt every informed perſon of a certain age 
”” or rank in life. For the facts, dates, and ori- 


ok gina! pieces, of this century; you will find 
n mem in Lamberti, till the year 1715; and af- 

ter that time, in Rouſſet's Recueil. 
on do not mean that you ſhould plod hours 

be together in reſearches of this kind; no, you 
of W may employ your time more oſefutly : + = W 
"0; MW mean, that you ſhould make the moſt of the 

ak moments you employ, by method, and the 

at 


pur:uit of one ſingle object at a time. Nor 
ſhould I call it a digreſhon from that object, 


pretenſions of different Princes to the ſame 


ly way of remembering thole conteſted rights 


jute, Schwederus's Theatrum Pretenſionum, 
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wards brought on, you have Jately read; and 


tions which have ſince happened, whether by 


if, when you meet with claſhing and jarring | 
thing, you had immediately recourſe to other 
books, in which thoſe ſeveral pretenſions were 
clearly ſtated; on the contrary, that is the on- 


and claims: for, were a man to read feu: de 
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men, and bow much weaker ſtill they are a- 
mong Princes. The Memoirs of Count Har. 


rach, and of Las Torres, give a good deal of 


light into the tranſactions of the Court of 


Spain previous to the death of that weak | 


King; and the letters of the Marechal d'Har- 
court, then the French Ambaſſador in Spain, 

of which I have authentic copies in manu- 

ſeript, from the year 1698 to 1701, have 
cleared up that whole affair to me. I keep 
that book for you. It appears by thoſe letters, 
that the imprudent conduct of the Houſe of 


Auſtria, with regard to the King and Queen 
of Spain, and Madame Berlips, her favourite, 
together with the knowledge of the Partition 


Treaty, which incenſed all Spain, were the 
true and only reaſons of the Will in favour of 


the Duke of Anjou. Cardinal Portocarrero, | 


nor any of the Grandees, were bribed by France, 
as was generally reported and believed at that 
time; which confirms Voltaire's anecdote 


upon that ſubject. Then opens a new ſcene 


and a new century: Lewis the XIV. 's good 
ſortune forſakes him, till the Duke of Marl- 
borough and Prince Eugene make him amends 
for all the miſchief they had done him, by 
making the allies refuſe the terms of peace 
offered by him at Gertruydenberg. How the 
diladvantageous peace of Utrecht was after- 
_ wards 
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wth brought on, you have lately read; and 
you cannot inform yourſelf too minutely of all 
thoſe circumſtances, that treaty being the 
freſheſt ſource from whence the late tranſac- 
tions of Europe have flowed. The altera- 
tions which have ſince happened, whether by 
y wars Or treaties, are ſo recent, that all the 
written accounts are to be helped out, pro- 
ved, or contradicted, by the oral ones of al- 
P WW nolt every informed perſon of a certain age 
„ or rank in life. For the facts, dates, and ori- 


of ginal pieces, of this century ; you will find 
en chem in Lamberti, till the year 17153 and af- 
ter that time, in Rouſſet's Recueil. 

on 1do not mean that you ſhould plod hours 
he together in reſearches of this kind; no, you 
of may employ your time more uſefully : but 1 
'0 meavp, that you ſhould make the moſt of the 
* moments you employ, by method, and the 
at 


purſuit of one ſingle object at a time. Nor 
ſhould J call it a digreſſion from that object, 
if, when you meet with claſhing and jarring 
pretenſions of different Princes to the ſame 


books, in which thoſe ſeveral pretenſions were 
clearly ſtatedz on the contrary, that is the on- 
ly way of remembering thoſe conteſted rights 
and claims: for, were a man to read tout de 
ſuite, Schwederus's Theatrum Pretenſionum, 
3 „ he 


thing, you had immediately recourſe to other 
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he would only be confounded by the variety, 


and remember none of them; whereas, by | 
examining them occaſionally, as they happen | 
to occur, either in the courſe of your hiſtorical | 
reading, or as they are agitated in your own | 
| times, you will retain them, by connecting 
them with thoſe hiſtorical facts which occa- | 
ſioned your inquiry. For example, had you 
Tread, in the courſe of two or three folios of | 
Pretenſions, thoſe, among others, of the two | 
Kings of England and Pruſſia to Ooſt Friſe, | 


it is impoſſible that you ſhould have remem- 


bered them; but now that they are become | 

the debated object at the Dyet at Ratiſbon, | 
and the topic of all political converſations, if 
you conſult both books and perſons concern- | 


ing them, and inform yourſelf thoroughly, 


you will never forget them as long as you | 
live. You will hear a great deal of them on | 
one ſide, at Hanover; and as much on the | 
other ſide, afterwards, at Berlin: hear both | 
ſides, and form your own opinion; but diſ- 


pute with nei ther. 


Letters from foreign Miniſters, to their | 
Courts, and from their Courts to them, are, if 
genuine, the beſt and moſt authentic records 
you can read, as far as they can go. Cardinal 


d'Oſſat's, Preſident Jeannin's, D' Eſtrade's, 


Sir William Temple's, will not only inform 
8 , 
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your mind, but form your ſtyle ; which, in 
letters of buſineſs, ſhould be very plain and 
imple, but at the ſame time exceedingly clear, 
corre ct, and pure. 

All that I have ad may be reduced to 
theſe two or three plain principles: 1ſt, That 
you ſhould now read very little, but converſe 
a great deal; 2dly, To read no uſelefs, un- 
profitable books ; and, 3dly, That thoſe which 
you do read, may all tend to a certain object, 
and be relative to and conſequential of each 
other. In this method, half an hour's read- 


e Wl ing every day will carry you a great way. 
„ People ſeldom know how to employ their 
if } 


ime to the beſt advantage, till they have too 
little left to employ z but if, at your age, in 
„be beginning of life, people would but con- 


du baer the value of it, and put every moment 

on Wl o intereſt, it is incredible what an additional 
he und of knowledge and pleaſure ſuch an ceco- 
5 domy would bring in. I Jook back with re- 
il. 


gret upon that large ſum of time, which, in 
ny youth, I laviſhed away idly, without ei- 
tier improvement or pleaſure. Take warn- 
ng betimes, and enjoy every moment; plea- 


rde lures do not commonly laſt fo long as life, and 
n nerefore ſhould not be negleCted ; and the 
les, I bngeſt life is too ſhort for knowledge, conſe- 
om N 8 


ſuently every moment is precious. 
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I am ſurpriſed at having received no letter | 
from you ſince you left Paris. I till direct | 


this to Straſburgh, as Idid my two laſt. I ſhall | 


direct my next to the poſt-houſe at Matence, 
unlcts I receive, in the mean time, contrary 
inſtructlons from you. Adieu! Remember 
les attentiens: they muſt be your paſſports in- 
0 2 * 


- - 22 - 4 _—_ 
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f 

London, June the 234, O. s. 175322 dt 

my DEAR ä 0 
DIRECT this letter to Marence, where 'Y. 
think it is likely to meet you, ſuppoſing, | i 

as I do, that you ſtaid three weeks at Man- v 
heim after the date of your laſt from thence; WM n. 
but ſhould you have ſtaid longer at Manheim, WF be 
to which I have no objection, it will wait for WI. 
you ai Matence, Matence will not, I believe, . ,. 
have charms to detain you above a week; ſo , 
that I reckon you will be at Bonn at the and 4 
of July, N. 8. There you may ſtay juſt a MW 2, 


_ little or as long as you pleaſe, and then pro- 

ceed to Hanover. | 
J had a letter, by the laſt poſt, from a rela- 

tion of mine at Hanover, Mr Stanhope Alpin- 


wall, who is in the Duke of Newcaltle's of. 
fice, | 
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£ce, and has lately been appointed the King's 
notwithſtanding your views of foreign affairs, 
in that letter, there are very good lodgings to 
be had at one Mrs Meyers', the next door to 
in caſe Mrs Meyers will wait for you till the 
tember, N. S. which I ſuppoſe is about the 


time when you will beat Hanover. You will 
find this Mr Aſpinwall of great uſe to you 


n WF vill puff you there. Moreover, if you have 2 


©: Wl mind to work as a volunteer in that bureau, 


m. be will affiſt and inform you. In ſhort, he is 
n very honeſt, ſenſible, and informed man 
"© Wl 1nais ne pale pas beaucoup de ſa figure; il 
abuſe meme du privilege guont les hommes de- 
tre laids ; et il ne ſera pas en reſte, avec les 


3 WY Lions et les Leopards qu'il trouvera a Alger. 
"i 45 you are entirely maſter of the time when 


ela: are you maſter to ſtay at Hanover as long as 
pin: jou pleaſe, and to go from thence where you 


of- 
ficey 


Miniſter to the Dey of Algiers; a poſt which, 
I believe you do not envy him. He tells me 
the Duke of Newcaſtle's, which he offers to 
to take for you: I have deſired him to do it, 


latter end of Auguſt or the beginning of Sep- 


there. He will exert himſelf to the utmoſt to 
W ſerve you: he has been twice or thrice at Ha- 
1 nover, and knows all the allires there; he 
> is very well with the Duke of Newcaſtle, and 
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you will leave Bonn and go to Hanover, ſo 


Vos, ,.  Þ4 pleaſe; 
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| pleaſe; provided that at Chriſtmas you are at 


Berlin, for the beginning of the Carnival: 


this I would not have you ſay at Hanover, | 
_ conſidering the mutual diſpoſition of theſe two 


Courts; but, when any body aſks you where 
you are to go next, ſay, that you propoſe 


rambling in Germany, at Brunſwick, Caſſel, | 


Cc. till the next ſpring 3; when you intend to 
be in Flanders, in your way to England, I 


take Berlin at this time to be the politeſt, the 
moſt ſhining, and the moſt uſeful Court in | 
Europe, for a young fellow to be at; and | 
therefore I would upon no account not have | 


you there, for at leaſt a couple of the months 
of the Cartival, If you are as well received, 


and paſs your time as well, at Bonn, as I be. 


lieve you will, I would adviſe you to remain 
there till about the 20" of Auguſt, N. 8.; in 


four days more you will be at Hanover. As | 
for your ſtay there, it mult be ſhorter or longer, | 


according to certain circumſtances which you 
know of : ſuppoſing them at the beſt, then ſlay 


till within a weck or ten days of the King's 


return to England; but ſuppoſing them at the 


_ worſt, your ſtay muſt not be too ſhort, for rea | 


ſons which you alſo know: no reſentment 
muſt either appear or be ſuſpected; therefore, 
at worſt, I think you muſt remain there a 
month, and at beſt as long as ever you pleaſe. 


But 
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But I am convinced that all will turn out very 
well for you there. Every body is engaged or 


Engliſh and German, the principal Ladies, 


may apply to you, Nullum numen abeſt, | ſit 


J 

) back there from Turin much about the time 

you get thither: pray be very attentive to him, 

: and connect yourſelf with him as much as ever 

1 Wl you can; for, beſides that he is a very pretty 
d nd well-informed man, he is very much in 

© W faſhion at Hanover, is perſonally very well 

1s with the King and certain Ladies; ſo that a 
I, W viſible intimacy and connection with him 

vill do you credit and fervice. Pray culti- 

in Monßeur Hop, the Dutch Miniſter, who has 

in T :lways been very much my friend, and will, I 

\s am ſure, be yours: his manners, it is true, 

If are not very engaging ; he 1s rough, but he is 


04 Wl fincere. It is very uſeful ſometimes to ſee the 
ay Wl things which one ought to avoid, as it is right 
to ſee very often thoſe which one ought to imi- 
tate; and my friend Hop's manners will fre- 


be, by the rule of contraries. 


whom he ſays that we are doubly obliged: 
RN ules for good writing they with pains indite 
T ben ſhow us what is bad, by what they write, 


© om 
88 — 


inclined to help you; the Miniſters, both 
and moſt of the foreign Miniſters; fo that 1 


prudentia. Du Perron will, I believe, be 
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quently point out to you what yours ought to ; 


Congreve points out a ſort of critics, to | 
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It is certain that Monſieur Hop, with the 
beſt heart in the world, and a thouſand good 
 _ qualities, has a thouſand enemies, and hardly 
a friend; fingly from the roughneſs of his 
manners, 


N. B. 1 heartily with you could have ſtayed 
long enough at Manheim, to have been ſeri- 
_ ouſly and deſperately in love with Madame de 
Taxis; who I ſuppoſe is a proud, inſolent, fine 
Lady, and who would conſequently have ex- 
pected attentions little ſhort of adoration: no- 
thing would do you more good than ſuch a 
paſſion; and I live in hopes that ſomebody or 
other will be able to excite ſuch a one in you: 
your hour may not yet be come, but it will 
come. Love has been not unaptly compared 
to the ſmall-pox, which moſt people have 
ſooner or later. Iphigenia had a wonderful 
effect upon Cimon; I wiſh ſome Hanover 
Ipbigenia may try her ſkill upon you. 


I recommend to you again, though I have 


already done it twice or thrice, to ſpeak Ger- 
man, even affectedly, while you are at Ha- 
nover; which will thow that you prefer that 
Janguage, and be of more uſe to you there 
with /omebedy than you can imagine. When 
you carry my letters to Monſieur Munchauſen, 
and Monſieur Schwiegeldr, addreſs yourſell 
5 e | | {0 
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to them in German; the latter ſpeaks French 
great attention to Madame Munchauſen's 
trifles pleaſe mothers, and ſometimes fathers, 
univerſally, that the leaſt things either pleaſe 
imply, either a very ſtrong deſire of obliging, 


or an unpardonable indifference about it. I 
vill give you a ridiculous inſtance enough of 


. this truth, from my own experience. When 


a I was Ambaſſador the firſt time in Holland, 
Comte de Waſſenaer and his wife, people of 


11 boy of about three years old, of whom they 
od were exceedingly fond: in order to make my 


ve court to them, I was ſo too; and uſed to take 


ful the child often upon my lap, and play with 
vcr him. One day his noſe was very ſnotty, upon 
which I took out my handkerchief and wiped 
it for him; this raiſed a loud laugh, and they 


and mother were ſo pleaſed with it, that to 
this day it is an anecdote in the family; and 
never receive a letter from Comte Waſſenaer, 
but he makes me the compliments du morveux 
que j ai mouche autrefois ; who, by the way, 
Lam alfured, f is now the prettieſt young fellow 

"123 im 


very well, but the former extremely ill. Show- 
daughter, who is a great favourite: theſe little 
extremely, Obſerve, and you will find, almoſt 


or diſpleaſe moſt ; becauſe they neceſlarily 


a: i ie firſt rank and conſideration, had a little 
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called me a very handy nurſe: but the father 
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in Holland. Where one would gain people, 


remember that nothing is little. Adieu! 


L E T T ER CeCe. 

| Ende, June the 26th, 0. 8. 1752. 

My DEAR FRIEND, | 
8 I have reaſon to fear, from your laſt 
letter of the 18, N. S. from Manheim, 

that all, or at leaſt moſt of my letters to you, 
fince you left Paris, have miſcarried; I think 
it requiſite, at all events, to repeat in this, 


the neceſſary parts of thoſe ſeveral letters, as 
far as they relate to your future motions. 
I ſuppoſe that this will either find you or 


be but a few days before you at Bonn, where 


it is directed; and 1 ſuppoſe too, that you 
have fixed your time for going from thence 
to Hanover. If things turn out well at Ha- 


nover, as in my opinion they will, Ch: 2 bene 
non fi muova, ſtay there till a week or ten 


days before the King ſets out for England: 


but, ſhould they turn out ill, which I cannot 
imagine, ſtay however a month, that your 
departure may not ſeem a ſtep of difcontent 
or peeviſhneſs; the very ſuſpicion of which is 


by all means to be avoided. Whenever you 


leave Hanover, be it looner, or later, where 
would 


ep wee tn on <a. 
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would you go? Ella e Padrone, and I give 
you your choice. Would you paſs the months 
of November and December at Brunſwick, 
Cafſel, &c;:? Would you. chuſe to go for a 
couple of months to Ratiſbon; where you 

would be very well recommended to, and 
treated by, the King's Electoral Miniſter the 
Baron de Behr, and where you would im- 


prove your jus publicum? Or would you ra- 


ther go directly to Berlin, and ſtay there till 
the end of the Carnival? Two or three months 
at Berlin are, conſidering all circumſtances, 
neceſſary for you; and the Carnival months 
are the beſt. Pour le reſte, decidez en dernier 
reſort, et fans appel comme d abus. Let me 
only know your decree, when you have ſormed 
it. Your good or ill ſucceſs at Hanover will 
have a very great influence upon your ſubſe- 
quent character, figure, and fortune, in the 
world; therefore I confeſs that I am more 
anxious about it, than ever bride was on her 
wedding-night, when wiſhes, hopes, fears, 
and doubts, tumultuouſly agitate, pleaſe, and 
terrify her. It is your firſt criſis: the charac- 
ter which you acquire there, will, more or 

leſs, be that which will abide by you for the 
reſt of your life. You will be tried and jud- 
ged there, not as a boy, but as a man; and 
rom that moment there 1 is no appeal for cha- 


rater: * 
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racer: it is fixed. To form that character 


advantageouſly, you have three objects parti. 


cularly to attend to: your character as a man 


of morality, truth, and hondur; your know: 


ledge in the objects of your deſtination, as a 
man of buſineſs; and your engaging and inſi- 
nuating addreſs, air, and manners, as a cour- 
tier; the ſure and only ſteps to favour. Merit 
at Courts, without favour, will do little or 


nothing; favour, without merit, will do a 


good deal; but favour and merit together will 


do every thing. Favour at Courts depends 


upon fo many, ſuch trifling, ſuch unexpected, 


and unforeſeen events, that a good Courtier 


muſt attend to every circumſtance, bowever 


little, that either does or can happen: he 


muſt have no abſences, no diſtractions: he 
muit not ſay, I did not mind it; Who would 


have thought it?“ He ought both to have 


minded, and to have thought it. A chamber: 
maid has ſometimes cauſed revolutions in 
Courts, which have produced others in king- 
doms. Were I to make my way to favour in 


a2 Court, I would neither wilfully, nor by 
_ negligence, give a dog or a cat there reaſon to 


diſlike me. Two pres grieches, well inſtruct- 


ed, you know, made the fortune of de Luines 


with Lewis XIII. Every ſtep a man makes 
at Court requires as much attention and cir- 


um- 
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cumſpection, as thoſe which were made for- 
merly between hot plough-ſhares in the Or- 
deal or fiery trials, which in thoſe times of 
ignorance and ſuperſtition were looked upon 

as demonſtrations of innocence or guilt. Di- 
rect your principal battery, at Hanover, at 
the D of N 's: there are many very 
weak places in that citadel; where, with a 
very little ſcill, you cannot fail making a great 


* W inprefſion. Aſk for his orders, in every thing 
I you do; talk Auſtrian and Antigallican to 
, him; and, as ſoon as you are upon a foot of 


talking eaſily to him, tell him, en badinant, 
er chat his ſkill and ſucceſs in thirty or forty 
elections in England, leave you no reaſon to 
he doubt of his carrying his election for Frank- 
fort, and that you look upon the Archduke as 
14 Wl his Member for the Empire. In his hours of 
w ſſtivity and compotation, drop, that he puts 
WM jou in mind of what Sir William Temple 
i Wl lays of the Penſionary de Wit; who at that 
S Wl tine governed half Europe; that he appeared 
in it balls, aſſemblies, and public places, as if he 
by Wl had nothing elſe to do or to think of. When 
he talks to you upon foreign affairs, which he 
will often do, ſay, that you really cannot pre- 
ſume to give any opinion of your own upon 
thoſe matters, looking upon yourſelf, at pre- 
lent, EN as a poſtſcript to the corps diplo- 
ma- 


a — een ent ewes, 
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matique ; but that, if his Grace will be plea. 
ſed to make you an additional volume to it, | 
though but in duodecimo, you will do your 
| beſt that he ſhall neither be aſhamed nor re- 


pent of it. He loves to have a favourite, and 


to open himſelf to that favourite: he has now 
no ſuch perſon with him; the place is vacant, i 
and if you have dexterity you may fill it. In i. 
one thing alone, do not humour him; I mean i 
drinking: for as I believe you have never yet Wl þ 
been drunk, you do not yourſelf know how WW :: 
| you can bear your wine, and what a little too I ; 
much of it may make you do or ſay; you h. 
might poſſibly kick down all you had done th 
before. (y 
You do not love: gaming, and I tak Gol ſt 
for it; but at Hanover I would have you ſhow, WM jc 
and profeſs, a particular diſlike to play, fo as MW bu 
to decline it upon all occaſions, unleſs where ne 
one may be wanted to make a fourth at whiſt I 50 
or quadrille; and then take care to declare it ¶ bu 
the reſult of your complaiſance, not of your ne 
inclinations. Without ſuch precaution, you af. 
may very poſſibly be ſuſpected, though unjuſt- v0 
ly, of loving play, upon account of my former Hane 


paſſion for it; and ſuch a ſuſpicion would do hee 
you a great deal of hurt, eſpecially with the v. 
King, who deteſts gaming. I muſt end this Hi 


abruptly. God bleſs you. ood 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 
ERSATILITY as a Courtier, may be 1 
molt deciſive to you hereafter; that is, 
it may conduce to, or retard, your preferment 
in your own deſtination. The firſt reputation 
goes a great way; and if you fix a good one at 
Hanover, it will operate alſo to your advan- 
tage in England. The trade of a Courtier is 
25 much a trade as that of a ſhoe- maker; and 
du be who applies himſelf the moſt, will work 
ne che beſt: the only difficulty is to diſtinguiſh 
WM (what I am ſure you have ſenſe enough to di- 
ol Wl ſtinguiſh) between the right and proper quali- 
w, bcations and their kindred faults; for there is 
) 2s M but a line between every perfection and its 
ere Wl neighbouring imperfection. As for example, 
you muſt be extremely well-bred and polite, 
but without the troubleſome forms and ſtiff- 


four Bl neſs of ceremony. You mult be reſpectful and 
you W :ffenting, but without being ſervile and abject. 
juit- W Lou muſt be frank, but without indiſcretion ; 
_ and cloſe, without being coſtive. You muſt 
d do 


keep up dignity of character, without the leaſt 
pride of birth or rank. You mult be gay, 
| this Within all the bounds of decency and reſpect ; 
| a grave, without the alfeCtation of wiſdom, 
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| which does not become the age of twenty, 
You muſt be eſſentially ſecret, without being 
dark and myſterious. You muſt be ficm, and 
even bold, but with great ſeeming modeſty, 
With theſe qualifications, which, by the 
way, are all in your own power, I will anſwer 
for your ſucceſs, not only at Hanover, but at 
any Court in Europe. And I am not ſorry 
that you begin your apprenticeſhip at a little 
one; becauſe you muſt be more circumſpect 
and more upon your guard there, than at a 
great one, where every little thing is not  ; 
known nor reported. 10 | 
When you write to me, or to any dude elſe, MI, 
from thence, take care that your letters con- 
tain commendations of all you ſee and hear y 
there; for they will moſt of them be opened 1 
and read: but, as frequent Couriers will come * 
from Hanover to England, you may ſometimes g. 
write to me without reſerve; and put your et- g. 
ters into a very little box, which you may ſend WM tn 
ſafely by ſome of them. cl 
I muſt not omit mentioning to you, that, at 
the Duke of Newcaſtle's table, where you will 
frequently dine, there is a great deal of drink- 
ing: be upon your guard againſt it, both up- 
on account of your health, which would not 
bear it, and of the conſequences of your being 
fluſtered and heated with wine; it might en- 
| gage 
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eage in ſcrapes and frolics, which the King 
(who is a very ſober man himſelf) deteſts. On 
the other hand, you ſhould not ſeem too grave 
and too wiſe to drink like the reſt of the com- 
pany 3 therefore uſe art: mix water with your 
wine; do not drink all that is in the glaſs; 
and if detected, and preſſed to drink more, 
do not cry out ſobriety; but ſay, that you have 
lately been out of order, that you are ſubje& 
a WW to inflammatory complaints, and that you muſt 
2 beg to be excuſed for the preſent. A young 
ot fellow ought to be wiſer than he ſhould ſeem 
to bez and an old fellow ought to ſeem wiſe 

ſe, MW whether he really be ſo or not. 
n- During your ſtay at Hanover, I would have 
car I you make two or three excurſions to parts of 
ied WM that Electorate: the Hartz, where the ſilver 
mines arez Gottingen, for the univerſity; 
nes Wl Stade, for what commerce there is. You 
let. I mould alſo go to Zell. In ſhort, ſee every 
end I thing that is to be ſeen there, and inform your- 
{cf well of all the details of that country. G 
to Hamburgh for three or four days; know the 
conſtitution of that little Hanſeatic Republic, 
and inform yourſelf well of the nature of the 
King of Denmark's pretenſions to it. 

If all things turn out right for you at Hano- 
rer, I would have you make it your head- 


. till about a were or ten days before = 
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lin, where I would have you be by Chriſtmas, 
At Hanover you will very eaſily get good let- 


lieve you will; and aſter that I 9 we ſhall 
meet here again. 


et poſſible, par le brillant, les manieres, et la 
graces. Indeed it is of the greateſt import- 
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the King leaves it; and then go to Brunſwick, 
which though a little, is a very polite, pretty MI , 
Court. You may ſtay there a fortnight or 
three weeks, as you like it: and from thence 
go to Caſſel; and there ſtay till you go to Ber. 


ters of recommendation to Brunſwick and to 
Caſſel. You do not want any to Berlin; how- MM , 


ever, I will ſend you one for Voltaire. 4 


propos of Berlin: Be very reſerved and cauti- MW \ 
ous, while at Hanover, as to that King and Ml 5 


that country; both which are deteſted, becauſe y 


feared, by every body there, from his Majeſty M 1 


down to the meaneſt peaſant : but, however, y 
| they both extremely deſerve your utmoſt at- b 
' tention; and you will fee the arts and wiſdom ; 
of government better in that country, now, Ml {| 
than in any other in Europe. You may ſtay it 


three months at Berlin, if you like it, as I be- c 


Of all the places in the world (1 repeat i 
once more) eſtabliſh a good reputation at Ha- 
nover; et faites vous valoir la, autant qui 


ance to you, and will make any future appli- 
cition to the King in your behalf very ealj: 
e 6 | He 
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He is more taken by thoſe little things, than 
any man, or even woman, that I ever knew 
in my life: and I do not wonder at him. In 
ſhort, exert to the utmoſt all your means and 
powers to pleaſe; and remember, that he who 
pleaſes the moſt, will riſe the ſooneſt and the 
higheſt. Try but once the pleaſure and advan- 
tage of pleaſing, and I will anſwer that you 
will never more neglect the means. 

I ſend you herewith two letters; the one to 
Monſieur Munchauſen ; the other o Monſieur 
Schwiegeldt, an old friend of mine, and a 
very ſenſible knowing man. They will both, 
I am ſure, be extremely civil to you, and carry 
you into the beſt company; and then it is your 
buſineſs to pleaſe that company. I never was 
more anxious about any period of your life, 
than I am about this your Hanover expedition, 
it being of ſo much more conſequence to you 
than any other, If I hear from thence, that 
you are liked and loved there, for your air, 
your manners, and addreſs, as well as eſteemed 
lor your knowledge, I ſhall be the happieſt 
man in the world; judge then what I mull be 
if it happens otherwiſe. Adieu! 
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London, july the tk; O. 8 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Y my calculation, this letter may proba- 

bly arrive at Hanover three or four days 
before you; and as J am ſure of its arriving 
there ſafe, it ſhall contain the moſt material 


points that I have mentioned in my ſeveral | 


letters to you ſince you left Paris, as if you 
had received but few of them, which may very 
probably be the caſe, 

As for your ſtay at Hanover, it muſt not in 
all events be leſs than a month; bur, if things 
turn out to your ſatisfaFion, it may juſt be as 
long as you pleaſe, From thence you may go 
wherever you like; for I have ſo good an opi- 
nion of your judgment, that I think you will 
combine and weigh all circumſtances, and 


chuſe the propereſt places. Would you ſaun- 


ter at ſome of the ſmall Courts, as Brunſwick, 


Caſſel, Cc. till the Carnival at Berlin ? You | 


are maſter. Would you paſs a couple of 
months at Ratiſbon, which might not be ill 
employed? A la bonne heure, Would you go 
to Bruſſels, ſtay a month or two there with 


 Dayrolles ; and from thence to Mr Yorke, at 


the Hague? With all my heart. Or, laſtly, 


would 


r poet 28Þv gn» 
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would you go to Copenhagen and Stockholm? 

Ella 6 anche Padrone : chuſe entirely for your- 
elf, without any farther inſtructions from me; 
only let me know your determination in time, 
that I may ſettle your credit, in caſe you go 
to places where at preſent you have none. 
8 Your object ſhould be to fee the mores multo- 
um hominum et urbes ; begin and _ it where 


* W you pleaſe. 
1 By what you have already ſeen of the Ger- 
ou 


man Courts, I am ſure you muſt have obſerved 
wat they are much more nice and ſcrupulous, 
in points of ceremony, reſpect, and attention, 
than the greater Courts of France and England. 
You will therefore, I am perſuaded, atrend 
to the minuteſt circumſtances of addreſs and 
behaviour, particularly during your ſtay at 
Hanover, which (I will repeat it, though I 
have ſaid it often to you already) is the moſt 
important preliminary period of your whole 
life, Nobody in the world is more exact, in 
all points of good-breeding,. than the King; 
and it is the part of every man's character 
that he informs himſelf of firſt. The leaſt ne- 
gligence, or the ſlighteſt inattention, reported 
to him, may do you infinite prejudice z as 
their contraries would ſervice. - 
If Lord Albemarle (as I believe he tid) 
truſted you with the ſecret affairs of his depart- 
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ment, let the Duke of Newcaſtle know that 
he did ſo; which will be an inducement to | 


him to truſt you too, and poſſibly to employ 


you in affairs of conſequence. Tell him, 
that, though you are young, you know the | 


importance of ſecrecy in buſineſs, and can keep 


a ſecret: that I have always inculcated this | 


doctrine into you; and have moreover ſtrictiy 


forbidden you ever to communicate, even to 


me, any matters of a ſecret nature, which 


you may happen to be truſted with In the | 


courle of buſineſs. 


As for buſineſs, I think 1 can truſt you to 


yourſelf : but I wiſh I could fay as much for 
you with regard to thoſe exterior accompliſh- 
ments, which are abſolutely neceſſary to ſmooth 
and ſhorten the way to it. Half the buſineſs 


is done, when one has gained the heart and 


the affections of thoſe with whom one is to 


tranſact it. Air and addreſs muſt begin, man- 


ners and attention muſt finiſh, that work. I 


will let you into one ſecret concerning myſelf; 


which is, that I owe much more of the ſuc- 
ceſs which I have had in the world, to my 


manners, than to any ſuperior degree of merit 


or knowledge. I defired to pleaſe, and I ne- 
glected none of the means. This, I can aſſure 
you, without any falſe modeſty, is the truth. 
You have more knowledge t than I had at your 
ages 
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and good-breeding than you. Call it vanity, 
if you pleaſe, and poſſibly it was ſo ; but my 
great object was, to make every man I met 
with like me, and every woman love me. I 


often ſucceeded : but why? By taking great 
| pains; for otherwiſe I never ſhould ; my figure 


by no means entitled me to it, and I had cer- 


tainly an up-hill game : whereas your coun- 


tenance would help you, if you made the moſt 
of it, and proſcribed for ever the guilty, gloomy, 
and funereal part of it. Dreſs, addreſs, and 
ait, would become your beſt countenance, and 
make your little figure paſs very well. 

If you have time to read, at Hanover, pray 
let the books you read be all relative to the 
hiſtory and conſtitution of that country; which 


| would have you know as correctly as any 
Hanoverian in the whole Electorate. Inform 
yourſelf of the powers of the States, and of 


the nature and extent of the ſeveral Judica- 


tures; the particular articles of trade and 
commerce of Bremen, Harburg, and Stade; 
the details and value of the mines of the Hartz. 
Two or three ſhort books will give you the 
outlines of all theſe things; and converſation, 


turned upon thoſe ſubjects, will do the reſt, 
and better than books can. 


n of all things to ſpeak nothing 


but. 
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age, but then I had much more attention. 
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but German there : make it (ro expreſs my. 


ſelf pedantically) your vernacular language; 


ſeem to prefer it to any other; call it your fa- 


vourite language; and ſtudy to ſpeak it with 
purity and elegancy, if it has any. This will 


not only make you perfect in it, but will 


pleaſe, and make your court there better than 


any thing. A propos of languages: Did you 


improve your Italian while you were at Paris, | 


or did you forget it? Had you a maſter there; 
and what Italian books did you read with 
him? If you are maſter of Italian, I would 
have you afterwards, by the firſt convenient 
opportunity, learn Spanith; which you may 
very eaſily, and in a very little time, do: you 
will then, in the courſe of your foreign buſi- 


neſs, never be obliged to employ, pay, or truſt, 


any Tranſlator, for any European language. 
As I love to provide eventually for every 
thing that can poſſibly happen, I will ſuppoſe 
the worſt that can befall you at Hanover, In 
that caſe, I would have you go immediately 
to the Duke of Newcaſtle, and beg his Grace's 
advice, or rather orders, what you ſhould do; 


adding, that his advice will always be orders 


to you. You will tell him, that, though you 


are exceedingly mortified, you are much leſs 


ſo, than you ſhould otherwife be, from the cone 
fideration, that, being utter! y unknown to his 


M, 
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M—, his objection could not be perſonal to 


u jourſelf entirely to him, whoſe orders you 
„ ſhould moſt ſcrupulouſly obey. But this pre- 


; Wl caution, I dare ſay, is ex abundanti, and will 
h prove unneceſſary: however, it is always right 
ld Wl to be prepared for all events, the worſt as 
nt well as the beſt; it prevents hurry and ſur- 
ay W priſe, two dangerous ſituations in buſineſs: _ 
ou bor I know no one thing ſo uſeful, ſo neceflary, 
i- in all buſineſs, as great coolneſs, ſteadineſs, 
ft, WW and /ang froid ; they give an incredible ad- 


2. WE rantage over whomever one has to do with. 


ry I haye received your letter of the 15, N. S. 
ole WW from Maience, where I find that you have 
Tn WF diverted yourſelf much better than I expected. 


dly | am very well acquainted with Comte Co- 
ce's ¶ bentzel's character, both of parts and buſineſs. 
do; WW ile could have given you letters to Bonn, ha- 
lers Wing formerly reſided there himſelf. You will 


vith a ſecond German Mrs F 
— VC•ö | 


you, and could only ariſe from circumſtances 
which it was not in your power either to pre- 
vent or remedy : that if his Grace thought, 
that your continuing any longer there would 
| be diſagreeable, you intreated him to tell you 
no; and that, upon the whole, you referred 


tt be ſo agreeably electriſted, where this let- 
ter will find you, as you were both at Man- 
deim and Maience; but I hope you may meet 


d, who 
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may make you forget the two former ones, 
and praCtiſe your German. Such tranſient 
paſſions will do you no harm; but, on the 
contrary, a great deal of good: they will re. 
fine your manners, and quicken your atten- 
tion; they give a young fellow du brillant, 
and bring him into faſhion ; which laſt is a 
great article in ſetting out in the world, | 
I have wrote, above a month ago, to Lord 
Albemarle, to thank him for all his kindneffes | 
to you; but pray have you done as much? 
Thoſe are the neceſſary attentions, which 
ſhould never be omitted, eſpecially in the be- 
ginning of life, when a charnkder! is to be e- 
ſtabliſhed. | 
That ready wit which you ſo denen allow | 
me, and ſo juſtly Sir Charles Williams, may 
create many admirers ; but, take my word for | 
It, it makes few friends. It ſhines and daz- | 
zles like the noon-day ſun; but, like that too, 
is very apt to ſcorch, and therefore is always | 
feared. The milder morning and evening 
light and heat of that planet, ſoothe and calm 
our minds. Good ſenſe, complaiſance, gen- 
tleneſs of manners, attentions, and graces, 
are the only things that truly engage and 
durably keep the heart at long run. Never 
| ſeek for wit: if it preſents itſelf, well and 
good; but even in that caſe, let your judge-| 
ment 


_ 0. 
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ment interpoſe, and take care that it be not 
at the expence of ny 1 0 Pope ſays 8 ; 
üg, 


There are whom Heaven has bleſs'd with ſtore of n, | 
Yet want as much again to govern it. 


And in another place, I doubt with too much 
truth, 

For wit and judgment ever are at ſtrife, 

Though meant each other's aid, like man and wife. 

The Germans are very ſeldom troubled 
with any extraordinary ebullitions or effer- 
veſcences of wit, and it is not prudent to try 
it upon them; whoever does; of endet ſolido. 

Remember to write me very minute accounts 
of all your tranſactions at Hanover, for they 


excite both my IN and anxiety. A- 
dieu. 


„ KT: T E R COLL. 
| London, Auguſt the 4th, 0. 8. 1752. 
My DEAR FRIEND, 
AM extremely concerned at the return of 
your old aſthmatic complaint, which your 
letter from Caſſel of the 28th July, N. S. in- 
forms me of. I believe it is chicfly owing to 


** own negligence; tor notwithſtanding the 
ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon of the year, and the heat and agitation 
of travelling, I dare ſwear you have not taken 
one ſingle doſe of gentle, cooling, phylic, 
ſince that which I made you take at Bath, I 
hope you are now better, and in better hands, 
1 mean in Dr Hugo's at Hanover: he is cer- M 
tainly a very ſkilful phyſician ; and therefore! 
deſire that you will inform him moſt minutely , 
of your own caſe, from your firſt attack in . 
Carniola to this laſt at Marpurgh; and not FF ,, 
only follow his preſcriptions exactly at pre- I . 
ſent, but take his directions with regard to n 
the regimen that he would have you obſerve Wl | 
to prevent the returns of this complaint; and, g 
in caſe of any returns, the immediate applica- I br 
tions, whether external or internal, that he 
would have you make uſe of, Conſider, it is I ge 
very well worth your while to ſubmit at pre- 
Tent to any Courſe of medicine or diet, to any 
reſtraint or confinement, for a time, in order 
to get rid, once for all, of ſo troubleſome and 
Painful a diſtemper; the returns of which 
would equally break in upon your buſinels 
or your pleaſures. Notwithſtanding all this, Hit, 
which is plain ſenſe and reaſon, I much fear Nu. 
that, as ſoon as ever you are got out of your iir. 
preſent diſtreſs, you will take no preventive; , 
Care, by a proper courſe of medicines and re- hie 
gimen; but, * moſt People of your bn hin 
think 


an 


the 


the 


ALY it impoſſible that you ever ſhould be ill 
again. However, if you will not be wiſe for 


and moſt ſcrupulouſly obſerve Dr Hugo? s pre- 
ſent and future directions. 
Hanover, where I take it for granted you 
are, 1s at preſent the ſeat and centre of foreign 
negotiations: there are Miniſters from almoſt 
every court in Europe; and you have a 80 
opportunity of diſplaying with modeſty, 1 
© WF converſation, your knowledge of the matters 
to Wl now in agitation. The hint I take to be the 


ve Election of the King of the Romans; which, 


nd, though I deſpair of, I heartily wiſh were 


ca-: brought about, for two reaſons. The firſt is, 
he W that I think it may prevent a war upon the 


it is I death of the preſent Emperor; who, though 
re. joung and healthy, may poſſibly die, as youn 8 
an) I and healthy people often do. The other is 
rder I the very reaſon that makes ſome Powers op- 
and poſe it, and others diſlike it who do not openly 


oy oppoſe it; I mean, that it may tend to make 
nels 


this, 
fear, 
your 
ntive 
d re- 

age; 
think 


with a very great increaſe of power in the Em- 
prez till when, Germany will never be any 


Richelicu ſhoved his ſuperior abilities! in no- 


0 A 1. 1 expenſe 
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your own fake, I defire you will be ſo for mine, 


—— 
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the Imperial dignity hereditary in the Houſe 
ak Auſtriaz which I heartily wiſh, together 


thing near a match for France. Cardinal 


ling more, than in thinking no pains nor 
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_ expenſe too great to break the power of the 


Houſe of Auſtria in the Empire. Ferdinand 
had certainly made himſelf abſolute, and the 
Empire conſequently formidable to France, 
if that Cardinal had not piouſly adopted the 


Proteſtant cauſe, and put the Empire, by the 
treaty of Weſtphalia, in pretty much the ſame 
disjointed ſituation in which France itſelf was 
before Lewis the XIth; when Princes of the 
blood, at the head of provinces, and Dukes of 
Brittany, &c. always oppoſed, and often gave 
laws to, the Crown. Nothing but making the 


Empire hereditary 1 in the Houſe of Auſtria, 


can give it that ſtrength and efficiency, which 
I wiſh it had, for the ſake of the balance of 
power, For, while the Princes of the Em- 
pire are ſo independent of the Emperor, ſo 


divided among themſelves, and ſo open to the 


corruption of the beſt bidders, 1t is ridiculous 
to expect that Germany ever will, or can, act 


as a compact and well united body againſt 
France. But as this notion of mine would 28 


little pleaſe me of our friends, as many of 


our enemies, I would not adviſe you, though 


you ſhould be of the ſame opinion, to declare 
_ yourſelf too freely fo. Could the Elector Pa- 


latine be fatisfie!, which I confeſs will be 


difficult, conſidering the nature of bis pre- 


tenſions, the tenaciouſneſs and haughtineſs of 
the 
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the Court of Vienna, and our inability to do, 
25 we have too often done, 'their work for 
them; I ſay, if the Elector Palatine could be 


: engaged to give his vote, I ſhould think it 

b would be right to proceed to the election with 

de a clear majori ty of ſive votes; and leave the 
King of Pruſſia and the Elector of Cologne 


to proteſt and remonſtrate as much as ever 
he Wl they pleaſe. The former is too wiſe, and the 
of latter too weak in every reſpect, to act in 
conſequence of thoſe proteſts. The diſtract- 
he ed ſituation of France, with its eccleſiaſtical 
and parliamentary quarrels, not to mention 
ich che illneſs and poſſibly the death of the Dau- 
of bphin, will make the King of Pruſſia, who is 
certainly no Frenchman in his heart, very 
cautious how he acts as one. The Elector 
of Saxony will be influenced by the King of 
Poland; who muſt be determined by Ruſſia, 
conſidering his views upon Poland, which, by 
the bye, I hope he will never obtain, I mean 
35 to making that crown hereditary 1 in his fa- 
mily. As for his ſon's having it by the pre- 
carious tenure of election, by which his father 
now holds it, 2 la bonne heure. But, ſhould 
Poland have a good government under heredi- 
tary Kings, there would be a new devil raiſed 
in Europe, that I do not know who could 
lay, I am. ſure I would not raiſe him, 
S344 though 
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thongh on my own ſide, for the preſent. 

I do not know how I came to trouble my 
head ſo much about politics to-day, which haz 
been fo very free from them for ſome years; 
I ſuppoſe it was, becauſe I knew that I was 

writing to the moſt conſummate politician of 


this and his age. If I err, you will ſet me 


right: Si quid novifti rectius Nis, rana! ms 
perti, &c. 


I am exceſſively impatient how your next 


letter, which I expect by the firſt poſt from 


Hanover, to remove my anxiety, as I hope 
it will, not only with regard to your health, 
but likewiſe to other things; in the mean 


time, in the language of a pedant, but with 


the tenderneſs of a parent, jubeo te hene valere. 
Lady Cheſterfield makes you many compli- 
ments, and is much concerned at your indil- 


poſition. 


— 


L E TT 1 COLT, 


A Monſieur de Voltaire pour lors 2 a Berlin, 


A 1 27 FL Aout, v. 8. 1752. 
MONSIEUR, 


E m'intéreſſe infiniment à tout ce qui 
touche Monſieur Stanhope, qui aura Phon · 


neur de vous rendre cette lettre; c'eſt pour. 
| quoi | 
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quoi je prens la liberté de vous le preſenter z 
je ne peux pas lui en donner une preuve plus 
convainquante. Il a beaucoup lù, il a beau- 
coup viz s'il Va bien digere, voila ce que 


x je ne [Gals pas; il n'a que vingt ans. II a 

F deja ete à Berlin il y a quelque annèes, et 

4 celt pourquoi il y retourne a preſent ; car a 

A cette heure on revient au Nord par les memes 
raiſons, pour leſquelles on alloit il n'y a pas 

+ © /ongtems au Sud. 

Permettez, Monſieur, que je vous remer- 


de cie du plaifir et de l'inſtruction que m'a donne 
h, votre Hiſtoire du Siècle de Louis XIV. Je 
ne Pai lh encore que quatre fois, c'eſt que je 
voudrois Poublier un peu avant la cinquieme, 
mais je vois que cela m'eſt impoſſible; Pat- 
tendrai donc Paugmentation que vous nous en 
avez promis, mais je vous ſupplie de ne me 
la pas faire attendre longtems. Je croiois 
ſcavoir paſſablement l'Hiſtoire du Siccle de 
Louis XIV. motennant les milliers d'Hi- 
ſoires, de Memoires, d Anecdotes, Sc. que 
jen avois lu; mais vous m'avez bien montre 


A que je m'etois trompe, et que je n'en avois 
qu'une idèe tres confuſe à bien des egards, et 

15% ues fauſſe à bien d'autres. Que je vous ſgais _ 
- re fur tout, Monſieur, du jour dans lequel 
qui 

8 vous avez mis les folies et les fureurs des ſec- 

non · 

h ur. Vous emplolez contre ces fous ou ces 

our- 


Vo im- 
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impoſteurs les armes convenables ; d'en em- 
Ploter d'autres ce ſeroit les imiter : c'eſt par 


Te ridicule quil faut les attaquer, c 'eſt par le 


mepris qu'il faut les punir. A propos de ces 
fous, je vous envoie ci-jointe une piece ſur 
leur ſujet par le feu Docteur Swift, laquelle 


Je crois ne vous deplaira pas. Elle n'a jamais 


ete imprimee, vous en devinerez bien la rai- 
ſon, mais elle eſt authentique. Jen ai Pori- 


ginal ecrit de ſa propre main. Son Jupiter, 
au jour du jugement, les traite à peu pres 


comme vous les traites, et comme is le 
meritent. | 


Au reſte, Monſieur, je vous dirai franche- 


ment, que je ſuis embaraſſe ſur votre ſujet, et 
que je ne peux pas me decider ſur ce que je 


ſouhaiterois de votre part. Quand je lis votre 


derniere hiſtoire, je voudrois que vous fuſhez 
toujours hiſtorien; mais quand je lis votre 


Rome Sauvee (toute mal imprimee et defi- 


gurèe qu'elle eſt) je vous voudrois toujours 


Poëte. Pavoue pourtant qu'il vous reſte en- 
core une hiſtoire A ecrire, digne de votre 


_ plume, et dont votre plume eſt ſeule digne. 
Vous nous avez donné il y a longtems hi- 


ſtoire du plus grand Furiex (je vous demande 
par don fi je ne peux pas dire du plus grand 


Heros) de l'Europe. Vous nous avez donne 


en dernier lieu, I hiſtoire du plus ROE Roi; 
donne 


00 
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donnez nous, a preſent, Phiſtoire du plus 
grand et du plus honnete Homme de PEu- 
rope, que je croirois degrader en appellant 
Roi. Vous Pavez toujours devant vos yeux, 
rien ne vous ſeroit plus facile; fa glorie n' exi- 
geant pas votre invention poëtique, mais pou- 
vant ſe repoſer en toute ſurete ſur vorre verite 
biſtorique. II n'a rien a demander a fon hi- 
ſtorien, que ſon premier deyoir comme hi- 
ſtorien, qui eſt, Ne quid falf: dicere audeat, 
ne quid veri non audeat. Adieu, Monſieur: 
je vois bien que je dois vous admirer de plus 
en plus tous les jours, mais auſſi je ſgais bien 
que rien ne pourra-Jamais ajouter a Veſtime et 
a Pattachement AVEC — * Luis IEIEINE> 
ment, R 
Votre tres i homble,: 
tres obeiflant ſerviteur, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


3 — _ © — 
> — 


TRANSLATION. 
London, Auguſt the 27th, O. S. 1752. 
SIR, 
DO a moſt convincing proof how infinite- 
ly I am intereſted in every thing which 
concerns Mr Stanhope, who will have the ho- 


nour of preſenting ms this letter, I take the 
liberty 
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liberty of introducing him to you. He has 
read a great deal, he has ſeen a preat deal; 
| whether or not he has made a proper uſe of 
that knowledge, is what I do not know ; he 
is only twenty years of age. He was at Ber. 
lin ſome years ago, and therefore he returns 
| thither ; for at preſent people are attracted to- 
wards the north, by the fame motives which 
but lately drew them to the ſouth. 
Permit me, Sir, to return you thanks ſor 
the pleaſure and inſtruction I have received 
from your Hiſtory of Lewis XIV. I have 
as yet read it but four times, becauſe T wiſh to 
forget it a little before J read it a fifth; but! 
find that impoſſible : I ſhall therefore only 
Wait till you give us the augmentation which 
you promiſed; let me intreat you not to defer 
it long. I thought myſelf pretty converſant 
in the Hiſtory of the Reign of Lewis XIV. 
by means of thoſe innumerable hiſtories, me- 
moirs, anecdotes, &c. which I had read rela- 
tive to that period of time. You have convin- 
ced me that I was miſtaken, and had upon that 
ſubject very confuſed ideas in many reſpects, 
and very falſe ones in others. Above all, I 
cannot but acknowledge the obligations we 
| have to you, Sir, for the light which you have 
thrown upon the follies and outrages of the 
different ſects: the Wen you employ a 
1 
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gainſt thoſe madmen, or thoſe impoſtors, are 


the only ſuitable ones; to make uſe of any o- 
thers, would be imitating them: they muſt be 
attacked by ridicule, and punithed with con- 


tempt. A propos of thoſe fanatics: I fend 
you here incloſed, a piece upon that ſubject, 


written by the late Dean Swift *. I believe 
| £45 þ Ny B you 


The performance here alluded to, it is concluded, can 
be no other than the following little poem, entitled, The 


Day of Judgment: which is not to be found in any edition 


of the Dean's works; but of which, ſome time ago, an in- 
correct copy found its way into one of the public papers. 


t is here given to the reader, as a curioſity, and as a key to 
Swifvs religious character, which was oddly compounded of 
the oppoſite nn of EN and bigotry, 


The Day of JuponeNt, 


With a whirl of thought oppreſs' d, 

I ſunk from reverie to reſt, _ 

An horrid viſion feiz'd my head: 

I ſaw the graves give up their dead ! 

Jovx, erm'd with terrors, burſts the ſkies, 

And thunder roars, and lightning flies! 

Amaz'd, confus'd, its fate unknown, 

The world ſtands trembling at his throne! 

While each pale ſinner hung his head, 

Jo vx, nodding, ſhook the heav'ns, and ſaid, 

Offending race, of human kind, 

„ By nature, reaſon, learning, blind; 

Jou who through frailty ſtep'd aſide, 
And you who never fell, through pride; 

*© You who in different ſects were ſnamm' d. 


„ And come to ſce each other damn'd; Te 
| cc No 


ra 


i 
fl 
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you will not dilike it. You will eaſily gueſs 
why it never was printed. It is authentic, 


and I have the original: im his oh band: Wit. 


ing. His Jupiter, at the day of judgment, 

treats them much as you do, and as they 
deſerve to be treated. 

_ Give me leave, Sir, to tell you freely, that 

I am embarraſſed upon your account, as I 


cannot determine what it is that I wiſh from | 

ou. When I read your laſt hiſtory, Iam | 
defirous that you ſhould always write hiſtory; # 
but when I read your Rome Sauvee (although 
ill printed and disfigured) yet I then wiſh you | 
never to deviate from poetry. However, I con- 
feſs that there ſtill remains one hiſtory worthy | 
of your pen, and of which your pen alone is | 
worthy. You have long ago given us the hi- | 
ſtory of the greateſt and moſt outrageous | 
madman (I aſk your pardon if I cannot ſay the 
_ greateſt Hero) of Europe: you have given us | 
latterly the hiſtory of the greateſt King; give us 


now the biſtory of the greateſt and moſt vir- 
tuous Man, in Europe; I ſhould think it de- 
grading t to call him "_ To you this can- 


ec (So ſome folks told you, but they knew 
No more of Jove's deſigns than you ) | 


KL The world's mad buſineſs now is o'er, 
«© And I reſent theſe pranks no more. 
Tl to ſuch hlockheads ſet my wit! 


06 1 damn ſuch fools !—Go, go, you'te bit.“ 


not. 
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not be difficult; he is always before your eyes; 
your poetical invention is not neceſlary to his 
glory, as that may ſafely rely upon your hi- 
ſtorical candour. 'The firſt duty of an hiſto- 
lian is the only one he need require from his: 
Ne quid falſi dicere audeat, ne quid veri non 
audeat. Adieu, Sir: I find that I muſt ad- 
mire you every day more and more; but I alfo | 
know that nothing ever can add to the eſteem 
and attachment with which I am aCtually, 
Your moſt humble and 
moſt obedient ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


Yy E T T E R CcLV. 
1 September the 19th, 0. S. 1782. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
IxcE you have been at Hanover, your 
correſpondence has been both unfrequent 
and laconic. You made indeed one great ef- 
fort in folio on the 18, with a poſtſcript of 
the 224 Auguſt, N. S.; and fince that, vous 
wez ratte in quarto. On the 31* Auguſt, 
N. 5. you give me no informations of what 
| want chiefly to kriow ; which is, what Dr 
Hug) (whom I charged you to conſult) ſaid of 


vour aſthmatic complaint, and what he pre- 
ſeribed 
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| feribed you to prevent the returns of it; and 
alſo what is the company that you keep there; 
who has been kind and civil to you, and who 
not. -- -. e : 
You ſay that you go conſtantly to the pa- 


| 

| 

rade: and you do very well; for though you | 
are not of that trade, yet military matters 
make fo great a part both of converſation and | 
negotiation, that it is very proper not to be { 
ignorant of them. I hope you mind more : 
than the mere exerciſe of the troops you ſee; f 
and that you inform yourſelf at the ſame time A 
of the more material details; ſuch as their | - 
pay, and the difference of it when in and out t 
of quarters; what is furniſhed them by the * 
0 


country when in quarters, and what is allow- | 
ed them of ammunition bread, &c. when in ip 
| the field; the number of men and officers in 
the ſeveral troops and companies, together | 
with the non commiſſioned officers, as ca- 
porals, frey-caporals, anſpeſſades, ſerjeants, 
quarter-maſters, c.; the cloathing, how | 
frequent, how good, and how furniſhed; 
whether by the Colonel, as here in England, 
from what we call the of reckonings, that is, 
deductions from the mens pay; or by Comil- 
faries appointed by the Government for that 
purpoſe, as in France and Holland. By thele | 
inguiries You will be able to talk military with 
. Mu 
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military men, who in every country in Eu- 


rope, except England, make at leaſt half of all 
the beſt companies. Your attending the pa- 
rades has alſo another good effect; which is, 


that it brings you of courſe acquainted with 


the officers, who, when of a certain rank and 


ſervice, are generally very polite, well-bred 


people, et du bon ton. They have commonly 


ſeen a great deal of the World, and of Courts; 


and nothing elſe can form a gentleman, let 
people ſay what they will of ſenſe and learn- 
ing, with both which a man may conti ive to 
be a very diſagreeable companion. I dare ſay, 


there are very few Captains of foot, who are 


not much better company than ever Deſcartes 
or Sir Iſaac Newton were. I honour and re- 


ſpe& ſuch ſuperior geniuſes ; but I defire to 


converſe with people of this world, who 
bring into company their {hare, at leaſt, of 


cheerfulneſs, good - breeding, and knowledge 


of mankind. In common life, one much of- 


tener wants ſmall money and ſilver, than 
gold. Give me a man who has ready caſh 


about him for preſent expences; ſixpences, 


ſhillings, half-crowns, and crowns, which 


arculate eaſily : but a man who has only an 
ingot of gold about him, is much above com- 
mon purpoſes, and his riches are not handy 
nor convenient. Have as much gold as you 
. II. Mm pleaſe 
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caſtle inet, full as much upon your as up- 
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pleaſe in one pocket, but take care always to 


keep change in the other; for you will much 


oftener have occaſion for a ſhilling than for a 
guinea. In this the French muſt be allowed: 
to excel all people. in the world: they have un 
certain entregent, un enjouement, une aimable 
legerete dans la converſation, une politeſſe aijee: 


et naturelle, qui paroit ne leur rien couter, 
which give Society all its charms. I am ſorry 
to add, but it is too true, that the Engliſh and 
the Dutch are the fartheſt from this, of all 


the people in the world; Ido by no means ex- 


cept even the Swiſs. 


Though you did not think proper to inform 
me, I know from other hands, that you were 


te go to the Gehr with a. Comte Schullem- 


burgh, for eight or ten days only, to ſee the 
reviews: I know alſo; that you had a bliſter 
upon your arm, which did you a great deal of 
good: I know too, you have contracted a 
great friendſhip, with Lord Eſſex; and that 
you two were inſeparable at Hanover. All 


theſe things L would rather have known from 
you than from others; and they are the ſort 

of things that I am tle moſt defirous of know- 
ing, as they are more im mediately relative to 
yourſelf. 885 


I am very ſorry for the Dutcheſs of Neu- 


on 
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on her account, as it is has hindered you from 
being ſo much known to the Duke as I could 
bave wiſhed; uſe and habit going a great way 
with bim, as indeed they do with moſt peo- 
ple. I have known many people patronized, 
puſhed up, and preferred, by thoſe who could 


have given no other reaſon for it, than that 


they were uſed to them. We muſt never 
ſeek for motives by deep reaſoning, but we 
mult find them out by careful obſervation and 


attention: no matter what they ſhould be; but 


the point is, what they are. Trace them up 


ſtep by ſtep, from the character of the perſon. 
I have known de par le monde, as Brantome 
ſays, great effects from cauſes too little ever 


to have been ſuſpected. Some things mult be 


known, and can never be gueſſed, 
God knows where this letter will find you, 


or follow you; not at Hanover, I ſuppoſe * 


but wherever it Geeks may it find you in health 
and Rye. & * Adieu. 
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| | London, September the . 1552. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


ceived your letter of the 8, I ap- 
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nieres, that will, and muſt, get the better of all 
difficulties of that kind; it is to acquire them, 


Cdurt to Court: they are perſonal, local, and 
temporal; they are modes which vary, and 

owe their exiſtence to accidents, whim, and 
humour ; all the ſenſe and reaſon in the world | 0 


experience, obſervation, and what is called 


ae of the world, can poſſibly teach 
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prove extremely of your intended progreſs, 
and am very glad that you go to the Gohr 
with Comte Schullemburg. I would have 
you ſee every thing with your own eyes, and 
hear every thing with your own ears: for I 
know, by very long experience, that it is very 
unſafe to truſt to other people's. Vanity and 
intereſt cauſe many miſrepreſentations, and 


folly cauſes many more. Few people have 
parts enough to relate exactly and judicioully; 
and thoſe who have, for ſome 1eaſon or other 


never fall to ſink, or to add, fame circum» 
ſtances. | 
The reception which you have met with at 


Hanover, I look upon as an omen of your 


being well received every where elſe ; for, to 
tell you the truth, it was the place that I dif- 
truſted the moſt in that particular. But there = 
is a certain conduct, there are certaines ma- 


that you ſtill continue abroad, and go from 


would never point them out; nothing but 


them. 
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them. For example, it is reſpectful to bow 
to the King of England, it is diſreſpectful to 
bow to the King of France; it is the rule to 
courteſy to the Emperor; and the proſtration 
of the whole body is required by Eaſtern Mo- 
narchs. Theſe are eſtabliſhed ceremonies, 
and muſt be complied with; but why they 
were eſtabliſhed, I defy ſenſe and reaſon to 
tell us. It is the ſame among all ranks, where 
certain cuſtoms are received, and muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be complied with, though by no means 
the reſult of ſenſe and reaſon: As for inſtance, 
the very abſurd, though almoſt univerſal, cu- 
ſtom of drinking people's healths. Can there 
be any thing 1 in the world leſs relative to any 
other man's health, than my drinking a glaſs 
of wine? Common ſenſe, certainly, never 
pointed it out; but yet common ſenſe tells 
me I muſt norm to it. Good ſenſe bids 
one be civil, and endeavour to pleaſe; though 


nothing but experience and obſervation can 

g teach one the means, properly adapted to 
: time, place, and perſons. This knowledge 
1 is the true object of a gentleman” s travelling, 
dhe travels as he ought to do. By frequent- 
: ing good company in every country, he him- 


ſelf becomes of every country: he is no longer 
an Engliſhman, a Frenchman, or an Italian; 
but he is an European: he adopts, reſpeCtive- 
8 of SS Lys. 
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ly, the beſt manners of every country; and E 
is a Frenchman at Paris, an Italian at Rome, 
an Engliſhman at London. 


This advantage, I muſt confeſs, very fel 


dom accrues to my countrymen from their 
travelling, as they bave neither the defire nog 
the means of getting into good company a- 


broad: for, in the firſt place, they are con- 
foundedly baſhful; and, in the next place, 


they either ſpeak no foreign language at all, 
or, if they do, it is barbarouſly. You poſſeſs 


all the advantages that they want: you know 
the languages in perfection, and have con- 
ſtantly kept the beſt company m the places 


where you have been; ſo that you ought to 


be an European. Your canvas is ſolid and 
ſtrong, your outlines are good ; but remem- 
ber, that you ſtill want the beautiful colouring 
of Titian, and the delicate graceful touches 


of Guido. Now 1s your time to get them. 


'There is, in all good company, a faſhionable 


air, countenance, manner, and phraſeology, 
which can only be acquired by being in good 


company, and very attentive to all that paſſes 
there. When you dine or ſup at any well- 


bred man's houſe, obſerve carefully how he 
does the honours of his table to the different 


gueſts. Attend to the compliments of con- 


gratulation, or condolences that you hear 2 


| 1 well- 
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well-bred man make to his ſuperiors, to his 
equals, and to his inferiors; watch even his 
countenante and his tone of voice, far they 
all conſpire in the main point of pleaſing. 


There is a certain diſtinguiſhing diction of a 
man of faſhion : be will not content himſelf 


with ſaying, like John Trott, to a new-mar- 
ried man, Sir, I with you much joy; or to a 
man who has loſt his ſon, Sir, I am ſorry 
for your loſs; and both with a countenance 
equally unmoved : but he will ſay in effect 
the ſame thing, in a more elegant and leſs 
trivial manner, and with a countenance adapt- 
ed to the occaſion. He will advance with 
warmth, vivacity, and a cheerful countenance, 
to thenew-married man, and, embracing him, 
perhaps ſay to him, If you do juſtice to my 
„ attachment to you, you will judge of the 
joy that I feel upon this occaſion, better 
« than I can expreſs it,” Gc.; to the other 
in affliction, he will advance ſlowly, with a 
grave compoſure of countenance, in a more 
deliberate manner, and, with a lower. voice, ' 
perhaps ſay, „I hope you do me the juſtice 
* to be convinced, that L feel whatever you 
* ſel, and ſhall ever be affected where you 
* are concerned.” 
Your abord, I muſt tell you, was too cold 
and uniform; I hope it is now mended. It 
| mould | 
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ſhould be reſpectfully open and cheerfu] with 


your ſuperiors, warm and animated with your 
| equals, hearty and free with your inferiors, 
There is a faſhionable kind of /mall talk, that 
you ſhould get; which, trifling as it is, is of 
uſe in mixed companies, and at table, eſpe- 


cially in your foreign department; where it 


keeps off certain ſerious ſubjects, that might 


create diſputes, or at leaſt coldneſs for a time. 


Upon ſuch occaſions it is not amiſs to know 


| how to parler cuiſine, and to be able to diſſert 


upon the growth and flavour of wines. Theſe, 


it is true, are very little things; but they are 


little things that occur very often, and there- 


fore ſhould be ſaid avec gentileſſe et grace. 
I am ſure they muſt fall often in your way, 
pray take care to catch them. There is a cer- 
tain language of converſation, a faſhionable 
diction, of which every gentleman ought to 
be perfectly maſter, in whatever language he 
ſpeaks. The French attend to it carefully, 
and with great reaſon; and their language, 

which is a language of phraſes, helps them 
out exceedingly. That delicacy of diction is 
characteriſtical of a man of faſhion and good 


company... 


I conld write folios upon this fubject, and 


not exhauſt it; but I think, and hope, that to 


you Lneed not. Lou have heard and ſeen e- 
| „ ns nough, 


— — — — ö a 
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nough, to be convinced of the truth and im- 


portance of what I have been ſo long inculca- 


ting into you upon theſe points. How happy 
am I, and how happy are you, my dear child, 
that theſe Titian tints and Guido graces are 
all that you want to complete my bopes and 
your own character! But then, on the other 
hand, what a drawback would it be to that 

bappineſs, if you ſhould never acquire them? 
I remember, when I was of your age, though 
I had not near fo good an education as you 
have, or ſeen a quarter ſo much of the world, 
I obſerved thoſe maſterly touches and irre- 
ſiſtible graces in others, and ſaw the neceſſity 
of acquiring them myſelf; but then an awk- 
ward mauvaiſe honte, of which I had brought 
a great deal with me from Cambridge, made 
me aſhamed to attempt it, eſpecially if any of 
my countrymen and particular acquaintance 
were by. This was extremely abſurd in me; 
for without attempting, I could never ſucceed. 
But at laſt, inſenſibly, by frequenting a great [ 
deal of good company, and imitating thoſe 
whom I ſaw that every body liked, I formed 
myſelf tant bien que mal. For God's ſake, let 

this laſt fine varniſh, fo neceſſary to give luſtre | 
to the whole piece, be the ſole and ſingle ob- 
ject now of your utmoſt attention: Berlin may 
contribute a great deal to it if you pleaſe; 
there 
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there are all-the ingredients that compoſe it. 
A propos of Berlin: While you are there, take 
care to ſeem. ignorant of all political matters 
between the two Courts; ſuch as the affairs of 
Oſtfriſe and Saxe Lawemburg, Cc. and en- 
ter into no converſations upon theſe points: 
however, be as well at Court as you poſſibly 
can; live at it, and make one of it. Should 


General Keith offer you civilities, do not de- 
cline them; but return them, however, with- | 


out being enſant de la maiſon chez lui: ſay des 
choſes flatteuſes of the Royal Family, and eſpe- 
_ cially of his Pruſſian Majeſty, to thoſe who 

are the moſt like to repeat them. In ſhort, 


make yourſelf well there, without making 
yourſelf ill /omenvhere elſe. Make compliments 


from me to Algarott1, and converſe with bim 
io alias. 

I go next week to the Bath, for a deafneſs 
which I have been plagued with theſe four or 
five months; and which, I am aſtured, that 
pumping my head will remove, This deat- 
neſs, I own, has tried my patience; as it has 
cut me off from ſociety, at an age when 1 had 
no pleaſures but thoſe left. In the mean time, 
I have, by reading and writing, made my eyes 
ſupply the defect of my ears. Madame H—, 
I ſuppoſe, entertained both yours alike; how- 
ever, 12 am very glad you were well with eh 

or 
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for ſhe is a good Prineuſe, and puffs are very 
uſeful to a young fellow at his entrance into the 
world. 

If you ſhould meet with Lind beute a- 
gain any where, make him many compliments 
from me; and tell him, I ſhould have written 
to him, but that I knew how troubleſome an 


old correſpodent muſt be to a young one. He 
is much commended | in the accounts from Has 


nover. 
You will ſtay at Berlin juſt as tak as you 
like it, and no longer: and from thence you 
are abſolutely maſter of your own' motions; 
either to the Hague, or to Bruſſels; but 1 
think you had better go to the Hague firſty 
becauſe that from thenee Bruffels. will be in 
your way to Calais, which is a much better 
vaſſage” to England than from Helvoetſluys. 
The two Courts of the Hague and Bruffels are 
worth your ſeeing and you will ſee them both 
to advantage, by means of Colonel Vorke and 
Dayrolles. Adieu. Here is enough for this 
time. 
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1 dais the 26th, O. 8. 786 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


8 you chiefly employ, or rather wholly 
\. engroſs, my thoughts; I ſee every day, 
with increaſing pleaſure, the fair proſpect 
which you have before you. I had two views 
in your education; they draw nearer and near- 
er, and I have now very little reaſon to diſtruſt 
your anſwering them fully. Thoſe two were, 
Parliamentary and Foreign affairs. In conſe- 


duence of thoſe views, I took care firſt to give 


you a ſufficient ſtock of ſound learning, and 


next an early knowledge of the world. With- 


out making a figure in Parliament, no man 
can make any in this country; and eloquence 
alone enables a man to make a figure in Par- 
liament, unleſs it be a very mean and con- 


temptible one, which thoſe make there who 


ſilently vote, and who do pedibus ire in ſen- 


tentiam. Foreign affairs, when ſkilfully ma- 
naged, and ſupported by a parliamentary re- 


putation, lead to whatever is moſt conſiderable 


in this country. You have the languages ne- 


ceſſary for that purpoſe, with a ſufficient fund 
of hiſtorical and treaty knowledge; that is to 


ſay, you have the Matter ready, and only want 


the 
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the Manner. Your objects being thus fixed, 
I recommend to you to have them conſtantly 


in your thoughts, and to direct your reading, 
your actions, and your words, to thoſe views. 
Moft people think only ex re natd, and few 


ex profeſſo : I would have you do both, but be- 


down certain principles, and reaſon and act 
conſequentially from them. As for example: 
Say to yourſelf, I will make a figure in Parlia- 
ment; and in order to do that, I muſt not only 


common ſenſe will by no means do: and I 


and not only elegantly, but cloquently. In or- 


„ der to this, I will firſt take pains to get an ba- 
bitual but unaffected purity, correctneſs, and 
5 elegancy of ſtyle in my common converſation . 
aq I will ſeek for the beſt words, and take care to 
"8 reject improper, inexpreſſive, and vulgar ones. 
3 I will read the greateſt maſters of oratory both 
it ancient and modern, and I will read them 
as ſingly in that view. I will ſtudy Demoſthenes 


or Roman cuſtom, nor to puzzle myſelf with 
the value of talents, mines, drachms, and ſe— 


to obſerve their choice of words, their barmo- 
ny of diction, their method, their diſtribution, 
Vor. Hi. Nn their 


gin with the latter. I explain myſelf: Lay 


ſpeak, but ſpeak very well. Speaking mere 


mult ſpeak not only correctly but elegantly ; . 


and Cicero, not to diſcover an old Athenian 


ſterces, ke the learned blockheads in vs; but 


it 
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their exordia, to engage the favour and atten- 
tion of their audience; and their perorations 
to enforce what they have ſaid, and to leave a 


— 


ſtrong impreſſion upon the paſſions. Nor will 


1 be pedant enough to neglect the moderns ; 
for I will likewiſe ſtudy Atterbury, Dryden, 
Pope, and Bolingbroke: nay, I will read every 
thing that I do read, in thar intention; and 

ever ceaſe i improving and refining my ſtyle 


upon the beſt models, till at laſt I become a 


rodel of eloquence myſelf, which, by care, it 
is in every man's power to be. If you ſet out 


upon this principle, and keep it conſtantly in 
pour mind, every company you go into, and 
every book you read, will contribute to your 


improvement, either by ſhowing you what to 
:mitate, or what to avoid, Are you to give 
an account of any thing to a mixed company? 


or are you to endeavour to perſuade either man 
or woman? This principle, fixed in your mind, 
will make your carefully attend to the choice 


of your words, and to che clearneis and har⸗ 
mony of your diction. 

8o much for your parliamentary object; now 
to the foreign one. 

Lay down firſt thoſe principles which are 


abſolutely neceſſary to torm a ſkilful and ſuc- 
ceſsful negotiation, and form yourſelf accort- 


ingly. What are they? Firſts the clear hiſto. 


rica 
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rical knowledge of pait tranſactions of that 
kind. That you have pretty well already, 
and will have daily more and more ; for, in 
conſequence of that principle, you will read 
| hiſtory, memoirs, anecdotes, &c. in that view 
; chiefly. The other neceſſary talents for nego- 
tiation are: The great art of pleaſing, and en- 
gaging the affection and confidence, not on- 
ly of thoſe with whom you are to co-operate, 
but even of thoſe whom you are to oppoſe: to 
conceal your own thoughts and views, and to 
diſcover other people's: to engage other peo- 
ple's confidence, by a ſeeming cheerful frank- 
neſs and openneſs, without going a ſtep to 
ſar: to get the perſonal favour of the King, 


— > HAD re OF hy — 
— — — - - — 2 - 
— - — 
— — _- 1 . 
8 —— ˙ 
— * — - — . z — — = 


— — 2 
_ =O — * 2 = 
rr rr O_o ——— 
— - "2 PAS. -- 
— - 2 — —— — 


4 

1 

1 

f 
3% 4 \ 
8 fl ö 
15 v 1 
: | ; 
1 
1 ; 
4 i) 
U if 
Y 

1 
: : 5 
a) 
+ 
154 


Prince, Miniſters, or Miſtreſs, of the Court | 
to which you are ſent : to gain the abſolute ll 
command over your temper and your counte- I 
3 nance, that no heat may provoke you to ſay, i 
| nor no change of countenance to betray, what x || 
I ſhould be a ſecret. To familiarize and do- 4 
= meſticate yourſelf in the houſes of the moſt 1 
conſiderable people of the place, ſo as to be al 
1 W received there rather as a ſriend to the family, l 
than as a foreigner. Having theſe principles | 
1 conſtantly in your thoughts, every thing you 
P do and every thing you fay will ſome way or 
„bother tend to your main view: and common | 
=. | converſation will gradually fit you for it. You 
900 „ - wilt 
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will get an habit of checking any riſing heat; 


pypou will be upon your guard againſt any in- 
_ dilcreet expreſſion ; you will by degrees get 
_ the command of your countenance, ſo as not 
to change it upon any the moſt ſudden acci- 
dent; and you will, above all things, labour 
to acquire the great art of pleaſing, without 
which nothing is to be done. Company is, in 


truth, a conſtant ſtate of negotiation ; and, if 
you attend to 1t in that view, will qualify you 


ior any. By the ſame means that you make 
a friend, guard againſt an enemy, or gain a 
miſtreſs; you will make an advantageous trea- 


ty, baffle thoſe who counteract you, and gain 


the Court you are ſent to. Make this ufe of 
all the Company you keep, and your very. 


pleaſures will make you a ſucceſsful Negotia- 


ror. Pleaſe all who are worth pleaſing of- 
fend none. Keep your own ſecret, and get 
out other people's. Keep your own temper, 
and artfully warm other people's. Counter- 
work your rivals with diligence and dexterity, 


but at the ſame time with the utmoſt perſonal 


Civility to them: and be firm without heat. 
Mceſſi-zurs d'Avaux and Servien did no more 
than this. I muſt make one obſervation, in con- 
fir mation of this aſſertion; which is, that the 


molt eminent Negotiators have always been 


the pres and beſt- bred. men in company; 


even 


* — 
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even what the women call the prettieſt men. 


For God's ſake, never loſe view of theſe two 
pour capital objects: bend every thing to them, 


try every thing by their rules, and calculate 
every thing for their purpoſes. What is pe- 


culiar to theſe two objects, is, that they re- 


quire nothing, but what one's own vanity, 


intereſt, and pleaſure, would make one do in- 


dependentiy of them. If a man were never to 


be in buſineſs, and always to lead a private 


liſe, would he not deſire to pleaſe and to per- 


ſuade ? So that, in your two deſtinations, your 
fortune and figure luckily conſpire with your 
vanity and your pleaſures. Nay more; a fo- 

reign miniſter, I will maintain it, can never 
be a good man of bulineſs, if he is not an a- 
greeable man of pleaſure too. Half his buſi- 
neſs is done by the help of his pleaſures : his 
views are carried on, and perhaps beſt and 
moſt unſuſpectedly, at balls, ſuppers, aſſem- 


blies, and parties of pleaſure; by intrigues 
with women, and connections inſenſibly form- 


ed with men, at thoſe unguarded hours of a- 
muſement. | 


| Theſe objects now draw very near you, and 


you have no time to loſe in preparing yourſelf 


to meet them. You will be in Parliament al- 
moſt as ſoon as your age will allow; and I be? 


lieve you will have a foreign department stil! 
Nn ; fonner, 
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ſooner, and that will be earlier than ever any 
body had one. If you ſet out well at one-and- 


426 


twenty, what may you not reaſonably hope to 


be at one-and- -forty? All that I could wiſh 


you! Adieu. 


LETTER coLvm. 


London, September the 29th, 7752. 


5 MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HERE is nothing ſo Mel but at the 

ſame time there is nothing more diffi- 
cult (I know it by experience) for you young 
fellows, than to know how to behave your- 
ſelves prudently towards thoſe whom you do 


not like. Your paſſions are warm, and your 


heads are light; you hate all thoſe who oppole 


your views, either of ambition or love; and a 


rival, in either, is almoſt a ſynonimous term 


jor an enemy. Whenever you meet ſuch a 


man, you are awkwardly cold to him at beſt; 
but often rude, and always deſirous to give 


bim ſome indirect flap. This is unreaſonable; 


for one man has as good a right to purſue an 
employment, or a miſtreſs, as another: but it 


is, into the bargain, extremely imprudent; be- 
cauſe you commonly defeat your own purpoſe 
by it, and while you are contending with each 


other | 
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other a third often prevails. I grant you, 
that the ſituation is irkſome; a man cannot 
help thinking as he thinks, nor feeling what 


he feels; and it is a very tender and fore 
point to be thwarted and counterworked in 


one's. purſuits at Court, or with a miſtreſs : 


but prudence and abilities muſt check the ef- 
fects, though they cannot remove the cauſe. 


Both the pretenders make themſelves diſagree- 


able to their miſtreſs, when they ſpoil the com- 
pany by their pouting, or their ſparring; where- 
as, if one of them has com mand enough ove 
himſelf (whatever ⸗he may feel inwardly) to be 


cheerful, gay, and eaſily and unaffectedly ci- 


vil to the other, as if there were no manner of 
competition between them, the Lady will 


certainly like him the beſt, and his rival will 
be ten times more humbled and diſcouraged; 


for he will look upon ſuch a behaviour as a 
proof of the tiiumph and ſecurity of his rival; 


he will grow outrageous wiih the Lady, and 


the warmth of- bis reproaches will probably 


bring on a quarrel between them. It is the 


ſame in bufineſs; where he who can com- 
mand his temper and his countenance the 


beſt, will always have an infinite advantage 


over the other. This is what the French call 


un procẽdẽ honnete et galant, to pique your- 
ſelf upon ſhowing particular civilities to a 
| **VV man, 
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man, to whom leſſer minds would in the ſame 
caſe ſhow diſlike, or perhaps rudeneſs. I will 


give you an inſtance of this in my own caſe ; 
and pray remember it, whenever you come to 
be, as I hope you will, in a like ſituation. 
When went to the Hague in 1744, it was 
to engage the Dutch to come roundly into the 
war, and to ſtipulate their quotas of troops, &c.; 


your acquaintance the Abbe de la Ville was | 


there on the part of France, to endeavour to 
hinder them from coming into the war at all. 
I was informed, and very ſorry to hear it, 
that he had abilities, temper, and induſtry. 
Wo could not viſit, our two maſters being at 


: but the firſt time I met him at a third 


bach I got ſomebody to preſent me to him 


and I told him, that though we were to be 


national enemies, I flattered myſelf we might 


be, however, perſonal friends; with a good | 
deal more of the ſame kind, which he re- 


turned in full as polite a manner. Two days 
afterwards I went, early in the morning, to 
ſolicit the Deputies of Amſterdam; where ! 


found Abbe de la Ville, who had been be- 
forehand with me: upon which I addreſſed - 


myſelf to the Deputies, and ſaid, ſmilingly, 


* Je ſuis bien ache, Meſſi leurs, de trouver mon 


en nemt 


| y 1 am very forr Y, Gentlemen, to nd wy enemy with 


* 


r rr Ay, awd W 
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ennemi avec vous ; je le conndis diſh 72 pour 
le craindra : la partie n'eſt pas egale, mais je 
me fie à vos propres interets contre les talens 


de mon ennemi ; et au moins, fi je nai pas eu 
le premier mot, j aurai le dernier aujourd hui. 
They ſmiled: the Abbe was pleaſed with the 
compliment, and the manner of it; ſtaid a- 
bout a quarter of an hour; and then left me 


to my deputies, with whom I continued upon 


the fame tone, though in a very ſerious man- 
ner, and told them that I was only come to 


(tate their own true intereſts to them, plainly 
and ſimply, without any of thoſe arts which 
it was very neceſſary for my friend to make 


uſe of to deceive them. I carried my point, 
and continued my procede with the Abbe ; 
and by this eaſy and polite commerce with 


him at third places, I often found means to 
fiſh out from him whereabouts he was. 
Remember, there are but two procedes in 


the world for a gentleman and a man of parts: 


either extreme politeneſs, or knocking down. 


It a man, notoriouſly and deſignedly inſults 


and affronts you, knock him down; but if he 
only injures you, your beſt revenge is to be 
ey is civil to him! in your outward beha- 

| viour, 


you; my knowledge" of his ack is already ſufficient to 


make me fear him; we are not upon equal terms; but I truſt 


to your own intereſt, againſt his talents. If I hive not this 


day had the firſt word, I ſhall at leaſt have the laſt. 
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viour, though at the ſame time you counter- 
work him, and return him the compliment, 
perhaps with intereſt. This is not perfidy nor 
diſſimulation: it would be fo, if you were, at 


the ſame time, to make profeſſions of eſteem 
and friendſhip to this man; which I by no 


means recommend, but, on the contrary, ab- 


hor. All acts of civility are, by common 


conſent, underſtood to be no more than a con- 
tormity to cuſtom, tor the quiet and conveni— 
ency of ſociety, the agremens of which are not 


to be diſturbed by private diſlikes and jealouſies. 
Only women and little minds pout and ſpar 
| fot the entertainment of the company, that 


always laughs at, and never pities, them. For 


my own part, though I would by no means 


give up any point to a competitor, yet I would 
pique mylelf upon ſhowing him rather more 


_ civility than to another man, In the firit- 
place, this procede infallibly makes all es 


rieurs of your fide, which is a conſiderable 
party; and in the next place, it certainly 
pleaſes the object of the competition, be it ei- 
ther man or woman; who never fail to ſay, 
upon ſuch an occaſion, that they muft own' yu 
have behaved yourſelf very handſomely in the 
whole affair. The world judges from the ap- 
pearances of things, and not from the reality; 


which few are able, and till fewer are inclined, 


10 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 431 


{ to fathom ; ; and a man, who will take care al- 
„vaps to be in the right in thoſe things, may 
N afford to be ſometimes a little in the wrong in 
t motie eſſential ones: there is a willingneſs, a 
1 
0 


defire, to excuſe him. With nine people in ten, 

good-breeding paſſes for good- nature, and they 
take attentions for good- offices. At Courts 
n there will be always coldneſſes, diſlikes, jea- 
. louſies, and hatred; the harveſt being but 
ſmall, in proportion to the number of labourers: 
Ne but then, as they ariſe often, they die ſoon; 
g. unleſs they are perpetuated by the manner in 
ir which they have been carried on, more than 
at by the matter which occaſioned them. The 
Or turns and viciſhtudes of Courts frequently 
1s make friends of enemies, and enemies of 
id friends: you mult labour, therefore, to ac- 
re quire that great and uncommon talent, of 
t- hating with good- breeding, and loving with 
les prudence; to make no quarrel irreconcileable, 
le by folly and unneceſſary indications of anger; 
ly and no friendſhip dangerous, in caſe it breaks, 
ei- by a wanton, indiſoreet, and unreſer ved con- 
y. fidence. 
qu Few (eſpecially young) people o how 
f he to love, or how to hate: their love is an un- 
p- bounded weakneſs, fatal to the perſon they 
46 love; their hate is a hot, raſh, and impru- 
ed, dent violence, always fatal to themſelves. 


10 | | : Nine- 
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Nineteen fathers in twenty, and every mother, 
who had loved you half as well as I do, would 


have ruined you; whereas I always made you 
feel the weight of my authority, that you 


might one day know the force of my love. 


Now, I both hope and believe, my advice 
will have the ſame weight with you from 


choice, that my authority had from neceſſity, 
My advice is juſt eight-and-thirty years older 


than your own, and conſequently, I believe 


| you think, rather better. As for your tender 


and pleaſurable paſſions, manage them your- 
ſelf; but let me have the direction of all the 


others. Your ambition, your fizuce, and 


your fortune, will, for ſome time at leaſt, be 


rather ſafer in my keeping t than in your own. 
Adieu. 


LT TEM 


Bath, October the 4th, "7 53. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 
CoxSIDFER you now as at the Court of 


Auguſtus, where, if ever the deſire of 


_ pleaſing animated you, it muſt make you 
exert all the means of doing it. You will fee 
there, full as well, I dare ſay, as Horace did 


at Rome, how States are defended by arms, 


adorned 
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adorned by manners, and improved by laws. 
Nay, you have an Horace there, as well as 
an Auguſtus; I need not name Voltaire, gui 
nil molitur inepte, as Horace himſelf ſaid of 
another poet. I have lately read over all his 
works that are publiſhed, though I had read 
them more than once before. I was induced 
to this by his Sizcle de Louis XIV. which I 
have yet read but four times. In reading over 
all his works, with more attention I ſ{upooſe 
than before, my former admiration of him ie, 
I own, turned into aſtoniſhment. There is 
no one kind of writing in which he has not 
excelled. You are fo ſevere a Claſſic, that l 
queſtion whether you will allow me to call his 
Henriade an Epic poem, for want of the pro- 
per number of Gods, Devils, Witches, and 
other abſurdities, requiſite for the machinery 
which r is (it ſeems) neceſſary to 
conſtitute the Epopee. But whether you do 
or not, I 110 declare (though poſſibly to my 
own ſhame) that I never read any Epic poem 
| with near ſo much pleaſure. I am grown old, 
and have poſhbly loſt a great deal of that fire, 
which formerly made me love fire in others at 
any rate, and however attended with ſmoke : 
but now I muſt have all ſenſe; and cannot, 
for the ſake of five righteous lines, ſorgive a 
thouſand abſurd ones. ö DE 
Vor. II 90 N 
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+. >; MM this diſpoſition of mind, judge 25 
I can read all Homer through tout de ſuite. 
admire his beauties z but, to tell you the poly 
when he flumbers I ſleep. Virgil, I confeſs, 


is all ſenſe, and therefore I like him better 
than his model; but he is often languid, eſpe- 


_ cally in his ive or fix laſt books, during 
which I am obliged to take a good deal of 
ſnuff. Beſides, I profeſs myſelf an ally of 
Turnus's againſt the pious Aneas, who, like 

many /i diſant pious people, does the moſt 

| flagrant injuſtice and violence, in order to 


execute what they impudently call the will of 


Heaven. But what will you ſay, when I tell 

you truly, that I cannot poſſibly read our 
countryman Milton through. I acknowledge 
him to have ſome moſt ſablime paſſages, ſome 
_ prodigious flaſhes of light; but then you mult 
acknowledge, that light is often followed by 
darkneſs viſible, to uſe his own expreſſion. 
Beſides, not having the honour to be acquaint- 
ed with any of the parties in his Poem, ex- 
cept the Man and the Woman, the characters 
and ſpeeches of a dozen or two of Angels, 
and of as many Devils, are as much above my 
reach as my entertainment. Keep this ſecret 
for me: for if it ſhould be known, I ſhould 
be abuſed by every taſteleſs Pedant and every 
told Divine in England. 


What: 


Cond pt; | Me an. POPE T0 we * 2 
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e I have ſaid to the diſadvantage of 
theſe three Poems, holds much ſtronger a- 


gainſt Taſſo's Gieruſalemme. It is true he has 


very fine and glaring rays of poetry: but then 
they are only meteors; they dazzle, then diſ- 
appear; and are ſucceeded by falſe thoughts, 
poor concetti, and abſurd impoſſiblities: wit- 


neſs the Fiſh and the Parrot; extravagancies 


unworthy of an Heroic Poem, and would 


much better have become Arioſto, who pro- 


feſſes le coglionerie. 

I have never read the Lakade of Camo, 
except in a proſe tranſlation, conſequently I 
have never read it at all, fo ſhall ſay nothing 
of it; but the Henriade is all ſenſe from the 
beginning to the end, often adorned by the 
juſteſt and livelieſt reflections, the moſt beau- 
tiful deſcriptions, the nobleſt images, and the 
ſublimeſt ſentiments; not to mention the har- 


 mony of the verſe, in which Voltaire un- 


doubtedly exceeds all the French poets : ſhould 


| you inſiſt upon an exception in favour of Ra- 
eine, I muſt infiſt, on my part, that he at 
| leaſt equals him. What Hero ever intereſted 


more than Henry the fourth, who, according 
to the rules of Epic poetry, carries on one 


great and long action, and ſucceeds in it at 


laſt? What deſcription ever excited more hor- 


ror than thoſe, firſt of the Maſſacre, and then 


„„ r 
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of the Famine, at Paris? Was love ever paint- 
ed with more truth and morbidezza than in 
the ninth book? Not better, in my mind, even 
in the fourth of Virgil. Upon the whole, 
with all your claſſical rigour, if you will but 
ſuppoſe St Louis a God, a Devil, or a Witch, 
and that he appears in perſon, and notina 
dream, the Henriade will be an Epic poem, 
according to the ſtricteſt ſtatute-laws of the 
Epopee; but in my court 05 ene it is one 
3 
I could expatiate as much upon all his dif- 
ferent works, but that I ſhould exceed the 
bounds of a letter, and run into a diſſertation. 
How delightful is his Hiſtory of that Northern 
Brute, the King of Sweden! for I cannot call 
him a Man; and I ſhould be ſorry to have 
him paſs for a Hero, out of regard to thoſe 
true Herors: ſuch as Julius Cæſar, Titus, 
Trajan, and the preſent King of Pruſſia, who 
cultivated and encouraged arts and ſciences, 
| whoſe animal courage was accompanied by 
the tender and ſocial ſentiments of humanity, 
and who had more pleaſure in improving than 
in deſtroying their fellow-creatures. What 
can be more touching, or more intereſting, 
what more nobly thought, or more happily 
_ expreſſed, than all his dramatic pieces? What 
can be more clear and rational than all his 
| phi- 
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philoſophical letters? and what ever was ſo 
_ graceful, and gentle, as all his little poetical 
trifles? You are fortunately 2 portee of veri- 
tying, by your knowledge of the man, all 
w_ I have ſaid of his works. 


 Monheur de Maupertuis (whom I hope you 
a acquainted with) is, what one rarely 


meets with, deep in philoſophy and mathe- 
matics, and yet honnete et aimable homme. Al- 
garotti is young Fontenelle. Such men mult _ 
neceſſarily give you the deſire of pleaſing them; 
and if you can frequent them, their acquaint- 

ance will furniſh, you the means of pleaſing 

every body elſe. 


A propos of pleaſing : Your 51 15 Mrs 


F——d is expected here in two or three days. 
I will do all that I can for you with her. 1 
think you carried on the romance to the third. 
or fourth volume: I will continue it to the 


eleventh ; but as for the twelfth and laſt, you 


muſt come and conclude i ae. Non Jam 
qualis eram. 


Good night to you, child; for Lam going 


to bed, juſt at the hour at which I ſuppoſe: 
vou are beginning to live, at Berlin. 


Q o 3 Wh 
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| | Bath, Nee the r6th, 1782. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Vg or, to call it by a gentler name, 
the deſire of admiration and applauſe, 
is, perhaps, the moſt univerſal principle of 
human actions: 1 do not ſay, that it is the 
beſt; and I will own, that it is ſometimes the 
cauſe of both fooliſh and criminal effects. But 
it is ſo much oftener the principle of right 
things, that, though they ought to have a 
better, yet, conſidering human nature, that 
principle is to be encouraged and cheriſhed, 
in conſideration of its effects. Where chat 
defire is wanting, we are apt to be indifferent, - 
liſtleſs, indolent, and inert; we do not exert 
our powers; and we appear to be as much be- 
low ourſelves, as the vaineſt man living can 
deltre to appear above what he really is. 

As I have made you my confeſſor, and do 
not ſcruple to confeſs even my weakneſſes to 
you, I will fairly own, that I had that vanity, 
that weakneſs, if it be one, to a prodigious 

degree; and, what is more, I confeſs it with- 
out repentance : nay, I am glad I had it; fince, 
if I have had the good fortune to pleaſe in the 
world, it is to that powerful and aQtive princi- 


ple 
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ple thatI owe it. I began the world, not with 
a bare deſire, but with an inſatiable thirſt, a 
rage, of popularity, applauſe, and admiration. 
If this made me do ſome filly things on one 
hand, it made me, on the other hand, do al- 
moſt all the right things that I did: it made 
me attentive and civil to the women I diſliked, 
and to the men I deſpiſed, in hopes of the ap- 


plauſe of both; though I neither defired, nor 
would J have accepted, the favours of the one, 


nor the friendſhip of the other. I always dreſ- 
ſed, looked, and talked, my beſt; and, I own, 


was overjoyed whenever I perceived that by 
all three, or by any one of them, the compa- 
ny was pleaſed with me. To men, I talked 


whatever 1 thought would would give them 
the beſt opinion of my parts and learning : 

and, to women, what I was ſure would pleaſe _ 
them; flattery, gallantry, and love. And 
moreover J will own to you, under the ſecrecy 


of confeſſion, that my vanity bas very often 


made me take great pains to make many a 


woman in love with me, if I could, for whoſe 


perſon I would not have given a pinch of 


ſnuff. In company with men, I always en- 


deavoured to out-ſhine, or at leaſt, if poſſible, 
to equal, the moſt ſhining man in it. This 


deſire elicited whatever powers I had to gra- 


tify it; and, whees L could not ae ſhine 
in 
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in the firſt, enabled me at leaſt to ſhine in 
a ſecond, or third, ſphere. By theſe means I 
ſoon grew in faſhion; and when a man is once 
in faſhion, all he does is right. It was infi⸗ 
nite pleaſure to me, to find my own faſhion 
and popularity. I was ſent for to all parties of 
_ pleaſure, both of men or women; where, in 
ſome meaſure, I gave the tone. This gave 
me the reputation of having had ſome women 
of conditionz and that reputation, whether 
true or falſe, really got me others. With the 
men I was a Proteus, and aſſumed every thape, 
in order to pleaſe them all: among the gay, 
I was the gayeſt; among the grave, the gra- 
veſt; and I never omitted the leaſt atten» 
tions of good-breeding, or the leaſt offices of 
_ friendſhip, that could either pleaſe, or attach 
them to me: and accordingly I was ſoon con- 
nected with all the men of any faſhion or fi- 
gure in town. 

To this principle of vanity, which Philoſo- 
phers call a mean one, and which I do not, I 
owe great part of the figure which I have made 
in life. I wiſh you had as much, but I fear 
you have too little of itz and you ſeem to have 
a degree of lazineſs and liſtleſſneſs about you, 
that makes you indifferent as to general ap- 
plauſe. This is not in character at your age, 
and would be barely pardonable i in an elderly 

and 
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and philoſophical man. It is a vulgar, ordi- 


nary ſaying, but it is a very true one, that one 
ſhould always put the beſt foot foremoſt. One 


ſhould pleaſe, ſhine, and dazzle, wherever it is 


poſſible. At Paris, I am ſure you muſt ob- 
ſerve que chacun ſe fait valoir autant qu'il eft 
ſible ; and la Bruyere obſerves, very juſtly, 


quon ne vaut dans ce monde que ce qu'on veut 


valoir: wherever applauſe is in queſtion, you 


will never ſee a French man nor woman re- 
miſs or negligent. Obſerve the eternal atten- 
tions and politeneſs that all people have there 
for one another. Ce n'eſt pas pour leurs beaux 


yeaux, au moins: No; but for their own 


ſakes, for commendations and applauſe. Let 


me then recommend this principle of vanity 


to you: act upon it meo periculo ; I promiſe 


you, it will turn to your account. Practiſe all 


the arts that ever Coquette did, to pleaſe. Be 
alert and indefatigable in making every man 
admire, and every woman in love with, you. 
I can tell you too, that nothing will carry you 
higher 1 in the world. 
I have had no letter from you ſince your 
arrival at Paris, though you muſt have been 
long enough there to have written me two 
or three. In about ten or twelve days I pro- 
poſe leaving this place, and going to Lon- 


"0 4: I have found conſiderable benefit by 


* 
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my ſtay here, but not all that I want. Make 
my compliments t to Lord Albemarle. 


* . — - bs 4 „ 
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| Bath, November the 28th, 1752. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, DC ENS 

IxcE my lait to you, I have read Madame 
Maintenon's letters; I am ſure they are 
genuine, and they both entertained and in- 
formed me. They have brought me acquaint- 
ed with the character of that able and artful 
Lady; whom I am convinced that I now know, 
much better than her directeur the 4bbe de 
| Fenelon (afterwards Archbiſhop of Cambray) 
did when he wrote her the 185" letter, and 
I know him the better too for that letter. 
The Abbé, though brimful of the divine love, 
had a great mind to be firſt Miniſter, and 
Cardinal, in order, no doubt, to have an op- 
portunity of doing the more good. His being 
directeur at that time to Madame Maintenon 

| ſeemed to be a good ſtep towards thoſe views. 
She put herſelf upon him for a faint, and he 
| was weak enough to believe it; he, on the 
other hand, would have put himſelf upon her 
for a faint too, which I dare fay ſhe did not 
believe; but both of them knew, that it was 
| ne- 


conſcience, with relation to her commerce 
with the King; and which J humbly appre- 


hend to have been only ſome ſcruples of pru- 
dence, at once to flatter the bigot character 
and increaſe the deſires of the King. The 
_ pious Abbe, frightened out of his wits leſt 
the King ſhould impute to the directeur any 
ſcruples or difficulties which he might meet 
with on the part of the Lady, writes her the 
above mentioned letter; in which he not on- 
ly bids her not teaze the King by advice and 
exhortations, but to have the utmoſt ſubmiſ- 
ſion to his will: and, that ſhe may not miſ- 
take the nature of that ſubmiſſion, he tells 
her, it is the ſame that Sarah had for Abra- 
ham; to which ſubmiſhon Iſaac perhaps was 
owing. No bawd could have written a more 
ſeducing letter to an innocent country girl, 
than the directeur did to his penitente ; who, 
I dare ſay, had no occaſion for his good ad- 
vice. Thoſe who would juſtify the good di- 


refeur, alias the pimp, in this affair, muſt 


not attempt to do it, by ſaying, that the King 
and Madame Maintenon were at that time 


pri- 
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neceſſary for them to appear ſaints to Lewis 
XIV. who they were very ſure was a bigot. 

It is to be preſumed, nay, indeed it is plain 
by that 185" letter, that Madame Maintenon | 

bad hinted to her directeur ſome ſcruples of 
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privately married; that the directeur knew it 


and that this was the meaning of his enigme. 


That is abſolutely impoſſible : for that private 
marriage muſt have removed all ſcruples be- 
| tween the parties; nay, could not have been 
contracted upon any other principle, ſince it 
was kept private, and conſequently prevented 
no public ſcandal. It is therefore extremely 
evident, that Madame Maintenon could not 
be married to the King, at the time when ſhe 
ſcrupled granting, and when the directeur ad- 
viſed her to grant, thoſe favours which Sarah 
with ſo much ſubmiſſion granted to Abraham: 
and what the directeur is pleaſed to call le my- 
flere de Dieu, was moſt evidently a ſtate of 
concubinage. The letters are very well worth 
your reading ; they throw light upon many : 
things of thoſe times. 
l have juſt received a letter from Sir Wi- 
liam Stanhope, from Lyons: in which he tells 
me, that he ſaw you at Paris; that he thinks 
you a little grown, but that you do not make 
the moſt of it, for that you ſtoop ſtill: aꝰail- 
leurs his letter was a panegyric of you. 
The young Comte de Schullemburg, the 
Chambellan whom you knew at Hanover, is 
come over with the Hſe et * auſſi vort 
eloges. 
Though, as I told you in 1 my laſt I have 
cone. 


2 
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done buying pictures by way of virtz; yet 
there are ſome portraits of remarkable people 


that would tempt me. For inſtance, if you 
could by chance pick up at Paris, at a reaſon- 
able price, and undoubted originals (whether 


heads, half lengths, or whole lengths, no mat- 
ter) of Cardinals Richelieu, Mazarin, and 
Retz; Monſieur de Turenne, le grand Prince 
de Conds1 ; Meſdames de Monteſpan, de Fon- 
tanges, de Mombaſon, de Sevigne, de Mainte- 


non, de Chevreuſe, de Longueville, d'Olonne, 
&c. I ſhould be tempted to purchaſe them. 
I am ſenſible that they can only be met with, 


by great accident, at family-ſales and auctions; 
ſo Jonly mention the affair to you eventually. 


1 do not underſtand, or elſe I do not remem- 


"ha what affair you mean in your laſt letter; 
which you think will come to nothing, and 


for which, you ſay, I had once a mind that you 


| ſhould take the road again. Explain it fd me. 


I ſhall go to town in four or five days, and 
carry back with me a little more hearing than 


I brought ; but yet, not half enough for com- 


mon uſe. One wants ready pocket money 


much oftener than one wants great ſums; and, 
to uſe a very odd expreſſion, I want to hear at 


ſight. I love every day ſenſes, every day wit 
and entertainment; a man who is only good 
on holydays, is good for very little. Adieu. 

"Tok SG eo i 4T>. 
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London, der res bay 1753. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


T is now above a fortnight ſince I have re- 
ceived a letter from you. I hope, how- 
ever, that you are well; but engroſſed by the 
buſineſs of Lord Albemarle's bureau in the 
mornings, and by buſineſs of a genteeler-na- 
ture in the evenings; for 1 willingly give up 
my own ſatisfaction to your improvement, ei · 
ther in buſineſs or manners. 
Here have been lately imported ſrom Paris - 
two gentlemen, who, I find, were much ac- 
quainted with you there: Comte Sinzendorf; 
and Monſieur Clairaut, the Acade mician. 
The former is a very pretty man, well bred, 
and with a great deal of uſeful knowledge; for 
thoſe two things are very conſiſtent, I exa- 
mined him about you, thinking him a com- 
petent judge. He told me, que vous parliez 
F Allemand comme un Allemand: que vous ſga- 
viez le droit public de Empire parfaitement 
bien ; que vous aviez le gott ſur, it des con- 
noiſſances fort etendues. I told him, that 1 
knew all this very well; but that I wanted to 
know whether you had Pate,” les manieres, les 
attentions, enfin le brillant Mun honnẽ te hom- 
nee his anſwer Was, Mais oui en verite, ct 


fort. 


LETTERS TO HIS SON. 


riſon of what I do wiſh, and of what you ought 


to with, Your friend Clairaut interpoſed, and 
ſaid, Mais je vous afſure qu'il eft fort poli: to 
which I anſwered, Je le crois bien, vis a- vis 
des Lapons vos amis ; je vous recuſe pour Fuge, 
juſqu 2 ce que vous aiez ete delaponne, au 


moins dix ans, parmi les honnetes gens. Theſe 


teſtimonies in your favour are ſuch as perhaps 
you are ſatisfied: with, and think ſufficient: 


but: L am not; they are only the cold depoſi- 


tions of diſintereſted and unconcerned witneſ- 
ſes, upon a ſtrict examination. When, upon 
a trial, a man calls witneſſes to his character, 
and thoſe witneſſes only ſay, that they never 
heard nor do not know any ill of him; it in- 
timates at beſt a neutral and inſignificant, 
though innocent, character. Now I want, 
and you ought to endeavour, that les agre- 


mens, les graces, les attentions, &c. ſhould 


be a diſtinguiſhing part of your character, and 
ſpecified of you by people unaſked. I wiſh 


to hear people ſay of you, A qu'il eft aimablel 


Quelles manieres, quelles graces, quel art de 
| plaire! Nature, thank God, has given you 
all the powers neceſſary; and if ſhe has not 
yet, I hope in God ſhe will give you the will 


of exerting them. 


= p2 15 taire's 
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ort bien. This, you ſee, is but cold, i incompa- 


1 have lately read, with great pleaſure, Vol- - 
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taire's two little Hiſtories of les Croiſadet, and 
PEſprit humain ; which I recommend to your 


peruſal, if you have not already read them. 


They are bound up with a moſt poor perform- 
ance, called Micromegas, which is ſaid to be 


Voltaire's too; but I cannot believe it, it is fo 
very unworthy of him: it conſiſts only of 
thoughts ſtolen from Swift, but miſerably 
mangled and disfigured. But his Hiſtory of 


the Croifades ſhows, in a very ſhort and ſtrong 
light, the moſt immoral and wicked ſcheme, 


that was ever contrived by knaves, and execu- 


ted by madmen and fools, againſt humanity. 
There is a ſtrange, but never-failing relation, 


between honeſt madmen and ſkilful knaves; 
and wherever one meets with collected num- 
bers of the former, one may be very ſure that 
they are ſecretly directed by the latter. The 


| Popes, who have generally been both the ableſt 


and the greateſt knaves in Europe, wanted all 
the power and money of the Eaſt: for they had 


all that was in Europe already. The times 


and the minds favoured their defign, for they 
were dark and uninformed; and Peter the 
Hermit, at once a knave and a madman, was 


a fine papal tool for ſo wild and wicked an un- 


dertaking. I wiſh we had good hiſtories of 


every part of Europe, and indeed of the world, 
written upon che pan of Voltaire s de haven 
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| humain ; for, I own, I am provoked at the 
contempt which moſt hiſtorians ſhow for hu- 


manity in general: one would think by them, 
that the whole human ſpecies conſiſted but of 
about a hundred and fifty people, called and 


dignified (commonly very undeſervedly too) 


by the titles of Emperors, Kings, 8 Ge- 
nerals, and miniſters. 


| have never ſeen in any of the news- papers, 


any mention of the affairs of the Cevennes, or 


Grenoble, which you gave me an account of. 
ſome time ago; and the Duke de Mirepoix 
pretends, at leaſt, to know nothing. of either. 


Were they falſe reports; or does the French 
Court chuſe to ſtifle them? 1 hope that they. 

are both true, becauſe Iam very willing that 
the cares of the French-government ſhould | 
employed and confined to themſelves... 


Your friend, the Electreſs Palatine, has ſent 
me fx wild boars heads, and other pieces de 


fa chaſſe, in return for the fans, which ſhe 


approved of extremely. This preſent was ſig- 
nified to me by one Mr Harold, who wrote me 


a letter in a very indifferent Engliſh 3 1 ſup» 


poſe he is a Dane, who has been in England. 


Mr Harte came to town yeſterday, and di- 


ned with me to-day. We talked you over; 
and I can aſſure you, that though a Parſon, 
and no member du beau monde, he thinks all 
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the moſt ſhining accompliſhments of it full as ; 


neceſſary for you, as I do. His expreſſion 
was, That is all that he wants ; but if he wants 


that, confedering his ſituation and deſtination, 
be might as well want every thing elfe. 


This is the day when people reciprocally of- 
fer, and receive, the kindeſt and the warmeſt 
wiſhes, though, in general, without meaning 
them on one fide, or believing them on the o- 


ther. They are formed by the head, in com- 
pliance with cuſtom; though diſavowed by the 


heart, in confequence of nature. His wiſhes, 
upon this occaſion, are the beſt, that are the 


beſt turned; you do not, I am ſure, doubt the 


truth of mine, and therefore I will expreſs | 
them with a Quaker-hike ſimplicity, May 


this new year be a very new one indeed to 


you; may you put off the old, and put on the 
new man! but I mean the outward, not the 
inward man. With this alteration, I might 


jaſtly ſum up all my wiſhes for you in theſe 


words: 
Dii tibi dent annos, de te nam cetera ſumes. a 
This minute, I receive your letter of the 26 


” paſt, which gives me a very diſagreeable rea- 
| fon for your late filence. By the ſymptoms 
| which you mention of your illneſs, I both hope 
and believe that it was wholly owing to your 
own want of care. Tou are rather inclined 


ma 


to 
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to be fat, you have naturally a good ſtomach, 


and you eat at the beſt tables; which muſt of 
_ courſe make you plethoric: and, upon my 
word, you will be very ſubject to theſe acci- 
_ dents, if you will not from time to time, when 
you find yourſelf full, heated, or your head 
_ aching, take ſome little eaſy preventive purge, 


that would not confine you; ſuch as chewing 


a little rhubarb when you go to bed at night, 


or ſome ſenna-tea in the morning. You do 


very well to live extremely low, for ſome time; 
and I could wiſh, though I do not expect it, 
that you would take one gentle vomit : for 


thoſe giddineſſes and ſwimmings in the head, 
always proceed from ſome foulneſs of the ſto- 


mach. However, upon the whole, I am very 
glad that your old complaint has not mixed 
 itfelf with this; which, J am fully convinced, 
ariſes ſingly from your own. negligence. A- 


dieu. 
I am ſorry for Monſieur Kurze, upon his 


| fiſter? s account. 
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: tlie, January the xgtb, 175 3. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


8 Nxvxx think my time ſo well employed, 5 
as when 1 think! it employed to your ad- 
AUantage. 
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the moſt ſhining accompliſhments of it full as 
neceſſary for you, as I do. His expreſſion 
was, That is all that he wants ; but if he wants 


that, confedering his ſituation and deſtinations {| 


be might as well want every thing elſe, 
This is the day when people reciprocally of- 
fer, and receive, the kindeſt and the warmeſt 
wiſhes, though, in general, without meaning 
them on one fide, or believing them on the o- 
ther. They are formed by the head, in com- 
pliance with cuſtom; though diſavowed by the 
| heart, in confequence of nature. His wiſhes, 
upon this occaſion, are the beſt, that are the 
beſt turned; you do not, I am fare, doubt the : 
truth of mine, and therefore I will expreſs | 
them with a Quaker-hke ſimplicity, May 
this new year be a very new one indeed to 
vou; may you put off the old, and put on the 
new man! but I mean the outward, not the 
inward man. With this alteration, T might. | 
jaſtly ſum up all my wiſhes ſor you in theſe 
words: 
Di tibi dent annos, de te nam cetera ſumes. | 
This minute, I receive your letter of the 26 
paſt, which gives me a very diſagreeable rea- 
fon for your late filence. By the ſymptoms 
- which you mention of your illneſs, I both hope 
and believe that it was wholly owing to your 
own want of care. You are rather inclined 
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to be fat, you have naturally a good ſtomach, 


and you eat at the beſt tables; which muſt of 


courſe make you plethoric: and, upon my 


word, you will be very ſubject to theſe acci- 
dents, if you will not from time to time, when 
you find yourſelf full, heated, or your head 
_ aching, take ſome little eaſy preventive purge, 
| that would not confine you; ſuch as chewing 
alittle rhubarb when you go to bed at night, 
or {ome ſenna-tea in the morning. You do 


very well to live extremely low, for ſome time; 
and I could wiſh, though I do not expect it, 


that you would take one gentle vomit: for 
thoſe giddineſſes and ſwimmings in the head, 


always proceed ſrom ſome foulneſs of the ſto- 
mach. However, upon the whole, I am very 
glad that your old complaint has not mixed 
itfelf with this; which, Jam fully convinced, 
ariſes ſingly from your own negligence. A- 


dieu. 
I am ſorry for Monſieur *. upon bis 


ſiſter's account. 
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nie January the 160. 1753. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


1 Nxvxx think my time ſo well employed, 
as when I ins. it employed to your ad- 


vantage. 
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vantage. You have long had the greateſt 
ſhare of it; you now engroſs it. The moment 
is now deciſive; the piece is going to be ex- 
hibited to the public; the mere out- lines, and 
the general colouring, are not ſufficient to at- 
tract the eyes, and to ſecure applauſe; but the 
laſt finiſhing, artful, and delicate ſtrokes, are 
neceſſary. Skilful judges will diſcern, and 
acknowledge their metit; the ignorant will, 
without knowing why, feel their power. In 
that view, I have thrown together, for your 
uſe, the incloſed Maxims *; or, to fpeak 
more properly, obſervations on men and things; 
for J have no merit as to the invention; I am 
no ſyſtem monger ; and, inſtead of giving way 
to my imagination, I have only conſulted my 
memory; and my conclufions are all drawn 
from facts, not from fancy. Moſt maxim- 
mongers have preferred the prettineſs to the 
juſtneſs of a thought, and the turn to the truthʒ 
but I have refuſed myſelf to every thing that 
my own experience did not juſtify and confirm. 
T wiſh you would conſider them ſeriouſly and 
ſeparately, and recur to them again pro re 
nat in fimitar caſes. Youn g men are as apt 
to think themſelves wiſe enough, as drunken 
men are to think themſelves ſober enough. 
| | They 


FTurn to the end of Vol. IV. 
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They look upon ſpirit to be a much better thing 
than experience; which they call coldneſs. 
They are but half miſtaken; for though ſpirit 
without experience is dangerous, experience 
without ſpirit is languid and defective. Their 
union, which is very rare, is perfection: you 
may join them, if you pleaſe for all my ex- 
perience is at your ſervice, and I do not de- 
ſire one grain of your ſpirit in return. Uſe 
them both; and let them reciprocally animate 
and check each other. I mean here, by the 
ſpirit of youth, only the vivacity and preſump- 
tion of youth; which hinder them from ſeeing 
the difficulties or dangers of an undertaking: 
but I do not mean what the lly vulgar calls 


ſpirit, by which they are captious, jealous of 


their rank, ſuſpicious of being undervalued, 


and tart (as they call it) in their repartees 


upon the ſlighteſt occaſions. This is an evil 
and a very lilly ipirit, which ſhould be driven 
out, and transferred to an herd of ſwine, 
This 1s not the ſpirit of a man of faſhion, 
who has kept good company. People of an 
ordinary, low education, when they happen 
to fall into good. company, imagine themſelves 
the only object ot its attention: if the company 


whiſpers, it is, to be ſure, concerning them; 
if they laugh, it is at them; and if any thing 


ambieneen, that by the moſt forced interpre- 
tation 
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tation can be applied to them, happens to be 
ſaid, they are convinced that it was meant at | 
them; upon which they grow out of counte= | 
nance firſt, and then angry. This miſtake is 
very well ridiculed in the Stratagem, where 
Scrub ſays, I am. ſure they talked of me, for 
they laughed conſumedly, A well-bred man 
ſeldom thinks, but never ſeems to think, him- 
ſelf lighted, undervalued, or laughed at, in 
company; unleſs where it is ſo plainly marked 
out, that his honour obliges him to reſent it 
in a proper manner: mais les honn#tes gens ne 
fe boudent jamais. I will admit, that it is very 
difficult to command one's ſelf enough, to be- 
hhave with eaſe, frankneſs, and good- breeding, 
towards thoſe who one knows diſlike, flight, | 
and injure one as far as they can without per- 
ſonal conſequences; but I afſert, that it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to do it: you muſt embrace 
the man you hate, if you cannot be juſtified 
in knocking him down; for otherwiſe you a- 
vow the injury, which you cannot revenge. 
A prudent Cuckdld: (and there are many ſuch 
at Paris) pockets his horns,. when he cannot 
gore with them; and: will not add to the tri- 
umph of his maker, by only butting with them {| 
ineffectually. A ſeeming 1gnorance is very 
often a moſt neceſſary part of worldly know- 
ledge. It is, for inſtance, commonly adviſe» 
ff... able 
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able to ſeem ignorant of what people offer to 
tell you: and, when they ſay, Have not you 
heard of ſuch a thing? to anſwer, No; and to 

let them go on, though you know it already. 
Some have a pleaſure in telling it, becauſe 
they think that they tell it well; others have 
a pride in it, as being the ſagacious diſcover- 
ers; and many have fa vanity in ſhowing that 
they have been, though very undeſervedly, 
truſted: all theſe would be diſappointed, and 
conſequently diſpleaſed, if you ſaid, Yes. 
Seem always ignorant (unleſs to one moſt in- 
timate friend) of all matters of private ſcandal 
and defamation, though you ſhould hear them 
| a thouſand times; for the parties affected 
always look upon the receiver to be almoſt 
as bad as the thief; and, whenever they 
become the topic of coriverſation, ſeem to 
be a ſceptic, though you are really a ſerious 
| believer; and always take the extenuating 
part. But all this ſeeming ignorance ſhould 
be joined to thorough and extenſive private 
informations: and, indeed, it is the beft 
method of procuring them; for moſt people 
have ſuch a vanity in ſhewing a ſuperiority 
over others, though but for a moment, and 
in the mereſt trifles, that they will tell you 
what they ſhould not, rather than not ſhow | 
that they can tell what you did not know: be- 

me 
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ſides that, ſuch ſeeming ignorance will make 
you paſs for incurious, and conſequently un- 
deſigning. However, fiſh for facts, and take 
Pains to be well informed of every thing 
that paſſes: but fiſh Judiciouſly, and not al- 
ways, nor indeed often, in the ſhape of direct 
queſtions; which always put people upon their 
guard, and, often repeated, grow tireſome. 
But ſometimes take the things that you would 
know, for granted; upon which ſomebody. 
will, kindly and officiouſly, ſet you right: 
ſometimes ſay, that you have heard ſo and ſo; 
and at other times ſeem to know more than 

you do, in order to know all that you want: 
| = avoid direct queſtioning, as much as you | 
All theſe neceſſary arts of the world 
——_ conſtant attention, preſence of mind, 
and coolneſs, Achilles, though invulnerable, 
never went to battle but completely armed. 
Courts are to be the theatres of your wars; 
where you ſhould be always as completely 
armed, and even with the addition of a heel- 
piece. The leaſt inaitention, the leaſt diſtrac- 
tion, may prove faral, I would fain tee you 
what pedants call munis homo, and what Pope 
much better calls a// accompliſhed : you have 
the means in your power; add the will, and 
you may bring it about. The vulgar have a 
coarſe ſaying, of ſpoiling a heg for a halſpenny- 
 awworth 
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worth of tar: prevent the application, by pro- 
viding the tar; it 1s very eaſily to be had, in 


compariton with what you have already got. 


The fine Mrs Pitt, who, it ſeems, ſaw you 


often at Paris, ſpeaking of you the other day, 


ſaid, in French, for ſhe ſpeaks little Engliſh, 


————— — er ee 


whether it 1s that you did not pay the homage 


due to her beauty, or that it did not ſtrike you 


as it does others, I cannot determine; but I 


hope ſhe had ſome other reaſon than truth for 


ſaying it. I will ſuppoſe that you did not care 


a pin for her; but, however, ſhe ſurely de- 
ſerved a degree of propitiatory adoration from 


you, which I am afraid you neglected. Had 


I been in your caſe, I ſhould have endeavoured, 
at leaſt, to have ſupplanted Mr Mackay in his 
office of nocturnal reader to her. I played at 
cards, two days ago, with your friend Mrs 


Firzgerald, and her molt ſublime mother 


Mrs Seagrave. They both inquired after you: 


and Mrs Fitzgerald ſaid, the hoped you went 
on with your dancing: I faid Yes; and that 


you aſſured me you had made tuch conhde- 
rable improvements in it, that you had now 


learned to ſtand ſtill, and even upright. Your 


virtuoſa, la Signora Veſtri, ſung here the 


other day, with great applauſe; I preſume 


N Q q vou 
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| you are intimately acquainted with her merit. 

Good night to you, whoever you paſs it with. 
I have this moment received a packet, ſcaled 

with your fea}, though not directed by your 


hand, for Lady Hervey. No letter from you! 
Ar e you not well? 


A S: I E X CCL XIV. 
| London. NMay the zyth, O. 8, 13853» 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Hare this day been tired, jaded, nay tor- 
mented, by the company of the moſt wor- 
thy, ſenſible, and learned man, a near relation 
of wine, who dined and paſſed the evening 
with me. "This ſeems a paradox, but is a plain 
truth: he has no knowledge of the world, no 
manners, no add:r-'s. Far from talking with- 
cut book, as is commonly ſaid of people who 
talk ſillily, he only talks by book; which, in 
general converſation, is ten times worſe. He has 
formed in his own cloſet, from books, certain 
ſyſtems of every thing, argues tenaciouſly up- 
on thoſe principles, and is both ſurpriſed and 
angry at whatever deviates from them. His 
theories are good; but, unfortunately, are all 
impracticable. Why? Becauſe he has only 
read, and not converſed. He is acquainted 
| with books and an abſol: ute ſtranger to men. 


A 


; 
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Labouring with his matter, he is delivered of 


it with pangs ; he heſitates, ſtops in his utter- 


5 ance, and always expreſſes himſelf inelegantly. 


His actions are all ungraceful; ſo that, with 


all his merit and knowledge, I would rather 


converſe fx hours with the moſt frivolous tittle- 
tattle woman, who knew ſomething of the 


world, than with him. The prepoſterous no- 


tions of a ſyſtematical man, who does not 
know the world, tire the patience of a man 
who does. It would be endleſs to correct his 
miſtakes, nor would he take it kind y 3 for he 


has conſidered every thing deliberac ely, and is 


very ſure that he is in the right. Impr opriety 


18 a Characteriſtic, aud a never- failing one, ot 


theſe people. Regardleſs, becauſe ignorant, 
of cuſtom and manners, they violate them eve- 


ry moment. They often ſhock, though they 
never mean to offend ; never attending elther 


to the general character, or the particular di- 
ſtinguiſhing circumſtances, of the people to 


whom or before whom they talk: whereas 
the knowledge of the world teaches one, that 
the very ſame things which are execedingly 
right and proper in one company, time, and 


place, are exceedingly abſurd in others. In 
ſhort, a man who has great knowledge, from 
experience and obſervation, of the characters, 
cuttoms, and manners of mankiud, is a being 


1 a8 
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as different from, and as ſuperior to, a man of 


mere book and ſyſtematical knowledge, as a 
well-managed horſe is to an aſs. Study there- 


fore, cultivate, and frequent, men and women; 


not only in their outward, and conſequently 
guarded, but in their interior, domeſtic, and 


conſequently leſs diſguiſed, characters and 
manners. Take your notions of things, as by 
obſervation and experience you find they really 
are, and not as you read that they are or ſhould 


be; for they never are quite what they ſhould 
be. For this purpoſe, do not content yourſelf 


with general and common acquaintance; but, 


wherever you can, eſtabliſh yourſelf, witha 


kind of domeſtic familiarity, in good houſes. 


Vor inſtance, go again to Orli, for two or three 


days, and ſo at two or three repriſes. Go and 

ſtay two or three days at a time at Verſailles, 
and improve and extend the acquaintance you 
have there. Be at home at St Cloud; and, 
whenever any private perſon of faſhion invites 


you to paſs a few days at his country houſe, 


accept of the invitation. This will neceſſarily 


give you a verſatility of mind, and a facility 


to adopt various manners and cuſtoms : for 
every. body deſires to pleaſe thoſe in whoſe 
| houſe they are; and people are only to be plea- 
fed in their own way. Nothing is more en- 
gaging than! a chcerful and eaſy conformity to 
„ people: 8 


' LETTERS TO HIS SON. 


people's particular manners, habits, and even 
weakneſſes; nothing (to uſe a vulgar expreſ- 
| fion) ſhould come amiſs to a young fellow. 


He ſhould be, for good purpoſes, what Alci- 
| biades was commonly for bad ones, a Proteus, 


aſſuming with eaſe, and wearing with cheer - 
fulneſs, any ſhape. Heat, cold, luxury, abſti- 


nence, gravity, gaiety, ceremony, eaſineſs, 


learning, trifling, buſineſs, and pleaſure, are 
modes which he ſhould be able to take, lay 
aſide, or change occafionaily, with as much 


_ eaſe as he would take or lay aſide his hat. All 


this is only to be acquired by uſe and knowledge 


of the world, by keeping a great deal of com- 


pany, analyſing every character, and inſinua— 
ting yourſelf into the familiarity of various 


_ acquaintance. A right, a generous ambition 
to make a figure in the world, neceſſarily gives 


the deſire of pleaſing; the deſire of pleaſing 


points out, to a great degree, the means of do- 


ing it; and the art of pleaſing is, in truth, 
the art of riſing, of diſtinguiſhing one's: ſelf, 
of making a figure and a fortune in the world. 


But without pleaſing, without the Graces, as 
I have told you a thouſand times, ogni fatica 


e vana. You are now but nineteen, an age 
at which molt of your countrymen are illibe— 


rally getting drunk in Port, at the Univerfty. : 
Lou have greatly got the ſtart of them in 


1 learning; 
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learning; and, if you can equiadly get the ſtart 
ol them in the knowledge and manners of the 
world, you may be very ſure of outrunning 
them in Court and Parliament, as you ſet out 
ſo much earlier than they. They generally 
begin but to ſee the world at one · and twenty; 
you will by that age have ſeen all Europe. 
They ſet out upon their travels unlicked cubs; 
and in their travels they only lick one another, 
for they ſeldom go into any other company. 
bey know nothihg but the Engliſh world, 
and the worſt part of that too, and generally 
very little of any but the Engliſh language; 
and they come home, at three or four and 
twenty, refined and poliſhed (as is ſaid in one 
of Congreve's plays) like Dutch ſkippers from 
a whale-fiſhing. The care which has been ta- 
ken of you, and (to do you juſtice) the care 
you have taken of yourſelf, has left you, at the 
age of nineteen only, nothing to acquire but 
| the knowledge of the world, manners, addreſs, 
and thoſe exterior accompliſhments. But 
they ate great and neceflary acquiſitions, to 
| thoſe who have ſenſe enough to know their 


true value; and your getting them before you 


are one-and- twenty, and before you enter up- 
on the active and ſhining ſcene of life, will 
give you ſuch an advantage over all your co- 
temporaries, that they cannot overtake you; 
they 
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they muſt be diſtanced. You may probably 
be placed about a young Prince, who will pro- 
bably be a young King. There all the va- 
rious arts of pleaſing, the engaging addreſs, 
the verſatility of manners, the brillant, the 
Graces, will outweigh and yet outrun all ſo- 
lid knowledge and unpoliſhed merit. Oil 
= yourſelf therefore, and be both fupple and ſhi- 
ning, for that race, if you would be firſt, or 
early, at the goal. Ladies will moſt probably 
too have ſomething to ſay there; and thoſe 
who are beſt with them, will probably be beſt 
| ſomewhere elſe. Labour this great point, my 
dear child, indefatigably; attend to the very 
ſmalleſt parts, the minuteſt graces, the moſt 


trifling circumſtances, that can poſſibly concur 


in forming the ſhining character of a complete 
Gentleman, un galant homme, un homme de 
Cour, a man of buſineſs and pleaſure ; ; eftims 


dies hommes, recherche des femmes, aimẽ de tout 


le monde. In this view, obſerve the ſhining 
part of every man. of faſhion who 1s liked and 
_ eſteemed; attend to, and imitate, that parti- 
_ cular accompliſhment for which you hear him 
__ chiefly celebrated and diſtinguiſhed : then col- 
lect thoſe various parts, and make yourſelf a 
| Moſaic of the whole. No one body poſſeſſes 

every thing, and almoſt every body poſſeſſes 
_ tome one thing, worthy of imitation: only 
chuſe 
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chuſe your models well; and, in order to do 
ſo, chuſe by your ear more than by your eye. 
The beſt model is always that which is moſt 
univerſally allowed to be the beſt, though in 
ſtrictneſs it may poſſibly not be ſo. We muſt 
take molt things as they are, we cannot make 
them what we would, nor often what they 


ſhould be; and, where moral duties are not 


concerned, it is more . to follow, than 
to attempt to lead. 1 


L. E ＋T T E * CCLXV. 
Bath, CAober toe * 1753. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
OU have ſet out well at the Hague; you 
are in love with Madame Munter, which 
I am very glas of : you are in the fine company 
there, and I hope one of it: for it is not e- 
 _ noupgh, at your age, to be merely in good com- 
pany; but you ſhould, by your addreſs and at- 
| tentions, make that good company think you 
one of them. There is a tribute due to beauty, 
even independently of farther views; which 
tribute, I hope, you paid with alacrity to Ma- 
dame Munter and Madame Degenfeldt: de- 
pend upon it, they expected it, and were of- 
fended in proportion as that tribute ſeemed ei- 
ther unwillingly or ſcantily paid. I believe 
my 
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my friend Kreuningen admits nobody now to 
his table, for fear of their communicating the 
' plague to him, or at leaſt the bite of a mad 
dog. Pray profit of the entrees libres, that the 
French Ambaſſador has given you; frequent 
him, and /peak to him. I think you will not 


do amiſs to call upon Mr Burriſh, at Aix la 


Chapelle, ſince it is ſo little out of your way; 
and you will do ſtill better, if you would, 
which I know you will not, drink thoſe wa- 
ters, for five or ſix days only, to ſcour your 
ſlomach and bowels a little: Iam ſure it would 
do you a great deal of good. Mr Burriſh can, 
doubtleſs, give you the beſt letters to Munich; 
and he will naturally give you ſome to Comte 
Preyſing, or Comte Sinſheim, and ſuch ſort 
of grave people; but I could wiſh that you 
would aſk him for ſome to young fellows of 
' pleaſure, or faſhionable coquettes, that you 
may be dans Phonnete debauche de Munich. 4 
propos of your future motions; I leave you in a 
great meaſure the maſter of them, ſo ſhall only 
ſuggeſt my thoughts to you upon that ſubject. 
Jou have three Electoral Courts in view; 
Bon, Munich, and Manheim. I would ad- 
viſe you to ſee two of them rather curſorily; 
and fix your tabernacle at the third, whichever 
that may be, for a conſiderable time. For 


| inſtance, ſhould you chuſe (as I fancy you 
| will) 
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will) to make Manheim the place of your re- 
dence, ſtay only ten or twelve days at Bonn, 
and as long at Munich, and then go and fix 
at Manheim: and fo, vice ver/a, if y6u ſhould 
like Bonn or Munich better than you think you 
would Manheim ; make that the place of your 
reſidence, and only viſit the other two. It is 
ceitain that no man can be much pleaſed him 
ſelf, or pleaſe others much, in any place where 
he is only a bird of paſſage for eight or ten 
days; neither party thinking it worth while 
to make an acquaintance, ſtill leſs to form any 
connection, for ſo ſhort a time: but when 
months are the caſe, a man may domeſticate 
bimſelf pretty well; and very ſoon not be look- 
ed upon as a ſtranger. This is the real utility 
of travelling, when, by contracting a familiarity 
at any late, you get into the inſide of it, and 
ſce it in its undreſs. That is the only way of 
knowing the cuſtoms, and manners, and alt 
| the little charaQeriſtical peculiarities, that di- 
ſtinguith one place ſrom another. But then 
this familiarity is not to be broug ht about by 
cold, formal viſits of half an how: no; you 
muſt ſhow a willingneſs, a defire, an impa- 
tience, of forming connections; il faut 5s'y 
preter, ot y mettre du liant, du defir de plaire. 
Whatever you do approve, you mult be lavith 
in your praiſes of ; and you muſt learn to 


| com- | 
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commend what you do not approve of, if it is 


approved of there. You are not much given to 


praiſe, I know ; but it is becauſe you do not yet 


know how extremely people are engaged by a 


ſeeming ſanCtion to their own opinions, pre- 
| Judices, and weakneſſes, even in the mereſt 


trifles. Our ſelf-love is mortified, when we 


think our opinions, and even our taſtes, cu- 


ſtoms, and drefles, either arraigned or con- 


demned; as, on the contrary, It 1s tickled and 
flattered by approbation. I will give you a 
remarkable inſtance of this kind. The famous 
Earl of Shafteſbury, in the flagitious reign of 


Charles the Second, while he was Chancel- 
lor, had a mind to be a Favourite as well as 

a Miniſter of the King: in order therefore to 
pleaſe his Majeſty, whoſe prevailing paſſion _ 


was women, my Lord kept a w e, whom 
he had no occaſion for, and made no man- 


ner of uſe of. The King ſoon heard of 1 it, and 


aſked him if it was true: he owned it was; but 
but that, though he kept that one woman, he 
had ſeveral others beſides, for he loved variety. 


A few days afterwards, the King, at his pu- 


blic levee, faw Lord Shafteſbury at ſome di- 
ſtance, and ſaid in the circle, © One would 
« not think that that little weak man is the 


* greateſt whore-maſter in England; but ! 


& can aſſure vou that he is.“ Upon Lord 


Shaf- 
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Shafteſbury's coming into the circle, there was 
a general.ſmile; the King ſaid, “This is con- 
_ 1 cerning you, my Lord.” « Me, Sir l' 


anſwred the Chancellor, with ſome ſurpriſe. 
“ Yes, you,” anſwered the King; “ for I had 


« juſt ſaid, that you were the greateſt whore- _ 
„ maiter in England: Is it not true?” „Of a 
ee ſubject, Sir,” replied Lord Shafteſbury, 

& perhaps I am.” It is the ſame in every 
thing; we think a difference of opinion, of 

conduct, of manners, a tacit reproach, at 

leaſt, upon our own; we mult therefore uſe 
ourſelves to a ready conformity to whatever is 
neither criminal nor diſhonourable. Whoever _ 


differs from any general cuſtom, is ſuppoſed 


both to think and proclaira himſelf wiſer than 


the reſt of the world; which the reſt of the 


world cannot bear, eſpecially in a young man. 
A young fellow is always forgiven, and often 


applauded, when he carries a faſhion to an 


firſt is aſcribed to youth and fire; but the lat- 


ter is imputed to an affectation of ſingularity 
or ſuperiority. At your age, one is allowed to 
_ outrer faſhion, dreſs, vivacity, gallantry, Ge. but 


by no means to be behind-hand in any one of 
them. And one may apply to youth in this cate, 
Si non erraſſet, fecerat ille minus. Adieu. 
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exceſs; but never if he ſtops ſhort of it? The 
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